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An Author who offers himself fqr the firgt time to''lhe Public is 
tisiially occupied in anxiously considering the most effectuaf method of 
avoiding their severity, securing the protection of their mdulgencc. 

In pursuance of this design, some place all their confidence'^ the no- 
v>'lty of their subject ; or, if it has 'already been discussed, in ad- 
ditional information, and the new lights in which facts axe 
Shotdd no oik', however, have dc.scribed the same events, they ^isider 
themselves imperiously called on to rescue from total oblivion a'swject 
which all others have abandoned. They wish, indeed, that an ^Icr 
pen had undertaken the task, and plead an ovj^ent necessity, to secure 
a lenient judgment. Should an author pursire the profession of arm's,,, 
he may even consent to term himself an “ unlettered^^oldier," with ihv 
probable expectation of being allowed to pos'sOSS, instead of the know- 
ledge of books, aTamiliarity w ith scenes of lifbil the most important to 
States from their results, and most interesting to individuals from their 
vicissitudes and dangers. • 

If, thus, only a few are either instructed or amused; if even in a 
solitary instance, the Reader shall be guarded againstj, the dangerous 
consequences of Ignorance, the candidate for indulgence declares him- 
self .entirely content. In the modesty of his own pretensions, he founds 
hisrdaim to the forbearance of others. Some, however^ candidly con- ' 
less as their objecti a desire to amuse their leisure hours. Others bpldly 
declare thoir inten|ion of edifying the world by:theixopinion.s.(!«,. There 
are those alsip, v^hq con.sider th^ir professional or official situation as 
havipg eonsdiqt^d them the proper historians pf certain events in wdiich^ , 
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tlioy have participated. Old Montluc^ freely avows, as the intention 
of his Comment arkii^ the excitement of his countrymen to glorious 
•actions, through the emulation of his exploits. However natural this 
style may be to a Gascon^ to the better taste of the present day it will 
be more agreeable to propose self-instruction and excitement, frofti con- 
templating the behaviour of others. Whether a Military Autlior make 
this his own ol)ject, or induce it in his Readers, he will necessarily bene- 
fit tlu^ public service. 

While, in the present instance, the Author disclaims all ijitention of 
u riting for tlu* edification of others, he is conscious of having had oppor- 
tunities, whicli fall to the lot of lew, of fonni|^ opinions respcM^ling tlu^ 
Military Sc'rsice of India. It does not follow, that he has fully profited 
b\^ tile occasion ; yet reflections groundc'd on the observations of twcniy- 
♦two y<'ars unremitting service in that pait of the British empire, and 
ref(‘rring to numerous facts, are entitled to tlu^ consideration, if not to 
tl\(' ap[>roval, of the l(‘ss experienced. Tlu* events which form the sul>- 
ject of the following Memoir arc worthy of attention, at least on account 
of llu'ir im[>ortant consecjuences ; and, under this view, tln'y may, pos- 
sibly, (aigage even the general reach’r, however indilfen’nt to military 
<iffairs. But to in|('rest the public at large, as it never formed the* object 
of th(‘ Author, so is it by no means his jiresent expectation, 'fo b(’ you- 
derc'd popular, the Mempir must be divestotl of th(‘ professional details, 
vvlfu'h form tlu' j)rincipal value of a Military work. It must be inler- 
spers(’d abundantly with aflecting iiicidciits, and private anecdotes ; ^\ith 
(he adventures ot individuals, and florid descrijitions. Those topics, 
unfortunately, so tar from holding a conspicuous situation in a work of 
information, should be carefully withheld from any interference with 
essential points, the contemplation of which is alone capable of confer- 


UlniM-dc Montluc, \sho died in J.077, agjd 77 years, sixty of which lie had passed in 
inilitiiry service daring tlie rvigm of Francis 1., Henry II., and Henry HI. lly the latter prince, 
he was created a Marshal of France. Montluc’s Mcmoircs on Coinmcntaires dc sa Vie et di s 
AlfairesMcinorables de son terns’' were reprinted at Paris in 1746. Henry IV. Used to descritic 
them as “ La Bible des Guerrierb.” Vid, “ Nouv. pict. Hist.” Paris, 1772. Tom. iv. p. 598. 
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ring iiLstmctlon. Ho\vi'\ er amusing, in an idle hour, may be a liistory 
of in(li\i(luals, unh'ss its details exhibit eharaclerislic features, which 
illustrate human natun* under views b(‘longlng to the subject ot such a 
history, it is evide ntly extraneous. It is, indeed, as prejudicial to the 
integrity of a work, as, in the present instance, would be the sub- 
stitution of a romantic description of the beauties of a prospeeU, for a 
topograpliical delineation of a held of battle. 

Th(? leading object of a Military Commentary should bt‘ the in- 
formation of prollssional men. Thus they may, by n'ik'ction, d(‘ri\e 
instruction, and cons(‘([U(Mitly promoU? the s(‘rvice ot their country. It 
is not, therefore, with a \iew to recreation, but b* caredul study, that 
such a work should b(‘ pcuused ; nor sliould attention to the ainus(‘inent 
of tlu‘ U(‘ijd(‘r’s mind bi^ sufhu’ed to distract it from (‘ssiuilial oliii'cts. 

»« 

fhes(^ embrace a varudy of circumstances, rekiting to the strtaigth and 
composition of armies —their (‘lli(‘l('n(‘y ; and the pi'culiarities in their 
method of warfare: military character, and proficiency in the modern 
art of war: arms, and e\(‘n clothing. Dovseriptions of important (‘n- 
cam[)m('nls, marches in tin* vicinity of an enemy, and orders of l)attle, 
must lie minute to lx* beii(dleial ; and as these are to be uiuhu'stood 
onh ])y topographical description, its value becomes doubly enhanc(‘d. 
Ascending to more gemu'al topics, tluj g(‘()graphical [)Ositlons of tlu^ 
several biHigercnt powers bear to tlie project of a (‘ampaign the same 
ndation, as the di tails of ground to armi(\s within each other's sight; and 
a study of their Irontiers involves consid(;rations connected with both 
views. Their interests, powiT, and r(‘sourc(‘S, as well as the appheabh* 
parts of their previous history, are considerations no less important. 

Though tlu'se topics refer principally to facts and circumstances, 
yet, on many accounts, the introduction of individual naiiies will be in- 
dispensab!(s Without dwelling on tin* occasional ch‘arness it gives to 
tin ‘ narrating it must be allowed, without hurting its main objects, to 
encrease its interest. Other argunumts, founded on a supposed regard 
to equity, have been used in support of the same principle ; but the pro- 
priety of these is questionable, if their tendency be at all to a(lvancc 

b 
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Individual fame, al the expense ol’ the due importance of principles and 
facts, they should surely be a^oided, even under the most plausible 
pretences. That a man who serves his Country well in a high and 
responsible situation, is entitled to the good-will and applause of his 
hdlow-subjects, as well as of his Ih’ince, is undeniable. II(i runs great 
risks, both of pm'son and reputation; and submits to privations, and 
diminution of freedom, unexperienced in oilier walks of life. If to these 
sacrilices bo added, d(‘votion to his Country’s service, uncontaminated 
by a view to [lersonal emolument through Ak^eXc^lfse of his functions, 
such an individual is entitljr;d to be ranked with those whose existence 
has confern'd most honour on the human raia* : but these numerous 
(]ualiti( s, a(ld/.(lto succ(\ssful exertion, an* of rare, occurrence, and limit 
^i1h‘ ol* im[)artial panegyric within narrow bounds. fai n such 

jiraise is incompatible with the pur(‘ objects of a Military work. It 
would be th(‘ assumption of an uniu'cisssary freedom with the Iveader : 
for, Linh'ss the i\uthor be esteenu'd a linal dii’tator, his encomiums can 
only l)e rcrCivc'd as the results of his own admiration. With all due 
defi'n’iice to ihi; giaierous character of that sentiment, it has much ten- 
dency to mislead ; and, in a judicious Keadiu’, will b(‘ more liki ly to 
exi'iti‘ distrust than conlident acquiescence. 

All Ollicer, fitted for a situation of high responsibility, will neces- 
sarily jiosscss a certain education, and he accustonu‘d to reflection. 
Such a man is not he excited through his vanity ; and on thosc‘ who 
have no worthier motive of action, than tla^ di slre of exciting the admi- 
ration of others, examjile is thrown away. There must he, derived 
from nature and improved l)y habit, an intianal principle, whose o[a‘ra- 
tion alone w ill lie pmananent ; w hether the main object proceed from 
patriotism, or a love of fame. Facts clearly defined, and circumstances 
satisfactorily explained, will form to such Readi^rs the grounds of im- 
partial judgnumt, res[)eeting the characters and conduct of tin* principal 
actors. The mere introduction of their names, therefore, for the reasons 
already mentioned, leaves open^to them the only sure road to piTma- 
nent fame. Noi is it improper here to advert to the frequent custom of 
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recording, in the body of a Military Memoir, the names of Ofticers 
killed and wounded. If they hold important commands, such distinc- 
tion appears necessary, because the removal of their talents or inabili- 
ties from a post of conseipK’iice, may materially affect the conduct and 
success of the war. Otherwise the indication of the numbers appears to 
be sufficient in the Narrati\e ; Itniving the insertion of individual names 
to the Appendix, where that course may be practicable. If so much 
moderation be proper in tlie notice*, of Olheers, it is ecpjally advisable* 
respecting troops ; and a continual aim at exalting tlieir exploits can 
))(! calculated only to dazzle the imagination. The same principle ap- 
plies to the circumstances attending battles and sieges. If the perils 
an<l labours belonging to them are related in superlative terms and 
hyperbolical exjin'ssions, it is evident that then* is in the description a 
dt‘viation from tlu! realit3\ Such a method is calculated not only to 
jjroduce an exaggerated impn'ssion, but likewise to divert the attention 
from flu* main ohj(*ct, which is that of ov(*rcoinlng similar difficulties. 
Thus the more sober the narrative, the more will it offer of facts for 
instruction. On the other hand, the risk of appearing dull to the ge- 
jierality of readers is not h‘ss manifest. Thus numerous are the obsta- 
cles ill tlie w ay ofrcconeiling instruction with general amusement. 

If it he permitted to an author to advert to the style of his own 
work, or to mention tla* difficulties of expression by which he has been 
embarrassed, they may be explained in a summary maimer, by a re- 
l(*r(!nce to the jiriiicipal objects of description. The history of w^arfan* 
since the b(*glnning of tlie world cannot exhibit an example of more 
unremitting movements than is furnished by this Memoir. March(*s 
and countermarches, when so frequently rep(*at(Hl, cannot be describt*d 
in varied language. ' Not only the same words, but tlie same order 
must occur. \(‘t to treat them generally or loosely, would be to sa- 
crifice all th(i advantage which may be derived from particular informa- 
tion rc'specting them. The author can vouch, frQm his own experience, 
for the great importance of knowing what movements have been made 
on former occasions, by what description of force, and in what times ; 
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and that, under certain circumstances, such information affords the 
safest ground of calculation, from the principle, that what has been 
once done, may b<! done again. A similar difliculty attends the 
de.scription of sieges, of which there were very many during the late 
war. To descril)e. them familiarly would afford no jweeise instruction, 
and to adopt the styhi of a journal would not accord with the rest of 
the work. Yet a diurnal .form is certainly the most distinct method 
of conveying the required information on such a subject. The author 
has endeavoured to combine both methods ; hut confesses himself doubt- 
ful of his success. 

To these considerations may be added, the necessity of frequently 
inserting dates, and the designations of corps. Both these, how- 
ever unfriendly to eloquence, appeared indispensable to a Military 
commentary. They have therefore been scrupulously preserved, as wcill 
as the strength of detachments on all occasions of service. Such mi- 
nutiae cannot be invented ; and therefore become valuable even as 
])ledges for the fidelity of a narrative. While two approved historians, 
Guicciardini and Davila, are cited as abounding in details, it will not be 
denied that some popular military histories have been written under a 
total disregard of dates. Of this fact “ The retreat of the ten thousand,” 
“ C'.esar’s Commentaries,” and Polybius’s History, are sufficient exam- 
ples. Still, however ju.stly^ admired are these productions, they afford 
no conclusion against the principle contendeil for. Though it was of 
less importance to the objects of those works, yet even in them the 
deficiency in this nxspect produces an effc'ct more favourable to the de- 
,sire of pleasing, than to the means of instruction. In fact, the pleasure 
of the reader was the chief object of most of the ancient writers, to 
which was rendered subservient every other consideration. But the 
example has not been followed by the generality of historians, as will 
appear on a comparison of the best ancient anti modern histories. It 
is still less worthy of imitation in the instance of a professional work. 
The great importance of facts and circumstantial information in this 
case, gives the narrative, in some measure, the character of a voy'age on 
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discovery, or of a proce.ss in experimental philosophy; the popular 
description of which may be fitted to teach a smattering of science, but 
not to confer or improve scientific knowledge, A considerable difliculty 
attaches to attempts at literary composition by all men in oHices of 
much writing, arising from the unavoidable habit of confining their 
compositions to one description of subject. Words are used with a 
particular import, for want of others expressly belonging to the case, 
particularly in a far distant country. Writers in India, therefore, are 
never likely to succeed in works of taste 

In a Memoir of this kind, the reader will reasonably expect to be 
infornuMl from what sources the facts related are derived. On this 
head the author has so little reason to complain of any deficiency, that 
lie ex [loses himself, by a display of the abundance of his materials, to 
the charge* of having failed in making the most advantageous use of 
tlu‘m. Occupying an important staff situation in the Army of the 
Deckan, he was in the confidence of his Commander-in~Chief, Sir 
Thomas I lislop, under whose orders he, conducted all the correspond- 
(nice r(‘sp(xling the moveincnts of the several Divisions under the Lieu- 
tmiant-gencTars command. Where this public source failed, he was 
supplied through the medium of private letters from his friends, both 
during the war and after its conclusion. As the object for which he 
called for information was fully known, he considers himself authorized 
to refer to those jiapers, should the intelligence so obtained be ever 
([ucstioned. 

But in lact there is scarcely a single assertion advanced, for which 
there are not several authorities, and many can be proved from the 
author s personal observation. As, however, this source of information, 
and the others which have been mentioned, refer principally to the 
Army of the Deckan, he found himself uninformed on many points 
respecting the operations of the Grand Army. Hewas therefore in* 
duced to visit the Bengal Presidency, where alone his wants could be 


Sir William Jones's Works come not witliin the scope of this observation. 



XIV 


PREFACE. 


supplied. Tlie public records \vere thrown open to him, by the libe- 
rality of the Governor-j>;eneral. The facilities afforded to his enquiries 
by the suavity and accommodating disposition of the highest ofllcial 
characters at Calcutta, also demand tlu^ expression of his gratitude for 
a reception wliich forms a striking contrast with the vulgar insolence of 
oflice. He can boast of similar liberality from Sir John Malcolm, and 
the Ihvsidents at Hydrabad, Poonah, and Nagpoor. To the friendship 
of F. Warden, Flsq. the Chief Secretary of the Bombay Government, 
he is also indebted for most valuable materials. Gratifying as it would 
be to the vVuthor’s private feelings to coniinue this enumeration, he is 
forced to curtail it, from a regard to the Header ; but not without adding 
the name of Captain James Hanson, who conducted for him some im- 
portant enquiries, with as much ability as good-natuix' and industry. 
These sources of information respe(*t the geographi^'al descriptions, as 
well as the substance of the Memoir. In tluar coll(‘ction, and in the 
acquisition of to[)Ographical plans, he is greatly indebted to the 
extra-labours of all tlu^ Officers of the Quartermastcr-gencrafs depart- 
ment. The maps which ac(‘onq)any this work are therefore oftered 
with confidence, as superior to any that have mer btnm publishi^d re- 
specting Central India, though ininnte detail has g('aerally been avoided, 
as injurious to tlu^ perspicuity of Military geography. For th(‘ir con- 
struction from a mass of detachi'd materials. In* is indel)te{l to the 
intelligent and diligent aid derived from Cantain T. P. Ball, Assistant- 
Quartermastcr-general. 

For the official returns of killed and wound(*d in the Appendix, 
access was open to the Adjutanl-generars offici', the proper repository 
of those documents, as w(‘]l as of the reports ot actions and of com- 
mendatory orders and reports. None of any other description respect- 
ing the conduct of the troops are to be found on record. How far this 
circumstance could stand as evidence of their correctness, would be an 
important point for examination, were any opinions on this subject 
derived from them. But they liave been entlnJy disregarded under 
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tliis \ip\v; tor a vicious style has manifestly crept into this species of 
composition, emanatino- from the highest to the lowest authority. 

In almost all armies there will be detected some partiality of the 
(leneral or other Commanding-ollicer in di.stribuling ])raise ; but that is 
not th(‘ fault in the present instance. It is an indiscriminate application 
of superlati\e expressions*, which banishes all gradation, and leaves no 
distinction Ixstwecn the most exalted and most moderate merit. To , 
such excess has this practice extended, that at length the pen is dropt, 
with an avowal of inability to find words for the description of remain- 
ing exeelleneii's. Witli this confession, they are dismissed as indescri- 
ba!)le: in imitation of the painter, who, having exhausted every ex- 
jucs.sion of grief, iinished by drawing a veil over the principal iigure. 
Keports of actions are in so many cases e(|ually inconclusive, that, 
excepting as an outline, they afford little information. Long and general 
descriptions are given of trifling aflairs, in terms imirortant enough for 
the conflict of armies and tlie loss of thousands ; but they arc easily 
reduced to their proper level, by the investigation of facts and circum- 
stances, the, real loss of the British troo[)s in the nAurn, and the pro- 
bable loss ol' the enemy inferred from many accounts. No common 
standard being easily established for the preparation of reports, they are 
left at till' niercv of individual characters; of which, in one respect, 
they do not form a bad criterion. It therefore follows that some ofllcers 
display, in diffuse detail, petty services, which by others')- would be 
altogether omitted. 

Though few wars pos.sess greater variety of incident than abounds in 
that which has been recently ternfmated, it is probable the account of 


The Diikd of Wellin^^ton’s reports always niainlain a sobriety of style wlfieh renders them 
intflljerihlt'. 

1 The reduction of Paar Ghecr, once an irnj)ortant place undin* the first Mahratta Ruler, with 
tliat of more than thirty other forts of different degrees of consetpience, w as effected under Brigadier 
rhuicral Munro’s orders without their ever being reported; so little did he consider them worthy 
of notice. 
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it wliicli is now given will be considered as abundantly long. A more . 
summary narrative, however, would have been unnecessary ; and would 
not have suited its declared intention. How tar the importance ot the 
‘Subject entitles it to be treated at such length, may possibly be consi- 
dered with more impartiality out of India. Yet if here be a tendency 
to confer too much importance on events in this quarter of the British 
‘ Empire, there is not less danger of their being neglected by the public 
at home. Compared with the events of vital consequence at their own 
doors, the transactions of India lose much of their interest, except 
among a few who have relatives or friends in this country. The high 
rank^ of the actors, and the strength of the armies engaged in Europe, 
give ihern a splendour denicxl to Indian warfare, where a Lieutenant 
will occasionally exercise the functions of a Lieutenant-colonel, and a 
Colonel command a division. At the same time the real dignity of 
events ought to depend on facts and their results to mankind, and are 
a worthier object of the contemplation of a philosopher. Yet even here 
the field is narrowed, for, as the reviewers remark : It is very dillicult 
to be philosophical about the details of warfare — about marches and 
sieges, howitzers and lieutenant-colonels, stratagems, alarms, nian- 
(I'uvrings, fightings, and runnings away^’ — of all w hicli there is abun- 
dance in the following pages. 

Not only is the rank of the oflicers, employed in great commands, 
lower in India than in Europe, but the mililary operations, it must be 
allowed, are more simple, and conseqiuuitly neither atibrd so much in- 
terest, nor require the same calculation or caution. The want of skill 
in the Commandant of a fort reliev(‘s his ad\ ersary from the practice of 
many precautions and expedients. Owing, indeed, to a deficiency of 
perseverance or means of defence on the part of a garrison, the greater 
number ot sieges have been reduced to little more than demomtrations. 


* Although it may bi* said, we had “ a kingdom for a atiigv, Princes to act, and Monarchs 
to behold the swelling scene,” yet they were very unimpoitant cliaracters compared with tlie 
Potentates of Europe. 
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Equal simpUcity„prevails throughout the general cohduct of the cam- 
paign;’ Tlie prsCcticability or difficulty of roads^is ^yen more considered, 
and with ^od reason, thmi the opportunities which may be furnished 
by any movemefit, td the enterprises of the enemy.' On the field of 
battle, there occur but few instances or‘parts of a position being taken 
.and retaken, or long contested. ’ There afe few batteries Carried and 
recaptured*, and few difficult predicaments or uncertain situations 
arising out of an ^ncmy's manoeuvre. This wilf be manifest from an 
inspection of the topographical plahs, none of which require repetition, 
for the exhibition of new positions on the same ground. 

But if the service of India is thus reduced witlpn narrow scientific 
bounds, its dangers f are not inferior to those in European 'service ; nor 
is there less e-xercise for the virtues of' bravery and constancy, as may 
be deduced from the following details ; and these displayed in a cli- 
mate, whose influence tends to debilitate the mind as weU as |he body. 
An efficient military system, under vigilant superintendence, has al- 
ways prevailed in some part of the Eastern empire, and has kept alive 
the military spirit, like the sacred fires which are neyer extinguished. 
In India the mind of the officer has scarcely any opportunity of being 
weaned from his profession ; his home is distant, and he can fly to no 
other society or scenes where he may cease to reflect that he is a soldier. 
His service is against declared enemies.; ..for he is not even employed 
against an unarmed mob. J The very circumstance abo of wearing his 

, , ' , 't ' • 

‘ jf 

* The instance of the Nepaul War forms scarcely ^ ‘ ' 

t The following recapitulation of casualties in ac^ott T^ill illustrate this point, 

if it be recollected how few European Officers arc evfer'pres^liilriJi^h Natiyclcotps. • 

Number of European Com- (Of the - Bengal Presuknfcy 18 

missiori^ Officers kiBed \ Madras, ditto. , 104 

and Wounded. Bombay ditto 12 

TotaTM......f. 134 

To which might be added^ p to t^i| the Extraordinary number jvho have died 

during the latter campaign, and iramediitelj^'^ft^ards, from the ieverity of service, ^ , 

t The singular instance to the contrary^ pccurrtd at Seritigaj^a^, in 1800, 
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military uniform on all occasions (excepting at a few stations) is, 
however trivial it may appear, calculated to maintain the esprit de 
corps unfliminished. The common marches of corps in India for mere 
change of (juarters, bear the semblance of war, and are accompanied 
by forms and circumstances of actual service, which are impracticable 
either in the United Kingdom, or any of the Colonies. On the$e 
grounds is veiitured the general assertion, that during peace a British 
corps in India is at any time litter for field service, than one in 
Europe. • 

Under such circumstances, the generality of officers cannot avoid 
attaining a conside/ablc share of proficiency in their art. Even for 
excellence in tlie highest walk, the India service boasts of having un- 
folded the talents of a genius who has outshone and conquered his ri- 
vals. The Madras Army pride themselves on this distinction ; and the 
individuals of it who served under Sir Arthur Wellesley add to the com- 
mon feeling, the cherished recollection of acquaintance* with a General 
who has risen even to th<; pinnacle of fame, and the highest rank of a 
subject. Indisputable merit alone can attain such elevation under (he 
British Government. This places the pre-eminence of the Sepoy Gene- 
ral on a different footing from the fame of many heroes who have risen 
by Court favour.-f- 


* It is said that the Duke of Wellington recollects the acquaintances of Major-general Welles- 
ley ; and his Gnicc has giviSti most substantial proof of the constancy of his Eastern friendships. 

t Although the great Condc is deservedly esteemed a genius in war, and had latterly to 
struggle against Court intrigues, he was forced into command of tlie French army by Court favour, 
when only twenty-one years of age^ before he could possibly have formed his character, when he 
was quite inexperienced, and Was therefore placed under the tutelage of old Mareschal de 
rH6pital, to be tlius prevented from doing wrong. His genius, liowever, forced the Marshal's 
trammels on the occasion of Uie first battle, and, at that early age, exliibited not only talents, 
but a judgment scarcely credible. The accounts of this warrior having come down to posterity, 
through the medium of panegyrics, (those master falsifienf^ of facts,) and the Vain expositions of 
French w ritcra, tlierc is almost room to distrust so miraculous a phenomenon. What man will 
find in his own breast, or in his observations, the evidence of )Mich self-confidence at that age, or 
of that of the page of Gustavus Adolphus, who, at the ago of eighteen, ventured to change the 
orders of his Prince on the field of battle ? These i^ances of precocity’ certainly appear incre- 
dible ; but they are in really little more singular tf^ the circumstance of Mareschal Turenne 
growing more venturous as he grew old. 
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It might have been gratifying to the reader, to findhere a portraiture 
of the various Native characters whose names have been introduced ; 
and it is confessed that such an addition would have served to elucidate 
some circumstances of the war. But the information on this subject, 
which is in the Author s possession, being very defective, would appear 
quite insulated, from the want of further materials for completing a 
general view. Great ilifliculty attends the acquisition of knowledge 
respecting the characters of individuals among llje Natives of India ; 
and when obtained, it is not particularly interesting. 

The only remaining topic which appears to require notice here, re- 
spects the geographical and topographical plans, which exceed in num- 
ber those commonly attached to military works. Without them no 
commentary is completely intelligible ; and it is only to be regretted, 
that, in general, it is impracticable to supply them so abundantly as on 
the present occasion. To the professional student, they are invaluable ; 
and even the general reader will be gratified by the geographical plans. 
The collection of materials, both for them and for the Memoir,' has de- 
layed the completion of this work beyond the period originally proposed. 
This, perhaps, should not be considered a subject of regret, as it afforded 
more opportunity for a satisfactory conclusion.. On some points in- 
formation may be still wanting ; but it must neces.sarily be trifling, for 
otherwise it would have been found in the records to which the Author 
has had access. As the further suspense, fo command minute preci- 
sion, would however lead to an indefinite delay, it has appeared inex- 
pedient to lose a favourable opportunity,- which cantiot reebr during this 
season, for dispatching the work in its pre-sebt shape from India. The 
Author would fain excuse its deficiencies, by a reference to the multipli- 
city of his official business ; but he is aware of the weakness of such 
apologies, and thAt .tthen a man assumes the character of an Author, he 
is liable to every iresj^sibility belonging to a voluntary act. While 
the public are grateifbl for information submitted to them, they will 
beat ready evideno^st^inst perverse or mistaken views and errors of 
judgme^ ; but above ajl faults, thpj^ will resent the freedom of a writer. 
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who appears carelessly before their tribunfil ; for the general position 
may be safely maintained, that however common is the s|)(|ctacle of 
labour fruitlessly bestowed, a work of permanent vplue is only accom- 
plished by toilsome perseverance. 


Madras, March 13, 18:20. 
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CHAPTER I. 

CAUSES OF THE WAR. 

Uoh'o^per/ of Political Relations nnlh the Native Pmvers suhseqnent to the War of 1803. 
Pcishwah. Bhooslah. Holknr and Scindiah. Pindarries, Lord Minto's Administra- 
lion. Peishwah. Bhooslah. Holknr. J/)rd Hastings's Administration. Peishwah. Ni- 
zam. Bhooslah. Augmented Force in the Deckan. Irruption of tJw Pindarries. 
Nccessih/ of dcsfrot/ing their Power. Prospects connected with the Attack of the 
Pindarries. Fjxtcn.sive means of the British Government. Exercise of a special 
Autlmiti/ necessary in the Deckan. Sir Thomas Hislop. Sir John Malcolm. Primary 
Ohjcci of the Military Operations subsequently changed. 


^rilE political events which immediately followed the general Mahratta 
W ar of 1803, and those which preceded that of 1817, have already been 
laid before the public in a manner so satisfactory, as may obviate the 
necessity of entering at length into considerations with which probably 
the reader is familiar. This remark would be more incontrovertible, did 
such publications supply a connected account of the occurrences which oc- 
cupied all the time between those periods As there are, however, con- 
siderable blanks, it is trusted that a short retrospect of the series of events 
which intervened, will prove acceptable, as furnishing the desired connec- 
tion, so far as relates to the objects of the present Memoir. 

The conclusion of the Mahratta War of 1803 left the British Government 
in India at peace with all the Native Powers, without, however, destroying 
the seeds of future hostility. The Peishwah's alliance was by many deemed 
insecure; and the Duke of Wellington, whose situation at that time gave 
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him opportuniU^^ A^ obs^nwg th^plWgi?es^ g/ affairs, and of ofBciallj 
declaring his opinijjps, ^)^ied^ th^lowes^ estimate of Bajee Rao’s* charade: 

The Rajah of Nagpoor, through the agency of others whose conduct 
might, when convenient, disavow, committed, under the mask of friend 
ship, actions which sufficiently demonstrated that he was not cordially 
attached to the new order of things. He engaged, likewise, in intrigues 
with Scindiah and Holkur to such an extent, as led to the supposition, ii 
not to the absolute belief, that by a confederacy of those three powers, 
the war would be renewed. 

Holkur, however, was the first to commence hostilities, unaided by anj 
public support from other quarters, though, not improbably, encouraged 
by hopes of future assistance. The course of that war, which was termi- 
nated in 1805, is sufficiently known. Scindiah, the year before, through 
fear of Holkur’s encroachments on him, while labouring under the disas- 
trous effects of his late campaign, had concluded a treaty of defensive 
alliance with the British Government. Yet, when he perceived how much 
their arms were occupied by the contest with Holkur, he could not resist 
the temptation of again trying his strength. He, accordingly, marched from 
Saughur, and arrived on the Chumbul when Holkur was at Bhurtpoor, the 
Rajah of which he had engaged in his cause. These events occupied 
a considerable time; during which the operations at Bhurtpoor termi- 
nated, and Holkur shewed a disposition so pacific, that Lord Lake has- 
tened by speedy marches to attack Scindiah. The latter fled with the 
greatest precipitation from Subbulghur, when, finding Holkur subdued, and 
a peace subsequently concluded with him by the British Government, he, 
also, was willing to make a new treaty, which took place in November 1805. 

Thus was the general peace restored, as it respected the British do- 
minion ; but the States of Scindiah and Holkur, which had been accus- 
tomed to live by plunder, continued to desolate most of the country now 
denominated Central India. Under this state of things, was gradually and 
imperceptibly formed a power which, though still under the sanction of an 
avowed subjection to the rulers of Malwah, gained sufficient strength, with 
time, to extort territory from them under various pretences, and to wrest 
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^jsome lands from tire Chiefs adjoining.^ j lTOese, losses jjroduced occa- 
sional efforts to reduce to obedience those freelbooters denominated .^indar- 
ries, in the first instance by persuasion, and when that failed, by trifechery. 
:But the seizure of this Chiefe by Scindiah dimliushed. neither the spirit 
nor the numbers of their followers^ and they were at length liberated by 
him, oh the promise of, paying a lai^e ransom, at a fixed period. ' Thus let 
loose in 1807, diey agsun headed their followers, and spread devastations 
on all sidesi sparing, however, the territories of Scindiah, inorderto re- 
tain the support of his name and authority. , , . ^ 

The foregoing occurrences refer to the Governments of Lord Wellesley, 
Lord Cornwallis, and Sir George Barlow. Lord Minto arrived in India 
during the. year last mentioned, when peace, the excursions of Pindarries 
excepted, prevailed throughout the country. From his Lordship’s pacific* 
])olicy this peace would have continued, but for the unjustifiable conduct of 
neighbouring Powers. In 1 808, Runjeet Sing, the. Chief of Lahore, threat- 
ened to subdue, and annex to his dominion, the petty Seik States lying to the 
south of the Sutlej, which, for a long series of years, had been dependant 
on the empire of Delhi. Under these circumstances, they claimed the 
protection of the British Government. This was granted by assembling 
a respectable force, under General St. Leger, who marched towards the 
Sutlej, while Mr. C. T. Metcalfe f proceeded on a mission to Runjeet 
Sing. As the result, the latter abandoned his designs on the southern 
Seiks ; and uninterrupted amity has, ever since, subsisted between both 
governments. * F. , 

To return to the Mahrattas. The Beishwah’s affairs hAd proceeded 
in a peaceful tenor till 1812, when his attempts to subvert tiie southern 


* This expression must be taken entirely with reference to the Native Powers, without 
examining wherS that Nobleman jdaced the line which should separate the propriety of forbear- 
ance from tha^of chaatisement. ^Charged as he was with the reduction of all thePrSneh and 
Dutch possessions east of the Cape, he h^ abundant cause for avoiding war in India, during a 
period occupied in distttitt,,0{K!lat!pns, which were conducted with energy, and terminated with tho 
most 'brilliant succesa, • 

t This'gehtlei^n, wH()S(||U)ine, from' frequent employment in affairs of delicacy and trust, 
is well known as q diplomatic agent! was, till lately, Politick Resident at Delhi; and is now 
(1 8i0) Secretary, to the Governor OHteral, in the secret and’ po^cal department. 
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Jaghiredars * led to an interference for their protection. These it had always 
been the British policy to support, consistently with their performance of 
the service due to the Poonah Government. The Peishwah was induced 
to wave some of his extravagant pretensions, while the Jaghiredars were 
obliged to renew their obedience, and their services, which, till then, 
had been either refused or tardily granted. But the British Goveniment 
was, afterwards, constantly called upon, to prevent, on the one side, un- 
just exaction, and to enforce, on the other, subordination and respect. 

During the life of Raghojee Bhooslah, nothing occurred to disturb the 
peace, or the seeming harmony, which subsisted with the Nagpoor Govern- 
ment. Indeed, according to the natural course of things, it should have 
been greatly improved by the conduct of the British Government, during 
Lord Minto’s administration, in 1809, when the Nagpoor Power was con- 
siderably endangered in consequence of the invasion of Ameer Khan.f 
Then the movements of a respectable division of the Madras army, under 
the late Major-general Sir Barry Close, from the Deckan, and of a similar 
corps, under Sir Gabriel Martindell, from Bundelcund, relieved the Nag- 
poor army from the distressing situaition of being invested in a position 
where, for some weeks, it was forced to engage in a daily skirmish for 
water. 

Since the peace with.IIolkur, in January 1806, the most amicable terms 
had subsisted between that Power and the British Government. Almost 
the only intercourse, however, which occurred, was on the occasion of the 
reception, at Holkur's court, of Mohiput Ram;}:; the invasion of the Ni- 
zam’s and Peishwah s territories by Whhid Allee Khan Bungush§, and 


^ These were Chiefs considered, latterly, tJiough not originally, as feudatories of the Peish- 
wah. They principally occupied the Mahratta country south of the Kistnah, from whence their 
general appellation. 

t The name of this Chief occurs in the campaign, of 1805, with Holkur. Ho commanded 
a large body of horse, who crossed the Ganges, and were pursued by the British cavalry under 
Major-general Smitli, till their (Inal retreat beyond the Jumnah. 

I He was one of the Nizam’s ministers. Having shewn himself inimical to the existing 
relations between that Durbar and the British Government, he was expelled from his olhee in 
1807, and placed himself at the head of an insurrection. The Hydrabad Subsidiary Force 
marched to suppress his party, which was pursued to the extremity of the Deckan. 

§ This was a Chief, who having collected a formidable body of soldiers of fortune, was sur- 
prised at Aumulnair, in Khandesh, by tlie Hydrabad Subsidiary Force, under Brigadier-general 
Doveton, in 1 808, and his force destroyed or dispersed. 
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Ameer Khan’s attack on the Rajah of Nagpoor* Jeswunt Rao Holkur he- 
came deranged in 1808 ; and from that period till his death, in 1811, he 
took no active part in the government of his dominions. He was suc- 
ceeded by his son, the present Mulhar Rao Holkur, then about six years 
of age. 

Lord Hastings, on his arrival in India, as Governor-general and Com- 
mander-in-Chief, in 1813, found the relations with the Native Powers such 
as have been cursorily described. In a short time, however, his Lordship s 
attention was drawn to the conduct of the Nepaul State ; and the experi- 
ence, early obtained, of the effects of forbearance on the part of the British 
Government, induced him to adopt those spirited measures, with the suc- 
cess of which the public are well acquainted. 

For some time previous to 1815, the Poonah Court had been disturbed 
by intrigues to displace the minister Sedasheo Bhao Munkaisur, In the 
course of that year they gained much ground ; the Peishwah having been 
persuaded to bring into public notice his personal favourite Trimbuekjee 
Deinglia. It was during the period of his power that Gungadhur Shastree, 
the accredited agent from the Guickwar State, was assassinated in the 
streets of Punderpoor, to which place he had attended the Pejshwah's 
C ourt for purposes of devotion. As Trimbuekjee was universally con- 
sidered as the promoter of this murder, though it was subsequently un- 
doubted that he was but an instrument employed for that purpose by the 
Peislnvah, the interference of the British Government was found necessary, 
for his disgrace and punishment. The details of his apj)rehension,' con- 
finement, and escape from Taunah, in September 1816, are sufficiently 
known. The latter event was followed, in the early part of the ensuing 
year, by an insurrection, of which he was the head, about the Mahadeo 
hills, south of Poonah. The Peishwah not only evading the adoption of 
measures to reduce Trimbuckjee’s power, but also scarcely acknowledging 
its existence, the Subsidiary Force was marched to the vicinity of Poonah, 
and terms of a new alliance, more efficient than that now subsisting had 
proved, were offered for his Highness’s acceptance. The security required 
for die performmice of these terms, and which he was unable to reject, was 
the surrender into Biitish possession of the forts of Ryeghur, Singhur, 
and Poonmder. Accordingly, after the treaty of June 1817, they were 
immediately occupied , by British garrisons. 

While these commotions prevailed in the;Court of Pcoriah, occurrences 
at the Nizanfs Dwriir produced, , oh the Resident’s part, the application 
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of military force, to assert the British predominaijcy. Thi^„ measure was, 
in its result, successful, and the Nizam’s son, who was a^ di® b®ad of the 
insubordinate party, was sent to reside in the fort of Golbonda. I , . , 
, Rajah Raghojee Bhooslah died m the early part of 1816, ^aa sue-., 
ceeded by his imbecile son IVfoodajee, who, by incapacity and' total 
ness, was rendered unfit to govern. A Regent was therefore ap^inted> 
by the principal members of the State, who desired and obtaiimd the con- 
currence of tlie British Government. This Regent was Appah Sahih^ ^ho 
succeeded his cousin Moodajee, on the Musmd becoming^ Vacant soon 
afterwards by his death. During the short regency of Apj^t^ Sahib, the 
object of a subsidiary alliance, which had long been a deSiaeT^tum,' was 
accomplished at his express solicitation. These events, under Lord Hast- 
ings’s administration, with reference “to the States of Nepaul, Poonah, 
Hydrabad and Nagpoor, it was necessary to relate, as they produced the 
gradual augmentation of the British forces* in the Deckan previous to the 
war. 

How far the removal of a large force, to a distance from the British 
frontier, might have induced the Pindarries to expect that they should find 
it ill protected, is, perhaps, a consideration of little importance. It is, 
however, probable, that seeing they had already exhausted the districts of 
the Deckan, where their incursions had, likewise, become more difficult, 
they were induced to fix on a less impoverished, though more distant, field 
of plunder. Accordingly, in the early part of 1816 and 1817, they entered 
the British territory, under the Madras Presidency, in large bodies. Not- 
withstanding the previous dispositions for the prevention of their incur- 
sions, and the activity of the troops in the vicinity of their routes, they 
succeeded in materially injuring the country, and left no reason to suppose 
their chastisement such, as to preclude the probability of their return. 

These aggressions called for the most spirited conduct on the part of the 
British Government ; and the communications on this subject to the sevetal 
Mahratta powers, through whose tolerance, if .not encouragement, the Pin-* 


• From 1814, successive reinforcements, according to the .exigency of affair*, had made 
them amount, at the date of the treaty of Poonah, to one squadron of horse artillery, 'eight regi- 
ments of Native light cavalry, two companies and a half of European foot-artillerji with an,p®»I 
number of gun Lascars, three regiments of European foot ; four companies of rifles^ thre^)^'- 
talions of light infantry, thirty-two battalions of the line, and 6ve companies of pioneers, NaSve. 
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darries existed on so foftni(!|ble a footing, shodld hkve convinced them that 
the proposed measnrM ■vvtml'd be most efFetitually executed- The result of 
defensive hieastwes Had been tdr^dy ascertained by. the experience of 
several years; Not only had the expense of that sysltem bee^ proved to be 
ruinous, but the unremedied evil was, as undbubfe(%, found to be rapidly 
increasing. In fact, it will appear, that in the natural course of things, 
affairs could not have had another result.' The Pittdames yf0e situated on 
the Nerbuddah, in the centre of a circle, of which the British Government 
had to defend the circumference, with the exception of a small portion, 
extending from Goozerat to the nearest point of the Jumnah. This part, 
forming the south-eastern boundary of Rajahpootana, was, however, that 
alone which the Pindarries abstained from molesting ; but it was occupied 
by plunderers of as formidable a character under another name. Ameer 
Khan had succeeded in establishing himself permanently in Jeypoor and 
Joupoor. As these countries were nearly exhausted by his army, it ap- 
peared that he had scarcely any option, but that of relying on the plunder 
of the neighbouring British possessions, for its future subsistence.. To 
dwell longer on this point is evidentlf superfluous ; for, in proportion as it 
was ruinous and inefficacious to attempt the defence of a circumference, 
the opposite points of which might be threatened at the same moment, 
so was the concentric attack of this source of annoyance advantageous and 
indispensable. K 

All the Native Powers concurred in deploring the evil of the predatory 
system which prevailed in the midst of them, and; testified every possible 
alacrity to contribute to its suppression. These professions, which were 
probably intended to diminish the ardour of the British Government, were 
not sufficient to hill it into a confidence in their Sincerity. LefeS suspicion 
might have been entertained of the Nagpoor State, with which thfe greatest 
cordiality prevailed ; and the conclusion of the treaty of the 1 3th of June, 
with the Peishwah, seemed to promise at least that no counteraction 
would ari^e fromdhat quarter.^ On Scindiah, Holkfir, and Ameer Khan, 
there was less reason to depend. The former was long known to par- 
ticipate ill the pjundlr of the Pindarries, in return for the protection 
of his Authority. . Of j-Holkiifs Government, no better opinion could be 
formed, ^though.,any mtercourse with it had fov a considerable time 
ceased, and its iBspdsiiiibns remained,, in some .degrde, to be surmised. 
Ame^r Khan, ^ whose dominion i|;psted only ^th the presence of his 
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army, wa.s notoriously acknowledged to be the supporter of plunder 
and rapine against regular government. In contemplating, therefore, the 
plan of a campaign for the extermination of the Pindarries, it behoved thp 
Governor-general to provide at the same time against a combination of the 
substantive Powers. Jie thus would frustrate a measure which tended to 
establish an active foreign controul in the heart of India. He wouliPalso 
relieve the British territories from an annoyance, which, there was reason 
to suspect, was viewed by the Native Powers with a secret satisfaction. 

The provision of means for this purpose was projected on the most 
- ample scale ; for it has always been the policy of Lord Hastings’s adminis- 
tration, to bring forward, in military operations, such an overwhelming 
force, as either to deter, or rapidly to crush, opposition. Fron)*what has 
been premised, it will ap])car that the first and immediate theatre of war 
would be the Valley of the Nerbuddah, but that, after the expulsion of the 
Pindarries from that line, the operations were liable to extend to any part 
of Malwah or the Deckan, according to the direction of their flight, and to 
the part which, under those circumstances, the substantive Powers might 
appear to adopt. Those countries forming generally what is denominated 
Central India, are nearly surrounded by the British possessions. They 
are therefore open to the separate entrance of armies draum from the three 
Presidencies. With regard to the Deckan, it was already occupied, as has 
been mentioned, by a large British force. On that side, therefore, it was 
only required, that what reinforcements could be spared should be added 
from the territories of Madras and Bombay. The demonstratiom on the 
northern and eastern parts of Malwah were the peculiar province of the 
Bengal army. On the western frontier, the means of bringing forward a 
strong corps of Bombay troops, existed in Goozerat. 

A combination so extensive, under the direction of one authority, has 
nothing e-xactly similar, or parallel to it, in European warfare. The armies 
which attacked the power of Buonaparte, after the failure of the Russian 
expedition, were indeed drawn from points scarcely moreviistant than were 
the coqrs lately co-operating in India; yet, the combination against him 
was formed by the coalition of many crowned heads. This remark is 
offered to exhibit the peculiar character of a general war in India, 
arising from the vast extenti^he theatre ; the numerous lines of ope- 
ration.s ; the successive ehangesjllf their objects, owing to the uncertain 
councils of the Native Powers; t® length' of the communications, and the 
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necessity of previqusjy, coUeCtiug ext^orditiary supplies of money and 
provisions, where thi-system of levying contributions in' to lenemy’s coun- 
try, is not practised by the British armies. Even thfemejtos 6f transport are 
maintained entirely independtot of. the resourees Of the country, through 
which the movements of an anny are condtotcd. ■ these are the principal 
considerations of a governriieni*, in preparing ilbrfvrar. Yet, hovvevcr well 
. they might be digested in the present instance, the contemplation- of the 
delays and uncertainties attending all distant communications through the 
theatre of operations, and the necessity, under particular circumstances, 
of an immediate conclusion of political arrangements, without a previous 
reference, pointed out the expediency of a special controul and responsi- 
bility being exercised in the Dpckan, subject to general instructions, and 
such occasional direction, as the Governor-general, who resolved on taking 
the field in person, should, consider necessary to be, applied. 

In selecting for such distinguished authority an offiber deserving of, pro- 
portionate confidence, Lord Hastings acknowledged that his rank shoul^f^be 
sufficiently elevated, to Justify the supercession of the Besidents at Hydra- 
bad, Nagpoor, and Poonah. Also, that he should be aided in the exercise 
of his powers, by a Political Agent from the Governor-general; to be the 
channel of correspondence with those functionaries, and of negotiations 
with the Native States and Chiefs. Pursuant'to these views, his Excellency, 
Lieutenant-general Sir Thomas Hislop, Bart, .pommander in Phief of the 
army of Fort St. George, was directed to assume “ the personal command 
of all the troops in the Deckan, and the 'general controul, subject to the 
authority of the Governor-general in CouAcil only, of the military opera- 
tions, and political negotiations and arrangements, connected with the pro- 
posed service in that quarter of India;”* and farther, to consider himself 
“ subject eventually, in tlie conduct of operations in the field, to the 
authority of tb ^Q mmander in Chief in India.*^ Sir John Malcolm, K.C. B. 
and K. L. S. was, at the same time, appointed for the purposes already 
mentioned, to. be the Governor-general’s Pofftical Agefit at Sir Thomas 
Hislop’s head-qilat^rs, on the grounds of “ his acknowledged , abilities, 
’judgmeht, expeldencei and his extensive and accurate acquaintance with 
every branch of our British political interests.” \ Ih 'making these 

• Supwlne (iroverntnent to the Government of Fott St. George, 10th May, 1817. 
t Supreme Governhient to Sir Thomw Hialop, 10th May, 1817. 

■ 1 Gpveruor-geheral'a Minute, lOth May, 1817. . .. 
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arrangements, however, it was not, intend^ that, the duties of the 
Re^dents should be unnecessarily interrupted ; and it was therefore ex- 
pressly declared, that "the authority vested ih Sir Thomas Hislop does 
not .extend to the regular and established functions of the Residents ; nor is 
it to give him any interference in the details of their official duties, or in tlm 
affairs of the courts at which they reside.” For So delicate a situation, few 
persons were so well qualified as Sir Thomas Hislop, His unassuming cha- 
racter gave entire security to the Supreme Government, that no strained 
interpretation of the extensive political controul vested in him, would de- 
range the dispositions they contemplated. In the spirit of these arrange- 
ments it was resolved, that the officers at that time in command of corps 
in the field, should not be unnecessarily superseded. The rank of Briga- 
dier-general being also considered suitable to the extent of command pro- 
posed for those following, the same was conferred, by the Supreme Govern- 
ment, on Colonels Toone, D’ Auvergne, Arnold, Hardyman, Watson, and 
Friffi, serving ulider the Bengal Presidency ; on Colonels Munro*, Doveton, 
Malcolm, Floyer, and Pritzler, serving under the Madras Presidency; and 
on Colonel Smith, serving under the Presidency of Bombay. Thus a pro- 
vision was made for the eventual employment of the Political Agent, Sir 
John Malcolm, in a military capacity, pursuadt to Lord Hastings’s view of 
enabling Sir Thomas Hislop " to avail himself of that officer’s services on 
any distinct military cominand, on which he may find it expedient to em- 
ploy an officer in his particular confidence.”t 

It may be proper to mention, that these orders of the Supreme Govern- 
ment were dated on the 10th of May, 1817 ; at which period the affairs at 
Poonah, previous to the treaty, were in that unsettled state which has been 
described. Accordingly, Sir Thomas Hislop’s instructions embraced, in 
the first instance, the object of reducing the Peishwah’s power. The pre- 
sence of tlie Poonah Subsidiary Force having, however, been found suf- 
ficient for this purpose, as already noticed, the campaign was proposed to 
be opened by the attack ofthe Pindanies ; leaving the assumption of the 
Cessions, in the southern Mahratta country; to be effected by means of’ a 
corps assembled on the Toombudra. This was placed under the doinmand 
of Colonel Thomas Munro, a name too well known to require, throu^ ahy 
eulogium here, an introduction to the reader’s acquaintance.- .Iv't 

• ColonelJ. Munro wa« later in receiving's Brigadier-general’s coiqg]iis8ionthitd>l>% other 
officers on whom it was conferred; ‘ . 

t Governor-general’s Minute, 10th May, f817. 
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and Engineering. Detail and Amount of British Forcet : and of Auxiliaries. CW 
parison of the Amount of the Field Armies, with the Extent and Population of the 
Country producing them. Its Revenues. Review of the former Armies of India. 
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At Poonah, % Nagpoor. .Estimate of the Amount 


The political negotiations at tlie several Native Courts, subsequent to the Ji'rNjti'vT ** 
Governor-general’s resolution of introducing a British army into the heart 
of India, are intimately connected with a view* of the plans adoix|e4 ousiothewat. 

opening and prosecution of the campaign. Thus, ’however it hap been the 
Author’s object to confine himself to subjects of a nature purely military, 
some reference to such negotiations he finds to be indispensable. 

The situation of Scindiah’s dominions, both politically and gepgraphically. At owaimr. 
gave it a primary importance in the contemplation of a war foithe extirpa- 
tion of the Pindarries ; accordingly, early measures were adopted to engage 
the power of 4jbat government in support of the British designs ; or, failing 
in that object, to preclude, ..at least, its opposition. The pncertainty of 
Scindiah’s cdbncils, while it rendered thk, task extremely difficult, served, 
at the same time, to prevent thaf -Chief from assuming a position de- 
c^edly hoa|ljl 9 ?« 'The ia8nbordifiation ,of his . Army, added ' to some other 
Sumstanpes,, ilso contributed tp ppiduce occurrences , 'of a vexatious 
“^^re« : By the last Treaty- of Poon^» the' Peishwah ceded, in perpe- 
tuity, to thq British Government, all right and sovereignty over his pos- 
sessions nortb^Af the Nerbudc^ Itliese were bordering qn the terri- 
^..torieis. of Dolriut Rap , Scindiah, with’jwhich they were' in some instances 
intermixed'; ^a^rcumllaace whi^^i presented an obvious cause^of difference 
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with a Mahratta State. A force in Scindiah’s service, consisting tif some 
battalions of infantry with guns, under the command of Major Hartoon, en- 
tered the district ofpeorree, seiz;ed on Ghoorjama, one of its dependencies, 
and subsequently attempted to levy contributions on the town of Deorree 
itself. In reply to remonstrances, on the part of the British Resident, 
against this aggression, Scindiah disclaimed the acts of his officer, apd 
affected to dispatch orders for his immediate recal. These, however, being 
disregarded, Scindiah would neither punish him for the alleged disobe- 
dience, nor permit his ally to assist in chastising the perpetrators of these 
acts of hostility, though he admitted his own inability to controul them. 
Such conduct is frequent with the Native Powers of India ; as suited to 
their loose system of government, by enabling them occasionally to disavow 
a participation in acts for which they may be called to account. In the 
same spirit of unsatisfactory alliance, applications for the protection of their 
families and support of themselves, were received from the Pindarry Chiefs, 
by Scindiah, while professing his anxious desire to suppress them. Their 
Vakeels actually resided in his camp, as well as the British Resident, till 
the course of military operations rendered useless their longer continuance. 
Such conduct, on the part of Scindiah; not only encouraged the efforts of 
the Pindarries, but declared to India that he was really adverse to their 
expulsion. 

By the fourth Article of the Treaty of Poonah, concluded in June 1H17, 
the Peishwah had engaged to hold no communication with any Power what- 
soever, except through the British Resident with his Highness. Yet, before 
the end of the following month, that officer had reason to suspect, that nego- 
tiations for a general confederacy against the British interests were in pro- 
gress, at the particular instigation of the Peishwah. Intelligence arrived 
from several quarters, detailing the intrigues of his emissaries at the camps of 
Scindiah, Holkur, and Ameer Khan. At the same time he was affecting to 
concert, with the British Resident, the most effectual means of crushing the 
Pindarries. For this ostensible purpose, a large body of horse and foot was 
assembled, under his own immediate direction ; while the organization of a 
separate corps was placed, by the sixth Article of the late Treaty, in the 
hands of the Resident. This was proposed to consist of three thousand 
foot and five thousand horse. They were to be commanded by British 
officers, and reguljaed by them on the principles which already obtained in 
an auxiliary corps|maintamod by his HigRness the Nizam, ' . . 
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The Rajah of Nagpoor had in like manner agreed, to place at the dis- 
posal of the British authority at his Couft, a contingent of three thousand 
horse and two thousand foot, to be commanded and organized by British 
officers. The delays however which occurred, in bringing forward this 
contingent, becapiu a source of constant expostulation on the part of the 
Resident,' and indicated how little the Rajah was disposed to observe the 
terms of the exiting alliance. Nor did this circumstance afford the only 
cause to suspect the sincerity of his professed wish to continue oh terms of 
friendship. During the suspicious proceedings at Poonah,, shortly after the 
Treaty with the Peishwah, he had carried on direct negotiations with that 
Prince, in positive violation of the alliance under which he derived his right 
to the British protection of his dominions. Subsequently, indeed, he ex- 
pressed his contrition for this conduct ; and his professions, though not cal- 
culated on, might be thought sincere, till the opening of the campaign. 
Then it appeared, that, during the interval, he had surrendered the fort of, 
Hoossingabad as a post and dep6t for the Nagpoor Subsidiary Force. 

In proceeding to form an estimate of the forces of the several Native 
Powers, against whose opposition it was necessary to provide, difficulties 
])resent themselves sufficient to discourage the undertaking, were it not in- 
dispensable to the plan of this Memoir. In pursuing this object, it will 
be necessary not only to employ documents dated before the opening 
of the war, but likewise to anticipate occasionally the use of such in- 
formation, collected during the subsequent operations, as will give a more 
definite idea on this head, than can be derived from vague conjectures, 
regarding the secret prej)arations for meditated, hostility. The rea^ force of 
the Pindarries is thus undetermined. They have always endeavoured to 
make their power appear as formidable as possible. For this purpose, they 
spread abroad reports, the falsehood of which fevv^vere disposed* to detect. 
Their system was altogether that of terror. Practising the expedients of a 
civilized nation in modern times, they maintained emissaries, throughout the 
sphere of their influence, to publidi exaggerated account^ of thfeir successes, 
and to contradict or suppreii^ occasional rumours of their reverses. In the 
presumptuous language of their pretensions, Cheettoo did not hesitate to pro- 
pose himself to Scindiah, as an instrument for the expulsion of the British 
from **India. VLt probabl^ participated in the general opinion, that the 
British Gov^rnmeni had not the power of expelling the Pindarries, consider- 
ing how ineffigctual had bithertQ proved the attempts at controuling them. 


At Nagpoor. 


Estimate of the 
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including the 
Nizam i 


In this enumeration, the irregular force of the Nizam Is likewise included, 
notwithstanding the difficulty of dhciding whether he should he considelred 
able, as well as inclined, to be hostile. His personal character was inactive 
and imbecile ; while the discontented spirit of some of his sons, added to 
the restlessness of a numerous armed population, rendered dubious, at 
least, the turn which affairs might take, at Hydrabad, under the supposition 
of British reverses. It is however certain, that, in the.jnstructiOta to Sir 
Thomas Hislop, he was directed to provide for the support of the British 
predominancy at that capital. Secret overtures were also made to the 
Nizam on the part of the Peishwah, through agents dispatched for that pur- 
pose, but who were secured by the activity of the Resident. 

It may be a question whether the Guickwar Government should not be 
included in the enumeration of eventual enemies, considering that it was a 
Mahratta State. The Bombay Government evinced considerable apprehen- 
sions respecting its attachment, after the ruptures at Poonah and Nagpoor, 
and the march of the British force from Baroda. Yet, as the Governor-gene- 
ral denied the necessity of this apprehension, and as a body of Guickwar 
irregular horse absolutely joined, though tardily, the British force inMalwah, 
the remaining military resources of that Government have been considered 
Army of scin- as entirely neutral. An estimate of Scindiah’s force, dated at Gwalior the 
11th of October, 1817, and derived through the most authentic means 
procurable, describes it as follows ; 


excluding the 
Guickwar, 
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(Map II.) Scindiah's Head Quarters, 

Baptiste ....... 

Bapoojee Scindiah . 

Jeswunt Brhao Bhao 
Ambajee Punt . . . 

Anna Bukhshee . . 

Belonging to the district of Gwalior 
Five hundred nien is the general strength 
of a battalion, and to each is com- 
monly attached four or five field-pieceSj 

making 

Allowing ten to twelve Golondauze toi 
each gun .... 3 

Totals. . "1 . 




Horse. 
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Golaadauze. 

Field*guns. 

6,000 
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3,000 
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1,600 
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3.000 
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1,000 
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14,260 

15,760 

1,500 . j 
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Or 31,600 fighting Men, and 140 Light Giihs.^ ^ 

* This estimate will probably be {puna hot to*aggferate Scindiah^ fbree^^ ^meAyears prc’* 
viously, it was computed by Sir John Malcolm, at that Chieri i)Mr^<;fr,^Wamount tp^gbteen 

thousand horse, nine thousand five Shndrpd foo^and seven hundred Golandaaze; totaL 8,200 
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The foli9w^,^sta^^ forc^^was J)y Sir Johit oj »»»«.. 

Malcolm, from offiqial d^pumeote at POmietw in .Septeml^r ' 
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Command i>^ 'Purser<m tjiada. ^ 

JPaik of Artilleiy , 

Ck)landauw; 350| Gun Lascars and Pi^meere, 200 .... . . . 

2 Battalions^ containing ckch 507 men r Including Qolanda^se)*^ - 


I Battalion, containing 
1 Battalion, containing^ 
4 Guns to each Battalion 


407 nien^ Gun LascarS) and r 


Ballakao Inglid, 

2 Battalions, including Golandauze, &c. 


Jugganaut Rao. . 

1 Battalion, including Golandauze, &c. 

2 Battalions, including Golandauze, 60^ men, and 4 guns each 

Ram Dem. 

2 Battalions, including Golandauze, 507 men, and 4 guns each 

Ghuffbor Khan and Roskun Beg, 

1 Battalion, including Golandauze, 707 men, and 4 guns . . . 
I Battalion, including Golandauze, 361 men, and 4 guns . . . 

Attached to Holkufs Head-Quartm,. 

1 Battalion, including Golandauze, 600 men, and 4 guns . . , 
Battery of 8 guns, with 156 Golandauze, Gun Lascars, 8tc. . . 
Horse Artillery, 166, includi^ Pioneers, Gun Lascars, &c. . 

•■■■ 
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men : and subsequently, by Mr. Str^ey, to sixteen thCusa^ horse, jind seveuteeif thousand six 
hundred foot, with one hundred and thirty seven guns. It afipears therefore, thpkt more difference 
has gradually obtidned hi the com^position of Scindiidi's army, than in its numbers, during tlie 
period of peace between die ^o ^t^menta. 

• It was the opirlan^lioweyer of Sir John JVfalcolm, who, yith the Resident ,|it Foonah, tppk 
much trouble to ascertain the strcaig|ht of ^]h>lhur'’s arm^y ths'lf sinceirthe date of the above state- 
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The British Resident at Poonah estimated t^e force of the Peishwah, at 
the opening of the campaign, at twehty-five thousand horse and twenty-hve 
thousand foot. Of the latter, one half were considered as 'distributed in 
the various forts of his dominions, and the other half disposable for field 
operations. The following estimate, subsequently made with much research, 
is not widely different : >■ 


Bapoo Gokla 

Viiichoorkur % • 

Narropunt Aptey 

Abba Poorundhurree 

Trimbuckjee Deingiia 

Nepunkur * 

Waman Rao Aptey 

Mor Dixit 

Rastey 

Hurree Munishwar 

Various Chiefs of less note, whose quotas did not ex- 7 

ceed tOOO men .... J 

Guns attached to difterent Chiefs, including the Peish - } 
wah's i 

Total in the Field * . 



There appears to be no better method of computing the strength of the Ra- 
jah of Nagpoor’s army, than by adding to the estimated amount of the force 
engaged with Brigadier-general Doveton s division in December, the troops 
stationed at the same time in the Valley of the Upper Nerbuddah. Nor docs 
it appear that any other military means, worthy , of being mentioned, were 


ment, the infantry had been encreased, and the cavalry diminished. He accordingly concluded, 
from the report of spies, compared wi^ other sources of information, that the foot amounted to 
about twelve thousand men, and the horse to the same number, making a total of twenty-four 
thousand men. The justness of this estimate appears to be, in a great measure, su))ported by an 
ofKcial report of the Resident at Nagpoor, dated the 5th September, 1815. In this it is then- 
tioned, that the Holkur Government were desirous of relying on their infantry, and that .ilieir 
cavalry could not be taken at less than ten thousand. 

i> ’ - 

♦ Exclusive of Uie above number, there were 1 7,300 foot, and an unknown number of 
guns in the garrisons of Pooninder, Singhur, Wassota, Maha and Ryeghur, Koaree, Lhoghur, 
Sholapoor, Pandaughur, Satara, Purtabghur, with several others of less note ; besides ait un- 
estimated fiuntber of her^itary soldiers, wh<| served for lands, and garrisoned many j^laces, 
especially in tlie Kokun. ^ ^ ^ 



dist!ibuted;ia.§|^r partfyrf Na^oor ^omiaions. *11116 enemy^/force, 
on Ae 8bo^men^(^e4<*“t!S^iqo, rep^sentad ^ — '* 

‘ . . '• ' V ‘ ^T:'',.V •‘,\ ' , , 

. Ittt^jWIatNagpoor . 1 . . ..... .^,. i . , . '. ’ ’1%600 8,6W .M‘ 

. .A;. . , . . . ■ . • . . .,.'. — 4,600 

In flue Valley of die Nerbuddab, with other small ) 3166 4 726 

■M' * * • * J * * 'f 

. , . Total e . * 15.766 17.826 85- 

‘ I ' , -I - * ■ 

The aniount of regular force* which mi^t be brought forward by the ot ihcUium, 

Nizam’f Povernment is calculated on the following principles :-^In 1815, it 

was stated from the public returns to be equal to 29,004 horse, and 42,737 
foot. It was concluded, however, from the best , sources of information, 
not really to exceed twp-ihirds of thqge numbers, or about fifty thousand 
men of every arm. Of this number, twenty thousand foot would^have'* 
been of the best description. The horse would probably have. amouj^ted to 
twenty-five thousand, while, of inferior foot, which yvould be. of no use in 
the field, the numbers would have been unlimited. If, therefore, the 

. ^ ’ ‘"'S’- 

Nizam’s efficient force, for service in the field in case of a rupturejcbe Iftken 
at forty-five thousand men, it will not be overcharged. At the same time, 
this may be considered as not likely to be much below the. mark ; the 
active levies of men-nnd horse by all the surrounding States having r^uced 
his means of recruiting to much natyower bounds, than would havw con- 
trouled him under other circumstances. 


In 1809-10, Ameer Khan’s. Power was at its zenith. He yooinmanded ofAmeerKh.n, 
between thirty and forty thousand horse, many of them, however, com- 
posed of Pindarries. His connection with Mahomud Shah l^han, who 
maintained an army on the resodrces of the Joupoof State, also gave him 
the disposal of twelve thousand disciplined infantry,' six thousand cavalry, 
five hundred an^d fifty golandauze, and ,one%undied and twefVe pieces of 
ordnance. “ It ‘ appears that, subsequentlyi Ameer Khan’s Power became 
considdnbly* reduced ; ^ -^heh, i#May^l81'f, S^f Jqto Malcolm’s in- 
quiries wfere direh^^ at.C'hleuila, through ^e best cha^^ pf inforjnation 
regfarding tha^,;c|uef*s*militafy force, it waS estimated at only twelve 
thousand hpi^j seyjeral indiie.rejqt ha^ll^Qhf».Ahd 
nmaTed:g\im:^T 

^ It is here4iinig^^ iftfe»try and P^ltoaijded by-Europejn 

ofH^rs, Would ■ . "T 
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Grand Total . 


MiMir; 


■■ 8;dOO'vr-l8^'''''-' 

6,ooa‘ 

, 4,000 .-'■ ... ■ ;' , 

40iO0ei'\ lalobf^; 




21,000 I - 1,500- 


T^va^thor of this computatiotfr who had superior opportunities ifor 
.,and spared no pains in his researches, concludes, that the num- 
'bdr ©raprse may, without exaggeration, be taken at twenty thousand. Of 
thes^^oi^e half may be considered fit for military service, and the remain- 
der bflill>ii|jMtedi«nly for the work of devastation and plunder, under the pro- 


tection> of, the former. In July 1817, Colonel Adams, commanding the 
Nagpooir Subsidiary' Force, the head-quarters of which wefoafHoossinga- 
bad„^ the almost immediate vicinity of the Pindafries", estimated them at 
twenty thousand horse and foof and twenty<-two guns. Nor does it appear 
that bettetiiimeana have existed than he possessed, of , determining their 
numbers. Yet the fact, that these bodie8,>^^en an opportunity ^s offered 
of ascertaining their amodnt, have always been found less numerous than 
they were .reported, will make it proper t<^take them at a reduced estimate. 

It may not be far from the$ruth, to assiime the total at fifteen thousand 
horse, fifteen hundred foot,^ and twenty guns. These will be considered^US 
the numbers, permanently atta&hed 'to the Pindarry leaders ; for,' doubtless, 
they have occasionally far exceeded 'ithat amount. Captain Tod, whe^ e 
attached to the Residency, with Scin^ah, . a j^ort time previous to the way, 
assumed their numbers to be, j|t one time, forty-ope thousand. This pro- ‘ 
bably arose from their being joined at that particular period by volunteers,' 
for a plundei^pg excursion, Tt6m several Native' armies. Jphese^ if con- 
sidered as Pindarries on tSe present occasi^' Would pfiofably be. twice io' 
eluded in the gen^anotal. The dispositi« of-^e mind, specially ^en* 
under alarm, to magnify objects indefiniwiyi sfej^buteatHot a little to 




Ho& . A. .' . . . \ . ■■.'•'^M- 1 ';- .jA£". ; . 20.000 ; 7.940 .; 107 


HofEiir. A f..':"": 1 ';’'.j4$-'.,,,.',' . , 

'P^sh^fah ' .*A" .•;’ .r 
jjhoosiah .;. . . . : . . 

A.meet’Khan . . . ^ ''!.';.'''r . .' i .' . 'i' 

Nizam .... . ... ... ./. . . ! ♦ . . . . 


* Pindarries ; . , i 

* ' 4' 


20,W -. 7,940. s 107 , 
28,000^ i,lS>800 : 

.11826- ■ ,86 
10,000 , ,200 
2p^0C^^ ^ ■ » ' 


Total ; . . . 


, 18.766 

12,000. 

25.000 

15.000 
A 


, .''M-'' - '■ 

In contemplating the NativeTorOfe which |:M 

the fitst circumstances which will strike a 'militt^yvTtsiiae^rpifiipqiCKHniea 
with Indian armies, is the great disproportion of' cavalry sb' inh^^^ 
cause must be sought ift circuii&tahces common tO iiei^iy all,, th^^untries 
of the East; for under almosfevery Asiatic Gdv«fihhant,'cavali^iaj^ pife‘ 
vailing . force. The formation of regular infantry has. aris^ ^hCtw^Wom a 
connectitm with Europeans. Nor is this sySti^m cnnfiniSd j tch. ,4t pr^. 

vailed in Europe within the p||pd ^ thodem hiatoiy/^^J^^^ by -the 

progress of civilization; and it ficnymidntainliia'^l^l^nd 
In ancient history, the states o|Greece {^’K8W^ 
of civilization, tmmparCd >ith prilWing nSK^ fe-v thieij' ih^htrVl' 

Uey.augm8^dthe^.:goWb|^i^^^ ' 

legiopS, the cayalry fcrni^i but '# ih6hhPdiSl^»prei)0rtM^^^ 

.armies they d^tet|i Asiatic -part 6£ 

idgsiatpd of 


Reflections ( 


> j the composl- 
ltlt6a tion of a Na- 
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soDie cpuntries, by the facility of piultiplying hoyses^ Th^ iadisfMsnsabie, 
netJes'fiity of maintaihing some order amtmg infantry, for^their owli prpseif- 
vation, has been acknowledged in all times. To effect this object^ Miqe dje- 
gree of coercive regulation is requisite ; but this can only exist ^steadily With 
a regular Government. Under a contrary state of things, .a love of tinocmr 
trouled license is the ruling passion of all the individuals of a country^ On# 
horseback alone, and in the plain, can this be effectually enjoyed. The 
; irregularity of Governments therefore appears to be smother cause. Accord'- 
ingly it will be found that, in many instances, an Asiatic State must be 
satisfied with being served on horseback, or not at all. Again, the»exterior. 
of cavalry-service bears an imposing appearance of grandeur and power, 
which, in the vain, flatters self-love, while it inspires terror among the igno- 
rant. These are particularly moved by whatever affects the eye, as are 
savages, by brilliant colours'; and, in like maniier, it is found that the young, 
even in civilized countries, always prefer- the service of the cavalry 
Origin of ^re^- Calculated as that arm is for offensive, rather than for defensive ope- 
Nwive Mfvice. ratiohs, it receives, from this circumstance additional splendour. During 
the conquests of the Mahrattas, their forces consisted entirely of horse, and 
they had chiefly horse to contend with. They may be said to have first 
come in contact with regular infantry, in their wars with the Nizam, when 
a small disciplined corps, with a few guns, under French officers, baffled all 
their attempts to break them. This corps had forced the Nizam to receive it 
as his principal support, after one of the most brilliant, acts * ever performed 
by a small body surrounded by enemies. Th© Mahrattas, after their expe- 
rience’ of the efficacy of this arm, immediately gave their attention to the 
formation of infantry and artillery ; but neither the nature of their, govern- 
ment, nor their character or physical constitution, were calculated to give 
full effect to this change. Infantry best succeeds amofig a people vrith 
robust bodies and obstinate minds ; whereas the Mahrattas are the most 
subtle of nations, and the most, delica.tely framed. They were obliged tp 
call in the aid of Europeans to form their corps, which were almost entirely 
recruited from other casts of . Hihdoos, .and from Mahomedans. These 
were certainly the most powerfiil infantry that dv'er existed under a Native 
Government in, India; but the^/tere nearly .destroyed in the war of 1803 ; 
and thq Treaties. that followed provided against the return of Europeans for 
. j .r ' j, ,t }■ -r- 

^ ^ p- 

♦ See Orine's History of India. .London If ifpsge 15^, , 



capable of it' ^ 

even a paftjal de^i^e-Of jpubjecfiwi> oply Sind gun^, , 

TTiis dliidi|iiuian«B obliged- ^ 

after they had experienced -their iiAbihty to stand agaiSst a British^amy,; 
in consequence, of a general aC^pft with whom theiir gbps Weye; tj^^- and{. 
their, infiwBtry desttbyed.'-' . ' : * ' C ; ' - •; ' , 

Previouslyitpithe war, sevetal of the Mahratta Ghjiefs wei^ re^esented thttjr Cavalry 
as declaring^ that their hope could rest only on aS’ieftirh lp thefri^^af;?’^*"*^""’'' 
method.of warfiirey by which their numerous cavafiy acted on^tlie oirenSwe, 
mid carried devastation and dismay into their enemies’ territories. But 
their cavalry has since become widely different from what it' was in those 
times. The breed of horses has been neglected, and they are neither numerr,, 
ous nor generally fit for military service. The principal division. p| the - 
cavalry is into russalahs*, which may be considered on the foo6i^,of a- 
regiment. Their strength is indeterminate, depending entirely on in- 
fluence and the rank of the nobleinan who commands them. ; .^ny^^ 
division, such as a braderree, or association,, under a Jemidtfirj^s ,^i|ii11;y in- 
definite. The men who serve on horseback are Mahomed^M,'pk|poots, 


and Brahmins. The pay of a private, finding his owa‘ horse, vafiCs from 
twenty to fifty rupees f a month. It is frequently regulated by the appear- 
ance of the man and the goodness’ of his steeff As the continuance of the 
pay depends on the service of the one as well as- of die otbpr, it Qot ex- 
traordinary that the safety of th^ horse should aevfer be unubc^ifeirily en- 
dangered. This circumstaace^d^pearf*to be pne<^(ff- the princapi^ vices in 
the cavalry-service of the Native Powers. ' They aro'Cl^uipjpeff udfhi a fire- 
arm and a weapon of cut or thnilt'; ‘the form^ of which ia a blUfiderbuss, 
pistol, or matchlock, and ffie latter a lattce |F sabre ;' W the Itoce^M^ 
blunderbuss never go together The infantrjf iS -iijdfipqibj^d' of various .de- 
grees of eficieS^. The most hardy of, all are the Aipba, and thmr jinwne- 
diate dfescte^^ter who receive hig^^^ay than ot|!^‘ ^t8. '^veiry sub- 
stantife^Natiy® PowSr had ;pi portiim ^^ tir^e tyoops ; and; they are in 
generalfblly to bp depended, on^;bfi<]^ticlSa»^ in 4he defence of walls. 

' "i y ■■'W y’l-. ■ i ■ 

, ~ ■'Vk' y\ — y ' , - ' . S'*: 

.V 

^ i« enibnki^,of ir^olar bone coi.- 
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Artil- 
lery and Rn- 
glncaiiig, 

•A 


Tii«;'=^Si^a^8,-,or ™ , 

^Umeralapn of tb^e baye ^^^riys 

A'dottd M go6d trooiJs'^.^ Tbfty;w^;i^-HE^dpp’<»8t^^ p^cvdiaif^hi^ 

-yyer d^erent p^rls' oj^ludi^ - ’ Anlpbg otber projfe88i<M:is,;<ii^y ^ , 

/•' ,|rin8,,;.ab4 rflay''bp*r(B^Lfc:ei^'ib'' <l«^e ' 

pSigiba.^': .-^e riiiniitpkiB^'^^^o^ptioips j)jf'’jal|_c|Wtp s^e.,on; fo(i^,jap;^>^ ^ 
^dmga«j Kf!ders,v&cAtt^^ cplwide^d a»:t>r 

jibto ;tbe buik"^ritbp <Ji|cip%ed^ ePr^ and inferior; irtegul^/ ^Tbp^^^^ 
^the infan try* |8' Into ' regular and ifr^ular; bat the 4s,: pn 

'i^ccpt0t of, die less discipline, rdonaideled as . tbe higher service, dn 
' iiw|inoesdb%,lre ee|iH.A%cefr (liteitdly,^ Noble), and would not deign^^ 

" etjandsentj^, or perfottn any faiiguing duty, Considering it their only buOi- 
' ‘'oei# to fight, ^and to' protect the plrsonl pf their Prince. In like mattOer, 

- theyiiObBsider a onifojln dress and thd*^carriage of a, musket as der<^atory to 
theiB^^ity ;■ their. arihs being a matchlock or- blunderbuss, and a sword. The • 

I .BBs^er.ned^^ same d^^ption^' being bodies of tried fidelity, 

■ am:^e9er.ved Sir services of great danger.. The pay of an Arab is generally 
twelve, rupees-a month, aittl)ftrpm;tlmt it .d^ other casts, by various 

gradations, to five. Not vyithst^ding ibis description, of irregular foot, they 
are in mahy instances divided ihto pultuns, like the regulars. These bodies 
consist' of, 4ye. hundred ram at“the highest average. To each is commonly 
attached from two to four guns,' with a proportion of gqlanda\ize (^en who 
load the gi^)^ :of khaiassees or , those- i^ft^rvejit the drag-ropes, drivers, 
and bildars'oi^pioneerpf •' - 

From this prppbi^ioh' of ordnance'attached to a battalion, it might be 
expected thai its number>"in. a N^itiTC *'■*'^7' would swell to a considemble 
amount^;)' This apparent consequence will, howevef, vanisl^yrheh itis con- 
sidcred.. hjC^/ew are thefbaltalions, vahd thgt the humhfrs of guns ar^ not 
affected by the number o^ cavalry. /Besideis the artillery attephed^ ^;^e 
V troops in line, there is* with i0yery;,^atiye.ar«^>^ a park,; '^here-.^e: placed 
\heir ^eavieir baftejries, ttteir hpwitofers, ap^ipdrto inpift^ejate 

littldyuse in toeir.'hands, af^thcrefore only. Wintadaed || Iridi^ ntfinlfe^^j; , 
while, less science being'requiri^ for thS’paagti^^ *?**^^^ 

in a mai^ei^whicb alyVa^.S.^i^rises tRpse,^|0, exium^ejlh^ 






Nawe-sei^pi^' 
less 

y^i^|ire 

app%^ W 







fe'.H^' 


fri 


..- . ,.-^.^#r#y, 

i»ppc» w ^7.-..-- — r - nof appreciated^ Its suptotity. 

They plice tKeir l^&^qre ili a st*^Spi^aie'tli^,iu a judicio^ plan 
of tiic ^vantages of the foiBiqrj^the fudest ppoplp atie a judg6> aoipa 

degree of a^eitce if, reqaireci to comprehend fte^qnts of’ the latter*,. Jfb- 
thing can speak more forcibly them ignqrapee . of thV attack aod de^"ce ol 
fortified places, than that thejr superiority is.deOidedly manifest act- 
ing on the defensive. In fact, a I^^ive a^ 

taking a place which attempts rMf^ftOe t if,is .^ne^ly redue^40|[^nais 
of composition, through the distre^^yauAed by a lar^ force lyinl^'^^a^it. 
On the contrary, some very vigorous (iefences haye^b®®® 
prolonged, both by a determined defence of the breaohv and by bold^a|ies 
to the trenches. Mining has found its way into some pai:^.of ,I|i4ihrj^nl 
not generally; and there are but fev^ instances of its bein^ p|rfctisedrwitli 
much effect. - ' ‘ 



Many of the principal stations of the , .. , . 

the frontiers of the Mahratta territory. Thus only a;few dmtfn^^hfflents 
were necessfiry, in order to hol<|p» r^ne?^^ thdt sWk^iflW^atooud^^ 
of force to take the field, whenl^er thq stato of 

measure expedient. Accordingly, in the inonA^pf SeptStop^JiSl?, the 

troops under orders forfield^spfvi^e amounted ^ twp ^uadfdi^ 4 f J^drepeaa, 

and Native horse-artillery,* two. fegimen^ of 

Native cayaliy, thirteen compSimW of fi^'pepn. jwd ^aU^^ 

five battalioiik .oftfluropean foot, 

fantry, corps 

cine .^tWion^ifej^afi f(^^p^bdt^n»'#N^^^ -fo^f , 

companie8:'olf^T^!^b(^'»tj|‘ giaiTlifejiam* , wMS'ii«|0wife‘OTpratli^^ - 


Detail and 
amount of the 
Britiab I^rces. 



and of Auxi- 
liaries. 
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two companies of European foot artillery, one battaliott of right ' flAnk 
companies of European foot, four companies of r^ative rifieB,- one battali^ 
of Native light infantry, two battalioiis of Native infantry of the. line, 
five companies of pioneers and gun-flascars To. these corps^ the|brce lioficed 
in the First Chapter ("p. 6.) as already in the Deckan, being added, with 
a few variations, gives a total of British regular troops ^mountingf fotir 
squadrons of horse artillery, sixteen squadrons of dragoons, forty^qhr squa* 
drons of Native cavalry, tweqty-five companies of foot artillery (inc^iBn^ 
golandauze), ten battalions of European foot, sixty-three of Native ki^tiy, 
forty-eight companies of pioneers and guh-Iascars, and of infegular troops 
four corps of horse. ^ 

It will here be proper to take into the account of regular troops available 
for the war, those corps in the pay of the Nizam and of the Peisliwah, whose 
services were at the orders of the British government. 

These were the Russell brigade, consisting of two battalions of Native 
infantry, one company of golandauze, and one company of gun-lgscars ; 
the Berar infantry of four battalions of Native infantry, one company of 
golandauze, and one company of gun-lascars ; the Poonah brigade of two 
battalions of Native* infantry, two companies of golandauze, one company 
of pioneers,; and Salabut Khan’s brigade of two battalions of Native in- 
fantry, and three companies of golandauze. The irregular horse in the 
Nizam’s service, commanded by European officers, were equal to four 
thousand men. Those to be raised for the Peishwah amounted only to 
one thousand three hundred and fifty, though proposed to be five thousand. 
The contingent of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, though called for at the commence- 
ment-of the war, was not* ready to be brought into the field till the month 
of February 18 18, when it consisted of four thousand horse. The Mysore 
silladars amounted likewise to four thousand. The last and lowest arm, 
which was aS ntuch considered in a political as in a military viopr, w,aS the 
alcf liivrfec? N ative states ifa alliance, or with whom tjjiere was hi- 

therto no immediate intercouftR.''1fbetlagfttredars on the West bf the iumnah, 
were called on to fOrnish small quotas o;f irregular hor&e, according to 
their means. The same requisition was addressed to the chifeTs bordering 
on Bundelcund. Subsequent proposals qf a similar natqre yrerd ma^ to 
the several Rajpoot States, who might be considered as. having. ho C,<spr^ 
interest yith the Mghrattas. These negdlialions, however^ me^ bb viewed 
as having little effect , beyond that of neutralizing the efforts. <^f the parties 
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^to whoi^ tfefey w^eadii^&ed. The* aids supplied by thpse uiider the imme* 
'diatef rotectiop of the^BHash Gorernraent were inconsiderable, and by the 
remainder jt^-^operation was tardily afforded, or only agpreed to at the end 
of the campaign. r 


The Guickwar Stete brought forward . 

Begum Surmob, two Pultuns (Nujeebs) 

Pyze Mahummud Khan, one Pultun (Nujeebs) ... 

Cnmud Bukhsh Khan , . . ; 1 

Rajah of Macheree 

Rajah of Bhurtpoor 

Nabob of Bhopal 

Rajah of RewEih 


Total.. 


-Hone. ^ 

2,000 

Infkntiy. 

Guns. 

1,000 

> 8 

400 

800 

3 

. 2 ® D 0 O , 

,250 


600 . 

600 

2 

1,200 



800 



300 



7,200 

2,550 

13 * 


The total of forces described amounted to the following numbers : 


Horse Artillery 

Foot Artillery 

European Cavalry 

Native Cavaliy 

European Infantry 

Native Infantry 

Pioneers, Gun-Lascars, andNa- “P 
tive Miners, &c j 

Total ofRegulars.* .. 


Europeans, 

Natives. 


Total. 

Grand Total. 

836 

1,652 

178 

1,050 


1,014 

2,702 

} 3,716 

2,247 

7,806 

} 

10,053 

■ 10,063 

8,474 

60,413 

} 

68,887 

■ ^ 68,887 


4,936 


— 

4,936 

13,209 

74,382 ! 

— 1 

87,591 * 


British Irregular Horse . . 
Hydrabad Irregular Horse 
Poonah Irregular Horse . . 
S(undiah's Irregular Horse 
Mysore Irregular Horse .. 


Total of Irregular Horse, con 

Officers 

In'tegular Contingents, corniomided by Natives • . 

Grand Total of Irregulars ^ « 

Grand Total of Biitiah and Allied Forces * • . • 


Horse. 

6,773 

4,000 

1,360 

4,000 

4,000 


19,123 

7,200 


26J323 


Foot. 


2,660 


2,650 - 


28,873 


116,464 


* The abovfe eninheration doM not spiacify the Dholpoor contingmt of hbr^, whose numbers 
were never well ascertained, not were they awn from the C^tunbnl but they may be fairly 
considered as includt^ in for thel^T is compelled of the nolffinal ntunbets, which 

invariably, on sim il a r occasions, |sschedii tfie real amount by a considerable proportion. 





Ct.mparison of 
the amount of 
the field urmies, 
with the extent 
and population 
oi the country 
producini; 
them. 

(Map I.j 
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Guns with the Grand Army • . . 

Guns with the Deckaii Army • . /# * - • • . 

Guns with the Irregular Contingents, coniniarided by Natives ^ . * 

Total number of Guns of all cabb^re ‘ 

f 


k 


. i' 



Guns. 

\u 

I6g 

13 


296 


The whole Military force belonging to Powers allied for and against the 
British interests, and available for field service, appears, from the preced- 
ing investigation, to amount to 333,800 men. The country whose resources 
were drawn forth on the present occasion, extends from the Sutlej to Cape 
Comoree (Coymrin), and from the mouth of the Nerbuddah to that of the 
Burmpootur, containing nearly one million British square miles. Of these, 
the British possessions, and those of protected Powers, whose fidelity was 
unsuspected, amounted to 552,000* square miles ; while th§ remainder was 
equal to 428,0001 British square miles. These might be fairly considei^ed as 
hostile to the British interests. The governments of some petty States 
avoided, indeed, to declare themselves by any overt measures ; yet their re- 
laxed rule permitted the enemy to draw resources, particularly in men and 
horses, from their country, without any limitation. Again, tl>e regular 
infantry and reformed horse in the Nizam’s service were principally raised 
in the Deckan, and at the same time were taken into the calculation of 
British means. If, therefore, the assistance derived from the country of 
the enemy, be set off against that which they derived from neutral 
governments^, the superficial contents of the latter, equal to 6,000 square 
miles, must be deducted from the extent of country assumed as hostile to 


t 


Bengal Prcaidency, including Oude and protected frontier States 
Madrjjis Presidency, including Mysore, Travancore, Kumool 
Bombay Presidency and Goozerat, 


Total 


Scindiah and Dependencies \ 
ilolkur and Dependencies J 
Peishwah and Dependencies 
Hhooshdi and Dejiendoncies 
Nizam and Dependencies 
Part of Uajahpootana .... 
Remaining petty States . . 


Total 

' Grand Total ; . . 


3'36,000 

210,000 

10,000 

.552,000 

> 81,000 

60, p 00 

124,000 

97.000 

60.000 
6,000 


. 428 , 000 . 

)^6,ooo 
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the Bri*l. iinterestt;'*hich will tot be reduced to 422.000 Brit«h square 
miles' It might be' satisfactory, if a- comparison also maije of the 
population of the several Belligerent Powers ; but the difficulty, not to say, 
imwssibility, of gaining any infoimation on tliis subject, worthy of confi- 
dence, renders the attempt fruitless. Within the Company’s territories, 
where the best means of calculation should exist, the population, previous 
to the Nepaul war,' has been variously estimated, at forty, at fifty, and even 
at sixty millions. It is therefore evident that any conclusion on this sub- 
ject must be entirely vague. 

An accurate knowledge of their revenues would not be much more con- 
ducive to the object of appreciating the efforts of the different States, 
indicated by the number of fighting men which they brought into the field. 
The Peishwah, whose clear revenue was' two crores and ten lacs of rupees 
annually, and who was certainly the richest of the active hostile Powers, 
did not produce a much larger army than Holkur, who may be considered 
as the poorest.* To this chief the Peishwah paid a subsidy, to encourage,^ 
his exertions. The Nizam, with an annual revenue of nearly three crores 
of rupees, is supposed able to bring forward an army as large, in proportion 
to his revenue, as the Peishwah ; while the Bhooslah, on a nett revenue of 
sixty-five lacs, and Scindiah, with only fifty-five thousand rupees more, 
came into the field in respectable force, which appeared to bear no calcula- 
ble proportion to the funds at their ‘disposal. The soldiers in the army of 
a Native Power, who are entirely devoid of patriotic sentiment, consist of 
all casts and of all nations of India, and even of some nations beyond India. 
Thus the population of the country actually at war, is a criterion no better 
than the revenue, the deficiencies of which are frequently compensated by 
the contribution^and plunder derived from the theatre of operations. How 
far this system is efficient, may be inferred by a reference to the subsistence 
of the French armies in the wars of the Revolution. An army maintained 
in time of profound peace may be in proportion to the revenue, irregu- 
larly paid; but under a Native Government that would be an extraordinary 
circumstance, and would demand a more regular system of rule than they 
are found to possess. As long as an Indian army is able to carry on offen- 
sive operations, recruits will flow in from Eijl quarters. Perhaps, therefore, 

' ^ 

* Holkur’s annual revenue^ has been estimated at thirty-sik lacs and a lialf of rupees; but 
he was auppose^d to* have much treasure in jewels. 
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the charsicter of the war in which a Native Bower is engaged may jbe of 
as 'much importance^ as its revenue,^ its population, or the supei^oial epn* 
tenfe of its territory. Ameer Khan’s Power in 1809-10 is a foro^h^e instance 
to establish this point. He had neither territory nor populaj|i^n u^der his 
acknowledged dominion, and the revenue which he derived through 'his 
influence in Holkur’s government, was very incommensurate to his military 
force. But whatever may be the compound ratio which shall express the 
military force of a country, it is evident that the Indian armies brought into 
the field Jn 1817 were very weak, in comparison with the resources which 
would be derived from* a country of similar extent in cultivated Europe. 

If, in former periods, the numbers of fighting men it produced were 
much more numerous, it will follow that the country has since become im- 
poverished. Such, indeed, appears, from the evidence of many other cir- 
cumstances, to be the case in Central India,; while the British possessions 
have beconle richer, as well as more extensive. At the famous battle of 
uPamput in 1761, when the Mahrattas had reached their summit of power, 
and pretended to the universal empire of Hindoostan, they produced two 
hundred thousand men in one army against the Mahomedans, computed 
at one hundred and fifty thousand. India has never again beheld three 
hundred and fifty thousand combatants engaged in one field. The rival 


* Even under the more regular governments of Europe, the military force of a natiojn will 
not be found more 'proportionate to the above elements of calculation. The population of Euro- 
pean Russia is estimated at thirty-five milhons, and in 1807, could produce an army in the 
field of two hundred thousand men. In 1812 she brought forward three hundred and twenty- 
seven thousand ; while France, from a population of fifty-one millions, including the kingdom 
of Italy, the Illyrian Provinces, and, the departments of Holland, Italy, and Germany, opposed 
her with four hundred and fifteen thousand five hundred men, independent of her army in Spain. 
In 1808 France made great efforts, but they produced no more than tWo hundred and fifty 
thousand men ; while England at the same time, a i>opu]ation of only fifteen or si:i^en 
millions, maintained two hundred and thirty thousand, exclusive of two hundred thousand 
militia, seamen, and marines. There is, consequently, no direct jiroportion between the ^pula- 
tion and the military force of a natioh, which as little det)end8 on the territorial extent (jlreat 
Britain and Ireland contain about one hundred and eight thousand square miles, European Rfissia 
one million two hundred thousand, and tlie territory lately under French influence, about' three 
hundred and seventy-five thousand square miles. The revenue would therefore appear a better 
criterion ; but tliis again is modified by the expense to the Government of each soldier, ivhicb 
differs in dilFer«nt States, and is greatest of all in England. 

The above estimates are chiefly derived from “ t^aisley’s Military Policy,’^ and a late Memoir 
of the Campaign of 18 12,, in Russia, f y 


! I»oWertX6^ tl«t -6i^ been Heclipjng, though ^ci«diab 

estabKshed b ta^olalry “a^d|hcy b^^ acquisition of the seat of the 
Mogul em^W a:nd*‘1he puato^^^ Prince, ^which scented- yam to 

inspite the^Mahrattas’withhCpesi of Exclusive domiwoh; At &e oatUeol 
Ktedla,:i)5i.?wemdai in 1795f between 1he‘ Nizam and the cpp^erate Mah- 
fatta8>7^ ' '. * 

Thel^fonner brought into action 
An^ the ktter 

» MaJanginall 


Hotm. 

Foot. 

Gum. 

44.650 

43i640 

108 

73,600 

38.000 

192 

118.260 

81,640 

300 


But though this number contained the full extent of the Nitam’s resources, 
the entire Mahratta force was by no means brought forward; twenty-six 
regular battalions only were present, and ten thousand horse and foot of-- 


Scindiah brought forward an anny of • • 

The Bhooslah •••* 

Ilolkur had at the same time, though not then I 
opposed to the British, an army of ••••••«••* f 

Shumshur Buhadoor 


Making a Total of 


will be 


Battalions. 

Guns. 

Hoi^. 

68 , 

422 

41,500® 

- 16 , 

: .60 

30,000 

24 ■ 

"soo 

30,900 

4 

20 

10,000 

in 

7P_2 

.112.400 

,^,.,.1 

olandauz$, 

ftiey j. 

.61,060 


which makes a total of 173,450 fighting men, and 702 field-guns. At the 
same time the British Government wpre enabJeAjtd p^r<^uce in the field 
an army of fifty-five thousand regular troops,- besides the irregular horse 
supplied by its Allies. The difference of the jpositions in which the Bellige- 
rent parties stood et the commerilsement' of the late.War, consist'd in the 
Peishwah having joined the confederacy, while ScindijEdi was deterred from 
declaring himself; and in the British Power having Ibecome richer by the 
acquisitions of Cutta<^, Bundplcund, cessions in Gpozerat, and conquests 
fronx Scindiah on the Jumnah Wd the Ganges. " 
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Sekuiulerabad. March of Corps and Detachments from Serroor and Punderpoor. Con- 
tinued Inclemency t and consequent change of tlie proposed Routes. March of the Coips 
of the First and Third Divisions from Jaulnah. Departure of the Head-quarters of the 
Deckan Army from ffydrabad. March of the Second Division. March of the Fourth 
Division. Partial assembling of the First and Third Divisions on the Nerbuddah, and 
Dispositions^ on that River. Arrival of the Head-quarters at Hurdah, and Orders to the 
Second and Fourth Divisions. Proposed Dispositions at Nagpoor. Assonbly of the 
Fifh Division at Jloossingabad. Advance of the Marquis of Hastings with the Centre 
Division to the Sind, and of the Second Division to the Chumbul. Predicament to 
which Scindiah was reduced by these Movements. Conditions proposed to him, and 
Treaty of the 5th November. Advance of the Third Division. Achumce of the Force 
under Brigadier-general Hardyman. Dispositions of Brigadier-general Toone\s Force. 
Preparation for the Movement of the Reserve. Goozerat Force. Reduction of Soondoor 
by the Deckan Reserve, 
their Provinces. i 


^INsposition^ of tlie Madras Government for the Protection of 


Previously to describing the events with which the campaign opened, 
it may be proper to apprize the reader unacquainted with Indian Military 
details, that it will be necessary to notice the movements of much smaller 
bodies than would claim the same attention in the history of European war- 
fare. This necessity arises from the important part acted by numbers of 
British troops apparently insignificant when compared with the extensive 
theatre throughout which they were distributed. 

The history of India, since the middle of the last century, is an abundant 
illustration of this poin^ ^ If a parallel were attempted between the battles 
which imposed the Trealies of Presburg and Tilsit, with those which: pro- 
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duced the Treaties of ^urgee-Anjengaum and Deogaum, it will be folind 
that the former victories were |[ained by a number of regular troops at 
least twelve* or fifteen times larger than those which acquired the latter. 
Previously to 1803, the British Power, so far from opposing itself to a con- 
federacy, found it expedient ta form one in its favour for the attack of a 
powerful enemy. Accordingly, in both the wars with Tippoo Sultaun, the 
Nizam and Peishwah were engaged to bring forward large contingents. The 
three Presidencies then contributed to the formation of a force capable of 
reducing the fortress of Seringapatam. This force amounted, in 1792, to 
thirty-one thousand; and, in 1799, to thirty-seven thousand three hun- 
dred and seventy-nine regular troops. As the British Powef extended, 
it came in contact with more enemies ; and it became necessary to meet 
them at many points. The army, which had been augmented with the 
increase of territory, was therefore divided into several corps, each of 
which was capable of meeting any body of the enemy liable to be opposed 
to it. These corps may be compared, in many respects, to the legions of 
the Romans ; two of which formed a Consular army, and amounted to nine 
thousand men. The legions composed the army of the State, and its main 
strength, like the regular troops of the British service. But, in both cases, 
the numbers, with time and extension of dominion, were found to be inade- 
quate. The Romans, in their wars with Hannibal, perceived the want of 
irregular cavalry. This deficiency they supplied, by taking into pay, Gauls, 
Germans, and Numidians; as in the Mysore wars the British called in the 
aid of Moguls and Mahrattas. What was employed, in the first instance, 
as a temporary expedient, was subsequently organized into a permanent 
system. By Roman officers, a selection from the. troops of the allies was 
marshalled, under the appellation of “ extraordinaria,” according to their 
own discipline. These form a striking coincidence with the corps supplied 
by Native Powers in alliance, under the names of regular infantry, reformed 
horse, &c. , 

The Marquis of Hastings embarked at Calcutta on the 9th of July. On the 
13th of September he arrived at Cawnpoor, in order to regulate the prepara- 
tions for the campaign, and the negotiations vdth the Native Powers, from 
the nearest convenient position. His Lordship was attended by such Civil- 

* The FyeHcK Army that entered Austria, be&je the battle :of Austerlitz, contained 200,000 
men? battle of Jena, the Fret?uch,had 80,o5o men, and, at,Eylau, 90,000, The British 
Troops, in the battle of Aisye, were 4,500 men, at Laswairree 7,600, and at Argaum 9,500. 


Arrival of Mar- 
quin of Hastings 
at Cawn|>oor, 
and formation 
of the Grand 
Army into Di- 
visions and Bri- 
gades. 

(Map 1.) 
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(Plan 1.) 


officers as he required for,^^e transaction, of extraordinary , lluasmess in 
the Political and Military departments .of tlj^e Goveinihen^ and by, all 
the Head-quarters’ departments of the army. From Cawnpoor was pub- 
lished the following order for the foriiiation of the troops, which had been 
held in readiness for field servicei into, divisions and brigades. 

GRAND ARMY. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE MOST NOBLE THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 


FIRST OK CENTRE DIVISION. 
Major-general Brown commanding. 


First Brigade of Cavalry. 

Lieutenant-<iolonel Philpot, 24th Light Dragoons, to command. 
3d Regiment Native Cavalry. 

His Majesty ^8 24th Light Dragoons. 

7th Regiment Native Cavalry. 

* First Brigade Lfantry. 

Brigadier-general d* Auvergne, to command. 

. 2d Battalion 25th Native Infantry. 

His Majesty^s 87th Regiment of Foot. 

1st Battalion 29th Native Infantry. 

ITurd Brigade of Infantry. 

Colonel Burrell, 13th Native Infantry,' to command. 

2d Battalion 11th Native Infantry. 

1st ditto 24th ditto. 

2d ditto 13th ditto. 

Second Brigade of Infantry. 

Colonel Dick, 9th Native Infantry, to command. 

2d Battalion Ist Native Infantry. 

Flank Battalion., . . 

1st ^tjtaHon 8th Native Infantry. 
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THE SECOND, ob RIGHT DIVISION: 

' Major-gmral R. S. Donkin commanding. 

Second Brigade of Cavalry, 

Lieutenant-colonel Westenra, 8tli Light Dragoons commanding. 
1st Regiment Native Cavalry, 

His Majesty's 8th Light Dragoons, 

Colonel Gardiner's Irregulars. 

Fourth Brigade of Irfantry, 

Lieutenant-colonel Vamennon, 12th Native Infantry, commanding. 
2d Battalion 12th Native Infantry, 

His Majesty's 14th Foot, 

1st Battalion 27th Native Infantry, 

1st ditto 25th ditto. 


THE THIRD, or LEFT DIVISION. 
Major-general D^^ Marshall commanding. 

Third Brigade of Cavalry. 

Colonel Newberry, 24th Light Dragoons, commanding. 
4th Regiment Native Cavalry, 

2d Rohillah Horse, 

Four Russalahs 3d Rohillah Horse. 

Fifth Brigade of Infantry, 

Brigadier- general Watson to command, 

1st Battalion 1st Native Infantry, 

1st ditto 26th ditto, 

1st ditto 7 th ditto. 

Sixth Brigade of Infantry, 

Lieutenant-colonel Price, 28th Native Infantry, commanding. 
1st Battalion 14th Native Infantry, 

2d ditto 28th ditto. 


THE RESERVE DIVISION. 

Major-general Sir D. Ochterlony, Bart. G. C. B. commanding. 
Fourth Brigade of Cavalry, 

LiAtenant-colonel A. Knox, 2d Native Cavalry, commanding. 
2d Regiment Native Cavalry, 

Two Corps of Colonel Skinner^s Horse. 
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Seventh Brigade of Infantry. 

Colonel Huskisson, His Majesty 67th, to command. 

2d Battalion 6th Native Infantry, 

His Majesty's 67th Regiment of Foot, 

Ist Battalion 6th Native Infantry. 

Eighth Brigade of Infantry. 

Brigadier-general Arnold commanding. 

2d Battalion 7th Native Infantry, 

1st ditto 28th ditto. 

Detachment Simroor Battalion, 

2d Battalion 19th Native Infantry. 

During the time that the Marquis of Hastings was on the river. Sir 
Thomas Hislop, and the head-quarters of the Madras army, arrived on 
the I2th of August, at Hydrabad. They were joined there a few dt^ys 
afterwards by Sir John Malcolm, who had been deputed from the Presi- 
dency to Hydrabad and Poonah, for the purpose of holding certain com- 
munications at those courts, connected with the proposed arrangements for 
the opening of the campaign. The troops which were destined to join 
the Army of the Deckan, were ordered, on the 27th of August*, to be 
formed into divisions and brigades, in the following order, with a view to 
their assuming the positions which should be assigned to them when the 
season for commencing operations should arrive. 

THE FIRST, OR ADVANCED DIVISION, 

under the personal command of ^ 

His Excellency Lieutenant-general Sir Thomas Hislop, Bart. Commander-m-Chief. 

Light Artillery Brigade. 

Captain-Lieutenant H. Rudyerd commanding. 

The Troop of Horse- Artillery, and the Cavalry Gallopers incorporated with it. 

The Rocket Troop. 

Cavalry Brigade. 

Major Lushington conftnanding. 

4th Regiment Light Cavalry, 

Detachment of His Majesty's 22d Light Dragoons, 

8th Regiment Light Cavalry. 


^ Part of this order took place at a subsequent daj^; anticipated to give a collected 

view of the formation of the armv. ' M 
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;/ light Brigade: . , 

LieutenaiiWDlond Deacon commandin^;^ ^ 
The Rifle Corps, 

1st Bathadion Sd or Palanicottah Light In^ti^y, 
1st ditto 16th or Triohinopoly.; ditto, 

2d ditto 17th or Chicacole ditto. 

First Jnfantiy Brigade. . 
Lieutenant^-colonel Thompson commanding. 
Flank Companies His Majesty’s Royal Scots, 
1st Battalion 7th Regiment Native Infantry, 
Madras European Regiment, 

Second Infantiy Brigade. 
Li^tenant-colonel ^bert Scott commanding* 
1st Battalion 14th Regiment Native Infantry, 
2d ditto 6th ditto* \ 


THE SECOND, or HYDRABAD DIVISION. 
Brigadier-general J. Doveton commanding. 

Cavalry Brigade. 

Major H. Munt commanding. 

Three Brigades Horse-Artillery, 

6th Regiment Light Cavalry. 

^ First Brigade of Infantry. 
Lieutenant-colonel N. Macleod commanding. 

His Majesty’s Royal ^cots, 

2d Battalion 13th Regiment Native Infentry, 

2d ditto 24th ditto* 

Secmd Btigade of Infantry, 
Lieutenant-colojxel Mackellar co|mnanding. 

1st Battalion 1 1th Regiment Native Infantry, 

2d ditto 14th ditto, 

1st dit^ 12th,- or Wallajahbad Light Infantry, 
Ist ditto 2d ReiJimeftt Native Infentry. 

. ; Berar Brigade. 

Pihnan comm^ 

FqU][ Battalions Native Infentry, 
of j^illery, . Eight 
Reibtm^d itoriWr 
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Hydrabad Brigade, 

Colonel Sir Augustus Floyer, K. C. B. commanding. 
1st Battalion 22d Regiment Native Infantry, 

1st ditto 21st ditto, 

Five Companies Madras European Regiment, 
Detail of Artillery, 

1st Battalion 8th Regiment Native Infantry. 


THE THIRD DIVISION. 

Brigadier-general Sir J. Malcolm, K. C, B. and K. L. S. 
Colonel Patrick Walker, Brigadier. 

One Brigade Horse Artillery, 

3d Regiment Light Cavalry, 

Five Companies 1st Battalion 3d or Palamcottah Light Infantry, 

R„.ell Brigade 

Ellichapoor Contingent, Two Battalions and Four Guns, 

4000 Mysore Horse. 


THE FOURTH, or POONAH DIVISION. 
Brigadier-general Smith, C. B. commanding. 

Cavalry Brigade, 

Lieutenant-colonel Cblebrooke commanding. 
Three Brigades Horse- Artillery, 

2d Regiment Madras Light Cavalry, 

Light Battalion. 

First Infmitry Brigade, 

Lieutenant- colonel Milnes commanding. 

1st Battalion 2d Regiment Bombay Native Infantry, 
His Majesty's 65th Regiment Foot. 

'Secofid Infantry Brigade, 
Lieutenant-colonel Fitzsimons commanding. 

1st Battalion 3d Regiment Bombay Native Infantry, 
2d ditto 15th ditto Madlras ditto. 

Third Infantry Brigade, 

2d Battalion 9th Regiment Bombay Native Infantry, 
2d ditto 1st b ditto. 
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THE FIFTH, or NAGPOOR DIVISION. 
Liftuteiiant-colonel J. W, Adams, C. B. commanding. 

First Inf miry Brigade, 
Lieutenant-colonel M'Motin commanding. 

1st Battalion 10th Regiment Native Infantry, 

2d ditto 23d * ditto, 

1st ditto 19th ditto. 

Second Infantry Brigade. 

Major Popham commanding. 

2d Battalion lOdi Regiment Native Infantry, 

1st ditto 23d ditto, 

1st ditto 19th ditto. 

Reserve Brigade. 

Lieutenant-colonel Oahan commanding. 

Three Troops Native Horse- Artillery, 

5th Regiment Native Cavalry, 

6th ditto, 

1st Rohillah Cavalry, 

Light Infantry Battalion. 


THE RESERVE DIVISION. 
Brigadier-general Munro commanding. 
Brigadier-general Pritzler, second in command. 

Artillery. 

Lieutenant-colonel Dalryraple commanding. 
Detachment Madras Artillery. 

Cavalry Brigade, 

Major Doveton, 7th Light Cavdry, commmiding. 
His Majesty’s 22d Light Dragoons, 

7th Regiment Madras Cavalry. 

5 Infantry Brigade, 

Colonel Hewitt, C. B. commanding. 

European Flank Battalion, 

Four Companiie^ Madras Rifle Corps, 

2d Battalion 4th Regiment Native Infentry, 

2d ditto 12th ditto. 



Proposed plan 
and peri(xl for 
opening the 
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THfi GOOZERAT DIVISION. 

Major-general Sir William Grant Keir, K. M. T. 

Cavalry Brigade, 

Lieutenant-colonel the Honourable L. Stanhope commanding. 

His Majesty’s 17th Dragoons, 

Flank Battalion. 

First Infantry Brigade, 

Lieutenant-colonel Elrington commanding. 

His Majesty’s 47th Regiment, 

2d Battalion 7th Regiment. 

Second Infantry Brigade. r 

Lieutenant-Colonel Corsellis commanding. 

Grenadier Battalion, 

1st Battalion 8th Regiment 

At this time, Sir Thomas Hislop was suddenly attacked by a severe and 
dangerous illness, which rendered him, for a few weeks, incapable of busi- 
ness. It was justly considered a fortunate circumstance, that he had already 
issued the necessary orders for the formation of his army, and the prelimi- 
nary disposition of the several divisions. In pursuance of these, the corre- 
spondence connected with the movement and assembly of the troops was 
conducted without detriment to the service, during his unavoidable deten- 
tion at Hydrabad. Sir John Malcolm was deputed to Nagpoor, on the 3d 
of September, for the arrangement of certain concerns with the Bhooslah 
Government. He was directed, after effecting that service, to repair to 
Oomrouttee, in order to join his own or the Third Division. He was also 
to assume there the personal command of the First Division, should the in- 
disposition of Sir Thomas Hislop prevent his head-quarters from previously 
arriving at that point of assembly. It was proposed that, by the 20th of Octo- 
ber, these two divisions should descend into the Valley of tbe Nerbuddah; 
making, from a position near Hurdah, such a disposition of posts along the 
river below Hoossingabad, as should guard the passage of it against the 
Pindarries; while, above that place, a similar arrangement should be 
effected by the Fifth Division. At the same period, it was intended that 
the ^^econd Division should occupy the lines of the Payne-Gunga and the 
Poornah, above and below the Berar Ghats. The Fourth Division was des- 
tined tcl^ continue the lines of defence to the left, by corps on the Upper 
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foodavery and the Gheemah, above and ^el,ow the. Ghats of Khandesh. This 
plan had been submitted to Lord -Hasting^s s|i6rtiy after Sir Thomas His- 
I lop’s arrival at Hydrab^. It received his Lordship’s hppro^tion, though 
the periods of assembly of the different divisions were deemed too late, 
I considering the advancement of the season, and the fall of the rivers on the 
I side of Bengal It had been Lord Hastings'a intention, in the hopes that the 
movements on the side of the Deckan would have been more ' forward, to 
occupy advanced positions near Scindiah’s frontier on the 10th of October; 
and that the Third Division of the Grand Army should at the same time be 
in position at Callinger, for immediate co-operation with the tfoops from 
the Deckan against the Pindarries. This part of the arrangement it was 
found inconvenient to alter; but the assembly of the Centre and Right 
Divisions, and of the Reserve, at Secundra, Agra, and Delhi, was postponed 
till the 20th of October. 

It happened that this year there had been an uncommon drought in 
Hindoostan : while in the Deckan, the monsoon, which should. have gradually 
subsided in the month of September, augmented its violence in a manner 
unexampled during the last twenty-five years. Combined with this unto- 
ward circumstance, which delayed the commencement of operations on the 
side of the Deckan, was the necessity of relieving some of the Native corps 
at Jauluah, whose long employment in advance had considerably impaired 
tlieir efficiency. A large portion of the troops had but recently taken np 
their monsoon- quarters, having been employed on field-service till an un- 
usually late period of the year. This was especially the case with ihose 
composing the Reserve. These assembled at Darwar so late as the middle 
of August, with a detachment which had been actively employed under 
Colonel Robert Scot in Khandesh, and did not arrive at Jaulnah till the 19th 
of August. 

At thi^ time the troops, of which the divisions were to be formed, were 
distributed in the foUowing manner; — ^ 


Darwar, 


Punderpoor , 


^Two Horse- Artillery Ouns* 

Two Squadrons of Dragopps. 

One, Regiment of Nafive Cavalry. ^ 
j Two Companieis of Fbdt-irtillery. 

, Ope Bat^ion (feght PUhk Coippwie)s) European Infantry, 
» Four Companfeii of Rifle Corj)^, \ ^ 

\ Two battidions of tiie line, j Native. 

. ^ fHalf a Comjj^ny of Root-Artillery. 

battalion of light Infantry, 1 . 

vOne Battalion of the Line, J Uft-tive. 


Inclemency of 
the weather in 
the Deckan 
(luring Septem- 
ber 1817, and 
actual distri- 
bution of the 
troops. 


(Map 11.) 
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Jaulnah 


'-Six Horse^Artilleiy Guns. 

One Rocket Tropp. ' 

One Squadron of Dragoons. 

Sekunderabad J ^ne Regiment of Native Cavalry 

One Battalion of European Infantry. ; 

One Battalion of Light Inftintry, - * , " 

Five Battalions, including the Russell Brigade of the Line 
^Three Companies of Pioneers. - - 

^Half Squadron of Horse- Artillery. 

One Regiment of Native Cavalry. 

Two Companies of Foot-Artilleiy. 

One Battalion o( European -Infantry. 

Four Companies of the Rifle Corps, -v 
Two Battalions of Light Infantry, [ ^ . 

Six Battalions of the Line, ( 

^Five Companies of Pioneers. J 

TThree Troops of Native Cavahy. 

Nagpoor s One Company of Ariillevy. 

^Two Battalions of the Line — Native. 
rOhe Regiment of Native^Cavalry. 

One Company of Foot- Artillery. 

Hoossingabad J One Battalion of Light Infantry. 

I Three Battalions of the Line. 

LOne Company of Pioneers. 

^Five Russalahs of Rohillah Cavalry. 

One Battalion and four Companies of the L^ne — Native. 
'Three Troops of Native Cavaliy. 

• ' One Battalion of the Line — Native. 

/Five Russalahs of Rohfllah Cavalry. 

'I Five Companies of a Battalion pf the Line — Native. 

'Six Horse-Artillery Guns. 

Two Regiments of Native Cavahy with Gallopers, 
ear oon OQu^panies of European Infantry. 

‘ ' Six Companies of Light Infantry— Native. 

fDetail of Foot-AriUlery. 

* ^Four Battalions of thp.J|*ine — Natitve^^ » 

, ^Detail of .Foot-Arlilleiy. . . V 

Near Ahmednuggar . J One Company of European fixfiintry. 

\Two Batt^iops of the Line— Native. 

P Company of Foot- Artillery. 

S Battalion of Europ^ InCantry- 
. . y. . . • Battalions of the Liiie~r|l^ye. . 

Garrisons of Detail of Fpot- Artillery. 

nuggi|r,Sen:Qor,arfd One Battalion of the line— Native. ^ . ’:r , 

Posts comTipmtpat-' of Sick and. Convalescents from all tlia":Corps^ 

ing with the Goda-. ftachment of the Force 
veiy t .. 


Sohagpoor 


GnrhwaiTa 


Jubbulpoor 


At Poonah 


.^Native. 


and De- 
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In pursuance of the project for opening the campaign on the side of the 
Deckan, the necessary orders were issued for the movements of the troops. 
These, for the sake of perspicuity, it will be proper to follow, without in- 
terruption, till the arrival of the Advance on the banks of the Nerbuddah, 
in the position contemplated by Lord Hastings for the fulfilment of his views 
on that side of Malwah. In the description of their progress, should there 
appear an unnecessary detail, let it be recollected that their sufferings and 
privations in their preparatory movements, were among the greatest hard- 
ships of the campaign. Nor can a more effectual way be adopted, of con- 
veying to the reader a suitable idea respecting the march of troops in the 
Deckan at tliat season, or the important consideration of the delays which 
must be anticipated, when the exigencies of the service may require an 
exertion, which under less imperious circumstances it would be inju- 
dicious to demand. 

Three battalions of Native infantry, viz. the 2d battalion of the 8th regi- 
ment, the 1st battalion of the 21st regiment, and the 1st battalion of the 22d 
regiment, were put in motion from Jaulnah to Sekunderabad'*^ ; in order to 
relieve there the 1st battalion of the 2d regiment, the 1st battalion of the 
1 Ith regiment, and the 2d battalion of the 24th regiment of Native infantry, 
destined to join the Second Division of the army. The two first of those 
(’orps commenced their march on the 29th of August, and proceeding by 
the route of Seiloo, arrived on the 13th of September opposite to Keir on 
the Godavery ; in crossing which river, they were occupied till the end of 
tlie month. This detention enabled the 1st battalion of the 22d regitneut 
ot Native infantry, which marched from , Jaulnah on the 20th of September, 
to overtake the 2d battalion of the 8th regiment and the 1st battalion of the 
21st regiment of Native infantry; and the three battalions continued their 
route on the 4th of October to Sekunderabad, where they arrived on the 
24lh of the same month. The 1st battalion of the 2d regiment of Native 
infantry marched from Sekunderabajd on the 27th of August, and proceed- 
ing by the route of Oudgheer and Purtoor, arrived at Jaulnah on the 8th of 
October. The 1st battalion of the 11th regiment of Native infantry com- 
menced its movement towards Jaulnah on the 6th of September ; but was 
so much delayed in its progress, that its route was subsequently changed 
at Keir, where it arrived on the 14th of October. The Gth regiment of 


* The name of the British cantonment near Hydrabad. 
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Native cavalry marched from Sekunderabad under orders for Jaulnah, on 
the' 1st of September; but its route Avas changed likewise at the Godavefy, 
where it arrived, at the point of Keir, on the 1 1th of October, by the route 
^ of Amudabad and Oudgheer. 

A detachment, consisting of the following troops, marched in the lat- 
rumi^abTd ter days of August from Sekunderabad, with the Head-quarters depart- 
ments, for the point of assembly of the First Division of the army. 

A half Squadron of Horse- Artillery, 

II ) A Squadron of His Majesty’s 22d Dragoons, 

Head-quarters, and one Wing of the Madras European Regiment, 

The 1st Battalion .3d Regiment, or Palamcottah Light Infantry, 
and half of . the 1st Battalion of Pioneers. 

This detachment proceeded under the command of Lieutenant-colonel 
Macgrcgor Murray, Deputy Adjuta'ut-general of His Majesty’s forces in 
India, by the route of Nuwaubpet, JoVheepet, and Nizampet, to Nandeir 
on the Godavery, where it arrived oii ’^le 16th of October; having de- 
tached from the Manjerra, for the Third Division, four companies of the 1st 
battalion of the 3d regiment, or Palamcottah light infantry, to Oomrouttee. 
At the latter river, the detachment was joined by the rocket troop, which 
marched from Hydrabad on the 10th of September, havA arrived there 
from St. Thomas’s Mount on the 6th of that month. The iyva’sell brigade, 
consisting of two corps of infantry, with four six-poundc field-pieces, 
marched from Bellarum, near Sekunderabad, on the 13th ck’ September, 
under orders to proceed with all practicable expedition to Oomrouttee, 
where it arrived on the 27th of October, by the route of Begaurpct, Nii- 
waubpet, Nandeir, and Bassim. 

September, the 4th and 8th regiments of Native cavalry, 
battalion of the 14th regiment of Native infantry, commenced 
I’undoipoor. thcir murch from the neighbourhood of Serroor, and continued their pro- 

(Mnp u.) gress to Jaulnah, where they arrived ot the 10th of October, by the route 

of Wamboory, Toka, and Ganderpoor. The field detachment commanded 
by Lieutenant-colonel Thompson, which had jpfessed the beginning of the 
monsoon at Punderpoor, commenced the passage of the Beemah on the 
13th bf September; and arrived at Jaulnah, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Pollock, by the route of Singwarree and Rakisbaun, on 
the 131h of October. Colonel Thompson had, for a considerable period, 
suffered from a disease, which threatened the most fatal consequences 
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from a further continuance in the field. The prospect of an approaching 
opportunity of serving his country had* however, rendered him deaf to 
medical advice, till the period of recovery was past. An attempt was at 
length made to convey him to the coast; but he expired at the village of 
Mulliat, in his way to Poonaji, on the 28th of September. A division of 
Mysore irregulars, amounting to fifteen hundred horsemen, which had 
been likewise stationed at Punderpoor, preceded, on the 2d of Septem- 
ber the march of this force; which was joined on the 12th by two horse- 
artillery guns, that left Darwar on the 17th of August, and arrived by the 
route of Beejapoor. For the purpose of relieving the 1st and 5th regi- 
ments of Native cavalry, which had been continued on field service be- 
yond the British frontier during an extraordinarily long period, those corps 
had been put in motion from Jaulnah on the 5th of August for Ellore and 
Bellary. A few days after the arrival of the former at Sekunderabad, on 
the 27th of August, the 2d regiment of Native cavalry commenced its 
inarch from Ellore, and reached Ilydrabad on the 29th of September, 
from whence it proceeded on the 3d of October, for the head-quarters of 
the Fourth Division, by the route of Oudgheer and Jaulnah. The only 
remaining corps destined for field service, which, in the beginning of Sep- 
tember continued stationary, were the 2d battalion of the 15th regiment, 
and the 2d battalion of the 24th regiment of Native infantry. The time of 
their departure from Sekunderabad, was dependent on their relief; after 
which, the former was directed to join the Fourth, and the latter the Se- 
cond Division. 

The late period at which the western monsoon attained its extreme vio- Continued »n- 

* , clemency, and 

ience, has been already noticed. The impediments this unexpected occur- consequent 

^ • 1 • 1 c^an^e.s of the 

rence opposed to the progress of the troops marching to their destined proposed 
points, may be inferred from the delay attending their arrival. In some 
instances they found it impossible to move for several days ; in others, 
they could only accomplish the advance of a few miles. The passage of 
the Manjerra and Beemah was arduous and tedious beyond all former 
example: independently of which, every little rivulet had become un- 
fordable; while the Godavery, menacing, by its extensive inundation the 
destruction of some corps, swept off a. portion of their followers and cat- 
tle. The spirit and zeal whi<fb pervaded the whole army on the present 
occasion, excited these troops to make extraordinary exertions under great 
privations; but their cattle of, every description wete materially reduced 
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in vigour and nilnibers, and the efficiency of their camp equipage and ap- 
jlilfintments was impaired in a similar degree. The loss of time, how- 
ever, threatened to prove the most extensive evil. It was therefore^ 
deemed necessary to advance the point of assembly of the First and Third. 
Divisions, in order that a respectable corps might be in position on the 
Nerbuddah at the period originally proposed. Thus they might obviate 
any disappointment to the public service, arising from a failure of combi- 
nation with the dispositions on the side of Bengal. Hurdah was fixed on as 
a central point from whence to make the desired dispositions, with whatever 
troops sliould first arrive there. It was also resolved, that the corps belonging 
to the First Division should attempt the passage of the Taptee, in the direc- 
tion of Boorhaunpoor ; while those of the Third Division should march- 
round the source of that river by Mooltye. This was the most certain/ 
but the most circuitous route ; while the other, though little more than 
half the distance, might prove eventually the most tedious, from the pro- 
bable inconvenience of crossing the Taptee with cavalry and extensive 
departments, under circumstances of unforeseen difficulty. Jn order to 
guard most eftectually against delay, an officer of the Quartermaster- 
generals department was detached with an escort from Jaulnah. He was 
directed to fix on the most advisable point for gaining the right bank of the 
Taptee ; with reference not only to the passage of the river, but also to the 
nature of the road communicating with both banks, and to other local cir- 
cumstances affecting the movements and' supply of an army. The point 
of Changdeo, at the confluence of the Pbornah and Taptee, was judiciously 
selected by Lieutenant Strahan, who likewise succeeded in collecting from 
both rivers a considerable number of flat-bottomed boats, with a view to 
the passage of them at their junction. 

The 1st battalion of the 7th regiment of Native infantry, with two six- 
pounder fifcld-pieces and detail of artillery, was ordered to escort such 
materials from Jaulnah as should be necessary for further facilitating this 
important operation. It was accompanied by half of the 1st battalion of 
pioneers, and the engineers’ department under Lieutenant Davis, the senior 
officer of that corps, to whom ^as entrusted, the immediate preparation of 
such expedients as should be found most applicable to the pressing exigency 
of the service. This corps commenced its march on the 20th of September, 
and proceeded by the route of Adjuuta, Jambool, and Wuzzurkeira, to 
Changdeo. There, di\ account of the impediments still opposed by the 



, . OPEmdF W tHE GAMF^^ 4& 

continuance of the monsoon, it did not t^ve till the 4th'’of Octaber. A. 
flying-bridge was established without delay, |ti the expectetipn of the earlj^ 
approach of the advanced corps, consistjiig of four six-pounder field-pieces 
with a proportion of artillery-men, fotlT* companies of rifles, the 2d battalion 
of the 6th regiment of Native infantry, the 1st battalion of the 16th regiment, 
and the 2d battalion of the 17th regiment, both light-infantry corps ; iSie whole 
commanded by Lieutenant-colonel Robert Scoti Its progress was, however, 
delayed by the sudden rise of the Poornah above the Ghats ; so" that, 
though it marched from Jaulnah on the 26th of September, it had not 
crossed the Taptee before the 12th of October, having marched by Jaokera 
and Sumroad. It was joined on the right bank of the river by two coni-' * 
panics of pioneers belonging to the detachment at Changdeo. Lieutenant- 
colonel Scot’s corps was followed by the 4th and 8th regiments of Native 
cavalry, with four galloper-guns, and flank companies of his Majesty’s Royal 
Scots. These had marched from Jaulnah on the 11th of October, under the 
command of Major Lushington, and crossed the Taptee on the 18th of the 
same month, that river having then become fordable. The remainder of 
the First Division at Jaulnah consisted of the whole of the commissariat, 
ordnance, and pay departments, the 1st battalion of the 14th regiment 
of Native infantry, and two howitzers, with detail of artillery-men, and ■ 
one company of the 1st battalion of pioneers. This convoy and escort, 
which was subsequently joined by the two horse-artillery guns from Dar- 
war, commenced its march on the 13th of October, and proceeded under the 
command of Lieutenant-colonel Mackintosh, Deputy Commissary-general, by 
the route of Salood to the Taptee, which it crossed at Changdeo on the 27th. 
It was joined on the right bank by the 1st battalion of the 7th regiment of 
Native infantry, and two six-pounder field-pieees, whose longer continuance 
on the river had now become unnecessary. 

In order to describe the movements of the several parts of the Third 
Division, it is necessary to return to the month of September. On'the 20th, 
Colonel Walker iharched from .laulnah with two horse-artillery guns and 
the 3d regiment of Native cavalry, by the route of Hewerkeir, Meiker, and 
Bassim. This corps arrived on theT9th of .October at Oomrouttee, under 
the command of Lieutenant-colottel Russell, and was there joined by ^he 
four companies of .the 1st batt^ipn of the 3d regiment, or Palamcottah 
light infantry, which had halted since the 15th. Its progress had been 
considerably delayed by the swollen state of the PooriCah above the Ghats, 
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the other obstacles produced by the inclemency of the Season. Every 
'Endeavour was used by officers and men to surmount these difficulties, 
lest the general plans for the opening of the campaign should be affected by 
their slow progress. Their veteran commandant, Colonel Walker, sunk 
under the struggle ; and thus closed, in arduous exertion for the promo- 
tion of the public service, a life which, during thirty-five years of honour- 
able and eventful employment, had been dedicated to his profession from 
an early age. This melancholy event occurred at Sirpoor, on the 12th of 
October; and. the lamented remains of this gallant Officer were interred at 
Bassim, on the following day, with military honours and unfeigned regret. 
In the mean time, the Mysore horse, commanded by Captain James Grant, 
advanced from Jaulnah, by Jafferrabad, Lackunwarree, Ellichapoor, afid 
the Debanuggur Ghat, to Beitool, for the purpose of joining, or following, 
Brigadier-general Malcolm. Having concluded his mission to Nagpoor, 
he had left that place for the Nerbuddah, to assume the command of the 
troops assembling at Hurdah, previously to the arrival there of Sir Thomas 
Hislop. 

Ills Excellency was sufficiently recovered from his severe illness to 
move with his Staff from Sekunderabad on the 1st of October. Though 
still suffering from the natural consequence of so dangerous an attack, he 
overtook Lieutenant-colonel Murray’s detachment at Nandeir, on the 16tli 
of that month. Here the escort was divided into two parts, of which the 
lightest, consisting of the rocket-troop, a squadron of his Majesty’s 22d 
dragoons, and three companies of the 1st battalion of the 3d regiment of 
light-infantry, was selected for the immediate escort of the Head-quarters, 
and was joined by five hundred Silladar horse from Mysore. The remainder, 
consisting of the half squadron of horse-artillery, the Madras European 
regiment, and three companies of the 1st battalion of the 3d regiment, with 
four companies of pioneers, was left to follow as quickly as possible, and 
to bring on all the heavy equipment of the Head-quarters. The light de- 
tachment marched from Nandeir on the 19th of October, halted at Bassim 
on the 23d, and on the 27th arrived at Ambee-Taaklee. There Brigadier- 
general Uoveton repaired to the Head-quarters, to receive his orders for 
opening the campaign with the Second Division of the army. , 

That Officer left Jaulnah on the 1 5th of October, and arrived on the 23d 
at Meiker, by the route of Sindkeir, with a half squadron of horse-artillery, 
one company of foot-artillery with tejpsL^pounders and two howitzers ; 
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his Majesty’s Royal Scots,, excepting the flank companies ; the Ist battalion 
of the I2th regiment, or Wallajahbad light-infantry; the 2d battalion of thi^' 
13th regiment, and the 2d battalion of the 14th regiment, of Native infantry. 
At Meiker, he was joined by the 6th fggiraent of Native cavalry, and the 
1 st battalion of the, 1 1 th regimentof N ative infantry, on the 28th and 30th ; 
both corps having marched from Keir on the Godavery, by Kotarry and 
Bassim. 

While these movements took place in Berar on the right, the Fourth 
Division, commanded by Brigadier-general Smith, C. B., was advancing 
on the left towards Khandesh. Lieutenant-colonel Milnes, with the light- 
artillery, consisting of two five-and-a-half-inch howitzers, and fourteen six- 
pounders, of which six were horse-artillery ; his Majesty’s 65th foot, the 
1st battalion of the 2d regiment, the 1st battalion of the 3d regiment, the 
•id battalion of the 9th regiment, of Bombay Native infantry, and the light 
company of the 2d battalion of the 15th regiment of Madras Native infantry, 
commenced the passage of the Gore River, near Serroor, on the 3d of Oc- 
tober, and arrived by the route of Ahmednuggur and Toka, at Unkota, in 
rear of the Unkye-.Tunkye pass, on the 20th of that month. On the same 
day, Brigadier-general Smith, C, B., arrived in position between Byzapoor 
and Kassurbanee Ghat, about eighteen miles to the right of Unkota; having' 
crossed the Gore River on tlie 8th and 9th, and followed the route of the 
left corps as far as Toka. These positions were taken up with a view to 
cover the country in their rear, and to enable the troops to descend into 
the Valley of Khandesh, when that measure should become necessary. All 
the heavy ordnance and commissariat supplies were left in depot at Ahmed- 
miggur; and the 1st battalion of the 4th regiment of Bombay Native in- 
fantry was held disposable, to bring them forward if'required. Other dis- 
positions were likewise in view for the completion of the proposed strength 
of the Fourth Division, and for the maintenance of a well-connected line of 
communication between its head' quarters and Poonah. These could not 
immediately take place, as they depended on the arrival of the Bombay 
European regiment from that Presidency, the 2d regiment of Madras Native 
cavalry, and the 2d battalion of the 15th regiment' of , Madras Native infan- 
try from Sekunderabad. . 

On the 7th of October, Brigadier-general Sir John Malcolm was joined at 
Amneir by the contingentof Sulabut Khan, N awaub ot EHichapoor, from wjiich 
he made a selection of one thousand two hundred horSe, and one battalion 
of regular infantry, with four guns drawn by horses ; the remainder, con- 
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luting of about five hundred horse and four hundred regular infantry, 
^^turned to the Ellichapcor territory, to contribute to its defence; and were 
employed in guarding the i>asses leading into it from the Valley of the Tipper 
Taptee. / 

The Ellichapoor contingent arrived by the Shawpoor Ghat, at Sindkeir, 
ni&ar Hoossingabad, on the 18th of October. In consequence of the reports ' 
received, by Sir John Malcolm, of the rapid fall of the Nerbuddah, a de- 
tachment from that corps was sent immediately to the Bugglatur Ghat, 
being the point which would first become fordable below Hoossingabad. 
Lieutenant-colonel Scot’s detachment arrived at Hurdah on the 22d of Oc- 
t(5ber, from the Taptee, by Sewul, Peepload, and Charwah. Major Lush- 
ington’s detachment followed by the same route, and arri’^d at Hurdah pn 
the 29th of October, Lieutenant-colonel Mackintosh’s, detachment joine^^^ 
in the beginning of November, at the same point, and by the same route. 
Immediate measures were adopted by Lieutenant-colonel Scot, under th(^^ 
orders of Brigadier-general Sir John Malcolm, for the occupation of all the 
Ghats on the Nerbuddah likely to become early fordable. The principal of 
these were, the Chipaneer, Cheechode, Bugglatur, Patkaira, and Burkeisur 
Ghats, At each of these a post of Native infantry, under an European officer, 
was established before the end of October. Brigadier-general Sir John 
Malcolm had then personally taken the command of the troops assembled at 
Hurdah, having concluded such business as previously detained him for 
some time at Hoossingabad. He was accompanied by the Ellichapoor con- 
tingent, and the Mysore horse ; the latter amounted to about three thousand 
six hundred men, exclusive of the party attending his Excellency the Com- 
mander-in -Chief. 

Arrival of the The Heiid-quartcrs of the army crossed the Poornah at Eedulabad on 
at Hordah, and thc 30th of Octobcr, aiid the Taptee, above Boorhaunpoor, on the 1st of 
Second ami Novembcr. On the 10th, Sir Thomas Hislop entered the camp at Hur- 

sions. dah ; and was received by a line under arms, composed of troops ardent 

^Map ii.) engage in a campaign of distant operations, and hopeful of finding a 
more tangible foe than the Pindarrics had proved themselves, when laying 
/ waste the southern countries. On the 13th of November, Major Andrews’ 
detachment, which pursued the route of the Head-quarters, joined, the 
army at Hurdah, accompanied by the 2d battalion of the 14th regiment of 
infantry. This corps left Meiker on the 27th of October, and fol- 
lowed up the Inarch of Major ^drews' detachment from Mulkapoor, at ^ 
which place it arrived on the 1st of November, by the route of Koatlee. 
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Of the four companies of pioneers marching with this detachment, three 
had been ordered to join the\Second Division; which, with one compan;^ 
ordered back from Changdeo to Jaulnah, completed the number destined 
for Brigadier-general Doveton s force. The pioneers attached to the First 
Division were consequently composed of two companies which joined 
Lieutenant-colonel Scot’s detachment at the Taptee, one company which 
inarched with Lieutenant-colonel Mackintosh’s detachment from Jaulnah, 
and the company which arrived with Major Andrews. The company of 
pioneers ordered to Jaulnah, was intended to join a small battering- 
train which marched from that place for Mulkapoor on the 7th of Novem- 
ber, with the 1st battalion of the 2d regiment of Native infantry, by the 
Adjunta Ghat and Lohaee. This train of ordnance* was designed for the 
eventual siege of Asseerghur, which there was early reason to contemplate. 

Tlie Second Division was held in view for the performance of that service; 
and ill order that it might be conveniently situated for the same, without 
abandoning the defensive objects which have been described, Brigadier- 
general Doveton was directed to move his head-quarters to a position imme- 
diately in the rear of Mulkapoor, either above or below the Berar Ghats. 

Orders were at the same time sent to Brigadier-general Smith, directing 
his descent into the valley in his front, where it was proposed that he should 
leave one brigade of infantry, and with the remainder advance his head- 
([uarters through the Seindwah Ghat to the Nerbuddah, to complete the 
occupation of that river. 

Pursuant to this disposition. Brigadier-general Doveton wUs directed 
to extend his views to the left of the line, which had been originally as- 
signed to his division, and to issue such occasional instructions to the 
lirigade designed to be left on the Gheernah by the Fourth Division, as 
should be necessary for its defensive co-operation. Connected with Gene- 
ral Doveton’s line of operations, which extended beyond the Wurdah, 
were the proposed dispositions in front of Nagpoor, 

In the beginning of November, the Nagpoor auxiliary corps aihounted Propowddispo- 

4 xi, 1 1 , , , , , 5 ^ 1 sitions at Ndg- 

lo three hundred horse and two thousand foot ; and was proposed to be poor, 
employed in conjunction with a respectable body of regular troops from (Mupn.) 
Nagpoor. A troop of Bengal cavalry, and four hundred .Madras Native 

infantry, were destined for the position of Nuggurdoon, hear Ramteak, 

— — 

* Consisting of tWo eighteeil^^uUders, two iron twelves, and two^^nor tars, with one thou- 
sand rounds for each gun, and fivo hundred shells for each of the mortars. 
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having on each flank a detachment 6f two hundred Madras infantry, and 
'Cne troop of Bengal cavalry. One of these was to be posted in the direc- 
tion of the Wyne-Gunga, and the other towards Pandoorna. The Rajah 
of Nagpoor was expected to contribute a considerable body of his best 
horse, to be employed in protecting the villages, and intercepting any 
Pindarries who might attempt to pass the right of the line near Sanghee, 
The main body of the auxiliary contingent was destined for Chuparra ; 
from thence to occupy the country on that parallel, between the eastern 
avenue by Heerapoor on the right, and that on the left by Ilurrye and 
Amburwana. One thousand Nagpoor horse were likewise to be posted on 
the Upper Taptee, near Meisdee, from whence their movements were to 
extend to Mooltye on the right, and to Meil on the left. The detachment 
which arrived under the command of Lieutenant-colonel Russell at Com- 
routtee (p. 45), prosecuted its march by Arnneir, Mooltye, the Shawpoor 
Ghat, and Seeonee, towards the Nerbuddah, at the Ford of Bugglatur, 
where it arrived on the 15th of November. This route was the same com- 
monly pursued by troops marching between the Wurdah and the Ner- 
buddah : but for the ascertainment of a more direct road to the lower parts 
of the latter river, a ccanpany of the 1st battalion of the 3d regiment was 
detached from the vicinity of Beitool, by the way of Saolleeghur, under 
Lieutenant Meredith, from whom a most satisfactory report was received. 
The Russell brigade was detained at Oomrouttee for some days, in order 
that it might escort a convoy of treasure arid provisions collected at that 
place. During its march, which followed the routp of Lieutenant-colonel 
Russell’s detachment, it dropped two companies al Beitool, under orders 
received to establish there a post of communicationi 

The Fifth Division of the army, composed of troops which had been 
occupied in the defence of the Valley of the Nerbuddah till the commence- 
ment of the monsoon, was found conveniently situated, at its close, for the 
operations of the present campaign. Only a few movements were nece>s- 
sary for enabling it to cross the river. A detail of Native artillery, and four 
six-pounder field-pieces, marched from Hoossingabad on the 18th of Octo* 
ber lor Gurhwarra. Three troops of the 6th regiment of Bengal Native 
cavalry arrived at Hoossingabad from Gurhwarra on the 3d of November. 
The 1st battalion of the 23d regiment of Bengal Native infantry amved at 
the same pohit, from Sohagpoor, on the 6th; and on the same day, the 
first Rohillah horfie, with the exception of two hundred men, left at Gnrh- 
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^ warra and Sphagpoor, arrived front the lattfit; place ^nd Jubbulpoor. But 
while troops were assemblm^' at Hdbssingabad for the. prosecution of acth'5| 
operations % advance die Nerbuddah, a storm was gathering about the 

capital, in the rear, whioh demanded immediate attention. . Colonel Adams 
accordingly received orders to detach to Nagpoor a suitable reinforcement ; 
and on the 12th of November, Lieutenant-colonel Gahan marched with 
three troops of the 6th regiment of Bengal Native cavalry with a detail 
of gallopers attached, and the 1st battalion of the 22d regiment of Bengal 
Native infantry with two" six^pounder field-pieces, under instructions to 
proceed with all practicable expedition to the above-mentioned point. This 
detachment was, however, subsequently halted at Sindkeir, till a requisi- 
tion for its advance should be received from Mr. Jenkins, the Resident at 
Nagpoor ; to whom the arrangement which had taken place was accord- 
ingly notified. 

Having conducted to their first base of operations the Advance, which, 
liaving far to march for this purpose, were necessarily first in motion, it is 
proper to return to the dispositions which, during the same period, were 
adopted on the side of Hindoostan. The Head-quarters of the Marquis of 
Hastings having continued at Cawnpoor from the I, 4th of September to the 
12th of October, proceeded by the route of Akburpoor to Secundra, where 
Ids Lordship arrived on the 20th in the personal command of the Grand 
Army in the field. His march was accompanied from Cawnpoor by the 
following troops, under the orders of Major-ge|ieral Brown, forming p^it 
of the Centre Division, 

■ The Rocket Troop. 

The Corps of Miners and Engineer’s Park. 

The Experimental Dromedary Corps. 

His Majesty's 24th Light Dragoons. 

His Majesty’s 87th Foot. * 

1st Battalion 24th Regiment Native Infantry. 

2d ditto 25th ditto. 

The European and Native Artillery, 
with the Battering and Light Field-Trains, consisting of - 
Two 24 Pounders, Iron. 

Four 12 ditto Brass. 

Four 6 ‘ ditto ditto. . 

. , . f , To be joined by 

Four ^ 6 i inch Howitzers^ from Keitah. 
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On the 25th of October, Lord Hastings' Head-quarters, and the Centre 
-Pivision, marched by Shergliur to Sunkerpoor, where they halted till the 
28th, having crossed the Jumnah between those places by a temporary 
bridge, which, with the approach to it, had been constructed with much 
labour and ingenuity. On the 29th the march was continued; and pro- 
ceeding by Soharee, Jaloan, Danoura, Sekunderpoor, and Jedowsa, his 
Lordship's Head-quarters arrived at Mahewa, near the Seoora or Seeoonda 
Ghat, on tlie river Sind, on the 7th of November. Combined with the 
movements of the Centre Division of the Grand Army to the Sind, was that 
of the Right Division, commanded by Major-general Donkin, to the Chuin- 
bul. This corps assembled in the latter end of October in camp, near Agra, 
where it was joined, early in November, by the irregular quota of the 
Rajah oi Bhurtpoor, and on the 5th commenced its march for Dholpoor, 
by the left bank of the Chumbiil, which forms the northern boundary of 
Scindiah s dominions. Jt arrived in position, agreeably to previous arrange- 
ment, on the 8th. This movement having completed Lord Hastings’s com- 
bination, as it was immediately directed against Scindiah, here will be the 
proper place to examine these positions, and the objects proposed by them, 
to His Lordship, prior to this period, had received the most undoubted 
by proof that Scindiah was pledged to the Rindarries, to support them ; and 
was aw'are that his taking the field would be followed by the resistance of 
Ameer Khan, as well as by that of other Powers, whose hostility he was 
instigating. Scindiah’s negotiations were conducted with all the secrecy 
in his power, and he flattered himself with complete success in that respect ; 
but the admirable dexterity with which all his schemes were detected, and 
even copies of his correspondence obtained, forms by no means the least 
happy part of his Lordship's arrangements. The possession of the most 
collect information, while it enabled Lord Hastings to adopt the plan most 
suitable to the actual state of affairs, relieved him from all ties founded on 
anterior treaties. Under these circumstances it appeared possible, with- 
out an actual struggle, to reduce Scindiah to submission ; and all the pre- 
parations for this purpose were conducted with so much order and secrecy, 
as to promise every success. Accordingly, on the advance of the army 
across the Jumnah, Scindiah suddenly found himself pressed from oppo- 
site directions, by the approach, to points on his frontier withinc two 
marches of himself and his capital, of two strong divisions, which were 
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interposed between him and all his corps, whose situation has been noticed 
(p. 14)- The position of the Centre Division likewise covered the Coih- 
pany’s territories from any diversion that might be attempted by Scin- 
diah in that direction. It was also equally well calculated for the inter- 
ception of any Pindarries who might attempt to gain Gwalior by a route 
east of the Sind. At the same time, the Second or Right Division, at 
Dholpoor, opposed itself to the junction with Ameer Khan’s principal 
force, then besieging Maharajpoor, of that portion of them which was 
about Seronge, as well as the corps serving in Holkufs country. 

The importance of these positions will be better understood by con- 
sidering the peculiar features of this part of Malwah. About twenty miles 
south of Gwalior, a ridge of steep broken woody kills extends uninter- 
ruptedly from the Sind to the Chumbul. This ridge is passable for car- 
riages or bodies of cavalry in two places only; while, perhaps, in all other 
points, it may not be found practicable even to single horsemen. One of the 
passes is within about four miles of the Chumbul ; and the other on the 
banks of tlie Sind, where the chain slopes down to the river, near Narwur. 
From this peculiarity of ground, the alternatives between which Scindiah 
laid to choose, in the event of his not submitting to the dictates of the 
Governor-general, were, either to shut himself up in Gwalior, or to repair 
to his distant dominions and the Pindarries. ' In the former case, a single 
brigade entrenched, would block up the only outlet from the fortress, while 
the rest of the British force in that quarter might reduce the provinces 
of Gwalior and Gohiul. In the latter supposition, he would begin his 
contest by sacrificing his fine train of brass artillery, amounting to nearly 
one hundred and fifty pieces; for, if left in Gwalior, it must speedily 
fall with the place, which would be starved into surrender. II he at- 
tempted to take it with him, he would be Overtaken before he could get 
it up the Ghats ; and in either case, by occupying the gorges of the hills, 
his richest provinces were secured against him for ever. 

Scindiah, while in this predicament, was pressed to accede to the fol- 
lowing propositions: To supply a contingent of five thousand select horse, 
to be placed under the command of a British officer, with an assignment 
for their maintenance for two years, on the tribute payable by the States 
of Jondpoor, Boondee, and Kotah; and to relinquish, for three years, the 
payment made by the British Government to himself and certain members 
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a|liis family, in consequence of former treaties: To continue in his actual 
jwsition, and on no account to quit it without the acquiescence of the 
Governor-general : To resign to the occupation of a British garrison the 
forts of Asseerghur and Hindia, during the war, as places of security ajid 
depots for the British army ; To receive a British force near his person, 
in order to check his refractory and disobedient officers, and to preserve 
the tranquillity of his country : To agree that the several corps of his 
army should occupy, during the war, certain positions to be fixed on by 
the Governor-general ; and that a British officer should reside with each 
to secure the fulfilment of this condition : That the British Government 
should be relieved from the restrictions established by the treaty of 1805, 
which precluded their forming engagements with the States of Oodeipoor, 
Joadpoor, and Kotah, and with the State of Boondee, and other substantive 
States on the left bank of the Chumbul. It is no part of the design of 
this Memoir to describe the negotiations through which these important 
points were carried. The Resident’s arguments were backed by the ad- 
vance of an overwhelming force, and his instructions were proportionably 
peremptory.* Considerable management was, however, still necessary to 
accomplish them without any struggle on the part of Scindiab, as espe- 
cially desired by the Governor-general. After much and frequent discus- 
sion of the several points, they were finally acceded to on the 5th of No- 
vember, with the exception of that which provided for the reception 
of a British force near the Maharajah’s person. Lord Hastings ratified 
the treaty on the following day, probably not without doubts of the 
sincerity with which Scindiah might be now acting. This may be inferred 
from the positions his Lordship’s Head-quarters continued to maintain after 
the conclusion of these engagements. 


* Captain CJose, though labouring under severe iiuUspositiori at this important period, con- 
tinued to conduct the functions of a Political Minister at Scindiah’s Court with entire success, till 
towards the close of the war, when he was obliged to seek change of air, by a sickness, aggravated 
most probably by the extreme solicitude naturally produced by the momentous and critical stiite 
of alfkirs in which he watf engaged. He had early used the freedom of suggesting in considerable^ 
detail, the arrangements, even of a military nature, on the side of Malwah, which ^hc conceived 
necessary to the success of a war that should commence wi^ the attack of the Pindarriea ; and 
had the satisfaction of finding their wisdom confirmed by the general adoption of the Marinis 
of Hastings. ,., 
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It has b^en mentioned (p. 39) that the Third or Left Division of the Grahd Aavtowof iu 

. 1, -r-* Third DiviHion. 

Army, commanded by Major-general Marshall, was to assembly at Callm^l 
on the 10th of October. Accordingly its head-quarters and the majority of 
the troops were actually there on that day. The objects to which the 
attention of this corps was directed, were the co-operation with the 
advanced divisions of the Army of the Deckan, for the expulsion of the 
Pindarries ; the protection of the frontier of Bundelcund against their in- 
cursions; and the frustration of their eventual attempts at escaping by the 
south-east towards the Nagpoor frontier, on being expelled, by the pro- 
posed combination of movements, from their permanent positions. The 
first of these objects was certainly the most practicable ; and required in 
the commencement the advance of the force to such a position as should 
be properly situated for a fresh point of departure, when the Deckan 
divisions should be prepared to cross the Nerbuddah. A route by Huttah 
promised to answer this purpose, and the march of the division was ac- 
cordingly commenced in that direction on the 13th; though some of the 
troops, and a considerable portion of the commissariat supplies, had not 
yet joined. On the 19th, Major-general Marshalls head-quarters were at 
Puimah, having arrived there by the Bisram-Gunje Ghat, where he halted 
in order to be joined by supplies, which he much needed. At this time two 
troops of the 2d Rohillah cavalry were stationed at Azeemghur. Four troops 
of Baddeley’s horse and a company of pioneers, on their march from Cawn- 
poor and Kalpee, had not yet joined. At Lohargaum were stationed twb 
troops of the 2d Rohillah cavalry, and three companies of the Ist battalion 
of the J4th regiment of Native infantry. After these arrangements, the 
division advanced by Semeerah and Huttah, where it arrived on the 27th, 
and halted till the 4th of November; during which period it was over- 
taken by such detachments as were on the road to join. As these move- 
ments deprived Bundelcund of the protection of an active force, the 
deficiency was now supplied by a detachment which marched on the Ist 
of November from the Centre Division at Seeoonda, and consisted of two 
squadrons of Native cavalry, the dromedary corps, and three companies 
of light infantry, under Major Gumming. This detachment moved by 
Koonch, and the Kunchun Ghat to Raat, near Keitah, and was left at liberty 
to take up such fduber positions as should best defeat any eventual 
attempt of the Pindarries. From Huttah a route was taken to Reillee, 
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where the division arrived on the 12th of November, by the way of 
6urracota. It was here necessary to halt, as well to bring up treasure 
and stores expected by the route of Lohargaum, as to await the advance 
of the Deckan divisions. During the latter part of the march, a ])arty of 
Piiidarries from Wassil Mahomud’s camp, passed near to Saughur and 
Bcnaikapiittiin, and from thence down the Dhamaunee Ghat into the Chan- 
deri district. They were represented to amount to four hundred horse, 
and returned to Gungee-Basowda on the 5th of November, after having 
])lunclered Mow Raneepoor and many of Baptiste s* village. While in the 
Saghiir country, the division was plentifully supplied; but the chief 
Bennaik Row, whose feudal allegiance had been transferred by the treaty 
of Poonah to the British Government, positively refused to supply any 
part of his contingent of six hundred and sixty-six horse. 

On the left of the Third Division a force was directed to assemble 
under the orders of Brigadier-general Ilardyrnan, to continue the line to- 
wards the south-east. That officer accordingly marched with the 8th 
regiment of Native cavalry, and the 2d battalion of the 8th regiment of 
Native infantry, from Mir/.apoor, early in October, and arrived at Mhow on 
the 11th, at which })lace he was joined eight days afterwards by lus 
Majesty's 17th foot, which marched from the former point /On the 10th. 
On the 23d Brigadier-general Hardyman was at Oomree, about twdve 
miles from the river Toonse, with the 8th cavalry, having left the Na- 
tive battalion at Mhow, and stationed the European regimeilt at Mun- 
gamnia (or Mungowah), between the latter place and Rewah. At the same 
time he opened c.ommunications villi the Third Division and the post of 
Lohargong on his right ; and with Brigadier-general Toone s force on his 
left. He was joined in the beginning of November by about two hundred 
and fifty irregular horse, ^furnished, unwillingly, by the Rajah of Rewah. As 
at this time the before-mentioned Piiidarries, from Wassil Mahomud s camp, 
appeared likely to be driven by the troops in Bundclcund, in the direction 
of his part of the line of general defence, he proceeded with the cavalry 
to Sohal, forty miles west of Rewah, on the 7tli of November, and ordered 
the 17th foot to assume a position near the latter place. A squadron of 
cavalry was subsequently detached to the Buddenpoor Ghat to look to- 


• An officer in Scindiah’s service, who held Jaghires for the payment of troops. 
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to^vardsUhe ^ir^tioii of Ch^gdd'a ani the road Bellary ai^ 

Jubbulpbor, wl^ere j\laj6r Richards commanded, ‘wjth wlioto a communi- 
cation was also established ; but tlje' cavalry post was soon afterwards 
withdrawing lind joi^d its,head-qnar-ters oh the riglit bank of the Toonse. 

Brigadier-general Toone i detachment was destined to terminate the ni»posiiionsoi 
line of general defence'to the lefti hy dispositions on, t^ Upper Soan for fai ToolKN'’'' 
the protection of the southern frontier of Baha,r. , Ijts headrquarters, his 
Majesty's i4th foot, the 2d battalion of the 4th regiment of Native infantry, 
four six-pounders, and two huni,dred and twenty-five irregular hors^, were,; 
on the 16th of October, encamped at Barobn ; and on the 0th of No- ' ) 
vember at Oontarrec. From thence was made a distribution of posts,' 
to occupy the principal passes, and to maintain communications between 
them and Brigadier-general Hardyraan’s extreme post of Burdee. The 
Ramghur battalion, commanded by Major Roughsedge, though not forming 
a part of Brigadier-general Toone's detachment, Was in co-operation with it 
for the defence of the frontier, by detachments from its head-quarters at 
Hazareebaugh ; and by the supply of the irregular horse, serving with Bri- 
gadier-general Toonc, which were collected in that district, and furnished 
by the Rajah of Siugc«wla. A post was likewise established at Kidrair, 
about eighteen miles south of Oontarree, to command the passes of the Kun- 
nur river. Across these it was apprehended the Pindarries might advance 
from the Ghats of Dhumna and Lackenpoor, ip the Sirgooja country. This 
district is a dependency of the province of Chaoteesghur, belorfging to Nag- 
poor, and immediately adjoining the British districts of Palamab and Chotah 
Nagpoor. On this account Brigadier-general Toone yas directed to combine 
with Iiis protection of the British possessions under the Bengal Presi- 


dency, a co-operation with the military dispositions in Chaoteesghuj, as 
well j’or the protection of the' Rajah’s territory (p; 50) as for the intercep- 
tion of any bodies of Pindarries who might attempt to pass through them • 
to the northern)Sirkars untler the Madras Tresidency. 

The Reserve p.ivision of the Gran^ Array, as already mentioned, was Prejaratioti roi 
directed to 'assemble On the 20th of October, under Major-general Sir of the Reserve. 
B.iyid Ochter;lony, qf P^lhi ; and tfi^ce to march, as soon as fully- (m»p »•) 
equipped, to Rewarree. The objects^mldiately assigned to this division, 
were the contfoul Ameer Khan, the interception of Pindarries who 
might retreat by'the fiorth-west, and the support of the Rajahpoot States, 
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llij^uld they, evince a desire to come jinder British proteoiion., , 

‘ motetnents consequent on these views were lifer than diose 6f other 
divisions, their description will be, postponed ; but thougli); ad- 

visable to refer here to the field position of the Reserve, to give ‘ 
abetter idea of the general military combination. 

J'or the same purpose it is necessary to take into Oqnsideratidn the 
proposed employment of the Goozerat force, which was ultimately bft- , 
gaded for field service, in the order already anticipated, (p/38.) '^o' 
it * was attached the Guickwar contingent of two thousand horse, with 
which Williams, Esq. was appointed to reside, as a. channel of 

communica|ion for its conduct. The purposes for which this division was , 
destined, were the protection of the Goozerat frontier against eventual 
inroads of the Pindarrics, their interception, should they attempt to cross the 
Lower Nerbuddah, and a general co-operation with the Army of the Deckan 
in the event of a war with the Mahratta Powers. To render this project 
more effectual, Sir Thomas Hislop was vested with authority to assume 
the direction and controul of that force in the same manner as if it 
constituted a part of’ his ‘‘own army, so long as it should be acting in 
prosecution of the same objects.'’ In. consequence of some disturbances 
at Pahlanpoor, in the northern quarter of Goozerat, a part of the field force 
was detached at the end of October, under Colone} Elrington, for the re- 
duction of .that district to its customary state. This object being entirely 
unconnected with the general operations in view, it appears unnecessary 
here to enter iiifo a particular description of the projects which it embraced ; 
i:^hile some reference to it was requisite in order to account for the delay 
of the re-assembly of the division till the latter end of November. 

It might be considered equally unnecessary to describe, in this place, 
the operations of Colonel Munro's force at Soondoor in Octoljer^-iiyhicb de- 
layed its being in position for offensive operations in t^e^'|.DecHan till 
the end of November, did it not appear that the instigations^, of 'tlicf' 
Peishwah for its employment on the former service, proceeded from 
secret schemes for a jupture ; wli^^ it would be for his advantage ;,to 
4i!^ect to distant objects as many of the British ttoops^as possible. 
I^iis corps was destined ultimately^ form a reserve on the ^Sti^Ilel of 
Kulburga, to be applicable as circumstances miglTt require, eitl^ to in- 
towards the capitals Hydrabad and PoOnah, or 'topfull back for the 
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Reserve .in ' th® general co-operation on that line. ' The adoption of this * 
disposition^ at, the same tilde that the other divisions were on mltfch to 
their ady,anc|d positions^ was prevented by the plan'proposdd l^ the reduc- 
tion of the^alley of Soondbor, at the solicitation of the Peishwah. , 

Prince had long pressed the British Government for their assistance in the ^ 
acquisition of this small tract of, territory, which was maintained in a state 
of insubordinaBbn by a feudatory, and which contained a temple, of great., » 
sanctity, that his highness Occasionally visited.' The most convenient forced" 
for this purpose 'was that at Darwar ; and preparations Were accordingly 
made for its movement early in October, with, the exception of the 2d 
battalion of the 4th regiment of Native infantry, and two six-pounder 
field-pieces, which were proposed to be left under the command of Major 
Ncwall, for the occupation of that place, Kooshgul, and Ranee-Bjdnoor. 
On the 11 til of October all the ordnance department and artillery marched 
from Darwar for Humpsagur on the Toombudra, . under the command of 
Taeutenant-colonel Dalrymple ; and- were followed 'on the 13th by Colonel 
Mnnro with the remainder of the force.* - ' 

On the 20th of October Colonel Munro divided his force into two parts, 
of which one, consisting of the cavalry, with fhe exception^rf a half squadron 
of dragoons and a half squadron of Native cavalry, was placed on the left, 
bank of the river, in charge of, the sick, and of the heavy baggage j and the 
other crossed over by baSket-boats to Humpsagur. ^ This operation was 
completed on the 23d, and the force was there joined by the head-quarters 
and three companies of the 2d battalion of pioneers from. Bellmy. ’’ On the 
27th of Octobe'r..<P«lond Miin'ro entered the Valley of Soondoor:-by the 
Kauaweehullee Ghat, when the fort was surrendered, and, on the ^^ame 


Consist^bf.two squadrons of hU Maje||'s’22d dragobns, 7th regiment of Native ca- 



infantry. 



Dispositions of 
the Madras 
Government 
lor the protec- 
tion of their 
Provinces. 


(Map I.) 


60 OPENING. OF TijiE CAMPAIGN. 

ocoupied by a^British garrison, consisting of a part jpf the rifle corps/ 
wflich were subsequently relieved by two coii^anies of the . 2d battalipn of 
the 12th regiment of Native infantry. There" being no further occasion ' 
for the services of this force south of the Toombudra, it returned imme- 
diately to Humpsagur, at which point it completed its passage to the left 
bank on the 5th of November; having previously sent into Bellary all hea^f. 
equipments which might render it unfit for active field operations. On 
the 7tIiof November Colonel Munro delivered over the command of the 
force to Colonel Hewett, C. B., with instructions to put it in motion for the 
position assigned to the Reserve, in tlrree divisions. Of these, the cavaliy,? 
forming the first, were to march on the 9th. The European flank battalion, 
artillery, rifles, and pioneers, forming the second, were to march on the 
10th; and the 2d battalion of the 12th regiment of Native infantry, and the 
commissariat supplies, forming the third and last, were to march on the 
1 1th. Colonel Munro then returned to Darwar ; Brigadier-general Pritzler, 
appointed to the Reserve, being at this time far advanced on his return 
from Hydrabad, to assume the command. These several corps pro- 
ceeded by the route of Kanagherry to Chinnoor, and were finally formed, 
on the 16th of November, into the Reserve Division of the Army of 
the Deckan. 

Previously to closing this chapter, which has been designed to comprise 
the detail of all previous military, dispositions, as well defensive as offensive, 
it will be proper to notice the e5i:ertions made by the Madras Government 
to cover its provinces, under the prospect of the Reserve being diverted 
from that service. These exertions, considering the paucity of means 
available, may be deemed as surprising as they were praiseworthy ; and 
were rewarded by their salutary effects, when the country was subse- 
quently entered by a body of Pindarries, who passed with impuuity all the 
corps in advance. From the most western point of the British frontier on 
the Toombudra, a chain of posts distantly Connected was established along that 
river, till its junction with the Kistnah at Moorkondali. From thence it 
followed the coarse of the latter river to Chintapilly, and afterwtrrds took 
the course of the eastern Ghats to ^e Chilka Lake, terminating in that 
direction the Presidency of Fort St. George. These posts were established 
at various distances in rear of- the line of frontier, and threw forward 
sifialler parties to the passes of the rivers and hills in their front. The 
number ' of trbpps employed on this service amounted to six squadrons of 
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dra<'ooas; «ix squadtons of WAtive?-C#«ikyjvnine bitttalions of Native in- 
Cantry, besides* five tbqosai^. horse and foot belotiging to the Rajah of 
Mysore, who contioued the ^ain to the left. This force, distributed along 
a line of eight hundred and fifty miles in length, necessfirily deduced the 
strength of each » post to a small number. Experience, ■ however,, had 
already ^ewn that the Pindarries were to be deterred by the smallest 
party of infantry posted ; and that they were to be beaten from their ground 
by the unexpected -attack of a single company. Their object being" plun- 
der, it was natural for them to aVoid all contest, which could only impair ^ 
their numbers without adding to their booty. 
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RUPTURE ON THE PART OF THE PEISHWAH. 

Auspicious Cojidiict of the Peishwuh, ^ How evinced. Apprehensions of the Residtfnt. 
Count&march of the Fourth Division, Consequent Dispositions of the Second Division, 
States of Force at the three Deckan Capitals, Change of Position of' the Pomak, 
Detachment and its Reinforcement, Situation of the Resident, Abmpt. Declaration ^ 
of War. Abandonment and Destruction of the Residency, Position of the Enemy. 
Colonel Burr’s Dispositions, Attack of the Peishioah. Defeat of the PeishwaJi, Re^ 
Jlections, Lnportance of European Troops, Barbarous Treatment of British Officers, 
March of the Fourth Division, Arrival fiear Poondh, Position of the Enemy. Pre- 
parations for Attack, Contest at the Yelloura Ford, Flight of the Peishwahi S id- 
sequent Arrangements, Ejections. Routes pursued by the Enemy, and Capture of 
their Guns. , . ' ' 


■ The Division commanded by Brigadier-general Smith, C. B., had scarcely 
taken up its positions for the protection of the territories of th^ Peishwah, 
when that Prince exhibited unequivocal demonstrations of hostility against 
the Power engaged in his defence. ’ 

During the preparations for the opening of the campaign, he hacj shewn 
great apparent zeal for co-operation against the common^ enemy, the Pin- 
darries. The British Government, to testify their confidence in his. f^ith, 
restored to him the fortresses of Ryeghur, Siiighur, and Poorunder, whiqh 
had been ceded in occupancy, as pledges for hi^ fulfilment of the treaty of 
the preceding June* ,, 

For this ostensible purpose, he was extraordinarijy active in failing 
troops, both horse and foot; and gave higher pay for military *^ervice.t^^ 

I- _ y 1 1 _ *rfc i_ : j * 



had been usual either in the Poonah or 
time he discovered a decided unwillingness to let 
th^ vicinity; of the capital, for the purpose of cbntribiitifig to thq^defi^ce of 
frontier j and every qjbstruction was secretly oppOsejJ to :th^ levy of 
irregujar auxiliary horse, which at this time the Brifish'Goverrt^ Wa^ 
raising through the means.of its own officers. 



. » RUPTUKE ON THE PART OF THE PEISHWAH. „ G3 

However convinlceS tlie Be^aent at P^oriah must have beeiti; by these Appwte^**; . / 
and iSther practices, of th^i^ter ‘designs ^ the Peishwaji, a circumstajice ■ ' 

betrayed itself in its consequences, which could hot fail to give considerable 

Marge portion* of *f he Bombay Vlrmy were constantly i‘ecruited.|;om 
the Peishwah’s territory, and particularly from the Kokun, where *meir 
families generally resided. ; A spirit of desertion suddehly.„appeared in some 
corps above the Ghrfts, which might seem unaccountable, till it was dis- 
covered thaP their femilies had' been dispossessed of their hjibitations, and 
exposed' to great distress by the Peishwah’s servants. . , • 

At length affairs had, so far approached the impending crisis, that the 
Honourable Mr. Elphinstone found himself called on to apply, however un- 
willingly, to Brigadier-general Smith for the immediate return of tlie troops 
north of the Godavery ; as the Peishwah had assembled, in a menacing posi- • 
tion, an army of no less than twenty-five thousand horse, ‘ and ten thousand ^ 
foot,' with several guns. The Fourth Division accordingly broke up from its 
field-positions in the first days of November, and was re-assembled at Fool- . (M.p' vu.) 
tamba on the 4th. It here awaited a further requisition for its speedy ad-, 
vance on the capital till the Gth, when it continued its route in that direct 
tion. At the same time the light battalion, which had been posted with twp 
six-pounder field-pieces in the Valley of Serrobr, was ordered, on the first 
alarm, to repair to Poonah. All small details were called in,; while the 
2d regiment of Madras cavalry was ordered to march on Toka, as a more 
direct route for its junction. ' ' . 

As soon as Brigadier-general Doveton received reports of Bngadier- (I'lspositioiis fit 
general Smith’s retrograde movements, he judiciously countermanded^ the second u.- 
inarch of the battering- train on Mulkapoor; and directed the engineers . (ii.ipvii.) 
park and department, wWch had moved from that place to Chahgdeo ori 
thetst of November, to join him above the Ghats.. The head-quarters of 
W^econd Division marched from Meikefroff the' 12th ofNcveMaber, and 
ajived by the route of Ootrad^ett, Soonah, and WurrOod, at J^ffeitabad, on 
jPl 5th. ' They were here'jdined bjf the battgripg-train, which counter- 
'mrehed from Sunnopd on the Ifth, lad arrived-- fey % route of Adjunta. 

The en^iibgfe’ pife;*h<F”department arrived on the 16th by the route of 
Jeypodr, 'tepe, Clifckly, and Wurrood, having ranched from Mulkapoor 
on the 12^1 of'NovdtiSli.eit , 
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In order to fill, in some measure, the void eccasiolied by the march;-of 
the Fourth Division southward, two thousand'^ the Nizam’s reformed horse, 
commanded by Captain Davies, and one battalion of the Nizam’s regular 
infantry, were ordered by Brigadier-general Doveton to a^suirne tlW vacant 
position above the Khandesh Ghats. , . 

At this period, the amount of force left at the three capitals of the D^c- 
kan was distributed as follows : — 


At Sekunderabad . . < 


Detail of Artilleiy. 

Left Wing of the Madras European Regiment. 

The 2d Battalion of the 8th Regiment of Native Infantry. 
Ist .. Ditto .... 21st .. Ditto .... Ditto. 

1st .. Ditto .... 22d .. Ditto .... Dittew* 

Two Companies of Bengal Native Infantry (Resident's 
Escort.) 


At Poonah 


Detail of Artillery. 

2d Battalion of the 1st Regt. of Bombay Native Infantry. 


2d ... . 

Ditto ♦. 

6th . . Ditto 

. . Ditto. 

1st. . . . 

Ditto .. 

7th .. Ditto 

. • Ditto. 

1st. . . . 

Ditto .. 

Poonah Brigade. . . 

. . . Ditto. 


Two Companies of Bengal Native Infantry (Resident's 
Escort.) 


At Nugpoor 


Three Troops of the 6th Regiment of Bengal Cavalry. 
Details of Madras Cavalry and Foot Artillery. 
j 1st Battalion of the 20th Regt. of Madras Native Infantry. 

I 1st.. Ditto 24th Ditto Ditto. 

Two Companies of Bengal Native Infantry (Resident’s 
Escort.) 


While these movements took place at a distance from Poonah, at*" that 
capital it had become unsafe for any persons belonging to the British camp 
to quit their lines. Lieutenant Shaw, of the auxiliaries, was, on the 1st of 
November, dismounted, within two miles of the Residency, by three of Jhe 
Peishwah’s horsemen, and speared in the thigh. On the same day, tfe 
brigade at Poonah changed its ground from the immediate vicinity 
‘‘^orc tenable position, at the distance of about three lailes, 

"’Tprn“r' ^ cantonments. This i^easure had 

(C.cj becoiue absolutely necessary, not only on account of the weakness of a 
position, towards which the. enemy were closing ih from all directions, thus 
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depriving the brigade of the, 5id vantages of its discipliije^; ., but likewise ow- 
ing to tlie ujoreiuitting endejpwirs of the Peishwah^tor’d<^ttpt?the fidelity of 
the Tfetive tl'^dps* to whicji they^i^ere the more eipol|dHn pfoportiofi to 
their vicinity to the city« |isTli%jl|pft'bf the new, pofitipK^a* apptied'’dn the 
Kirkee bridge, over the MoolJa river, and its right onijlie village of Kirkee. 

This position was rather too extensive for the troops which occupied it ; but 
it had the advantage of commanding the water, atid.coramuh'ica’tiiSg diirectly 
with the Residency, and the great toads of Serroor and Bombay. 

It happened, fortunately; that the Bombay European regiment, witli 
detachments of his Majesty’s 65th foot and of Bombay artilleay, which were 
on their march from the coast to the Eoonah Division, had nOt yet passed 
tliat capital towards their northern destination. This reinforcement entered 
the camp at Kirkee on the 30th of October, after a forced march of thirty 
miles from tlie bottom of the Ghats. , , 

On the morning of the 5th of' November,, the British Resident still Situation of the 

*1 ^ ' 11 - 1 Hesident. 

occupied the Residency at the Sungum*, having augmented his guard to 
tscvcral hundred men. The head-quarters of the Peishwahs brigade, .com- 
manded by Captain Ford, were at Dapooree, but one battalion only was (PUn 4 .) , 
])resent, and with it were three field-pieces. This brigade was raised and • 
disciplined by European officers, under the Peishwah’s immediate orders, 
as has been already mentioned ; but on the present occasion more reliance 
was placed on their attachment to them, than to their Prince. The small^ 
guard which had been left in the cantonment was withdrawn, and joined 
tlie troops at the Residency ; while in the city so unusual a tumult pre- 
vailed, that the Resident thought the cause of it should be ascertained on 
sufficient authority. ’ . 


11c wished to employ^ on this occasion, the .services of Captain, Ford> Abrupt deciara- 
who had been long used to confidential conferences with the Peishwab/and 
was intimafe^; acquainted with the Minister, Mor Dixit; but the latte? 
discourag^ff^^l from persevering in his attempt, st^tir^g that Bajee Rad 
was goi^/to the Parbuttee f, an4,that the bustle in question arpse solely 
from assembling of the troops who were to accompany his Highness. 



>k .m • ' ''I '' ‘ 

liiis word signifies, in the 
were the-Mdifta^ Moolla. .. 
f A lifll on 

siderable cel^lty. 
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Could the assignment of this reason have satisfied the Resident, 
tion would have had but a short continuance ; for at about two o clock’ p, m. 
'a confidential officer on the part of ihe Peishwah arrived at the^^Resi- 
dency, and delivered in an insolent manner a message from ^ his master, 
desiring, among other things, that the European regiment should be sent 
away, the Native brigade reduced to its usual strength, and that the can- 
tonments should be removed to a place to be pointed out by the Peisfi’^h. 
Mr. Elpliinstone declared his incompetency to depart from the arrangemert^ 
ordered by the Governor-general, and that he was prepared for any emer- 
gency necessary to their maintenance, while he lamented the infatuation 
which prompted the Peishwah to make such extraordinary demands. The 
officer then departed with a threatening gesture, desiring the Resident to 
abide the consequences. 

It was no longer safe to occupy the Residency ; and as the guard was 
held in readiness to move at the shortest notice, Mr. Elpliinstone, witli his 
suite, commenced their retreat up the left bank of the Moota river, which 
they crossed near the Sungum/ and recrossed by the Kirkcc bridge into 
the camp. The Peishwah’s troops now entering the gardens of the Resi- 
dency, set fire to every thing combustible, and in a short time destroyed 
the buildings, furniture, and records. 

At the distance of about three miles to the north-westward of the city 
of Poonah, lie some hills, between which passes the road to Bombay. In 
that direction the Peishwah’s army was assembled since morning, in expec- 
tation of orders for attacking the British force, to which it was opposite. 

A high ridge of ground extended between the two positions, which 
were distant more than two miles. On each side flowed, in the lower 
ground, the Moota river, which doubled round the rear of the British 
camp. Many ravines and water-courses joined the bed of the river ^from 
the high ground round which it flowed, and were calculated to impede any 
distant flank movement along the bank of the river. 

The enemy’s position was on strong cortimanding ground. In front 
were a rivulet and some walled gardens ; his left was at the Gunnei^kiind * 


* Thm action is called by the Natives the Combat of Gunnoislctmd, and the Briti.sh Reports 
style it that otsKirkee. The Battle of Argaum in 1803, is likewise called by the name of Nar- 
nulla. Nor are the instances of two names to the same action confined to India. ^'Two of tlie most 
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hills, his right oa tli^ Re^l^cy, . and in his tear^ chain sjpf motintains, 

The Vinchoor hpr^ :%ere dapije j^ft, the gnnft aihd infantry iff thn, centre, 
and large bodies o^^vftligrycgh the right and along the' rear. iTie IVfiihratta 
army was immediately cdmmandad by Gokla : the Peishwah having retired 
to the top of the Parbuttee, to have a distant and elevated view^of the 
action, hj^r Dixit, Minister, held a respectable command, though 
more considered as a politician than a soldier. 

Colonel Burr commanded the British force, and had been engaged since coionci 

^ 1 • ui*>p^)sitK)ns. 

his removal to Kirkee in the establishment of a post for the security of his 
stores, treasure, provisions, and sick, before the expected crisis. He, now 
found himself enabled to leave them under the protection of the 2d batr 
talion of the 6th Bombay Native infantry, greatly weakened by small . -de- 
tachments, but reinforced by such details as he considered unfit to bring 
into action. This position, in which were placed two iron twelve-pounders, 
was committed to the charge of Major Roome. 

Daring the retreat of the Resident from the Sungum, Colonel Burr was 
required to move forward to meet the enemy, already in motion to com- 
mence the action. The Colonel was informed that, the Poonah battalion 
was marching to join him from its cantonment at Dapooree, situate about 
two miles distant in a westerly direction. The force accordingly selected a 
position about a mile further in advance. It was joined by the Resident (n,z>.) 
with the guard from the Sungum, and formed, in expectation of receiving 
here the reinforcement under Captain Ford. In the centre were the Borp- 
bay European regiment, the Resident’s escort, and a detachment of the 3d 
battalion of the 6th regiment ; on the right and left were the 2d battalion of 
the 1st, and the 1st battalion of the 7 th regiments, and on each of their 
outer flanks two guns. 

It was now about four p. m. ; and as the Dapooree, battalion approached, 
the force again advanced, while the enemy, threw forward his cavalry in 
masses on the tight and left, for the purpose of passing to the rear of Ihe 
British force, bk^^n it\nd the Immediately afterwards, a brisk 

cannonade ppene^fi^om their centre. The Dapooyee battalion was^^till 


importAiit bakes in wlucb the British arms hafe been engaged on the Continent, are in tlie same ^ 
predicament: dtet/pftilonheim is the French and Bavarians Hochatedt, and th^ of 

Waterloo, 'fit, Jean. . * . . * i 
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about one thousand yards, distant from" the right ofjthe linei 'ani' offei^-a^ 
tempting inducement to a corp^ of the enetoy? who Ttbpe<J‘|o cut it^ off 
Ayhiie yet detached. Mor Dixit commanded this body of' cavalry, andus ^ 
said to have been excited to undertake so brillianf an^enterprize, in conse- ^ 
quence of some sarcastic remarks "made by Gokla, with reference bill; 
former pursuits, and his supposed disposition in favour the 
) As he approached the right flank of the battalion, that wing was proti^Jtly 
thrown back, and when the distance was considered short cnougli^fbr 
ample execution, an animated fire was commenced from the battalion ahd>^ 
its three field-pieces, which obliged the enemy to desist, and continue his 
(//•) movement towards Kirkee. He was here received by the two twelve- 

w pounders which had been placed in position ; and having lost the leader, 

Mor Dixit, who was shot in the mouth during the attack of the battalion, 
this body of the enemy, discouraged from any further attempt in that 
quarter, turned towards the rear of the British line. 

On the left flank a more decided attack was sustained from the enemy's 
{' ) centre, from whence was sent forward a select body of infantry, consist- 
ing of about three thousand Arabs and Gossyes, who advanced in solid 
column against the 1st battalion of the 7th regiment. Their attack was 
checked by a warm and decided reception, which induced them to retire. 
Their confusion presented a temptation to their opponents to follow up the * 
impression, without orders. The eagerness of this movement was the 
cause of a partial disorder, which was not neglected by the enemy's horse. 
Of these, a body of three hundred, consisting of the most resolute, sur- 
(d.) rounding the Zereeput fiag^^ advanced to cover the retreat of the ihfantry. 
They forced, their way through the British line ; but a reinforcement of two 
companies of Europeans, timely supplied by Colonel Burr’s ordersV baving ■ 
enabled the 1st battalion of the » 7th regiment to rally expeditiously^ 
attack' was soon repulsed, and its repetition abandoned. - 

On the junction of Captain Ford’s battalion, which formed on the^|^n|, 
at which it arrived, little alteration was made ii^the previous dispositlpnst 
The additional guns from Dapooree being placed, on the light /;thd^e 

which had formerly occupied that position were moved, to the 'At 

the same time, the light companies of the 7tli regiment, which lia^l^hertb 


* The flag of the State. 



I > J ' 4lxr^ 'll^A ' ftibtii f tkia .raAiT AHnna^. tliA^ imntiia/^f*/^^jMlL^^ Ot,^ to^f 


preceded'I%^%«> >|<'? W 

enemy V i\qr8?Tc>^!i?5^5M5i^^ Colond^uri^, a§[aij[i ad- 
vanced;, fiqjUnl ^ifcBidch iium§i:^y9:^skiig^[she'r'8, who 

occupied &fih^e .^^denjinclq8ures^ and a t^lah ,m hi? %ont, Im Jetaqhed 

all the - rfT naii^ing lj||iit;, infantry to dislodge tlie%: ,a service which was 

effected as J.t became dark. ' .. . .. .-.4 ’ • * >: 

The eperny had now, resumed his original position, and engaged in 
drawing otf his guns .towmds the city. The, :^ritish/orce was in posses- 
slop of the. field of battle ; and probably from prudence, as lyell as ' want , 
of day-light, considered it unadvisable to persist in a further attack. The 
troops accordingly marched back to their ^camp at Kirkce, with tlie ex- 
ception of the Dapooree corps, which returned to its ipsulated canton- 
ments; soAyell satisfied were the victors that no molestation would be 
attempted during the night. Lieutenant-colonel Burr found, on his return, 
that Lieutenant-colonel Osborne had arrived to relieve him. Having, with 
that officer’s permission, issued his orders of acknowledgments to the 
troops, he resigned his command. The loss of the enemy was estimated at 
about five hundred killed and wounded,, while that of the British force 


amounted to eighty-six of all ranks*. . ■ ■ ■ - 

It will probably appear surprising, that the Peishwafi’s army should pot ReSectiom. 
have made more impression on so small a-jegular force f, which continued 
to advance after, its flanks were turned, and while a large body of cSralry 
was hanging on its rear. The farther forward also that the British, forcp 
moved, the more opportunity was afforded to the enemy s numbers to act ; 
as the field became more extensive, and they came more..withm the com- 
mand of the enemy’s position, which had several strong features. These 
disadvantages attending the adva^nce of the force, if considered, were pre- 
ferred .to, thjg, probable consequenocs of maintaining inerely the original 
position. Colonel Burr reports officially, that hq received a requisition from., 
the Britisb- Begjident . to '-move out and attack the Mahratta force. Mr. 
Elphinstop®;. it is probabll^ . admitted into the calculation which prompted 
tips measnrcj^’ b’ large .share of the political ^effect be anticipated from an 
act so spiriteii, H^ .itjPot been adopted,, the , British force would have 
been possibiy^.,qblige^*.td su^ain the reiterated attacks of several days. 
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M'Ho.avy batteries would have been brought against tham to +^0 O^c^fioh 
^ :j[r6in beyond the reach of the British field-pieces. These batteries it W(^d 
have been necessary to take by a rapid advance, without cavalry tg ^ Qovqf 
so hazardous a measure, surrounded also by hordes of h^rse, and ppp<^ed 
by a heavy body of infantry confident in the protection of their 
just appreciation of the character of the Peish wall’s army, furnished;^ an 
additional argument in favour of the bold measure of beconjing the 
ant; and the prompt and well-served fire of the artillery, had a full share 
with the infantry in justifying the confidence unlimitedly placed in the 
British force, \ ! 

Ngtwithstanding the good behaviour of the Native troops, the seasonable 
arrival of the Europeans from Bombay must be considered as, independent 
of the numerical reinforcement, of incalculable importance. This arm gives a 
solidity to all formations in Indian. warfare, which has no substitute. Its 
presence excites the emulation of the Native troops, who, while they e^ult 
in shewing themselves as daring in attack as their European fellow-soldiers, 
M'ill tacitly concede* to them the honour of forming the rallying point 
under a reverse. This feeling arises, in a certain degree, from their being 
considered in this country as an indissoluble band, which may be dimi- 
nished but not dispersed, and in which may be found a practical instance 
of the effect of that systematic, combination which characterizes the ar- 
rangements of the British Government with respect to its most subordinate 
branches. The Native Powers, with much, reason, omit not to compare 
such conduct with their own improvident proceedings ; nor need a more 
striking instance to this point be desired, thap the conduct of the enemy 
both before and after the battle of Kirkee. On the former occasion, the 
Junction of the Bombay European regiment was not prevented, though the 
crisis must have been resolved on ; and du the latter, the flank battaliog, 
^with one thousand irregulaf^ horse, were permitted to march from Serrdpr 
to camp at Kirkee, though foes so uunaeroiis were lying unemploye^, 
Poonah. With this reinforcement, which arrived on the 6th, there^ 
be no grounds for apprehension of a further attack from the Peishwrah i’ and 
the force continued in its position, awaitiijg the arrival of 
under Brigadier-general Smith. 


* A striking instance of this occurred in4he defeat of Colonel Baillie's detatchment, the fatal 
battle of Poololoor.~~See WilM Hutory of Imlin, vol. II. p. 217, 4to Edition. 
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It will not, perhaps, b® cbii^dered as irrelevant to the subject of this 
narrative/ to notice the barbarous behaviour of thd Peishwah’s jtroops to 
some individual officers of the British army, vi^ho were unfortunately inter- 
cepted on their way to join. Captain Vaughan, of the 15th regiment of 
Madras Native infantry, had recently returned from England, and was ac- 
companied by a brother just entering the service. Having landed at Bom- 
bay, he resolved on proceeding to join his corps by the way of Poonah ; and 
was in company, it should seem, with Colonel Osbprne during part of the 
journey, The latter is said to have recommended the most rapid progress 
to join the force at Kirkee, on account of the suspicious state of affairs at 
Poonah ; but, finding his advice neglected, he went on alone. Arrived on , 
the 5th of November within a few miles of Poonah, he received, with the 
noise of the cannon from Gunneiskimd, a corroboration of the intelligence 
given to him by some villagers. These humanely advised him to abandon 
the high road of the capital, and to cross the country to the British position. 
The two Vaughans were, a few days afterwards, intercepted by a body of 
horse, at the village of Wurgaum, twenty-two miles from Poonah. They 
were driven forward in the most insulting manner a few miles to Tully- 
gaiim, where they were unrelentingly put to death, by being hanged on a 
tree on the Poonah side of the town. 

Cornets Hunter and Morrison, of the 1st and 2d regiments of Madras 
Native cavalry, were on their way to Poonah when the rupture took place 
there. On the Gth of November, they were surrounded by a party of 
the Peishwah’s troops at the village of Urillc, sixteen miles east of the 
capital, where they were obliged to fortify themselves, by means of their 
baggage, in a choidtrif. The guard which accompanied them consisted of 
a Havildar and twelve Sepoys. Till their ammunition was expended, they 
resolutely continued their defence. That being at length exhausted, their 
assailants were enabled to occupy the roof of the building, through which 
they made holes and fired down. Further exertion being now unavailing, 
these officers, after a gallant resistance of several hours, reluctantly sur- 
rendered. They were removed, under circumstances of great hardship and 
privation, to the Fort of Kangoorree, in the Kokun. After about nine weeks 
confinement there, they were obliged to exchange their prison, with little 
amelioration, for Wassota. 

The march oi tl^e Fourth Division from the Godavery, on the Gth of 
November, has already been noticed. That corps reached Ahmedniiggur 
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^without^ molestation, 


^"tary and provision stores; whiefr iiad be^" fbi'iiWly 
continued its route by the high road to Pjporic^,' 'Alter 'pASsM^ SeiTd^^_ 
openness of the conntry, and the vicinity of the PeiSEwah’s arhly, 

' the division to considerable annoyance, encumbered as it wsDs'by Iaifg§^^*' 
'partments, and destitute of all regular cavalry. This circu!^fetkhc^;i 3 |ei^r 
sarily impeded its progress to the capital, bmng obliged to hiiirch tvitfi great 
precaution, and subject to frequent interruptions. The irregular horse at- 
tached to the Fourth Division were continually employed. On the llih 
about four hundred, under Captain Spiller, successftilly attacked a more 
numerous body of the enemy’s cavalry, who lost an officer of rank, and 
about fifty killed and wounded. They succeeded, however, in carrying 
off two thousand bullocks near Condapoor. On the l‘2th they made an- 
other shew of opposition ; but' on this, as well as the former occasion, suf- 
fered severely. ■ y 

' The light troops and irregular cavalry at Kirkee moved out on the 


evening of the 12th, to meet the march of the Fourth Division. This 
.firived in the vicinity of Poonah on the 13th of November, and took up 
gtound between the Kirkee bridge and a small hill on the left bank of the 
Moota-Moolla river : the former being in the rear, and the latter extending 
along the right towards the front. As this hill commanded a ford, situate a 
little lower down the river, it was occupied in the morning of the 14th,‘ nfid 
a six-pounder was mounted on it in the course of the day. ; 

At this time the enemy were encamped on the opposite side of the river 
at Garpeer, the old cantonment of*tbe British brigade, which they out- 
flanked in both directions. Their principal battery was on their left; but 
they had some guns scattered along their centre, and on their right, wfftterewas 
a inangoe t(ypei^x\A iutUah. Parts ofi tjjeir position were within rSnge of art 
eighteen-pounder in the British battiry on the small hill, near the Yellbura 
ford, already mentioned. The remaining ford was close to th^^BUngum, and 
about half as distant from the enemy’s camp as the oth^j, which was sepa- 
rated upwards of a mile. The Sungum ford was, however," and ^ 

hallr from the British camp, while the Yellonra f6rd*was within a third’ bf! 
4;hat distance. 

Qn the evening of the' f 4th, the B&bay European reginielft, a^d ;tw^ 
corps of Native infailtry, joined the Head-quarters of the J^rth Dlyifiifbiij? 
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from K^^e; fii^d prepam^^^ were made during the night for 

attacking the enemy's positjiwfiJ^ day -light, on the following morning. The» 

Yelloura ford, by which the troops should have crossed the river, being, 
hc^wever, found impassable for guns, the troops returned to their camp. On 
the 15th, pioneers were set to work on the ford, and the day. was passed in 
trifling skirmishes pf the irregular horse, and^in annoying the enemy from 
the battery on the hill. 

On the I6th, the enemy appeared disposed to prevent the repair of the Comcstai ni 

. 1 r 1 • 1 IT, , .5 , , Yelloura Fori 

ford, of which, probably, they were not previously aware, and sent down 
parties of Arabs to interrupt the work. These were followed, in the after- 
noon, by large bodies prepared to dispute the passage, for which at this 
time dispositions were making on the part of the British. The left wing’^ 
was, in fact, placed for this purpose under the coi^mand of Lieutenant- 
colonel Milnes. After a contest of some hours, during which the enemy even 
crossed the river, that officer succeeded in establishing himself, with his guns, 
oil the right bank. The enemy seemed to attach great importance to the 
result of this operation, from the struggle they made to frustrate it, and the 
repeated reinforcements they sent forward ; but they were ultimately driven 
back with considerable loss, and at eleven o'clock p. m. all firing ceased. 

The loss on this occasion, on the British side, amounted to fifteen killed 
and sixty-eight wounded, including, in the latter, one European com- 
missioned officer, t 

On the morning of the 17th, at three o'clock, the remaining troops in Flight of the 

' I^cishwsih 

Brigadier-general Smith’s camp, with the exception of such as were neces- 
sary for its protection, moved out under the Brigadier-general's command, 
and crossed the river at the Sungum ford. This wing consisted of his Majesty’s 
65th foot, the 1st battalion of the 2d regiment, the 1st battalion of the 3d 
regiment, the 2d battalion of the 9th regiment, j|he flank battalion, and horse . 
artillery. At day-break both wingSj> followed by the irregular horse, were g. g. o. g. 
in motion against the enemy ; but the latter had> already abandoned all in- f. f, 
tention of maintaining their ground. They had, no doubt, anticipated an 

T ' 

Cons»tlng of the 6om|}ay European regiment, the Resident’s escort, the 2d battalion of the 
^8t, the 2d battalion of tfi© 6th, and the 1st battalion of the 7th regiments of Native infantry ; one 
ompany of the light bat^on, with two twelve-pounders, six six-pounders, and two five-and-a-half 
ach howitzers. v ' 

t Vide Appendix. B. 
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attack that morning, in consequence of the events of the preceding eywing.."' 
The dawn of light, [therefore, served only to shew the fruitlessness ofthe '^4 . 
tempt against a flying enemy, out of reach. They had left their camp stan^V 
ing, and a few hundred Arabs remained in the city. These, through 
Resident’s influence with the inhabitants, were prevailed on to withdrajAfi;" 
In the course of the day the British standard was elevated on the Pei^V ' 
wah's palace, and guards established in peaceable possession of the .city, 
wherein were found from forty to fifty guns, widi a considerable quantity of 
mUitary stores. 

It will be unnecessary to descant on the importance of this result, by 
which the resources of a populous city were brought into action for the 
furtherance of the campaign. Grain of every kind had risen to an exorbi- 
tant price at Kirkee after the 5th; but considerable relief was afforded by 
the arrival of the head-quarters of the Fourth Division. One brigade was 
placed in the old cantonments at Garpeer. The remainder of the division 
encamped near the Sungum, across the great road leading from Poonah to 
Bombay. The conduct of the troops merits the praise of alacrity and forti- 
tude during these operations, having been severely harassed on the inarch 
from Serroor; and the division of Lieutenant-colonel Milne’s, which carried 
the passage of the river at the Yelloura ford on the evening of the 16th, is 
entitled to additional encomium. The Peishwah had used many endea- 
vours to corrupt the fidelity of the Native troops ; but it is ofiicially re- 
corded, that at this period not a Sepoy had deserted to the enemy since the 
beginning of the war. 

From a comparison of many accounts, it appears that the enemy did 
not expect to be attacked on the morning of the 15th, and were probably 
unprepared, either for effectual resistance or sudden retreat. If this sup- 
position be well founded, there will be the greater reason for regretting 
the disappointment in the first attempt of the Yelloura ford, or that its 
impracticability had not been ascertained previously to the troops quitting 
their lines for attack. It appears to have been afterwards too late to decide 
on the adoption of the ford near the Sungum. 

Such uniform success in general attends the British arms in India, thfit 
the first object of solicitude, on most occasions, is to bring the enemy to 
action. It will not, therefore, appear surprising that^e troops composing 
the fourth Division .should have lamented the occurrence which deprived 
them of an opportunity of attacking an enemy, against whom they had 
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much reaspn tp be* ^xasperfttedA -It is the ilite ey;en of. iahny successftd : 
military op^kationss' that; irome circumstance comes to Kght, of which the, 
previous ignorance is a matter , of temporary regret. There is- seldom, 
indeed, a victorj^ which c^not be , imagined to have been capable of 
a hearer approach to complete success. The uneasiness ofthis teflection 
is, however, soon lost in the exultation on the. general issue ; a consolation 
which was not wanting. on the occasion in question. 

The enemy retreated on the morning of the 17th in the direction of the Routes pursued 
Ghats south of Poonah ; the Peishwah and Gokla faking the route of Poo- and capture o^f 
nadur or Poorundur, and other parts of their army that of Singhur. To j,. 

overtake the guns which accompanied the fugitives, a detachment com- 
manded by Captain Turner, consisting of four horse-artillery guns, the light 
battalion and light companies of his Majesty’s 65th and Bombay European 
regiment, with a party of irregular horse, was Sent in pursuit. They arrived 
at the foot of the hill fort on the evening of the 19th, in time to capture 
fourteen pieces of ordnance, with tumbrils, and some booty. The detach- 
ment returned to camp on the morning of the 21st, having destroyed the 
captured ammunition, and disabled the guns which could not be brought 
off. However desirable it might be that the Peishwah’s army should be 
immediately followed in force, many preparations were necessary, as well 
for an unremitting pursuit, as for the establishment of military security in 
the city of Poonah. Thus Brigadier-general Smith found himself con- 
strained to relinquish that object for some days. The future operations of 
the Fourth Division will therefore be resumed hereafter; only observing 
here, that the 2d regiment of Madras Native cavalry joined with a supply 
of grain on the 1 8th, by the route of Jaulnah, Aurangabad, Ahmednuggur, (Mapii.) 
and Serroor, without having experienced any opposition. 
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Pifidarries affected bif the Treaty with Bhopal. Their Plans. Their supposed Strength and 
Position, Plan for their Attack. Passage of the Nerhudddh by the Fifth Division, By 
the Third Division, Fresh Arrangements consequent on the Rupture at Poonah, 
spect of A sseerghur refusing to surrender. Sir Thomas Hislop*s Reasons for retuming 
towards the Deckan, Preparations for the Siege of Asseerghur ; and Reinforcement of 
Nagpoor. Colonel DeacoiCs Detachment. Occupation of Hindia. Countermarch and: 
Ret7im of the Head-quarters of the Anny of the Deckan, and Passage of the Nerbuddak, 
Combined Advance of the Third and Fifth Divisions of the Army of the Deckan, and of 
the Jjcft Division of the Grand Army. Flight of the Pindarries, and Co-operation of 
the Third Division of the Grand Army. Cheettoo*s adopted Son taken. Fresh Depar- 
ture of the Deckan Divisions, Third Division of the Grand Army at ^eronge. Sir 
John Malcolm's Communications with Scindiah's Officers, Amhajee Punt's Cotps. De- 
monstrations of Holkur's Army : Favour Cheeitoo's Escape from the Third Division, 
which countermarches. Advance of the Head-quarters and First Division from the 
Nertruddah. Detachment to Oonchode, Goozerat Division called forward. Head- 
quarters ascend the Ghats at Oonchode, Third Division called in. Head-quarters 
arrive at Oojcin. Position of the Army described. Refections on Indian Fneamp"^ 
ments ; and on the number of Followers with an Army, particularly with a Madras 
Army. So much Ground occujned by an Indian Encampment unprejudiciaL 

Pinriarries af- A.S the period wheii the Nerbuddah would beco^pae fordable approached, the 

tected by the . . , . * ^ " 

Treaty with Pindarries became proportionably sensible of the danger of their i^ithatioi^ 

Bhopal. and were solicitous to acquire a secure asylum for their families and their pro- 
perty. They had hitherto been much at variance among themselj^es; but 
the approach of a common danger reconciled their differences, and; taught 
them the necessity of unanimity. There were no forts in their .vicinity! 
capable of offering resistance, except such as were in the Bhopal territory. 
Of Islamnuggur, one of these, according to report,. they cM d designed to pos- 
sess themselves ; but they probably were soon aware mat no pla<^^ could 
be deemed secure so near the British forces. . They had' likewise' reason 
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to apprehend the active hostility of the. Nabob of Bhopal, who at this" 
time entered into engagements iivith Sir John Malcolm. By , these he 
agreed, in order to obtain the British protection, and to redbver some 
lost, territory, to deliver up the fort of Goolgaon, to co-operate against 
the Pindarries, to hold no intercourse with other Powers, and to submit 
to British arbitration in all matters of dispute, with several minor 
conditions. 

But the Pindarry chi^s continued to receive evere encouragement from TucirPUn.. 
Scindiah, who conferred on them dresses of honour, and gave them pi^- 
mises of support. They were in ' immediate communication with the 
commandants of his. principal corps, and particularly with Baptiste and 
Jeswunt llao Bhao. From the latter they received invitations to join, 
when they should be obliged to fly; and as his position at Jawud was 
distant from all the British corps, this direction promised more security 
than any other part of Malwah. They sent agents to Kotah also ; but 
Zalim Sing, the chief of that place and its dependencies, was too prudent 
to prefer their friendship to the preferred alliance of the British Govern- 
ment. He accordingly received Captain Tod fromUhe Residency, at 
Gwalior, as an accredited agent to settle -the terms of^ a treaty, and to 
direct his conduct during the present critical times. Should all the views 
of the Piiidarry chiefs in Malwah fail, they looked to a refuge in the 
southern parts of Rajahpootana.* The access to these was least likely 
to be closed against them, and they already were making their arrange- 
ments for conveying their valuables to Koomulneir in Mey war. 

During these speculations, Kurreem Khan’s cantonment was burnt, by 
which he suffered considerable loss, and Avas superstitiously inclined to 
interpret the occurrence as a bad omen. It was occasionally proposed 
among theip, that they should cross the Nerbuddah, and proceed to the 
rear of the British forces. It appears, however, that ultimately they 
arrived at no determined plan, so that their subsequent conduct was left 
to depend entirely on future accidents, and on such temporary expedients 
as should suggest themselves. 

In the beginning of November the Pindarries were understood to be in Their supposed 
position on a lin e qx^^ing from Bhilsah to ShujawulpoOr . I'heir left, or 

* In like manner wlto Holkur pursuj^ by Lord Lake into the lPunjab» io 1 805, he sent 
his family and treasure into Mey war. 
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VTassel Mahomud’s durrah, consisted of eight thousand horee of all desc^jil^ 
tions, with five guns. The durrahs of Kurreem Khaii add the Hblkfil 
Shahee, consisting of about eight thousand horse and foot> witli five or six 
guns, occupied a central position ; and Cheettoo’s durrah of seven'^'i^u* 
sand horse and foot, and ten guns, had formed the right. But this ais> 
position had been partially changed as the river became fordable, and Sir 
Thomas Ilislop decided on the following plan for their attack and ex- 
pulsion. • 

It was proposed, that the Third Division, reinforced from the First, 
should cross the river at the Bugglatur Ghat, and advance by the route 
of Ashta. 

The Fifth Division was at the same time to cross at the Goondree 
Ghat, near Hoossingabad, and to march by Rasseen. 

Major-general Marshall, commanding the Left Division of the Bengal 
Army, was expected to advance on Bhilsah from Reillee on the right, in 
order to co-operate in the attack, or intercept any bodies of fugitive Pin- 
darries who might endeavour to escape by the direction of Bundelcund, 
or the upper part of the Nerbuddah. 

A detachment of the First Division, under the immediate command of 
Lieutenant-colonel Deacon, and subject to the orders of Sir John Malcolm, 
was to cross at Hindia, and to ascend the Malwah Ghats at Oonchode. 
From thence it was to act either as a Reserve to the Third Division, or 
to intercept the enemy flying to the westward. 

It was anticipated that the several columns would gain their respective 
points of attack or co-operation, on or about the 22d of November; and 
that at the same time, the Right and Centre Divisions of the Grand 
Army would be at their positions to continue the pursuit, should the Pin- 
darries approach the Dooab,' or attempt to escape across the Chumbul 
below Kotah. In pursuance of this plan of operations, the following move- 
ments succeeded: 

On the 13th of November the 1st battalion of the 7th regiment marchea 
from Hurdah and relieved all the detachments of the 2d battalioU of the 
6th regiment of Native infantry, which had been broken up for thft dofeoc® 

’ of the Ghats ; and its head-quarters Avere established near Hindiav 
* On the 14th of November, the Fifth Division b%hn to crosU the Nil"' 
buddah at the appointed Ghat. On the 15th, its head-quarters, with the 
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5th regiment of Beng^ cavalry, eight hundred Rohillah horse, the Ist 
battalions of the 19th and 23d regiments of Bengal infantry, waiting their 
light companies, and the light _^battalion of the six companies, with four 
brass twelve-pounders, two six-pounders, four brass howitzers, two galloper- 
guns, and a proportion of European and Native artillerymen, were on the 
right bank of the river. 

On the 16th of November the head-quarters of the Third Division, 
with two horse-artillery guns, one regiment of cavalry, and galloper-guns, 
the }st battalion of the 3d regiment, six companies of the 2d battalion of 
the 6th regiment, with two six-pounders, one company of pioneers, and 
three thousand five hundred Mysore horse, crossed at the Bugglatur Ghat 
and Hindia ; leaving their sick and heavy baggage there until the arrival 
ol‘ the Russell brigade. 

On the 16th of November the Reserve, consisting of two squadrons of 
Native cavalry, with gallopers, the 1st battalion of the 16th regiment, or 
1'richinopoly light infantry, four companies of the 2d battalion of the 6th 
regiment of Native infantry, with two field-pieces, half a company of 
pioneers, and five hundred Mysore horse, crossed at Hindia. 

Accounts of the attack on the British position at Poonah were received 
by his Excellency Sir Thomas Hislop, at Hurdah, on the night of the 15th. 
A dispatch was instantly sent to recal Sir John Malcolm, in order that 
such further measures should be concerted as might arise out of the new 
posture of affairs. This measure obliged the Third Division to halt on 
the 16th, till rejoined by its commanding officer. 

On the same day it was determined that the Reserve should be broken 
up, and the Third Division reinforced. The four companies of rifles were 
accordingly ordered from Hurdah to cross the river at Hindia, and to pro- 
ceed with the four companies of the 2d battalion of the 6th regiment to 
join Brigadier-general Sir John Malcolm on the 17th. The remainder of 
the Reserve rejoined the First Division on the following day at Hurdah, 
with the exception of the two six-pounders, and detail of artillery ordered 
to reinforce the corps at Hindia, to which had likewise been added a 
company of the Madras European regiment. 

The treaty ctmcjnded with Dowlut Rao Scindiah has already; been 
noticed,.. Among pi|^r articles, it provided. that the forts of Asseerghur 
and Ilindia,;shqukfJ^-^l^ed in possession of the British army during the 
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.war, as dep6ts and posts of communication. Th^ former of those plajoel 
. was allowed to retain its Killedar, with a small guard of honour about \m 
person. ^ > 

It was apprehended, however, that the orders from Scindiah’s 
for their surrender, and particularly that relating to Asseerghur, might hot, 
■jyhen received, meet immediate obedience. This suspicion appears like- 
wise to have prevailed at the discussion of the treaty; in which it was 
made a condition, that should the Killedar refuse subn^sion, the^iprt 
might be besieged by the British army at the expense of tl^Maharaj.^ 

The Killedar, Jeswunt Rao Laar, maternal uncle of his sovereign, held 
the government of Scindiahs principal possessions south of the Nerbuddah* 
There was at this time the greater reason to suppose he would re/ase 
obedience to the order orsurrender, as he was actually employed in laying 
in the necessary provisions against a siege, and in augmenting his garri- 
son. Nor would this state of open insubordination have been surprising 
under a Native Government, which might at the same time have sent secret 
counter-orders : so natural was this occurrence considered by Scindiah’s dur- 
bar, that on their being warned of the consequent expense to their Govern- 
ment for the reduction of the place, they arc said to have simply demanded, 
however absurdly, to be informed what that expense would amount to. . 

The expectation of the eventual siege of Asseerghur, connected with 
the actual state of affiiirs at Poonah and Nagpoor, and with the possible 
contingencies at Ilydrabad, induced Sir Thomas Hislop to resolve on car- 
rying towards a quarter where appearances were so threatening, his own 
head-quarters, besides dispatching such light reinforcements as might prp- 
ceed with expedition in advance. In pursuance of this determination, Bri- 
gadier-general Sir John Malcolm was vested with the general command of 
that part of the Deckaii Army in Southern Malwah. Advice was also sent 
to the, officer commanding the Goozerat force, describing the new dispose 
tions which had been made for the service in front of the Nerbuddah. 

Brigadier-general Doveton was ordered to send his engineers' park, his^^ 
battering train, and his Majesty’s Royal Scots, down the Berar Gh^ts to 
Jypoor-Koatly, in order that they might be conveniently situated for jc^ihing 
the First Division, in the event of undertaking the siege of Asseerghur. 
,3Fwa days afterwards this reinforcement was directed to advance 
Mulkapoor. ^ ? 

Lieutenant-colonel Gahan was ordered, on the 17th, to continue his 
from Sindkeir to Nagpoor ; whilst Brigadier-general Doveton, on thitHife, , 
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■was directed to reinforce, with two six-pounders, the 2d battalion of the 
24th regiment of Native infantry, tvhich left Sekvinderabad oh the 28th of 
October for Bassim. He was also to instruct that corps to take the route of 
Nagpoor. • 

Brigadier-general Smith had made urgent applications for aid in cavalry, 
from the Second Division, during his march towards Poonah ; but on ac- 
count of the extensive objects imposed on Brigadier-general Doveton, that 
officer found blniself incapable of complying with the requisition. The 
corps, however, which had been detached, under Captain Davies, from the 
Second Division, to assume the position originally occupied by the Fourth, 
was directed, froim Head-quarters, to march immediately after Brigadier- 
general Smith. At the same time a detachment was formed at Hurdah, to 
occupy Khandesh, in its room, as soon as possible. This force consisted of 
two squadrons from the 4th and 8th regiments of Native cavalry, with 
two galloper-guns, the 2d battalion of the 17th regiment, and the Ellicha- 
poor contingent. These, as already noticed, consisted of eight hundred 
regular infantry, twelve hundred horse, and four guns. 

Lieutenant-colonel Deacon, commanding this detachment, marched on 
the 20th of November, and was furnished with a route by Charwah, Kund- 
wuli, Kurgoun, and the Seindwah Ghat. This was the shortest that could be 
adopted, though in some degree uncertain, from having never yet been fol- 
lowed by any body of British troops. 

After these dispositions, the Head-quarters and the First Division changed 
ground to Koolurdah on the 21st, the day on which the orders for Hindia and 
Asseerghur were received. Scindiah’s principal officer at Hurdah, to whom 
Ilindia was subordinate, was summoned to receive the order and give the 
necessary instructions for the surrender of that place. This was promised, 
after considerable hesitation, and many remarks on the informality of the 
document presented ; but when the time arrived for executing the engage- 
ment, Mahratta-like, nothing was offered but an attempt at evasion. 

An officer Vvas accordingly dispatched, on the 22d, with a party of horse, 
to demand the fort on the strength of the order. He a^ived, in tjje vicinity 
of the place, at night-fell. The hour of shutting the gates had not yet come, 
and as they "V^dre*' remissly guarded, the darkness enabled the party suddenly 
to enter. Having thWs gained possession of the gates; they kept it till a 
detachment of the i;St battalion of the 7th regiment of Native infantry 


Colonel Degt- 
con’i detach- 
ment. 


(Map Vn.) 


Occupation oi 
Hindia. 



f'i 

Countermarch 
and return of 
the Hea<l-quar> 
ters of the Ainiy 
of *the Deckan ; 
(Map VII.) 


and passage of 
the Ncrbudclah. 


(Map III.) 


Combined ad- 
vance of the 
'J bird and Fifth 
Divisions of the 
Army of the 
Dcckan, and of 
the Left Divi- 
sion of the 
Grand Army. 


82 EXPULSION OF THE PINDARIHES . 

Arrived from the neighbouring camp, when the garrison reluctantly 
dered. - , / 

On the 24th of Novetnber, the Head-quarters of the army:, and Firs^ 
Di\^ision, marched upon their return southward to Mundalah, on the 
chuck nullah, and, on the 25th, encamped at Charwah. Sir Thomas 
on his arrival at this place, was overtaken by dispatches from the Marquis 
of Hastings, earnestly pressing his return towards Malwah, where his 
co-operation was of importance for the success of plans which Were ap- 
proaching their maturity. At the same time, the Fourth Division and -the 
Reserve were placed at the disposal of the Honourable Mr. Elphinstone; 
who, by the same order, was empowered to decide immediately on what- 
ever questions should arise out of the Peishwah’s conduct and the course 
of events at Poonah. 

Fresh orders became necessary for the Second Division. Brigadier- 
general Doveton was directed to summon Asseerghur, and to lay siege to 
it, in the event of a refusal to surrender. Information of these instructions 
were sent to Lieutenant-colonel Deacon, with orders for his detachment to 
take up the position near Jafferabad, which would be vacated by the 
Second Division, and to maintain an open communication between the 
Brigadier-generals head-quarters and Jaulnah, the principal depot of the 
Second Division, 

On the 29th, Sir Thomas Ilislop arrived with the First Division at Hin- 
dia, by the route of Roalgaum and Runnye. 

On the following day, the passage of the Nerbuddah was commenced by 
means of large and commodious flat-bottomed boats, collected from different 
points of the river ; and on the 2d of December, the whole of the troops and 
departments were encamped, with the Head-quarters, near Nemawur, on 
the right bank. ^ 

In the mean time the Third Division, reinforced under the command of 
Brigadier-general Sir John Malcolm, marched on the 18th of I^ovem^r tO j 
Sundulpoor, to Hurringaum on the 19th, and from thence, ia;twa itiaish^> 
to Ashta, by the Kirvunnee Ghat, being one of the best passes ijnto Malwah 
from a southern direction. During this operation, which was 
the country subject to Cheettoo Pindarry, Sir John Malcolm 
in authority the servants of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the 
to whose 'governments it previously belonged. On 
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’ n. ' .,„ ^' ; 

the 21 st; Itttelligence was r^dved^ -Concerning tbaf^^hieir 

only camps, which hid been within thirty miles of that '^dint, had m^ved 
ill a northerly dir^tion, on the. British troops croWag the i^ver. f Bit John , 
Malcolm accordingly iresolVed to proceed with celerity toward)? tl^j- a^me 
quarter, on a cotnbinM;. plan with the division under Lieutenant-colonel 
Adams, with whom hevwas in continual communioation. 

i\s soon as this corps crossed the Nerbuddah, the xlurrah of, Wassil 
Mahomud, w^h was in its front, moved to lm|anee, on the road to Spronge. 
Lieutenant-cdfonel Adims, following the same route, arrived at Chickload 
on the 20th. Having learnt that the abovementioned chief and Kurreem 
Khan had passed with their durrahs to the southward, he sent a detach- 
ment in pursuit of them under Major Clarke, and proposed, should the in- 
telligence of their route prove correct, to follow in the same direction. It 
appears, however, that the Pindarries were not prepared to enter the. Dec- 
kan, which, on many accounts, there was reason to suppose considerable 
bodies of them might attempt, in order to distract the plans for attacking 
them. Colonel Adams accordingly marched, on the 22d, to Rasseen, wheife 
ho received intimation qf the advance and proposed progress of the Left 
Division of the Grand Army under Major-general Marshall. 

This corps, on the 18th of November, was near Reillee, at the Jaum 
Ghat, and was from thence to march by Saghur and Ratghur to 
Basowda, where it was expected to arrive on the 27th. The Fifth Division Army, 
was to march on the 24th from Rasseen, in the direction of Beirseeah, and 
to arrive there on the 26th, previously establishing a post and dep6t at Gool- 
gaon, on the frontier of the Bhopal country. At the same time information 
was received that the durrah of Kurreem Khan had moved on the night of 
the 20th from Beirseeah towards Agra Burkeira, and that Wassil Mahomud 
liad moved to Gootwa Doonga, with the intention of proceeding to Shec- 
gbur. , , . 

Sir John Malcolm, after establishing a post at.Ashta, marched from that 
place, as proposed, "in pursuit of Cheettoo, and on the 24tb of November . 
reached the village of Mynapoor. Intelligence being here received, that 
.some of the enqmy occupied the Fort of Talyne, within the distance of a 
farced march c^valryy twelve hundred Mysore horse were in the early 
part of the mgljit scot forward, in the expectation that they wohld surround 
the place^'!^^d^yd^i«i^* on, the following moynittg. Captain James Grant, 
to whom this service entrusted, completely succeeded in the execution 
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of it, after a rapid movement of tlurtyitwo miles, yvhich depfiVied 
risen of any means of escape, and induced them to surrendiir^l^ discreti^Q, 
They consisted of some horsemch and ahdut fifty infantjry, i|pa^ the dojj. 
mand of Wahad Kour, one of Cheettoo’s chiefs, and hisj adopted Spn, 
The Third Division arrived bn the 25th at Shujawulpoor ; and at 
on the 26th. : . 

Fresh departure Tjie three divisions acting from the southward and. eastward, having . bow 

Divisions. arrived at points of a line equally advanced, and the eutj^my t^mg a 
northerly and westerly direction, the future projects; for their destruction.pt 
expulsion were to be adopted from this new base, in rear of which, as far 
the Nerbuddah, whatever enemies might be concealed, there were none 
who avowed themselves. In pursuance of this design, the next points ,^xe<J 
for the movements of the divisions under General Marshall, Colonel Adams, 
and Sir John Malcohn, were Ragooghur, Rajghur, and ,Soosneir, it being 
understood that they would be adhered to according to circumstances, and 
the motions of the enemy. Colonel Adams dropped half his ordnance at 
Beirseeah on the 1st of December, under the protection of five companies 
of Native infantry; and was at Rajghur on the 4ih. The inimical disposi- 
tions of the Killedar of that place, who refused to let him purchase any sup- 
plies, induced him to continue his march on the 7th towards Munnohur 
Thannah, nineteen miles north-north-east of Rajghur, where he arrived with 
his division on the following day, This position, being within the Kotah ter-^ 
ritory, was well calculated for its protection, and for the supply of the tropps 
while expecting the combinations of other divisions, or waiting for further 
information respecting the movements of the enemy, who were said to have 
gone far in advance, in the direction of Kolarus and Narwur. 

'J'hircl Division For the co-operation of the Third Division of the Grand Army, Major- 

Army at Se- general Marshall proposed to divide it into two parts, of which pjne, con^ 
taining every, impediment to active movement, should be left «j^S,ero^, 
and the remainder, equipped for expedition, should be carried fov^ard. on 
the proposed line. This measure however was delayed f and the Major, 
general e;!(plained his motives for halting, from the 3()th of Np»emh,pr;^ith® 
7tb of December, to have been, the distance of the Pindames 
division, compared with their vicinity to the Centre Divisionj the 
benaion of driving them across the fords of the Jumnahj . and doj^ij 
resp^ctiog the security of his guns and bs^gage, iB 'the pvent, 
rupture, if left at Seronge, a plaoe under the authority of 



All the informatiOfi recei’^ed by Sir JotimMalcolm c<»iee^ing[ the * 

nients‘'of the Piadarfiesi i had induced him to consider the d«rr«A of «<)«• with scm- 
Chcettoo as his peculiar object. ' «vThis" chief, from the period at which the 
British ti'oops crossed the Nferbuddah, had taken a moreiwesterly cotirse 
than either Kurreem or Wassil Mahomud, who, consequently, remained as 
the objects of the other divisions. At this time Scindiah had three'Corps in 
the field, near the western parts of Malwah. One was under Jeswunt Rao 
Bhao, in Meywar. ' The others were between the Calee Sind and Seeprah 
rivers, under Ambajee Pimt and Annah Bhao. To the first of these it was 
thought probable that Cheettoo would fly for protection. A correspondence, 
for the purpose of defeating that expectation. Was accordingly opened with 
.Teswunt Rao Bhao, by Sir John Malcolm; who likewise made the other 
two commanders acquainted with his objects, and his hopes of their assist- 
ance against a common enemy. But all those commanders of ScindiaVs 
troops were suspected, with too much reason, to be so averse to the de- 
struction of the Pindarries, as to forbid any well-founded reliance on their 
co-operation. As the British troops were however approaching these corps, 
tliis communication was considered as necessary, even with a view of hold- 
ing a check on their possible counteraction. 

The Russell brigade, belonging to the Third Division, had been left in 
the rear, as already noticed, when that fore® crossed the river ; but had 
been instructed to follow up the route of its head-quarters to Ashta, and 
from thence to strike off to Saurungpoor. To effect there the junction of this 
corps, the Third Division marched from Talyne on tire 1st of December. On 
crossing the Calee Sind, to take up the proposed ground of encampment, 
intelligence was received of the advance of Ambajee Punt’s corps, march- 
ing to the same place. It appeared that they were in a state of mutiny, 
having confined their commander, with whom they had refused to permit a 
Native officer, previously sent forward by Sir John Malcolm, to hold any 
conference. They declared their intention of marching direct to Gwalior, 
to recover arrears of pay long due. As their proposed- route, however, 
would pass close to the position of the Third Division, and probably inter- 
fere witii tiie^eTfpqcted junction of the Russell brigade on the following day; 

Sir John M^Olm deemed it necessary to insist on their baiting without fur- 
ther advanced Thisi-proposition was received with that vociferous indigna- 
tion which might be expected irOm an armed multitude without a leader ; 
but oii seeing j^j’epdtations' mado^O ^nk tiieir road, should they advance 
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fur tfief, they prudaaatlyjlialted; l^is^sbirps, cbsBisting bf six 
with thirty guns, remained perfectly calm while in the iiicihi 
force, and on the 5th continued its march. 

S Sdltw****^* December the Russell brigade havirig 

r , , • rquarters of the Third Division, arrangements were ihade for the rapid md^v 
ment of the principal part of the force, lightly equipped, leaving every tb^h|; 
cumbrous to follow under a reserve. This consisted ‘of the eight battsilron 
companies of the 1st battalion of the 6th regiment, ahd tweWe companies of 
the Russell brigade, with six six-ppunder field-pieces, arfd four hundred 
irregular horse. The detachment with which Sir John Malcolm propps^^d 
making a forced march to the westward of Nalkeira, having received intelli-' 
gence of the presence of the Pindarry enemy there, consisted of four hp’se- 
aftillery guns, one regiment of cavalry with gallopers, twenty companiesfif 
light infantry including the rifles, the 1st battalion of the 3d, and flank com- 
panies of the 1st battalion of the 6th regiments, and theTlussell brigade, with 
three thousand Mysore horse. This portion of the division arrived on the 
3d at’ Burghur ; and there learned that Cheettoo, having met with opposition 
at Burroad, on the Kotah frontier, had turned southerly towards Mehidpoor, 
and encamped within a few miles o.f the army of' Mulhar Rao Holfcur, 
This information did not however prevent Sir John Malcolm from continu: 
ing his march ; and on the following day he reached Augur. There he had 
nioi’e opportunity of ascertaining the real state of aflairs, both frbm his 
greater proximity to the position of Holkur’s army, and his easier communi- 
cation with Captain Tod, the Political Agent at Kotah. 



designs of Holkur’s Government were neutral, would be 
trom the Third to draw a coiiclusion too favourable from i\iQ\r demonstrations. It was evi- 

Division, which 

counter- (jgHt that Chcettoo had escaped to the north-westward, under the prot^- 

marcheg. ^ ^ 

tion of their military proceedings ; and they publicly gave out, that they 


(Map II.) were in march to join the Peishwah by the route of Indoor and Myhey^ViW.' 

The strength of their array was, however, too considerable to be atteickbq 
■ by a corps fitted only for the pursuit of Pindarries; and Sir^ Jqhn 
colm seeing the propriety of approaching the head-quarters of Sir'TbuW^, 


(Mapniiiv.) Hisfop, countermarched on the 6th towards Shajehanpoor, ivliere h^^^® 
rejoined by his reserve and baggage. On the 8th the Third Division drwwd 
at ’Turrdna, and halted there during the 9th and 10th, having de^h^ 
hundred l^ysore horse to the First Division, in pursuance of 'itestrScttQ(|l8 fo 
(Mupiv.) that eflFect. Oh the 11th it moved to Ursoda, three miles 
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Tajpooryt ift,e^^tation t(f further ordera froTOlJ^ 3 .d^u?yrters, as promisei^, 

to Sir^ohU , ■ V/ ; 1- ’ .. '/v' 

The movements of the First Division of “the A''™y the Deckan have 
been brought down (p. 82) to the 2d of December, when it whs at''Nemawur, mi Rrei »\u-, 
on the right bapk of the N erbuddah, opposite to Hipdia. The solicitude with Nerbuddah. 
which the Marquis of Hasling's directed the return of Sir Thomas Uislop's ***■' 
head-quarters n<^rthwards> evinced that the eventual extent of his measures 
were not confined to the mere expulsion or reduction of the Pindarries. . 

The equivocal conduct of Holkur's army, which shortly afterwards became 
known, gave further evidence of the steady foresight with which his Lord- 
ship contemplated the means of executing his plans. 

Sir Thomas Hislop was now situated favourably for resuming the imme- 
diate direction of the operations of the divisions which had been previously 
sent across the Nerbuddah. Having formed the resolution of advancing on 
the high road to Oojein, which, after crossing the Calee Sind near its (Mapii.) 
source, keeps on the left of that river, he sent forward instructions to the 
Tliird Division to continue on the right of the same stream, unless there 
should be an opj)ortunity, by crossing to the left bank, to strike at the Pin- 
dairics. The greater part of the detachment of Mysore horse, which had 
remained with the head-quarters, had been sent towards Pandoorna on the 
1st, with a company of Native infantry, to reinforce a detachment under 
Captain Lucas, employed in collecting Brinjarries. Sir John Malcolm was, 
therefore, called upon to send one tliousand of that contingent to Oonchode, (Map iii.; 
to meet the First Division ; as, without this arm, there were not sufiicient 


Detaclimcnt to 
Oonchode. 


means, either for pursuing effectually any Pindarries who might turn back 
by that route, or for preventing small parties of them from apnoying the 
line of march or distant foragings. The reasotoble apprehension, that some 
of the Pindarries, who were pressed from many quarters, might endeavour 
to j)enetrate into the Deokau by the way of Myheyswur, which had Ijeeu 
left open by the sudden countermarch of the Fourth Divii^ion to Poonah, in* 
duced; ,Sir Thohaaa Hislop to send forward, 4>n the lat, a detachpaei^ 
Oonchodj^^ as a^i|able position from whence to obtain iute]ligencf,^and to, 
act accordijigly. 'Major^Lushirigtou, who cpinmanjied,,thi®’ det^hment, ^ 
consis|: m fl^f fqur).jS^jia4rpss of the 4th and 8th cavajry, two, flank 

compiles and a detaohm^jlt infap^ry, 

arrived^'^'-Suti^s qn Ooncjiode op,tlm 6th, :> 5 fim;put being 

able m qyvIH^^nyaparty j tlioug:l^*^ |iight march ,4ad been 
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i^iade for that purpose from Bejawar, where intehfgeuce 
■their route. 

On the 3d of December, the Head-quarteirs and First Division move<^' 
Sundulpoor, a short distance, te allow of the easy junction of soiqe parjt ioi 
the commissariat, which had not yet crossed the river. On the 4th,'. thh 
whole marched to Soankeir. , 


The Goozerat 
Division called 
forward. 


The Goozerat division had received intimation of the return of tiffe Head- 
quarters of the Army of the Deckan to the Nerbuddah> for operatiems in 
Malwah, and were directed (p. 58) by the Marquis of Hastings to place 
themselves UAdcr the orders of Sir Thomas Hislop, as soon as their progt'eM 
should bring them in co-operation with the divisions of the Army bf ithe 
Deckati. His Excellency accordingly dispatched instructions from §oaa- 
keir to Sir William Grant Keir, requiring his advance from Baroda toOojein 
by the great road of the Dawud Ghat, unless the former communications 
should have already carried his division too far in the direction of the Lower 
Nerbuddah. 


The Head- It was found necGssary to halt at Soankeir, on the 5th, in order to com- 

(|ii&rtcr8 SLSceno i . 

the Ghats At plcte somc arrangements consequent on the recent passas’C of the river 

Oonchodc. a. *j. t n • » . ^ lo *• 

This opportunity was used for examining the Toorreea Ghat ascending into 
Malwah, which promised a shorter line to Oojein by Soankutch. Yet, 
though a practicable way was traced to the foot of the pass, , the ascent, 
which was only a pathway, was found to be too steep, intricate, and nar- 
row, for the advance of the army. There were, in fact,.^ a veijgiges nor tra- 
dition of its having been ever traversed by carriages. * f he fpute of Oon- 
chode was accordingly pursued, and the Head-quarters-arrived on the 6th of 
December at Bejawar, and on the 7th at Oondiode,' where Major Lushing- 
ton’s detachment rejoined. 


visToJSilfedln Thomas Hislop having now contemplated the attainment of the qh' 

jects for which the Third Division had been reinforced, deemed it necessary 
to recall Sir John Malcolm, in order to reorganize the plans of operation with 
reference to the danonstrations offered by Holkur’s Government, ,, and to the 
circumstance opqll the Pindarries having been expelled from Southern S^l-^ 
wall. The order^or tliis purpose directed the Third Division td shape Its 
(Map iv.) cohhtermgrch in th^irection of Tajpoor; near Oojein, and to expect 
’instructions rcspectii^, a specific point of junction. On the, ^h 
bei*^ the Headi-quarters the Army of the Deckan arrived at P|epie«ai; 

Nappa Keira, di^the }0th at Sing^arra, and on lhe l 
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cember at jjuttana*Mi^^a. John Malcolm came iato his Excellency’s 
camp in the afternoon ISom the Third Divpioif, encamped at Ursoda, distant 
about eight miles'" aiid ^returned the same nightwith orderl’ to Carry his 
division on the following morning to Oojein, where ground ivould be allotted 
to it in thej^Vicirtity of the Head-quarters’ camp. ^ ■ v . * 

' The enemv’s horse had not hitherto offered any molestation to the ad- 
vance of the First, Division. The only armed body which appeared was the 
corps of Annah Bhao, endamped at the distance of two miles from Duttana- " 
Muttana, in an easterly direction. There was, however, reason to expect 
that the .foragers would shortly experience annoyance, as some private : 
camels had already been carried' off from the Third Division by straggling 
parties of horse. On the 12th of December the Head-quarters, and Fifst 
and Third Divisions of the Army of the Deckan, mdrChedTast Oojein, and 
crossing the Seeprah at a ford opposite the north-west angle of the City, en- 
camped on the left bank of that river r the rifles and 2d ‘battalion of the 
()th regiment of Native infantry, which had been detached with Sir John 
Malcolm from Hindia, rejoining the First Division. » 

The suspicion with which the city contemplated the presence of the Amy 
British army, forbade any particular investigation of its interior state, nor 
liad any person in the army much leisure to inquire regarding its interest- 
ing antiquities. A satisfactory sketch of its environs on the riverUide, 
was made by the officers of the Quartermaster-general’s department'. 

This will be found in Plan 6, representing the position of the army while 
halting on tliat ground. All the gates of the city were carefully guarded,’ 
to prevent the entrance of any armed body ; but individhals wefe allowed 
to enter and to make purchases in the baitar. A corps of a dubious cha- 
racter, consisting of some hundred horse and foot, were encaihped on the 
banks of the river, opposite- to the western gate of the city; but thqse 
n\oved off at night-fall, and their, subsequent route was not ascertained. 

The cij;y was also suppoS^ to contain a number of concealed eneniies, ex- 
pecting' events which might encourage them to declare themselves.^ With 
a vieSv therefore'tq, this circumstance, and to the positic® of Holkm’s camp, 
the British. ai^^KS-ssumed a position fronting the ford by which they had (p*®" ® ) 
crossed the tiv'(^ and' Whiehp led to one gate*’of»tJiq;‘Dliy, while, on the re- 
maining avehue to the ri^V ft string was placed Watch the ford 
in that dire<5tioii. ■.Tq^iift^ghf ?fth^^,of^the camp were dee|)f ravines^! 
which extejadfid from the^jdiiiijliiN»;j^^i'%. and wo#b only passable where 
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hi^h roads crossed them. The country |o the rear vw alone open» dnd 
there strong pickets were placed on all the avenues leadihg into the ^^nip^ 
notwithstanding that the Goozerat Division was advancing from that direc- 
tion. As the road to Mehidpoor led out from the left flank, the Tl^rd 
Division was encamped across it, en potence to the First, and at some dis- 
tance, on an eminence which faced the position of Holkur’s army. These? 
and further particulars respecting the situation of the army near Oojein, 
will be more evident on a reference to the Plan. It has been considered 
proper to describe them so minutely, as, previously to the arrival bf the 
army in the vicinity of Oojein, there had been but little occasicai to.take. 
an enemy into consideration, in selecting a position with reference- to its 
immediate localities. 

In latter times, the British armies in India have marched many hundred 
miles, after leaving their own frontier, before they arrived within reach of 
a tangible enemy. The convenience of the troops, and the facility of their 
movements, are consequently, under such circumstances, the primary con- 
siderations. It will alw-ays gratify a military eye to contemplate a posi- 
tion facing the enemy’s direction, and commanding the ground in its front 
with its flanks well covered, and its rear unembarrassed. If, however, no 
enemy exist within a calculable distance, an exclusive attention to such 
circumstances, must be considered only as the blind gratification of feelings 
founded on habit and precept, and unfit to enter into coippetition witn con- 
siderations connected with the transportation of an army to a distant thea- 
tre of war. These considerations are, principally, the facility with which 
the troops and the various departments of an Indian army may enter their 
camp from the roads, and leave it again to resume their march. The more 
avenues by which this operation can be performed, the better, coi^idering 
the multitude of followers who are necessarily excluded from hallway 
allotted to the troops and wheel-carriages. With regard to thh gropnd of 
encampment itself, an abundant supply of water in its imn^^iate j|i:inity 
must be considered as the first and most indispensable re(|uisite. Fimis, 
though an article necessary in all countries, is not required in such quantity 
elsewhere as in India, where an army is accompanied by jnnuinerabfe 
attendants and cattle. 

«. The ihaintenance of this number of followers, and the prp|»jiety of 'Jicf- 
milting .them to accompany an army, are questions on whiw 
of military operations in India ^ave. occasionally touched, ^ithe<^dra^in^ 
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any very decide'd'cmicltiil^^^^ ^at the reaction of the number of fol- 
lowers is ppssible, cannot be doubted; It must at the same time be con- 
fessed, that, so ^uch attention being necessary to enforce a regulation for 
tliat purpose, a question arises whether the benefit to be derived is worth 
the care of its accomplishment. When the late General Agnew commanded 
a force employed to reduce the rebellious Polygars of the southern divi- 
sion, he found itprudenfto redqce the number of Ms followers, on entering 
a district, in which, he should be insulated while he remained there, and 
obliged to depend almost entirely on the supplies he carried with his 
force. The ejqiedient adopted yvas an order restricting the proportion of 
private followers which would be allowed to individuals of every rank, and 
directing that such followers, as well as the public servants of departments, 
should each receive a ticket from their several superiors or masters. Also, 
that within a certain time after the publication of this regulation, all fol- 
lowers not provided with certificates, should withdraw from the camp to 
an assigned place, and there await orders for their future return. In the 
event of disregarding such orders, the offenders would be punished and 
drummed out of the camp. This arrangement had the desired effect ; and 
the separation once made, none of the discarded followers could return, on 
account of the intervention of the enemy. 

In almost every campaign in India a line will be found, beyond which 
no individuals can follow the army after a considerable advance has been 
made; consequently, a separation once effected, will have a.result as 
complete as in the foregoing instance. But arrangements of this descrip- 
tion should be made previously to the troops leaving their quarters ; for 
if suddenly promulgated at an advanced point, so much desertion would 
probably take place, as to produce greater inconvenience than would 
accrue from a superfluity of followers. This will arise from a state of- 
things commonly known in India. Almost every Native arrived at a ma- 
ture age, has a family, or several relations, depending on him for their 
support. TherefoTci unless they can be left at a sectire place, in the. 
receipt of ■ a certain subsistence, they must be allowed to accompany 
him on whom) they depend, or he will desfert, sooner than abandon them. 
The supposed pre-^^mgement, for obvious reasons, will appear difiicult to 
be effected, from its extent anct other causes, eveii with respect to private 
servants, ^en^ tljefefofe, t^e numbers of public attendants attached to 
thecavalr|'a0^Chfe^gr4t^^W^y departments are ^t into the calcula- 
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tion, it will not seem extraordinary that this part of tfiW 
considered as a matter of opinion; and that measures h^ve ;Si|ljip'm tiperi; 
’’adopted to reduce the number of an army’s followers, whid^t consist, beydndi 
cpmparison, more of people out of employ, than of public tEdd private^eJ>V 
vantsi It has been asserted by some officers of great expeneog|^ tha^ 
multitude is of positive advantage ; as, having no prescribed du^ t<ypet|;. 
form, they have leisure to bring into the camp, from the nei^bonrlng 
country and towns, supplies that otherwise would be probably abandoned. 
Thus they not only feed themselves, but relieve the commis^riat, wMch 
is obliged to supply the soldier, when rice cannpt be had in the bazar be- 
low a certain rate. This argument%ecessarily supposes the- army to be?; 
moving in an enemy’s country,, from which the inhabitants having fled,, it® 
remains for the followers to discover their hidden grain and -to bring it. in.? 
That instances of a favourable result from such a state of things have oe-; 
curred, there can be little doubt, or, probably, that opinion wquld never^ 
have been formed or declared ; yet, in extensive campaigns, the inhabit^ 
ants do not generally abandon their villages at the approach of a British 
force, but, on the contrary, frequently prefer their protection to that of the 
army of their own sovereign. Even during the Mysore .war, which may bej 
cited as an exception, it has been fully ascertained that the inhabitants ' 
were forcibly driven from their villages by the Sultaun’s numerous hoi^ae. 
If, in petty operations against former Polygars, the villages were aban- 
doned, this arose from local and particular causes, which have ceased to 
exist. If it be allowable for followers to seize the property of the villagers 
when the owners are absent, they can scarcely be expected to discern the 
justice of forbedrance when the inhabitants may occasionally be pifesfent 
Thus is engendered a habit of plunder which cannot be kept withip bounds* 

' even by capital punishments — that deplorable and too frequfent "^expecfi^ 
suggested by the impatience of uncontrouled power. It app^arsl^b^^ 
that the more numerous the followers, the more prevalent will, 


species of evil, which can scarcely be counterbalanced by even the’Siipppied, 
advantage to be derived from them. 

The enormous estimates, of the multituaes wnicn toilow a Bntilh arih;,,, 
are proba.fe* taken more from instances under Madras Presidency than 
ott^the Bengal ahd Bombay establishments. Tfiiis difference may be tr^^ced 
irf the history of British India. .So . upremit|ing has been tifcf|^ek|Aprf[ce, 






tion has conj^niii«dii^umg many years, whdwerfe^borii m a caitf|, and we 
so habituated td fi,eld service, that it has become their most natural state. 
Multitu.^s^'dehse^uently, are on all occasions ready to move, with an 
alacrity which will not be found under the'sister Presidencies, wherfe the in* ' 
tervals dj[ peace have been.ldnger, or where the operations have had a more 
confined theatre. tTnlesS^ therefore, coercive measures be adopted for re- 
stricting the number of followers with a Madras army, they will probably 
continue as numerous aSf at present, till a long interval of peace shall have 
exterminate a generation habituated from youth to a roving life. To this 
explanatioh it be added, that it has been long the habit of the Madras, 
more than of the Bengal Sepoys, to carry their women to camp ; and indeed 
there are certain regulations in favour of the latter, which renders the 
movement of their families unnecessary. In the mean while this question- 
able evil continues ; for notwithstanding many officers of rank who have 
served in Europe, are, on taking the field in India, struck with what ap- 
pears a monstrous and insupportable impediment, yet none have ventured 
on the labour of controuling a custom, which the natural course of events 
has produced and supported with all its disadvantages. 

This being the case, it becomes necessary to, give more ground for 
an encampment than is required in Europe. There are, it is true, , other 
causes, such as the quantity and size of the camp equipage ; and with re- prejudicial, 
gard to the cavalry in particular, the distance from each other at which 
horses must be picketed. But these considerations are immaterial causes, 
compared with that of the multitude of followers, for giving so large a front 
in proportion td the number of fighting men. For were that fundamental 
principle of preserving an equality between the front of the camp and the 
space required for ‘the foirmatioff of the troops invariably observed, the 
lines of. a .corps Would require an extent of' depth inconveniently dispro- 
portionate to its fi;6nt, 1 This' explanation appears necessary on the first 
description ^ a!. position q£,the army, in order to account for circumstances 
which otherwi^tQ^- .be fflisdnderato^d.’, It' isvbut rarely that an Indian 
enemy attacks . in position;' and thW will afford a further 
reason> fOT^ciSi^h^Ki^,f.^ny^enco sd, 'nuieW m distribution 6f en- 
cam^e^.! *I)eii^|htnenW4iiive, no^doubt, been attac^"di.b,ot by conside- 
rable^ aripj^^; and a's|; j(k'' fe;^ iis;bfi.large hodies must alwafs be <Bscovered. 
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ift sufficient time to admit of making the proper disjjositions of a 
force, no injury has been hitherto sustained in consequence of the existing' 
system of encampment. . An instance tq this effect has occurred in* the 
attack at Poonah, and will be found hereafter in that atNagpoor. Many 
similar examples also occur in the wars of Hyder Alice ; and one very ap- 
posite, in 1799, in Tippoo’s attack of the advance of the Bombay army at 
Seedaseer. 



CHAPTER VI. 

r * 

DISPERSION AND FLIGHT OF THE PINDARRIES BEYOND 
THE CHUMBUL. 

Movemeul of the Head-quarters of the Grand Army from the Sind to the Bheitwah. 
Treacherous Conduct of Scindiah. Treaty with Ameer Khan, Return of Lord Hast^^ 
iii(rs to the Sind, March of the Second Division of the Grand Army towards the Upper 
Chumbul, Its Separation for the Attack of the Pirukuries, Resumption of the Pur- 
suit of the Pindarries by the Third Division, By Colonel Philpofs Detachment, The 
Vinda cries force the Kotah Frontier, and are overtaken by the Third Division, Opposed 
in Front, thei/ abandon their Baggage, ^r, to th£ Second Division, Flying to the South- 
ward, they are pursued by the Fifth Division of the Deckan Army, till they cross the 
Upper Chumbul, Cheettoo protected by Jeswimt Rao Bhto, Return of the Third 
Dicision to the Eastward, Investigation of the Causes of the Escape of the Pindarries, 
Their Escape accounted for. 

However well chosen might be the position of the Marquis of Hast- 
ings’ Head-quarters on the banks "of the Sind, for the preservation of the 
advantages already gained by the treaty with Scindiah, it was found ne- 
cessary to relinquish it, on account of a dreadful pestilence which ravaged 
the camj) of the Centre Division. 

This destructive disease, since denominated chakra spasmodica^ ad- 
vanced from the countries about the head of the bay where it first made 
its appearance, and, almost as soqh as the troops began to move, was felt 
on the Jumnah. IV \ 

Under the impression that a situation might be found more favourable 
to the health of the army tlian the banks of the Sind, Lord Hastings, on 
the 10th of Nbvemher,^dir6dled his march by Terrait, Talgaon, and Seleia, 
tp , Erich, on the fight of the Bheitwah, in the neigbbourhobd of which 

wasu comparativllyj^^vat;^ cd^ but the disorder, so far from abat- 
ing, increased toia degreefwh^^ all movement most embarrassing. 

The match of the tfooj^s was stre’vived with the victims oif this malady> 
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latterly attacked the Europeans, though the Natives, from habit of 
diet, appeared most exposed to it. Of the latter, Wo hundred u|fi:;" 
wards are said to have died in one day. This produced so great mi amrpi> 
among the followers, that desertions succeeded, to the amount of sev^tai 
thousands. . . . 

The Head-quarters and Centre Division of the Grand Army occupied^ 
the ground near Erich from the 20th of November to the end of that month,r 
During this time. Lord Hastings received information respecting the secret 
machinations of Scindiah, who thought the British troops were crippled be- 
yond what was really the case. This he considered as a favourable oppor- 
tunity for breaking the treaty recently concluded. The Pindarries being 
at this time attacked in the south of Malwah, he invited them tp retire to 
Gwalior by a particular route, engaging to join them as soon as they arrived 
within a certain distance. However the Governor-general might formerly 
have been only suspicious of Scindiah’s sincerity, he could have little doubt 
on this head, on receiving copies of his letters to the Pindarry chiefs — a 
transaction which was corroborated by the Maharajah’s unsatisfactory con- 
duct in other respects. He shewed so little desire to produce the contin- 
gent of five thousand horse, agreeably to the fourth article, that Captain 
Blacker, the officer appointed to superintend that corps, was necessitated, 
under the instructions of the Resident, to commence a levy for Scindiah 
in the neighbourhood of his own capital. The positions allotted to the de- 
tached corps of Scindiah’s army; in pursuance of the sixth article, were 
Ajemeer, Koornulneir, Baliadoorghur, and Oojein ; yet it has been seen, 
that the corps of Ambajce Punt, from the latter place, was met at Saurung- 
poor by Sir John Malcolm!s division ; and it also occurred, that a party of 
troops marched from Gwalior about the same time for Bhilsah, though it was 
particularly stip^xlated that there should be no movement of any part of the 
Maharajah’s army. To these facts was added the corroborated information 
of the negotiations carried on by Scindiah with the Nepaul and Seik Go- 
vernments. Though little apprehensions were entertained of the first breaJt^^ 
ing with the British Government, the activity of the other, in military pre- 
parations, was reasonably calculated to excite a wide and dis- 
trust.; • ^ ^ ^ 

’ The negotiations with Ameer Khan had at the same tinae^ a 

favourable issue, by the treaty concluded between that ttarbugh 

confidential agent, and Mr. Metcalfe, JJje resident at Delhi ; and 
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ratifilsd bY^lie"(Spteri»c)i^|^peral,o%^^ I5th,6f Uj^vember.: It consisted of 
six tbl’i^aYantee of tbe Ameer’a Jdtghired'to hifn- 

sclfand heiM, on the conditicm :|iat he;sh^tlld'i, disband his army, surrender 
his in |he destruction of th? firedatory^ySteidV bold the iinail 

force was alloyed t6 retain, at tbe requisition of the British Government, 
and r'elin^'Wsh ||1 connigclion virith othef Poyers.. Yet .npthittg could be 
effecte^i^su^^sl^ even his best intenfidns, till the near approach of Sir 
David Ochterlqnf’s divisi(|ft should' afford by its support, the powCr of 
cxecutirig t^ie%hgagfements. If was* however, well known to thdGdvernor- 
general, that he was^pledged td assist Scindiah, should that chief take the 
field. This event was ds6 td be followed by the co-operation of Nana Go- 
vind Rao, ruldr of certffin territories in Malwah, which had been ceded to 
the British Government by the treaty of June with the Peishwah. The 
l)roceediiigs of Holktir’s Government have been noticed (p. 36); and it was 
]iow quite impossible to foretell what measures it would'. Ultimately adopt. ’ 

While one party was resolute for marching to the sbppott of the Peishwah, 
the Regent Mother made overtures, through the Resident at Delhi, for the 
protection of the British Government ; in consequence of which, the Poli- 
tical Agent at Kotah, on account of his convenient situhtipn, was authorized 
to treat with her. This view of the state of affairs will account for the 
Governor-general’s anxiety, on learning that the Head-quarters and^rPirst 
Division of Sir Thomas Hislop’s army were retiring from the Nerbuddah, 
instead of advancing into Malwah, where the demands of the service ap- 
peared to his Lordship incomparably more important than in the Deckan. 

Such was the state of things when the expulsion of the Pindarries from xetum of Lord 
Southern Malwah was effected by the divisions from the Nerbuddaht and *** ’*’' 
Bundelcund. The flight of thfe two durrahs was exactly in the direction pre- (M«p hi.) 
scribed to them by Scindfoh ; and as this route was left o^n by the mover’ 
ment of the First Divisioaito Ericb, Lord Hastings hastened his return 
the Sitid, notwiij^janding the di|^essing prevalent of, the epidemic. A 
detatsltn^i^, cohsiatinl; of the ci^alry-brigade u^«' Colonel Philpot, and 
one<bj(ittaliQri bf^l|atiye infantry, had been formed,, and separated from the 
H^rquMt^,'J'|of 4 ^;ex]^€!|[itjbus movement Wherever required, since the 
of b|pyembe^t\^ It theti marblied by Samptur and Ihafisee tb.Bufwa- ^ 

S,^i&ur, and.0^fbi^te^ffpm t6 the 3d of December. It then 
rS^lved i^AiSife tb 'nfercwt^nie^ately to the Sind, and,' should intelligence 
oe received fhe^,*©^me fliglifrof th6..Pindarries towards G%alior, to pross 



98 


DISPERSION AND FLIGHT OF THE PINDARRIES 


March of the 
Second Divi- 
sion of the 
Grimd Army 
towards the 
Upper Chum- 
buh 


(Map Ml.) 


that river and attack them. Tho detachment accordingly inarche4 ^ 

4th; and on the 7th arrived at Sonari, by the route of Ihansee and D^teah. 
On the 8th it passed the ford, and encamped at Cheemuck, a position com* 
manding the only road bptween Narwur and Gwalior. Contemporary with 
the order for this movement, were instructions directing Major Camming 
to march his detachment (p. 55) with all expedition to Teearree ; and to 
Brigadier-general Frith to detach half the 2d battalion of the 2d regiment, 
with two field-pieces, to the fords on the Chumbul, at Dholpoor. On the 
2d of December the Centre Division was at Labeira, on the 6th at Imroko, 
on the 8th at Bundoor, and on the 10th at the Sonari ford, where it was 
within twenty-eight miles of Gwalior, and considerably nearer than Scin- 
diah's position to the pass of Narwur. The western Ghat, near the Chum- 
bul, as well as the ford at Dholpoor, were at the same time, by his Lord- 
ship’s pre-arrangement, occupied by the Right Division; and the fords of 
the Jumnah by detachments from the frontier stations. By throwing the 
advanced guard of the Centre Division across the Sonari ford, as has been 
described, and making it move to the left to occupy a position behind a 
small river which runs into the Sind, all communication, by the Narwur 
line, was cut off between the Pindarries and Scindiah, who was unable to 
attack this post without placing himself between two fires. Wh^^ has been 
premised will be sufficient to shew, that the future operations of the cam- 
paign entirely depended on the movement or quiescence of Scindiah, on 
whom, consequently, all eyes were turned. This importance attaching to 
his conduct demanded a particular description of the Marquis’s positiorf/ by 
which Scindiah was so completely controuled. 

After the conclusion of the treaty with Scindiah, the necessity for the 
presence of the Right Division at Dholpoor appeared no longer pressing. 
Major-general Donkin was accordingly ordered to ascend the left bank of 
the Chumbul, leaving at the ford abovementioned a battalion of Native in- 
fantry, some ordnance and irregular cavalry. The 2d battalion of the 12th 
regiment of Native infantry, two six-pounders, a rtmalah consisting ;0f^one 
hundred and forty of Gardners horse, and a considerable ,paprty.^j| tbfe 
Dholpoor contingent, were allotted to this service. ^J^The bead^q[y^fteirs, arid 
remainder of the division marched from their position on the 
vember. The route lay by Roopass, Beana, and Hindoon, at, whiQh. ^ee 
the division arrived on the 20th; and on the 23d at Oodye, 
of Koo^halghur,. where it halted for instructions from the Ho^-i^orters. 
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An agent from Ameer Khan j^reaented himself l/irith a friendly message 

from his master, '"who engaged to afford every protection tC the communica- 
tion in the rear of the Second Diyision, which necessarily passed through 
territory occupied by his posts. ' This assurance was the more satisfactory, 
as the treaty with. the. Khan yvas still unexecuted, and as this division had 
other objects to pursue which obliged it to offer its rear to his position. Its 
presence was earnestly called for on the right bank of the Chumbul, as well 
for the interception of the Pindarries on the Kotah frontier, as to offer to 
Holkur an opportunity of abandoning the warlike faction of his Government, 
should he find it liaost expedient to retire in that direction. 

Accordingly, Major-general Donkin, having satisfactorily established his 
commissariat depot at Kooshalghur, continued his march on the 2d of De- 
cember, followed by the 2d battalion of the 12th regiment, which -had been 
previously recalled from Dholpoor, and was subsequently replaced by a 
wing of the 2d battalion of the 2d regiment from Agra. On the 6th he 
crossed the Bunnass, near Bhugwuntghur, with a part of his division lightly 
equipped, consisting of the cavalry-brigade, horse-artillery, and four com- 
panies of Native infantry, leaving under the command of Colonel Vanrenen 
the infantry-brigade and foot-artillery. On the 8 th, the head-quarters of the 
Second Division reached Dubblanna by forced marches; and halted on the 
9th, in consequence of intelligence from Kotah. At the same time the 
2d battalion of the 12th regiment of Native infantry were ordered to march 
to the Lakeiree pass; while General Donkin, on the 10th, renewing his 
inarch on information of the movements of the Pindarries, encamped at 
lloondee that day, and on the 1 1th at Thekerea. Here the division’s head- 
quarters again halted for supplies from the rear, the cattle with Colonel 
Vanrenen’s detachment being unable to move with rapidity. On the 13th, 
however, the whole division crossed th^ Chumbul at the Gummuck Ghat, 
eight miles below Kotah. On the! 14th, the division again separated, and 
the head -quarters and lightly equipped part made a forced march of 
twenty-one mi|e$ to Sooltaunpoor, where it was ascertained that the Pin- 
darrics, having attempted to enter Harrowtie by the Oomree pass, close to 
Digddwlie, were repulsbd by the Kotah troops. 

It will fib recollected t^t the duirah^ of Kuireei^ Khan and Wassil Ma- 
homud, i^hen retireatMg before' Colbnel Adams’s division, took the direc- 
tion of Kolarus an(i|(,.^aiwui^p. 84.) . As the pursuit of them brought the 
troops acting foom' tlie'sdtithwatd into irMnediate co-operation with the 
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Second Division, it becomes necessary to recur to the movements from that 
quarter, in order to render the further detail perspicuous. Majer-geriCrat 
lAarshall, on the 8th of December, marched from Seronge, and arrived; by 
. the route of Mogulserye, and Shaddwra, at Nyaserye, where, on the 12th, 
(Map mo he separated his division into two parts. The first lightly equipped, undef, 
his immediate orders, consisted of the whole of the cavalry, three battalions 
of infantry^ and six guns, besides the^ galloper-brigade ; leaving under Co- 
lonel Price, the 2d battalion of the' 28th regiment of Native infantry, the 
remainder of the artillery, the moveable hospital, stores and heavy baggage. , 
The Major-general continued his route in the direction of Kolarus, the pre? 
vious information of the movements of the Pindarries giving reason to sup- 
pose them on the northern road ; but after crossing the Sind, it turned to- 
wards Bijrawun, satisfactory intelligence having been received that they 

had passed to the westward. ' 

By Colonel This wUl bc understood by a reference to the march of Colonel Philpot s 

'Sen,:'*' detachment to Cheerfiuck, where it anticipated the arrival of the Pindarries 
moving towards Gwalior. They had already reached Narwur with that in- 
tent. Here, finding their further progress obstructed, they turned, on the 
6th of December, south-west, into the district of Thurye ; a.nd on this infor- 
mation Colonel Philpot marched on the 9th through the hills to Magrorie. 
Finding here that he was far in the rear of the enemy, more closely pursued 
by other detachments, he returned by Mustoora to Cheemuck, where he 
arrived on the 14th. The Pindarries finding themselves thus pressed from 
three quarters by British troops, preferred encountering those of Kotah. 

The Pindarries On tlic 8th, the United durrahs of Kurreera and Wassil Mahomud marched 
simie'^tn 1 Poorce. On the 9th they were at Beetulghur, where they were desir- 
arc overtaken ous of depositing their families, on account of the difficulties attending their 
iiivision. flight. Failing in this object, and ‘^ot effecting their passage of the hills 
west of Pooree and north of Shahabad, which were guarded by the K.otah 
troops, they fell back to the Neem Ghat on the Koorah river ; 'and folloy^- 
ing the skirts of the hills, attacked the^Ghat at Laddanah, near Seetse^r ^ar. 
the 12th. They succeeded in forcing it that evening, after long opposition 
t^om four hundred of the Kotah troops, and fencamped the. next ; 

‘DechoIs^Nr Beechee Tal, to let their baggage and rear rejoi|]i‘them frdrhitl|fi,- 
bottom of^e Ghat. In this situation they were heard of, by Ceneral 
skdll, atBijrai^n, about twenty- two miles distant. He marched' aFtwelve 
o’clo^ on theiaght of the 13th; but owing to the bad road, did noVa^^'^® 
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at the foot of tbo Ghsit till two o’cloct j^hB^aff;emo^ following. The Pia- 
darries were.al: th» time still at Birechee Tal; but soon after, r^eiving in- 
formation of the approach of ’the British troops, they moyed off with their 
f amil ies and baggage^ Jeaviug a body of a thousand horse to cover their 
rear. General, Marshall’s cavalry immediately mounted the Ghat, preceded 
by. an advance-guard of infantry, and followed, by the Ist .battalion of the 
14th regiment dragging up the galloper-guns, the. remaining infantry and 
gims being left in the rear. As soon as the cavalry got sight of the Pin- 
darry rear-guard. Colonel Newberry; commanding them, pushed on in ad- 
vance of the infantry to the attack, and succeeded in destroying about forty 
or fifty of them. The remainder escaped, by dispersing in all directions. 

The cavalry returned to Beechee Tal, after a pursuit of ten miles, and 
rejoined the division, having lost ten men killed and wounded, and twenty- 
six horses. On the 16th, General Marshall continued the pursuit to Ke,el- 
warra, a distance of nineteen miles, which he found strewed with baggage 
that had been abandoned, with a brass gun. On the following day he 
arrived at the Parbuttec, on the road to Barra, to which place the cavalry 
had been sent in advance to capture some thousand head of Brinjarrie 
cattle. The division reassembled here on the 18th, with the exeeption of 
the detachment left at Nyaserye. 

It will be recollected, that the Head-quarters of the Right Division, com- 
manded by Major-general Donkin, were at Sooltaimpoor on the 14th., On 
the following morning, the light brigade moved .on to Kullana, on the Sind. ih«,sccor<i ui- 
Intelligence was there received of General Marshall’s attack of the Pindar- 
rics, on the previous day, at Beechee Tal ; and on the night of the 16th, it 
was satisfactorily ascertained that the pursuit had driven Kurreem Khan’s 
durrah into their vicinity. Accordingly, on the 17 th, eqrly in the morning, 
the light-brigade was in motion, and caipe up with their baggage and 
bazars before day-light. The few Pindarries guarding them fled, and the 
family of Kurreem Khan remained prisoners. Refuge had been demanded 
for them in a neighbouring fort; which being refused, they were on their 
return to the^durrah, acconipanied by an elephant and some articles of . 
regalia^ Thirty-two ofimfels, laden, were also brought in by Colonel Gard- 
ner, from ahoth^ party of three or four hundred, whom . he had been 
sent, on the’ same morning, to attack, with’ the frontier horse. At this time 
the division wm distributed in the following manner :-y-the head-quarters, 
cavalry-brigade, horsfe-artilfery, and four companies of.Nadve infantry, at 
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one battalion, with four pieces of artillery, at '*Pattun, 0tt4itlk6 
Chumbul ; another battalion, with two guns, at the Lakewei^-pass ; and .the 
remainder of the infantry and artillery, with the camp equipage, 
sariat depdt, and heavy baggage, at Kullana. - / ’ ^ 

The Pindarries, having found all access to the Chumbnl bp^beea by 
these and previous dispositions, had turned short to the southward frctoi 
Baraoleah, on the night of the 16th, when pressed by General Marshall, 
They directed their course between the Sind and Parbuttee rivers, 
Sherghur and Gogul Chuppra, abandoning to their pursuers, as has been 
seen, every thing likely to hamper their flight. But in this direction they 
were destined again to fall in with enemies ; for Colonel Adams arrived on 
the 15th at Gogul Chuppra, by the route of Meergwass, from Munnohur* 
.Thannah, where it will be recollected he was encamped on the 8th (p. 84), 
and which he left on the 13th. On the 17th, in the forenoon, he detached 
his cavalry from Jeelwarra on the Parnuddee. Major Clarke, commanding 
this body, made a march of thirty miles, the same day, up the right bank 
of that river, in pursuit of the Pindarries. At Oothara he found that a 
party of his irregulars, who here rejoined him, had been hanging on the 
rear of the two durrahs, without being able to make any impression, and 
that they had fled by the way of P’hool Burroad. But want of provisions, 
and the fatigue of the detachment, induced the Major to halt a few hours; 
after which the pursuit was continued. The favour evidently shewn, by the 
subjects of Kotah, to the enemy, prevented afterwards his getting satisfac- 
tory information concerning them. His subsequent pursuit, therefore, con- 
sisted of a continual change of direction, under great distress for provisions, 
till he was rejoined, on the 19th, by his supplies and equipage, near Dur- 
road. From thence he marched again on the following morning, in search 
of a body of the enemy said to be at Peepleea, about twelve miles in a 
westerly direction, and succeeded in dispersing them and destroying a few, 
fifteen being found dead. The principal effect of this movement w^s to 
hurry still more the flight of the durrahs to Rajghur-Pattun, where vthey 
arrived, greatly dispirited and disunited, on the 2 1st. On the same .day. 
Major Clarkes detachment likewise rejoined its head-quajfers. 
mean while, Colonel Adams prosecuted his march according ^|o the |infor- 
mation he received. This had carried him, in the first instance^ nerth, by^ 
Luckerakeirryto Katrow, on the Parbuttee; but subsequently learning the 
direction of the Pindarries, in their flight from Bam, he arrive^ pn th€^,22d 
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at Eklara, by the route of Moraseeif and the Barouda Ghat; having been 
greatly impeded in his progress by the heavy rains which had lately fallen. 

This inclemency of the weather obliged him to halt on the 23d. Learhihg 
that evening, that a body of the enemy had just descended the Tara Ghat, 
near to which they had for some days been concealed by the subjects of 
Kotab, and from which asylum they were forced by the movemeut of a 
party of the. Bhopal horse on their flank, he immediately detached the 
1st Rohillah cavalry, commanded by Captain Roberts, to overtake them. 

This service he performed in a very creditable manner. After a march of 
nearly fifty miles, coming up with about four hundred of the enemy near 
Chubar, he pursued them, during two hours, through rocks and jungles. 

The loss of the Rohillahs amounted to five men and nine horses, while only 
sixty or seventy of the enemy were supposed to have escaped. These 
were probably the same party which had been attacked, on the morning of 
the 17lh, by Gardners horse from General Donkin’s division. The two 
durrahs continued their flight towards Augur. Learning near that place, 
that Ifolkur’s army had been defeated, and was retreating towards Hin- 
gluisghur, as will be related hereafter, they turned back towards Chupper- 
gnttah, on the Oornuddy, seven miles west of Soosneir. Here they halted 
for some time, in consequence of interruptions, but subsequently resumed 
their march by a t/dwr, which brought them, on the 27th, to Gungraur. 

From thence they crossed the Chumbul, to join the remains of Holkur’s 
army. At the same time. Colonel Adams was marching by Seirhoo Goo- 
gurnee and Kotra on Soosneir, where he arrived on the 1st of January, 
having experienced continued obstructions from the inclemency of the 
weather. He halted here on the 2d and 3d, and continued his march by 
Oodeipoor to Gungraur. There he was obliged to halt, from the 6th, in (M^p iv.) 
expectation of commissariat supplies, which were oh the route from his 
rear division, escorted by a detachment under Major Logie. Here it will be 
l)roper to leave this force, which consisted of one thousand two hundred and 
fifty regular and irregular cavalry, one thousand four hundred and ninety 
regular Native infantry, and six pieces of ordnance^ of which two were 
twelve-pounders^ two six-pounders, and two five-and-a-half-inch howitzers. < 

It is time to notice the movements of Cheettoo Pindarry, who exhibited Chcetioopt^ 
great sagkeityip c&ndqcting the retreat of his dwrraA, said to amount to wuiitRaoBh»o. 
eight thousaiid iteny??^hout suffering diminution froni the forces in pursuit 
of him. Having" thjown himself in the rear of Holkur’s army (p. 86), which 
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jortion of his Pindarries joined, he Siubsisted. for' spmp ;tinie, in> feecutit^ 
ia the country about the Chumbul, till tiie advance of his ehmies obligej 
him to cross that river. For some days previous * to* the. ; 26 jth 
encamped at Singollee, about t'^enty^fiye miles s^uth-^es^- 0|,, 
when, by invitation fi’omJeswunt Rao Bhao< he proepedfed to'%> feuj^ '^^ 
previously sent his baggage and families to the jungles 
Oeneral Donkin, on hearing that Cheettoo had cros^d tho Chu|[mut^ ^ 
Lieutenant-colonel Kelly, with five companies of |fativ©,jnf|ntriy from 
tun, to occupy the Boondee pass, and then proceeded with the> chvafwf of 
the Second Division and Colonel Vanrenen’s detachment to the Gynta 
There be halted till the 28th, when haying learned Cheetfofi’l moy^oi'dnt to 
Jawhd, he repalled the detachment from the Boondee pass. ,^. ^ ' . X 

General Marshall, after his attack of the Pindarries, had beett^called- 
to his former position in Southern Malwah,^ by orders from Lord Hastings, 
and countermarched from Barra as he was preparing for a further ’ pu?stjit 
of the enemy. This had now become unnecessary, as they had fled to-' 
wards Colonel Adams’s line of operation.% and he had gof ioto General 
Donkin 8 line. On the 21st he was at Keelwitrra, where he received orders 
to detach his horse-artillery, the 4th regiment of Native cavalry, four rtes- 
salahs of Rohillah cavalry, one battalion of Native infantry, and a company 
of pioneers, to join Major-general Brown, at a point to be assigned by that 
officer, whose operations will be described hereafter. He was also directed 
to place the 1st battalion of the 7th regiment, the 1st battalion 6f thA 26th 
regiment, two twelve-pounders, two five-an,d-a-half-inch howitzers, aijd six 
^^ix-pounders, under Brigadier-general Watson, with instructions to rejpiair to 
the pentre Division of the Grand Army. With the remainder of the divi- 
sion, General Marshall retraced his march to Beirseah ; and Brigaflier-ge- 
neral Watson proceeded to the Centre Division by the route of Budfler^|l^s 
and Kolarus. ; ^ ^ 

After seeing the manner in which the Pindarries escaped from 
corps, employed in driving tl^em to (be confines of MalwaliXaaJ^R^^- 
poptaua, it is important to investigate the causes of thpir h|yi]^ 
sp little , losp from their pursuers. Their retreat from the 
copimenped too soon^^ maintained with too much diligence, an^ ,^^papt^d 
too decidedly,' to leave any probability of thetr being pverfkWen 
mpitdement of the campaign ^ 

redpi^t to ']oint durrahs 
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they took the road to Narwur 6n ttie strength of Sciiidiah s invitation; 
while Cheettoo, who always exhibited riioi'e marks of sagacity, than any 
of the other Pindarry Chiefs, adojited decidedly, from the first, a north- 
westerly course, which obviated all possibility of his being intercepted. 
His character appears likewise, in other respects, to have been comparatively 
superior ; for when Sir John Malcolm came to take possession of some of the 
places which had been under his rule, he found all the indications of a 
regular government, as far as such a state of things could exist in Malwah. 
The halt of the Third Bengal Division at Seronge, the subsequent slowness 
of its movement, and of that of the Fifth Deckan Division, with guns drawn 
Ijy bullocks along bad roads, enabled Wassil Mahomud's and Kurreem Khan s 
(himihs to escape from Narwur with impunity, across the heads of both 
columns. The difficulties of movement with ordnance were still further 
increased by the rains, which prevailed with great violence from the middle 
of December. Here the question suggests itself, how came these divisions 
to hamper themselves with a description of arm so little adapted to the 
])ursuit of Pindarries ? To this it must be answered, in candour to the 
commanding officers concerned, that they had sufficient cause at the open- 
ing of the campaign to anticipate the possibility, if not probability, of finding 
themselves suddenly opposed by a formidable IMahratta corps, or by united 
corps of Mahrattas and Pindarries. In such a case, which was not over- 
looked by the highest authorities, and was referred to in their instructions, 
the absence of artillery might have exposed them to a serious check, which 
very few officers, after long service, will voluntarily hazard. Sir John Mal- 
colm marched the lightest of all the divisions from the southward, having 
ne^ cr with his head-quarters, when engaged in the pursuit, any troops be- 
sides cavalry, light infantry, and galloper-guns. In the course of his con- 
sequent rapid movement, which certainly gave Cheettoo no time to rest 
till he crossed the Seeprah, Sir John found himself, on one occasion, 
unexpectedly in presence of a corps of infantry and Jtbirty guns, which, 
however, ^ he was enabled to overawe ; though he was latterly checked in 
his pursuit of Cheettoo by Holkur s army. It is not meant to be concluded 
from this statement,' that even with the ivhole of his division the same con- 
sequence must not have ensued ; but that, such events ha ying occurred, 
there was ample possibility for the other divisions on his rig^t Yo find them- 
selves in situations mcire inextricable. This reasoning will not apply with 
equal force to the march the divisions from Nyaserye and Munnohur 
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,ili||»se itself between the Pin^aiSieV sn^ the«flpursMi&i',^^^ their Right 
'frotn Narwur. Thus^ with the adVabced party, any ordnahcb besides ga^ 
Idper-guns must be considered as s^j^rEupus. Even these il wo^ld^h|^\% j 
been proper to leave behind, on approapjiing the enejgay ; rot, ^nce.|*iQ- 
darries have been first attacked, never ! has a guti beW brought • to war 
upon them* A couple of pieces, with a lew iaehi wHbtlier hor^ or /opt, 
who may be too much jaded, after a long marcb, for Ibe exertion biattfic^i! - 
will afford excellent protection for such provisions and followers' as niay’ 
be in the rear, and be required to halt during the pursuit. This was precisely- 
the case in-the instance of Major Lushington’s attack of tbO Pindarriqs. at- 
Cowah, on the26th of December 1816, with the 4th regiment of Madras 
cavalry. After a forced march of fifty- three miles in fourteen hours, he 
dropped his guns with the jaded horses ; or. he c&uld never have croWned 
so admirable an exertion with the success of that day. When Colonel 
Adams sent forward his cavalry alone on the occas^ions which have ' been 
related, as much success attended that measure, as the distance of the 
head-quarters of the division permitted. This remoteness was indeed a 
great disadvantage. The impossibility, on that account, of keeping the 


parties supplied, always checked their progress, and enabled the enemy, 
even when most pressed, to countermarch in the front of their pursuers. 
IwcimH for While examining the conduct of the divisions which followed the Pin- 
darries through Malwah, the wretched state of the cattle which carried 


their supplies must not be overlooked. These were a continual clog on 
rapid movements, particularly after the setting-in o/the rains ; and obliged 
the head-quarters of every division to halt occasionally for their arrival from 
the rear. If any question arise out of this hindrance, it must be referiJelC to 
the system of their (iommissariat, and to whatever difficulties i^ight '^, 
experienced in deriving supplies from the country wid' establishing 
bazar, which high rates, with good management, seldom fail to invitfe. v 
An arihy^ is, in most situations, more or .less controuled in its niovements 
by a necessary attention to its provisions ; bu/ it may be confeiH’^ted as 
undoubted, that wherever the system of issuing from the public storeHOj^ 
tb^.pfi^^te followers of an Indian field force shall prevail, that fot'fee wiff 
be mevithbly 's|ackled by its department of supply. ThV S^onl 
Ditusidn appearsi-to have been equally held back by its bffilocks. . 
ever itittempted to move rapidly, it wasbl^ed to i^e a subs^^%|® 





halt for, the appr<^^ ^; tWj>pppl|^;a^^^ thus" to forego wht^tepr 
tage was pwposM^to tiej^^cur^ -forc^^ Yet, by, j.udiciotis 

positions oti both banks of the Ghunjibnl, in e c'^ntry j>f passes, it pre- 
vented a single Pindarry from crossing that riyer below Khtah; The part 
of it with Major-general Donkin was also well composed for an impression 
on the enemy in a direct pursuit. But no part of them, except Kurreem 
Khan’s baggage-guard, ever appeared ; and their main body was tlien too 
near the other divisions to justify a pursi^it, to the absmdpnmept of other 
objects of importance. ; ■ : , 

It was represented from both General Marshall’s and Colonel Admns’s 
divisions, that the escape of the Pindarries was favoured by the subjects of- 
Kotah. These were possibly actuated by their fears of future visitetion, 
should they aid the British troops with information. In some cases they 
even shut their gates, and refused to sell to them any provisions. If under 
all the circumstances which have been described, the Pindarries escaped 
with the loss of their baggage only, it may not be a matter of much surprise. 
It will indeed ever be impossible for a regular force, whose movemegts are 
guided by rules, to overtake a mounted enemy, who voluntarily abandon their 
folio wei;^, and every impediment to flight. They are even regardless of that 
principle of association which, on ordinary occasions, obtains among them. 
Much, however, was gained by forcing them to throw away their valuables, 
and disperse. Thus the inhabitants Of the country, now convinced of- the 
ruin of their cause, relinquished their fears, and shewed a disposition to re- 
taliate, by plundering in their turn. 

The hardy horses on which the Pindarries were mounted, were admira- 
bly calculated for the two most important manoeuvres “which they hed occa- 
sion to perform. Oiie was a rapid passage through a country, to the point ^ 
to be plundered,, so as to anticipate any intelligence ■ of their , approach ; and 
the other by es expeditious a return, to escape, the chastisement of their 
atroeious aggressions. . fheit most valuable articles, they tarried with them 
.on the horses they jrode-t But even of these articles, they were prepared to 
disencumber^themselvesj when their furtlier preservation was likely to en- 
danger their'8,afetyt all they would abandon evep their horses, when 

local circumstances|ehdered^t^ir escape on foot neoe8S.ary or roost practica- 
ble. But such i^l^M^ittoyseldojp ocQ^riiid. ias^ir catde wro liabitnated 
to travel pt^sit wd coilsequenjly^in: th^orst groupd,? ", 

would have ' 
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surprising that the Pinclarries, of a large portion them, did not turn to 
the southward, from the first. Let it, however, berecoifected, that though 
they had distressed the inhabitants of the British districts which tliey enter- 
ed, they had themselves suffered severely during the last excursion, before 
they regained their own stations. Many of them were killed, many lost their 
horses, and but few returned with any booty. They had therefore reason 
to suppose, that in consequence of the experience gained, still more efficient 
precautions would be adopted for their interception. This reasoning, add- 
ed to their expectation of a Mahratta combination in their favour, will be 
sufficient to account for the line of conduct they pursued. One party of 
Pindarries did, however, separate themselves from the principal hordes, 
and passed between all the corps in the field, to the Toombudra, as will be 
more particularly described hereafter. 



CHAPTER VII. 

\ RtPTURE ON THE PART OF THE BHOOSLAH. 

Stispicious Conduct of the Rajah, Precautionary Measures of the Resident, Occupation 
of the Seetabuldeeftlills by the British Brigade, Commencement of Hostilities by the 
lidjah’s Troops, They gain Possession of the lesser Hill, Their Cavalry defeated 
and their Infantry repulsed at all Points, Reflections on this Defence, Comparison 
of the Aciio?is at Poonah and Nagpoor, Considerations respecting Civil Residents, 
Arrival of TJeutenant-colonel Gahan^s Detachment, Hostile Indications in various 
Tarts of the Nagpoor Country, Force on the Nerbuddah concentrated at Iloossingabad, 
Brigadier-general Ilardyman' s March to J ubbulpoor. Defeat of the Enemy there, 

J T is proper, from a regard to the order of time, here to suspend the rela- 
tion of affairs in Malwah, and to return to events in the Deckan, the most 
considerable of which occurred at Nagpoor. These have been slightly 
noticed, in accounting for certain movements which were necessarily men- 
tioned in the course of the preceding narrative. They will now be de- 
scribed with the minuteness which their importance deserves. 

Throughout the early part of November, the intercourse with the Rajah 
of Nagpoor still continued on terms the most friendly, though frequent 
reports were conveyed to the Resident* of the sinister designs which he 
entertained, and of his secret correspondence with Scindiah and the Peish- 
wah. He was stated, on the most respectable authority, to have the inten- 
tion of sending off his treasures to the fortress of Chanda, and of repairing 
thither himself, under the pretence of a visit of religious ceremony. At the 
same time, none of his troops were sent forward to their advanced posi- 
tions, as had bpen stipulated ; and Captain Bayley, who was placed in im- 
mediate superintendance of the auxiliary contingent, ^was scarcely per- 
mitted to look^nt the corps assembled under that name, A force of about 
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pight thousand horse, and as many foot, was already near the iPapital ; and 
active additional levy of troops, for the Rajahs serYi<ie, was^ carried,' pjn,,i 
> ^en in Malwah. Those already raisedAvere held in readin^^ for i 

diate action ; and it was reported that the principal officers hftdf^ii 
recommended to send away their families to distant places 6f more Mcprity* 
During this state of tffings, an extraordinary coincidence in the inffi^Stidn 
received at Nagpoor, by the Resident, and at Hurdah, by SR 
colm, could not fail to attract attention. Evea so early ,as Sep^j^er, 
Mr. Jenkins received intelligence that agents on the part of CheettQ^|fPl|). 
darry had been admitted to the Rajah’s presence, and sent baclti • yv’itK an 
honorary dress, as a present to their master, inviting alsp his junction vs^ 
the Nagpoor troops, for the destruction of the British force. At ^jirdaRit 
was ascertained, in the beginning of November, that these agents had passecl 
through that place, on their return to Cheettoo, in the middle of October, 
and had confidentially declared, to an individual there, their own errahRand 
the objects of the Rajah. 

So little satisfaction was gained by any expostulation on the part ,of the 
Resident, that it became necessary for liim to adopt his own measures im- 
mediately, for the security of the British interests at Nagpoor. The first of 
these was to recall Lieutenant-colonel Scot’s detachment from the vicinity 
of Ramteak (p.*50.) This force was altogether very inconsiderable; but 
no other was immediately available, and its situation was, contemplated with 
great anxiety. On the 14th of November, intelligence arrived of the Peish- 
wah’s attack of the brigade at Poonah on the 5th. As this event corrobo- 


rated all the unfavourable appearances in the Rajah’s conduct, a requisition 
tvas sent to Captain Hare, at Beitool, (p. 50,) for the immediate countermarch 
of the Russell brigade, to Nagpoor. Lieutenant-colonel Gahan’s detachment 
was also called on to advance from the vicinity of Hoossingabad (p. 80.) The 
requisition to Captain Hare was countermanded on the following , da^, in 


consideration of the expected advance of Lieutenant-colonel Ga^n and 
would indeed have been fruitless, as the Rushell brigade was already near 
the Nerbuddah. But the order for the Lieutenant-colonel's advance was 
repeated, on the 20th, , in more pressing terms, on account of tbf enprjeasing 
danger at the capital. By an uncommon coincidence, the trebly. ^^Gyra- 
lior, had been concluded on the same, day^ that the rupture. tpolt 
Poonah, and the information of both events was received oj^hd .s|^dpAy» 
the 14th; at Nagpoor. The Residenit was thus enabled^; siL 
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supposed to be feStertaSneS. ■ The Rajati's expressions ^,ere kills&iei^ly aftd 
conciliatory ; but insufficient to lull the Resident’s siia^icions^ which were 
further strengthened by hja siib'sequi^nt conduct in opposition to the most 
pressing remonstrances. A khillaat* arriVed from the Peishwali, which 
had been dispatched shortly after the Treaty of Pbonah, with the cogni- 
zance of the Resident there. But as the relations between’ the contract- 
ing parties had changed, while it was on the road, from peaceful to hostilCr 
Mr. Jenkins protested against its reception by the Rajah, as inconsistent ' 
with his alliance with thb British Government^ The other disregarded 
these representations. Having first received the khillaat in public durbar 
with the usual forms, he proceeded, on the 24th, to his principal camp op 
tlie west side of the town. There he was received with uncominpn demon- 
strations of pomp, and with every ceremony indicative of his havj|g.re- 
ceived the dignity of Serraputtee, or General in Chief of the Armies Of the 
Mahratta Empire. 

1 f any shadow of doubt remained on the Resident's mind, respecting Occupation of 
llic Rajah's intention to imitate the Peishwah's example, it arose from a Hms'by'*ihe 
consideration of his pusillanimous character. The greatest degree of vigi- 
lance was, however, maintained at the Residency, owing to the universal 
opinion among all classes in Nagpoor, that the British lines would be im- 
mediately attacked. Accordingly, on the followii^ day, the brigade under 
Lieutenant-colonel Hopeton Scot’s command, moved from its lines to the 
Residency, and took possession of the double hill of SOetabuldee, which 
formed a strong and convenient post. This measure had been delayed as 
long as possible, and luckily was delayed no longer, , supposing it more 
judicious than to remain in the cantonment; for a party of Arabs evinced 
an intention of seizing the same position at the very moment they vrere 
anticipated by the British troops. Yet, such was the dupjici,ty of the 
Rajah, that eveii^anSidsb thtisfe occurrences be pretended a desire of main- 
taining ternls of amity With ihe British; smd,' to concert the best means for 
that purpose^, desij^d Uttenddnee of the Resident’s ' M’oopshee. The 
latest communicatidft deUkifts ip the Rajfthf^onteyed an account 

of the Peishwah’s ;ekpdl8fon firoiu P^ the .I’^h,. and .yvas made on 
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the morning of the 25th, to which was returned a friendly and congratti- 1 
latory reply. As a last measure of precaution, and which could be no 
longer delayed, expresses were sent off to General Ddveton’s division, ' 
urging the most expeditious movement towards Nagpoor for the succour' 
of the brigade. The hill of Seetabuldee, standing close to the Residency, : 
which it divides from the city of Nagpoor, consists of two eminences, dis- 
tant from each other three hundred yards, and connected by a low and 
narrow ridge. ,The soil of which the hill is composed is much mixed with - 
rocks, so as to render extremely difficult, if not fruitless, any hasty at- 
tempt to entrench its summits. Fronting the city, which is distant about 
a mile, and separated from Seetabuldee by an intervening tank called the 
Jumma Taulao, the eminence has least elevation on the left. Being, how- 
ever, within musquet range, its occupation was evidently necessary to 
the maintenance of the new position, particularly as on that side the sub- 
urbs o/ the city approached close to the base of the smaller hill. - The 1st 
battalion of the 24th regiment of Native Infantry was tlierefore placed 
in possession of it, and the remainder of the infantry and guns occupied 
the principal eminence of Seetabuldee. The cavalry were in the rear of 
the Residency, which, on that side, was open to the plain. 

In front, and on both flanks of the British position, extended a village 
of mud huts, which adjoined the foot of the hill, and gave cover to the 
enemy, who were noticed, throughout the 26th, to be gradually collecting. 
Tjiis movement, connected with tlig arrival of five guns, left no room to 
doubt that immediate hostilities were intended. As night approached, Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Scot adopted suitable measures of precaution. He was en- 
gaged in distributing sentries opjmsite the quarter occupied in force by the 
Arabs, when they opened a fire of musquetry on his small party, who for- 
bore returning it, while attempts were made to convince the enemy that no 
molestation was intended. These endeavours having been disregarded, 
the party gave their fire, and retreated to the top of the hill, under a di^ 
charge of musquetry from the village. This w^as the signal for the attack w 
commence against the other side of the hill, and a severe tir6 was main- 
tained on both sides through the whole of the night. The enfmy, who had 
been, during the day, engaged in bringing forward some guns with their 
infantry, completed their arrangemeats in the course of the night and the 
day-light of the morning of the 27th exhibited to the British troops o6cu- ^ 
pying an insulated position, enemies and batteries opposed to them in every^ 
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d irectioHi; i|o, .|he jBs|i]g^^^Jjn 5 P«nt ; 9 f eighjt^a W thirty- 

six gups/' iv'"’-, ,; ' , 

The lsti>attaUptt W, t$p ^4tb, regiment,^ having suf-, 

fered greatly ^ing ’the^hig.St, were the 1st 

battalion of thi^ |0t]^^rpgimen4'; 'Yet, |at%e o’clock in the niorm they 
were found to be scte^uch reduced bjr pwuplties and fatigue, that Cblonel 
Scot deemed, tis fo^e insuffici^iij-to maintaiiitilie whole. of the lesser erai-. 
nence. Hej^^tbprefore withdrew .thp rdriibihP hf theUst battalion, of the 
24th regimeht of Native infahVry,, relieving thbrn by thb Residehi’s eiicort, 
commanded by-‘Capt^in Llpyd. These were ordered to confine their posi- 
tion to the imni|idiajp%mmit,‘ which had been strengthened by a breast- 
work of bags of grain. This posture of fffairs continued till nine o’clock, 
when the enemy made a desperate charge, in powerful force, up the face 
of the lesser height, and carried/t. All that had been anticipated from 
their occupation of this part of the position immediately eiwued. The bri- 
gade had now but little superiority of ground .to compensate for their dis- 
parity of. numbers. Consequently, (heir loss of men and officers rapidly 
increased. The enemy, encouraged by success, gave fresh ardour to their, 
attacks, closed in from all directions, and threatened to enter the Resi- 
dency, in rear of the British position, which contained the wives and 
families of both officers and men of the brigade. ,, .* 

At this crisis, Cpptain Fitzgerald, commanding the. three troops of .Ben- 
gal cavalry, reinforced by the deteR of the Madras' Cavalry, forcing part 
of the Resident^ escojrt, discernet? with admirttjile .sagacity, the impor- 
tance of a daring effort in ^ plain, which might? :re|)el the presumption 
with which the enetay cPQtemplated the posture of aflairs. With his small 
but compact body,, in opposition, to the most express injunctions, (detoted 
and generous di^bedieneb I) he made a dsiCii^d ®hayge against theif princi- 
pal mass of horse^„wbei,pneW|^to resist so much inapetuosity, brCke'in all 
directiona, and; ATsmair battery by^wHich tfady had been sup- 
ported. (This, IlUteW^ success ; the infantry at- 

tached tb:rt bfe'ip|^]fet®ec,es» 

the .flying^^^a^’j^&bicb -bi»|i^^intefTbd ;|lesidepcy. in 

triumph.* ~'^] da^ : ^^ Y^waBLwffil^^'‘bythfe4iOQ^.:'bh.Se.etahuldee, .with 
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those sentiments which may be easily imagined as resulting frop^^a 
d^ation of its brilliancy, connected with a*convictionjbf*their>;«Wn danger^ 
ouB situation. It induced the immediate resolution of .re60venng.the.]^gt 
height by a combined attack of the cavalry and infentry. The ekeoutitrA' 
was, at first, delayed in expectation of the return of the cavalry, till af^utn- ' 
bril in possession of the enemy at the point to be possessed, blew up ; wHeb 
a simultaneous sentiment in favour of art instant attack so forcibly operated, 
that the commanding officer could with difficulty prevent the "principal posi- 
tion from being abandoned. Where such ardour existed, the resnlf which, 
followed might be easily anticipated. The enemy were driven from the 
lesser eminence, and their battery taken ; nor here did the movement cea^e. 
The victors followed their success into the Arab 'village, and captured if| 
the plain two guns, which were immediately spiked. The enemy, how- 
ever, soon became sensible of their recent misconduct, and evinced an in- 
tention of retrieving their loss, by reassembling in force at the foot of the 
hill. A well-timed charge, of a. troop of cavalry, led by Comet Smith 
round the base of the hill, took them unexpectedly in flank, and termi- 
nated their hopes of success. The fire henceforth slackened, and at twelve 
o’clock at noon had entirely ceased. No confident statement has been made 
of the enemy's loss, though it has been generally estimated at three hun- 
dred. That on the British side amounted to three hundred and sixy-seven*, 
including fifteen European commissioned officers ; and exceeded one-fourth 
of the number of fighting men under arms. 

The good conduct of the troops on this occasion requires no comment, 
and the dispositions made for the defence of the British interests at Nag- 
poor, appeal' to have been judicious. There were probably good reasons 
for withdrawing the 1st battalion of the 24th regiment of Native infentff, 
on the morning of the 27th, from the smaller height, smd for expecting 
that the escort, with a trifling reinforcement, would be sufficient to main-, j 
tain possession of its summit. Of the justness of this supposition .there , 
could be no doubt, had the breastwork been respectable enough riot , to be 
easily surmounted ; or had it possessed a small ditch in its , frori^ "which 


says General Lloyd, “ at Silistria fn Turkey, two squadrons attack a column or'nia^ aSoT® 
six thousand Tu/ks in this manner, ‘ whom they defeated and dispersed tn Icss^^an tlir^s',' 
minutes.” Vol. i.'.p. 58. . ■ . 4 


' • See Appendix. C. 



might have. (BXp^s^th^ efei^y^Wthe fel;(Sf , ^ "musquetjy from behind 
the grain-bags'. la the attaclp jof sneh a position, what .|he assailants suffer 
will be during^ the approach ; which, if .the charge be rhpid, will be incon- 
siderable, and this -^eingVscarcely seen by ttem, they will not deterred. 
Arrived at this teeastlrdrk, .they are as much coveifed by it as those within, 
unless ind^d it have flanking parts ; and if .it be easily surmountable, 
there appears no reason to expect that it will not be attempted, and with 
success. Even, a despicable ditch will oblige the assailants to remain for 
some time sufficiently distant from the breastwork, to be exposed to a 
severe fire.^ During this delay they will contemplate their loss and dan- 
ger, and be most probably induced to relinquish the attempt, however 
practicable. ^ . 

If such a position be attacked on all sides, and there be no more troops 
for its defence than are sufiicient to man the breastwork, it is evident that 
no part can be held in reserve. But were the case otherwise, perhaps the 
best employment of that reserve would be to sally out and take the enemy 
ill Hank by a circuit of the position, if the nature of the ground permit > 
this movement, The result can scarcely be doubted; and the issue of a 
simil{ir operation is happily illustrated in the success of Cornet Smith’s 
charge round, the base of the hill. This part of the action has demanded a 
fuller consideration, as it was evidently the crisis of the defence. 


Though some circumstances respecting the situation of the Bhtish bri- comparison of 
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gades at Poonah and Nagpoor make them proper subjects for a parallel, yet Poonah and 
there were several, and these striking dissimilarities. Colonel Burr's ^rce 
was double the strength of Colonel.Scot’s, and possessed acorps of Europeans ; 


while to Colonel Scot’s a small body of cavalry was attached. Colonel Burr 
advanced into the plain, while Colonel Scot’s paucity of numbers confined him 
to a strong position. The action at Kirkee waa from its nature necessarily ’ 
terminated in a jfhort time;. while thatjUt Seetabuldeq continued during 
eighteen hourly till bo^ nature, aad hope exhausted,; obliged the assailants 
to relinquish fiirther attaok. The energy’s fpree appears, on both occasions, 


to have been neariy equal ; but at Poonah their horse were brought more intp 
action. On thfe,B|jtis^idelt)|elCi^il ^in^tions of the Kesident were, on both 
occasioifiv.|eriii^ji^ry i\^|jah.ded} aivd;,they were obiiged to join the troops 
under 'a''Rerid)6nt at Indian'" 

Courts Ills ais|i^TO;fsft<?:^aa|i|f;|!'^i;^idehf*lMobas’sador in Eurtipe, and can- , 
not be deaqribatl b'j^aii.^cdlapaf^ok j?jvij:)i . tbe diplomatic department at 
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home. Such is the controul which the power of^the British Qp.v^rhtuent 
enables them to exercise, that they wbuld more resemble it Roman Pro- 
consul, were the military character annexed to their situation. Yet though ) 
they cannot take the command of troops, without a military conqimis^Q^rW 
they exercise judgment on military measures. A reader uhoequmnt^ 
with Indian affairs, will have seen, probably not without considerable 
surprise, in the relation of the rupture at Poonah, that the Resident Called 
on the commanding officer to quit his position, and to attack the* enemy,, 
prepared for action, in theirs. If there be such a thing as a question purely 
military, it must be such an one as this. However, therefore, tne com- 
manding officer’s obedience or disobedience to such a requisition might 
affect his subsequent employment by the Government, he would probably ^ 
feel confident in the opinion of a court-martial, on his asserting the exercise 
of his own judgment on a field of battle, with due deference to his own 
commission, after the Resident had been obliged to fly from the violence 
of the Power to whom he was accredited. 

It may be presumed that difficulties have been experienced in describing 
an exact line of demarcation for the authority of a Resident ; and that it 
has been regulated by circumstances and occasional decisions on particular 
points of reference. The present state of things has gradually arisen from 
the employment of Civil officers in the capacity of Residents ; and the as- 
sertion may be safely ventured, that no Military Resident ha^ ever inter- 
fered so much as Civilians’*^ with the exercise of the military command. 
Whence, it may be demanded, should this arise ? From the silent opera- 
tion of a habit of deference, among soldiers, to a higher military commission 
— from a respect for their profession, which considers as indecent the de- 
gradation of an officer of rank— or from a conviction of the necessity of 


* If an attempt were made to discover a similar occurrence in Europe to the ordinary ^ower 
exercised by political Residents in India, itVouldbe in the instance of Sir John ) 

in Spairt. The commanding officer’s opinion was at variance \^ith that rtf thh^^jplop^iltic agent 
with the Central Junta, and public injury naturally foUowod ; but from any conduct 

of the Government generally known, it does not appear that any advantage wiw expected* 
trammelling the judgment of the commanding oflfcerj.nr letter h^he^ blairtisd 

ing and acting on his own opinion. This instance, will no Aiowevef form aft exliict ^liral^ with 
that noticed jn^tlie text, were even the interference with the mfiitary comniis^n 
for as Gt^t Bntaift was ^ at war not uith Spain, but fur her, Mr. Frere*« 
full vigour at the time in question. ^ , ' 
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military expe^^Mi^fita . judgipgf pf' ^^itery |[iatfc ,M may 1)6 argued'on , 
this subject, that as jthe practiab reitiajas unalteredi underfcGoverffor-general 
possessing th^ high iplitkiy' cqmihissioa of a General and Comraahder-in- 
Chief, and wfirpilia# alibis lif^ipyinieedan ^ent|ove of his profession, this ■ 
circumstance must be. received a^favoiirable'to ks esfistence, and demop-, 
strative of it^’ expediency. . l/nder |>6rfecfc ignorance of his Lordship’s 
opinion on this sut^ect, it ban only be etpd, ti^^t, -pitobably, a re- 
ference ha^ nevbit ..been distinctly made by the comfeariding; oSScer of a 
subsidiary force, or that the subject has never beeh obtruded for. decision 
by an opposition on one side, equal to the encroachment on the other. 
Lord Hastings, on his arrival in India, fonnd the three Refidencies in the 
Deckan filled by Civil gentlemen of acknowledged, talents. This circura-’ 
stance considerably recommended, however indirectly, , syhatever mjght 
favourably affect their situations ; and the late transactions pf the campaign 
have shewn them to possess all the personal qualities necessary in the 
situations of danger to which they have been exposed. But these transac- 
tions afford no contradictions to the general expefiejace, , that hotyever all 
men of educatioii may be considered as equally brave, self-possession de- 
pends principally on habit. Political courage has- a special character of its 
own; and so has that quality of the mind which wijl enable the possessor 
to contemplate with firmness the nearest approach to certain dissolution, 
unaccompanied by violence, noise, ,and conflict ; but where circumstances 
so opposite to those of Civil life are brought before %e already-occupied and 
unaccustomed mind, there- will be no Cause for surprise, if, confused and 


overpowered, it shrink from thfe tiiftl. In tbfe- two present, distances, a 
previous intimacy with acenes, of 'assault was Tfiroiliar t6,jfh.e^- individuals in 
question, and during th'C lart Mahratthr'war they had .acqjuited much know- 
ledge and e^eriende ^f military afeirs. These remarks, how; 

ever, tend qbly to ptqve, that ylfhile ResiSencies* shall vbe exposed to barr . 

barons attacks; ahd'it sh|li be^cohs^q^d Sbqqd ^pqlio^ 
will be difficult *h;’. 

employ^^in charge of the^'gentlemen-.qf thqiCivil^i^}^»-lJie phl^ilic iiiiterestS A 
will he! ‘best adfaqqeSify: proetu^), k 

■such as ha%h^|f del^eU.^ 
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(M»p vu.) , t||ie„.20th of that month, Commenced his progress, lind on^lje 24th 

Beitool, a*distance of seventy-five mi},es, in' five niarches. jpn the 26th.hQ < 
had advanced thirty-one nyles further; and on receiving in the evening of: 
that day an express from, Eieutenant-coloheJ Shot, requiring his accel^atCd<; 
advance, he marched twenty miles further on the followipg ptorning^ -to 
Pandoorna. Here he separated his detachment into two parts. : Orie of 
these, composed of three troops of cavalry, six companies of NapiveJihT^ptry, . 
and the gallopers, proceeded under his own cdmmafid. The other patf/qp^,. 
sisting of four companies of Native infantry, and two field-pieces, remained, 
under Lieutenant Anquetil to bring up the baggage. That officer was joined, 
by a company of Madras Native , infantry, commanded by Captain Lucas, , 
who had been employed on a commissariat duty, collecting Bringarries. 
Lieutenant-colonel Gahan, at eight p. m. of the 27th, marched again, ;and 


Hostile indica- 
tions m various 
pa/tsot (he Nag- 
poor country. 


arrived, at nine a. m. of the 28th, at Omree, a distance of twenty-six miles. 
Here he halted a few hoursi after which, continuing his route, he readied 
Nagpoor at four a. m, of the 29th, a distance of tweuty-four ihiles.* Every 
account received from Nagpoor, immediately after the action at that place, 
concurred in representing the Rajah as much humbled by the failure of Jiis 
attack, of which he evidently declined a repetition. This appearetf^ by the 
removal of all his guns and troops from the vicinity of the Bl^itish pbsrtiphi 
The brigade, therefore, though for many successive nights they slept 
on their arms, yet felt secure against any future aggression, particttlarly on 
the arrival of Lieutenant-colbhel Gahan’s detachment,, with the expectation 
of early reinforcements from other quarters. ^ , 

While aftairs at Nagpoor. had been gradually ripejiing to a rupture, other 
parts of the dependant country were disposed not lei^s hostilely to the Bri- 
tish troops posted in their vicinity. In the Valley of the Nerbuddah this 
feeling was evident, from the middle of November, particularly ^|ipunj 
Gurhwarra, where Lieutenant- colonel Mac Morine comnianded,.a 


* It has Wn coniiidered necii^^y to deseribe this 'minutely, 

its imiKjrtanceas connected with the of aflairs at Nagpoor, but alsobeca^. 
occupied arid the d^stai^e raarchfid, ar^|msrepr,esented,uL ^. Calcutta 

1818. The inflated accounts, the camp ni;i' 

of t^t Presidency, of the smallest militerj^at' by any 6f thf troops of the; 
are in true style of eastern amplific|^|n, ^Vei^ imprudently do an vx.. 

an arOT, ^hichls independent attempt ^iher^ase celebrity.‘ ^*Th€i|^p^a^ 

the publish^ in w' 


lounto' 
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ment from the IFiftb’Divisioh, ai^ at Juhftulp*o^, ^here^iMajor^Richards' , 
was stationed^ith ^iree comphriii^a of Native infej^ry atofl'a (fetachment of 
Rohillah hofte. ’Further to the ea^wafd, similar deihohstmtionsi were ex- 
hibited to Bfigadie3%ehieral Todne, by the 'people of the Bhodslah’s frohtier 
province of Sirgdojd, Vhd/% parties of armed meo, shut up all the Ohats 
of that line in h^, frdut,' anld' prev^ti^: any communicatioj^through theih. 

The most active leirtes of tro^s were set on fo^t by the Rajah's officers, 
silently at fir^ ; and in th^ principal towns all stran|ers were rigidly exa- 
mined, on the suspicion of their being in the British employ. Such of the Na- 
tive Authorities as were least ddyoted ‘to the Mahratta cause were removed, 
and others established in power, of a more zealous and warlike disposition. 

The first effect of these demonstrations appeared at Jubbulpoor. In the Fwa on the 
beginning of December the enemy assembled there m so ranch force, that concentrated at 
Major Richards was obliged to abandon his caliitbhm'ent with a part only of 
his baggage,' and to fall back to the Nerbuddah, by the road towards 
Gurhwarra. He was preceded by a valuable convoy which had arrived in^ 
his vicinity, by the way of the MylieCr Valley. Following this convoy, he:,, 
continued his retreat to form a junction with Colonel Mac Morine. That 
officer was likewise joined by all his outposts on the river. THdse he had 
called in, considering them exposed to the danger of being separately cut 
off; as the remoteness of their situation precluded* them’ from succouring ‘ . 
each other,. The same measure was also adopted by Major Maepherson, 
who commanded at Hoossingabad. He was, inoreover, required td con- 
centrate his tropps, in consequence of demands for escorts with grain and 
ordnance, at this time Called for from the depdt under his charge. , The de- 
tachments united under tloldnel Mac Morine, commence^S' their movement 
westerly on the 10th of Jlecember, for the safe conveyance of the convoy 
and stores belonging to his fotce, to the Central dep6t at Hoossingabad, 
where he arrived on the 20th^ march witMut intermission. The 

enemy were'nOw ip full oqqupation of the Valley of the Nerbudflah, and the 
Colonel was ^^g^gejrin organizing ifis means fot.op|ra^ng actively ppinst , 
such, bodies ol^epi^ by their number might bqj tatt^bJe. /:■ 

The We of 4 ]||^di»g|enei»l; Hardyman. in, the beginning of Decern- 
ber, was st^i occufyin|[ (p-56» 57) mwchwjub- 

which he vigila, ' tnonffi, l^t‘tlie Werception pf the 
Pindafri^;„^^,^^^^^Pe]fteMe! of;^e,,.4Wii4g.,,posW^^^"-/‘ “*• • 
of affairs'‘at'Nf^^^^;;')^[^^wbyihpj^' ''ifa8ti|t^8i,j^b8f4ers were -disj^ 
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. >;patched to him to move down to the Nerbuddah, arid - Jte*'^ttehd t6 the 
requisitions of the Resident at the capital for his further advance. Should 
■ he, however, there receive undoubted information of the positive *Cora. 
mencement of hostilities, he was directed to push on with his reihfdrce- 
ment with all expedition. The Brigadier-general, accbrdifigly, cpaMhenced 
his march on the 7th of December from Myhee, with the 8th re^ment 
of cavalry, and was followed by his Majesty’s 17,th foot, and the 2d bat- 
talion of the 8th regiment of Native infantry, from Rewah and Mh^ijvr. 
(Mapii.) The former of these joined him on the 10th at Buddenpoor'. On the Mth 
(Mapvni.) his head-quarters were at Doura, from the 13th to the ifeth at Belfjhhrree, 
and on the 17th at Talwah,- having received repeated accounts during his 
progress, of Major Richards’s detachment having been obligedAo fali back 
to Nutwarra, near the river. The force with which Brigadfer-general 
• Hardyman continued his march, consisted of a. regiment of cavalry, a 
regiment of European foot, and four guns; the Native battalion being so 
far in the rear, that it was directed to halt at Bellharree till a favourable 
opportunity should offer for its junction. On his approach to.Jubbulpoor 
on the 19th, Brigadier-general Hardyman found the enemy drawn up and 
(Plan 8.) strongly posted to oppose his possession of that place. They were in num- 
bers about three thousand, of whom about- one thousand were horse, and 
stationed on the left. Their right was on a rocky eminence, where they had 
o-t- -i-j likewise four brass guns* The Brigadier-general ulaeed j'^is guns in the . 

centre with three companies of the 17lh foot on each''^j 4*^!^ them, ^d two 
( 0 . n.) companies in their rear. He sent two squadrons, under Major O’Brien, 
round the left of the enemy to cut them off from the river, masked his guns 
by another squadron, and held a squadron in rear of. his left as a reserve. 
On E^rriving near enough to the enemy’s centre, the guns being unmarked, 
opened with Shrapnel shells, and were immediately answered. was 

kept ujy for about a quarter of an hour, when the enemy’s infant^ wavered ; 
on whi^ the reserve squadron was ordered to charge the baitietyv This 
Service -v^ gallantly performed, and the artillerymen sabreA an*d pistoled,, 
at their guns. The advance squadron then attempted to charge^ ;'tlie^iii- 
iantry, who I^jd descended into the plain ; but they reascen^^Ktlfe emi- 
rA. E.j nence, and ob^ed it to return under a heavy fife. On this*, wing ofj 
the 1 7th fpot was'^'brought up by the Brigadier^general to storin thes. height! 
and efiected the same by a strenuous exertion, which ended'^^^s^^e loss 
to the enemy. Thos^wfib fled iifto ttil plmn.;, d<^vi4 th%op^()^l*s^^, were 
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mostly .ia^ceptgduD^.^&ady^ce'$|q9tadroni* which made a Vefowr jound 

tlieir righit^^ a§6|^j^5^di,.f' This alfiiiril yhich appears to have been 

creditably coa^pj^d/ apd eiScdted.yoccupied about twa; hours. Should 
any doubt ,,|rise#espi^ting the propriety of attacking the enemy’s battery 
on strong |tounid, wi|^ cayali^, die quesUoh will probably be decided by a . 
reference to the smilHoss pf; British tro6p8> ! amounting ordy to twelve men 
and twenty hptsesj" ptnoog the fcttpier. were three European* and one Na- 
tive officer. In thp course of that night and the following morning, the 
enemy abaiicloned the; town and' gwrrec, of Jubbulpoor, leaving behind them 
nine pieces of ordnance and Various military stores. Brigadier-general 
Ilardyman immediately continued his march toward* the Nerbuddah ; from 
whence he pursued his route by Chupprah. There he arrived on the 26th, 
and was met by a dispatqh from the Resident at Nagpoor, dated the 20th, 
dispensing with his further advance, and recommending him to direct his 
entire attention to such enemies as might shew themselves about the upper 
part of the river,* in consequence of Colonel Mac Morine’s movement to 
Iloossingabad. The Brigadier-general returned to Jubbulpoor on the 1st 
of January, when he was joined by the 2d battalion of the 8th regiment of 
Native infantry : this after the affair of the 19th had been ordered on from 
Belharree, and baited in order to favour the junction , of commissariat sup- 
plies and. treasure expected from the rear, without which his force was 
unprepared for further operations. , . 


Vide Appendix. D. 
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Sitbation of the Second Division of the Deckan Army. March to tlu ^1^0 ^ 

‘ pobr Brigade. Disposition for the Attack of the Rajah. Description of the ^tish 
and Enemy’s Position. Submission of the Rajah, and Attack of his insubordimfi\ 
Airny. Its dfeat with the Loss of Camp Equipage, and Giims. Rejlections o%f% 
Action of the 16M of December. The Garrison of' Nagpoor hold out, efi^ ihi Dis- 
persim of the Field Army. Description of the City, as a Place of Strength. Operations 
against the City. Unsuccessful Assault. M the Jumma Duncazza. • Camp of Ene- 
my’s Horse beaten up by Mqjor Munfs Detachment. Capitulation of the Arabs.' 
j^ections on the Attack of the City audits Failure. . Refections on the Cdpifulatimh 
March of the Arabs to Khandesh. March of Colonel Deacon’s Detachmetd from 
Hurdah to Jafferabad. 

-In pursuance of the orders addressed to Brigadiei^general Doveton^ , 
a view to the eventual siege of .^^seergliur (p. 82), that’ officer or^^r^ 
his small battering- train and en^neer’s park,' with his Majestj^s 110581 
Scots, and eight companies of the 1st battalion of the 2d regiment of.Ka- 
tive infantry, down a Ghat to the eastward of Badoolah, by the fbude. 
Ghickly, Pulladug, and Tarrapbor, to Ko^Uee. This'detaeWenf^a^Gora* 
iogly marched on the 24th of November, under the coin.m'^“'#ti^|g^||'' i 
colonel Macleod of his Majesty’s Royal Scots f the Hea^-q^ket^ 
Second Division still remaining' At Jafferabad/ ilt will be fecollebi^ 
TDaptaiii Davies’s detachnient, which took ’upvthb position o; 

■(Vision on its retrograde movement, was ordered to Tollow Brijga^ielf-S; 
■'^]^|th to Poobah, on account of his gTeit want of ,cbtaljty;:aa4'fb 
/ #hlit :* the vacancy so occasioned would ,bt(‘ shortly filled ,:!^ ;b'^ 
l^ieutenant-colpner Deacon’s detabnident; “ At t^p^^ 

• i«i4^k¥(;ids order was^'rpeeived, affairb/id^liat ^batteir ^ 

^|n consequeicb of the appeajranc^foi.Kadj^^ 


, ;Pb;ndil»'t'p4kisatti^/.^ ,the' Peishb^//v^bb^i&6<M^ied' 




m 
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influence^- &*.j;o^^^b|e p^ty jp the jcOwntry. It acpctfcliDgly app^red 
impractica^|^^^lp§^tlcp spirit. 6f 8^ 'fhom^ j^slpp’s orders, to deprive 
that line, of Cap^tijjOaTief's detachmlfeiit, previously to the arrival of Lieu- 
tenant-cp|oflel 0eacon’a^rce; and Brigadief-general Doviiton foimdhim- 
self justified in maintaining the' existing dispositions- 

On the 29th of N^ember, Brigadier-general Doyeton received a, dis- 
patch from the Residepi ht Nagpoor. dated on the 25th, requesting, in con- 
sequence of '^e designs eyinced by the Rajah; that'he ytould march imme- 
diately on iSIichapoOr ; and if he did not receive further advice, that^he 
would contihde jSis adi^anhe op; the capital, the Second Division accord- 
ingly moved, at ten o, clock of the same day, from Jatferabad, proposing to 
proceed by forced marches. At this time Major Pitman commanded a de- 
tachment of the Nizam’s troops, consisting of two battalions with guns, and 
a thousand reformed horse, at Mortizapoor, near Oomrouttee. He likewise 


received a requisition, from the Resident at Nagpoor, for his speedy advance. 
It was the more Important that this corps should reach a convenient situa- 
tion, as the 2d battalion of the 24th regiment of Native infantjy, not having 
received the order directing them to march on Oomrouttee, had joined 
Brigadier-general Doveton’s head-quarters, at Jafferabad, on the 22d of 
November. On the arrival of the division at Lackfenwarree, on the Ist pf 
December, further dispatches were received from Mri Jenkins, which de- 
termined the Brigadier-general to take the direct road to Nagpoor. He 
learned at the same, time, that Major Pitman, on a similar requisition, was 
pushing forward with all practicable expedition. These appearances in- 
duced the Brigadier-general , to order Lieutenant-colonel Macjeod’s detach- 
ment, with the battering-train, to follow as quickly as possible^ conceiving 
ipiraediate siege of Asseerghur to be an object comparatively of no im- 
ports&e. On the 4th of December he was at Koorunkeir, and there^re- 
ceiving auth|^ip,accountsof the failure of the Bhooslah’is attack, he directed 
the batteripg-tra^ to halt at Akolah under the protCction.of the Ut ba^ion 
of the 2<![ re^menli4 and his Majesty’s Royal Scots to ccntkue them march 
to Na^pqn 6th, information was received at Rapohry ftiat the two 

chiefs at th^e hea^. of abo^. the Kh^dosb Ghats, 

having foupd acdo^^ of ^p;,;yigi)iahc!e'*df Cap^in*^Da- 

viess ,dfetaci|ment|^--^|i0^irj)ree8giid' field, h^severaliy disc's, 

persed. .Ge'nej^V,|lh^|d|,j|^f^ directed, .thajt.' Gofps'.;!tb proceed,,, aa 

previously otde^; fr) Rlinithi* ieinng eight hundred 
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reformed- horse, under Lieutenaftit Hamilton, in the vicinity W Ryl^apoor; 
.^ut this vi^as subsequently countermanded, in obedience? ; 

Thomas Hislop, and Lieutenant Hamilton’s party'-was oM^^ 

On the 7th, the Head-quarters of the Second Divisioii were foihed 
routtee .by the Royal Scots, and on the following day th^ were at 
gaum. ‘ Tt was the Brigadier-general’s intention to reach , the 

i 3th ; buit having in the meanwhile received an urgent request to nSe 
expedition, he arrived there by forced marches, oh the 12th, witfr— < 

The Horse Artillery, 

6th Regiment of Native Cavtt%, 

The Royal Scots,' 

Wallajahbad Light Infantry, and 
r 1st Battalion of the 2d Regiment, T 
Flank Companies J 1st Battalion of the 11th Regiment, 1 ■ . 

oftlie S 2d Battalion of the 13th Regiment, 

|^2d Battalion of the 24th Regiment, J . 

and occupied a position in rear of the Residency and the Nagah nver. 
Major Pitman’s detachment, with, the exception of a few hundred horse left 
at the Wurdah, had previously arrived on the 5th; and on the 13th, : the 
rear of the Second Division, under Lieutenant-colonel Mackellar, rejoined 

its Head-quarters. . , , . , • 

Ever since the 26th of November the Rajah had evinced his qesire to 

come to terms with the Resident; but Mr. Jenkins, conscious of the weak- 
ness of bis ground till the brigade should be reinforced,- waved all negotia- 
tion in the absence of Brigadier-general Doveton’s divisioq. The excessive 
fatigue- which the troops had endured, on their recent march, rendered ne- 
cessary some days’ rest, previous to any other arduous und'ei;tak^,^..^i* 
consequently postponed a communication to "the Rajah, of Jhe cb^i^^Pjns 
which would be offered him. On the afternoon of the ISth,’ ^ll ^'^tores 
and baggage were sent to the foot of , the Seetabuldee hiU§, as 
■ position, under the protection of the Is^^b^ttalion of the 20th regime 
' 1st battalion of the 24th regiment, and a battalion of the Nizam’||^i^mflt;^„ ,. 
and the troops under the immediate command of the Brigadier-ge^^ slept;’ 
bn their arms, that night, in order of battle. Affor the^. pie^r%b#/ : . 

Rajah was allowed till the morning to accept , of .the ternjslvf^e^k^ qcen'i 
previously proposed to him. They were a&'follovyjs :-4Tb repair in -person, ^ 
to the Residency;— to surrender his guns, and orde| his^robps'!4^dispersCi(s 
immediately -to cede the Valley ^|ithe Nerbuddali, includiii| #T!arV|?se8 


' 



ofChouraghur ^'<1 with certJt^,(Hstricts above the Ghats, and 

east of tbh„Wynd ,Guij^j-^o placfi.|he^jC,on^gent of Korse under the com- 
mand of British 0pce^,. the dblleCtibn'of.jfis revenue under ihe super- 
intendence of tlje Resident, Ris Acquiescence ^as received at the ap- 
pointed hodfi but as he dhlhy|d to copie into^U^ Residency as "required, 
the troops got.dnto motion early in the day, dnd assumed a position on 
the right of the Resideqgy'and ppppsite to the enemy, whose most advanced (». n.j 
post was distant about a mile and a half, ' The cavalry-brigade, coipmafided*^ 
by Lieutenant-bblonel Gahan, was pn the right, and was composed of the 6th 
Bengal and 6th Madtas Native cavalry, with a horse-artillery battery of-six 
six-pounder field- pieces. To the cavalry succeeded, on their left, the infantry- 
brigade of Lieutenant-colonel Madleod, consisting of a wing of his Majesty’s 
Royal Scots, the Wallajahbad light-infantry, the 2d battalion of the 13th regi- 
ment of Native infantry, the Ist battalion of the22d regiment of Bengal Native 
infantry, and the flank-corapanics of the 1st battalion of the 2d regiment of 
Native infantry. Next, that of Lietftenant-colonel Mackellar, composed of 
a division of his Majesty’s Royal Scots, the 2d battalion of the 24th regiment 
of Native infantry, and a detachment of horse-artillery. On the left of the 
whole line were a division of his Majesty’s Royal’Scots, the 1st battalion of 
the 11th regiment of Native infantry, a detachment of foot-artillery and 
saj)pers and miners, forming the brigade of Lieutenant-colonel Scot. The 
line was supported by a reserve of infantry*, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant-colon^ Stewart ; and the principal battery, under Lieutenant-colonel 
Crosdill commanding the artillery, was immediately ini rear of Lieutenant- 
colonel Maclepd’s brigade, ready to be brought into action when required. 

Of the remaining foOt-artillery guns, foUr were attached to Lieutenant-colonel 
Scot’s brigade, and two to that of Lieutenant-colonel Mackellar. The Berar 
infaijtry, under Major Pitman, were in the rear of Lieutenant-colonel Scot’s 
briga4e, but were not brought into action, being sent back, as soon as the 
line advance^, tp escort the baggage of the division to its new ground. 

On theleft bfthe British ’position was an enclosed garden, and beyond Description of 

1. "iv y- ' V L' vt. r i !♦ 1 1 the British and 

it the Naeah Nuddee. a snihll riv^r which ran from hence past the enemy s thcEncmy^ 

• 1 1 j . rt t • /i ' ' I position. 

nght, and woi|ld consequently cover the flank of a movement from either 
side. Thred rkvinies,! tefmihatiag in the bed of tbe river, c^oSsed 

the space which intervened lietWeen thb Bn^b infantry and the ehemy ; 

; I- ^ 

* of Native infantry, from the hrigs4e! ' 
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front, and to the right of thfe cjw’jdjiiy5:>'ihe 'country was o’j^n attd' ltf 
iiiterf^cted; The enemy’s ordei' and posfrion, being leks 
difficult to be described. It u/as marked by’ the inequalities 
'; and by several />e<teAi, betMreen and arifiaind which was a thick piaS'wipff 
trees. His advanced post occupied this cover, in front of which, toWardiP 
the right, was a heavy battery of fourteen guns, in rear of a ravine. Ih rear 
of the pettahs was a tank towards the left, from the extremity of whiCli^ a 
ra;Vine ei^etided to the river. In rear of this ravine were other BatteiiP|', 
of various numbers of guns ; while to the left of the tank was a third battei^'^ 
of siX'guns. Along the rear of these points Vas drawn rrp the enehl^’#' 
army of twenty-one thousand men, of whom fourteen thousand were hoc^e.l 
Between the batteries and the' was an open space, to give a' favouir-' 
able effect to their guns. On their left was a deep ravine, and their rear * 
was quite open. It only remains to be explained, that beyond the riveif lJiy 
the city of N£^poor,tfrom the walls of which all the movements, on . both 
sides, could be j)erceived. ’ 

Matters were in this state when, at nine a. m., after many efforts to prd- 
crastinate decisive measures, the Rajah arrived at the Resid^cy, and pro- 
mised that all his guns should be surrendered to the British troops at twelve 
o’clock at noon, by an agent whom he sent to attend on Brigadier-general* 
Doveton. The whole forpe accordingly got into motion, in battalion-columns 
of divisions, from the right, followed by the reserve in line, and marched dh 
parallel lines towards the enemy, all the intervening ravines bmng passable. 
The enemy were unprepared to defend the first battery of fourteen guns, 
which were taken possession of, and placed under the charge of Lieutenaht- 
colonel Scot’s brigade. On entering the plantation and passing between ^ 
ikiQ pettahs, a sharp fire of musquetry opened from that of Sookandurfete,'"on 
the right of the British infantry. This did not interrupt their adyanc©'-mto . 
the plain beyond it, within cannpnTrange of the enemy’s 
HereAhe line” of infantry formed, previoiis to their a'ttdbk of the '|iai^ri,ei;^’'s 
their front/ from which an incessant fire wps ipaintained. the 
the catalry brigade and horse-artilleiy nfoVed rpnnd the pettjahs in th 
order is^the infantry, fraying a reserve frf frne hundred men frpifr bac^^^s- 

tfr^fr, id reat'"6f the columns of regiments^; Afr 

they h^ palsei ;Spokandurree on theitf tleft,. they!”f6untL 
front ,pf tll^renem;^> left battery,; -^hicl^was supported fr^ a 
horse .and lFopt.^v^^hey/Tmmediate|^ 




Vv 



Wse® I& suipi&e, for 

thp._^nem|^,;g|^^4p|^^At4y insj^tiy/cbarged, " 

carrM si^ppbr^g it-* w^h 

fled right. »v^ wjms cont^ued ia thatdirectiQh by 

theraai-^bf the taalc, tilj|t>^^pd, hatter j|,oC ^e enemy opeh^id^“^ '^^ was 
carriedjh the fame stylef whe1(i the brigatfe was .obliged* to halt for the re- 
covery ordexj,. and to let tibe horserartillery form battery. 'Hieyhad 
already advanced^ considerably beyond the infantry,, and their insulated 
situation ebcoutaged a body of the .enemy’s horse in their front to evince 
an intention of chh|ging in turn. But the timely fire of the horse-artillery, 
which opened with happy effect - oh so deep a mass,' checked their advancet 
and the cavalry being re-fbrmed./ollowed up the impression, and continued 
their pursuit while they could keep up with the fugitives. ■ 

The second battery which the cavalry charged, remained but a short time- 
in their possession, ,as their attention was immediately directed to the force 
supporting it. The enemy accordingly resumed their guns, and were pre’;> 
pared to re-open them against the British line of infantry advancing be- 
tween the tank.and the river. The brigades under Lieutenant-colonels Mac- 
lood and Mackellar were now ordered to charge the enemy's right battery, 
and executed these orders with gallantry and success ; advancing after- 
wards against the enemy’s right, which retired before them. The centre 
battery was attacked by the reserve under Lieutenant-^colonel. Stewart*. with 
similar effect. On both occasions, the artillery under Lieutenant-colonel 
Crosdill, materially contributed to the successful result. .It was now half- 
past one ; the enemy had been driven from kll their positions, /they left their 
camp standing, and, forty elephants, with forty-one guns in battery, besides 
twenty- three in a neighbouring dep6t. The light infantry were sent for-, 
ward, to support the pursuit by the cavalry, which continued about five.; 
miles ; and the forcer encamped on the Nagah -river, fronting it and the city, I 
The loss of ihe eneniy on this occasion was principally in the pursuit, tod* 
thsrefor^ difficijJt..to be estimated ; but it may be concluded, from their 
early abandbnhfent; of t^efr.vppsition, that it .was iu.considerabi.bi On the 
side of the.BritMb^|b,rce^;^re were one hundred ahd forty-bae* killed and 
wounded. ^.The j^^jands*-bei0g, chiefly b.y caimoa-sbot, m^ny subsequfent 

deaths were the cohalciUfinGe. » ' 


Which is de- 
feated, with the 
loss of ihcir 
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From the occurrences otthis d 9 iy>^jtt..iappears, th^^;Jeither ;thh’^^^a:. 
my were unprepared for the attack, or,! there waS aomh^^div^ion in 
• councils. The Rajah either gave, or with^ldV the o^r for,hU^O^ 
^surrender his guns. , In the latter case, it js nj)^ surpr^^^ 
sidered it necessary to make some attempticait repe^iug ah u^expS||^^ 
vance on them, and that the first battery was abandoned 
to bring up troops to its support. All the guns m it wp^jfo^.iho^Vir^ 
primed and loaded, and were evidently intended for fesistahee. .j^ad-the' 
Rajah given orders for their shrrender,' it is as Ijttle surpipjsinfthat those 
orders should be disregarded on his abandoning his trbop^^ As they oonr 
sisted of several separate corps, there, was also the lessvehanee of •an'>'^ipii 
of opinion in regard to their own defence. ' Had .their plhns been concerted, 
it was evidently their policy to throw all their infantry among the j^tahs, 
and to oblige the British to form in its front for^ the attack) and.wh^ 
beaten out, they had always a retreat open on the city,.;!0r to their cavalry. 
Their guns likewise should have occupied the same position as proposed for 
their infantry, who would have defended them, and been defended in. re- 
turn. They were of no use, and likely to be of none, to tl^ir cavalry ; nor 
were their cavalry likely to be of more use to the guns ; ‘ for betwej^fi them, 
if the expression may be allowed, there was no naturd sympathy., .The 
guns of an Indian army, in a field of action, are generally immova^y .and 
their cavalry are all motion. The object of the batteries is to fire as loirg as 
possible previously to being taken ; and of the horse, to secure* their ret.r?at, 
if discomfited, unfettered by any incumbrance. But it would b6S><Sii Idl^ 


speculation to investigate further what might have been . best disposi- 
tions for an army not resolved on profiting by the best.,; "Ehey^ 'deu|^, evi- 
dently was, to maintain their ground till the batteries w|sjfiB%orme^^p!'‘the 
hopes that during . that operation some occasion might 
their action, without risk ; and as soon as the batteries shoul4^'> ^e m>.|t> 
retreat as quickly as possible from a hopeless posture.^ Let 
sion be supposed to detract at all from the merit of the Bntisb of 

their commander, , oh this occasion. The whole dis'p^llitioh 
calcula.ted for the service to be performed, particul^ly as it 
cavalfy; IJhbhgh their impetuosity in ^b^doning a][j[ cofii«l^liatt?wi^f^o 
infahtry,' While the enem/yeit tnaintaihed^ihfehf gibi^yt incgrrlii|.,a t^f^^ 
which' Success forms the best Uj^logy.. The movementis;t»f 
described asf'resambling the manoeuvres of a v peaceable 
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the experienced officer who comm^inded, they insured a result subject to 
no contingency but that of a greater or less amount of loss in its accom- 
plishment. , . , 

The field army of Nagpoor was, in consequence of the events of the TheCtrisonof 

, , “mi 1 • /» Nagpoor hold 

16th of December, m a maimer broken up. The chiefs who remained with out, after the 
the divided troops, were unsupported by the authority of the Eajah, and the Field Army, 
they were naturally expected to act in detached parties, unless some officer 
of influence should arise among them and assemble their forces. The horse 
were scattered over the country, but a considerable body was collected 
about Ramteak. In the city, however, there was a sturdy band of five 
thousand Arabs and Hindoostanees, who insisted on extraordinary ferms 
before they would surrender, even at the order of the Prince they served. 

Their arrears were paid' by the Rajah, and every security was offered for 
their inarch out of his territories, but without effect. It became necessary 
therefore to besiege them, and the battering-train from Akolah, where it had 
been left, (p. 123.) was ordered on for this purpose. * 

For understanding more eorrectly the nature of this undertaking, the Descf'puon of 

^ ^ ^ the City as a 

niaa'uitude of which was felt from the first, some description of the city of pi»ccof 

^ <t, I . J strength, 

Nagpoor will here be proper. Ihe central part is surrounded by an imper- ^ j 

feet wall of about three miles, with round towers.. Without this inclosure 
are extensive suburbs, which extend the circumference of the city to about 
seven miles. Its principal strength, considering the nature of the garrison, 
consisted in a number of well-built houses, each of which, if defended, 
required an independent attack ; and there are perhaps no troops in the 
world better calculated for their defence than a body of Arabs in India, 
or these, three thousand were estimated to.be present on this occasion. 

Within the walls, and near the centre, was the palace, which formed a spe- 
cies of citadel, and from its situation, as well as the nature of the works, 
promised to the possessors of it the command of the city. But the diffi- 
culty pf approaching it formed an insuperable bar to its acquisition by *any 
mean^flike a coup-de-^nain ; for the avenue leading to it from the gates, con- 
sisted of narrow streets, composed ot houses from which a most destruc- 
tive loss must Ijigive been ^sustained, before an attempt could have been 
made to escalacte It was therefore proposed to advance cautiously, and 
to clear away gl^dually, by means of artillery, such obstacles as might 
oppose themselves to a conflict, at the last, on more equal terms. The bumh 
.or dyke, of the tank called Jumma Talao, which lies between the City and 
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th^s'Seetabuldee hills, offered several favourable circumstances for the BjfO'J 
posed attack by the gate called Jumipa Dufwazza. It raakbs twp,^hglcp 
inclosing the water of this reserigpir, by^^hich two isidels^fprm^a^proaeheii;; 
and the other a parallel, tp the Wst^ace of the city withiii toe'e^undrssd'- 
and fifty yards ; while its elevatioii gives” it a considerable command b|er 
the scattered houses, bf that quarter, and an advantage over the ground/ 
opposite the remaining sides, for the purposes of attack. . . 

On the. west fece, it was therefore resolved to commence the Qperjations. 
Accordingly, on the 19th of Depember, the whole of the requisite mate, 
rials having been prepared, the first advance was made from Seeta- ' 
buldee,'‘to a point on the dyke within eight hundred yards of ,the.^mma 
DurWazza, and a howitzer battery was constructed, with an,,|ntrehchment 
for a sufficient, number of men to protect it. On the 20th, a further ' ad- 
vance was made, of four hundred and, fifty yards, which established the 
attack within three, hundred yards of th® gate, or Jumma,J)urwazza, and 
occupied the part of the dyke parallel t^the wall. This operation was- natu- 
rally attended with more delay and difficulty than that of the first day, as 
the .sappers were much exposed to the fire from the houses' and the work 
in consequence wasi frequently interrupted. The , advantages attending it 
vvere however considerable, as good cover was at once enjoyed for the, am- 
munition, stores, and troops on duty and for the batteries was obtained 
already-formed breastwork, requiring no further labour than was nej;es- 
sary'to cut embrasures. On the 21st, all operations were suspended, the 
enemy having expressed a desire to evacuate the city.„. The negotiation 
having terminated fruitlesdy, on the 22d a howitzer battery was con- 
structed, to dislodge them from different buildings, and the entire eastern 
extremity of the bmtd was inirenched. At the same time the. enemy were 
driven from the houses between the batteries and the city- wall, aa^ d^ach- 
ments under Colonel Scot and Major Pitman occupied positipps for the 
pretention of their return. During the night, five of the enemy’s captur^ 
..guns M'ere placed in battery to bear on the gateway anf^adjoining defences. 
On the 23d, the whole structure of the arch w&s brought down' Ijy tlfeifffire, 
and presented a breach apparently practicable. A lodgement herp promi^d 
(Considerable facility towards battering in bjreach the pa|^ce, which was 
only two hundred and fifty yards distant; and the necessary -'p)rep«|^1aons 
wer^ p'urpose. 
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Major Pitman’s 'iietaebmept'^as directed srttf occupy, on the following 
morning, %«trong fexten^e budding,. in 'Sdvance of his previous position; JammaDur- 
and LieoteU|i^t-colonel Scot’s detachment yras ordered %o gain "possession (., ) 
of the Tbolsfee Baugh, heiEur a ga|e.of thalname in thi^ centre of the southern 
face. The pbjedt of these attacks was, to drive the enemy from i^oipe posi- 
tions they still occupied w^tho^t the walls,- to the annoyance of the be- 
siegers ; to close on the enemy, and to distract them by a double attack. 

For the breachiM^as allotted one company of the Royal Scots, five compa- 
nies of Native injSintry, '; with a detail of sappers and miners,; tmd in the 
trenches, as a reserve, another company of Europeans and four companies . 

. of Native infantry. The three movements were to take place at the same 
moment. The signal for the advance was given at half past eight a. m., 
when the storming party darted forward from' the trenches, and imme- 
diately gained the top of the breach. A few men followed the engi- 
neer, Lieutenant Davis, to the bottom of the rubbish on the other side : 
but the enemy kept up so warm a fire under cover, that the storming party 
sought for shelter behind adjacent walls, and were called off by the Briga- ^ 
dier-general, under whose immediate inspection the assault had been made. 
Lieutenant-colonel Scot’s attack on the Toolsee Baugh, which Was made 
with two companies of Europeans^ two Native flank companies, and a Na- 
tive battalion, succeeded completely ; but as the position was reported tp 
be untenable, and the storm of the Jummft Dutwazza had failed, the de- 
tachment was ordered to return to its original position. Major Pitman s 
detachment, which had likewise executed its orders, was directed to. adopt 
the same course ; and the troops assumed the positions they had occupied 
before the assault. The loss of the besiegers, from the lOth to the 24th, 
amounted to three, hundred and seven*, including ten European commis- 
sioned officers ; but that of the enemy, on account of the advantages of 


their situation, probably did not exceed fifty. , .. 

While the operations of. the siege were in progress, Brigadier-getteral 
Doveton’s attentmn had been likewise directed to the security of some Brin- 
garry supplies 6^ grain, which had been for some time assembling, and we]re Munfs detach 
heard of on tfi^ 'Slst, in ^ the direction of ^mtekk, where Hhe principal (Mapvm.) 
force of the enemy’s horse was collected. A ^respectable body of these . ^ 


,y 



* Vide Appendix. F. 
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advanced on that day so near the British camp as to be visible from the top 
of Seetabuldee ; and the Brigadier-general considered that a -favoura- 
ble opportunity olfered itself for making an impression on them, and^ at 
the same time for securing the convoy. A detachment, consisting of the, 
Gth regiment of Native cavalry, the Wallajahbad light infantry, and* four 
hor^e-artillery guns, was placed under the orders of Major Munt, who 
marched it off in the beginning of the night by Corumna and Warreegaumy 
at which latter place many of the enemy had found projection . after the 
action of the 16th. The detachment arrived at two o’clock a. m. of the 
22d, and passing under the walls of the fort, was immediately in front of 
an encampment of horse, which was accessible alone through the ravines 
that surrounded it. The horse-artillery opened a fire on it, in front, within 
thirty yards, while the cavalry made a detour, by the left, to intercept the 
fugitives, and the light infantry a similar movement by the right, to clear 
an inclosure thickly planted, where several of the enemy had sought re- 
fuge. The surprise was so complete that they could offer no opposition ; 
and their flight, towards Ramteak, was made at the expense of a heavy 
loss. Major Munt re-assembled his detachment, and proceeding in search 
of the convoy, without halting, arrived within eight miles of Ramteak at 
eight A, M. The enemy had, however, received the alarm, with the fu- 
gitives from Warreegaum, on which they instantly decamped. As theij 
precipitation precluded any repetition of the attack, the Major took nine 
thousand Bringarries under his charge, and on the following morning escort- 
ed them into camp at Nagpoor. 

Capuulaiion of Though the attack of t!ie 24th had failed in its immediate object, the 
determination it evinced had made a serious impression on the garrison. 
Un the following day, they rene.wed their oifera to evacuate the city ; and 
in order to be heard with more confidence than they were entitled to from 
^ their former overtures, they sent out their principal chief, or Peerzadah, to 
conduct the negotiation. The arrangement of the capitulation decupied 
till the 29 th, when the following terms were granted : • A gratui|y^,of fifty 
. thousand rupees ; security for their personal property a safe conduct 
‘'under a British oflicer td Mulkapoor, and their^disedarge there on the pro- 
mise of not entering Asseerghuf. The three thousand Arabs marclied 
out by the Booteah gate on the 30th at noon, when the dity yaa Mnje- 
diately occupied by the detachment under Lieutengnt-colphel ^cot^^in-, 
forced by the 22d Bengal Native infantry^ ^d some addition^ danfc cdip- 
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panies. Judiciou^' arrangdments were also made for the prevention of any 
disturbance between the inhabitants and the new garrison. 

The si^e and capitulation of Nagpoor deserve some special reflections, 
though there remain to be related hereafter other striking instances of 
the obstinacy of Arabs, and of the petulancy with which they have been 
attacked. Their first demand was for' the payment of their arrears and 
the security of their private property. This being acceded to and their 
arrears discharged, they immediately advanced a demand for a gratuity 
of fifty thousand rupees when called on to evacuate the city.* Such an 
occurrence as thb hostility of a place which might be almost called an open 
town, some parts of its wall being only three feet high, had never been con- 
templated. The division under Brigadier-general Doveton was therefore 
so far unprepared for it, that his small battering-train and engiii^er’s park 
were still in the vicinity of Akolah, and no less than fifteen days were ne- 
cessary to bring on these equipments. There was accordingly a strong 
inducement to attempt the reduction of the place with as many of the 
captured guns as might be fit for use in the hands of the British artillery- 
men ; and as the fortitude of Arabs had, at this period of the war, been less 
known, they might be expected to submit when they saw a determination 
evinced to use the means of force. The enemy might also have made more 
resistance than they appear to have done, in the suburb leading to the Jumma 
Durwazza. Their relinquishment of that position without a contest, might 
indeed be considered as an indication of their intention to withhold their se- 
rious opposition and subsequent capitulation till the besiegers should approach 
the palace. Still these considerations will not justify the attack of a breach, 
distant three hundred yards from the nearest part of the trenchesj with the 
approach to it through a street raked by a fire of musquetry, without any 
place in its immediate vicinity to be occupied in security if found impracti- 
cable, without the knowledge of cover on the other side, and with the ne- 
cessity of constructing an artificial lodgment, should such be attempted, 
under an insupportable fire of musquetry from places of absolute security. 
For this cover must have been procured within the walls, as the breach 
formed a space too inconsiderable for that purpose, and was even taken in 


* It is stated on gooS authority^ t^af when desired to give a receipt for their arrears, they sent 
two leaden balls ; which, with' otli^r ’^rdiUnstances, lias induced the belief, that they were secretly 
instigated by the Rajah to oppose the ex^ution of his mock endeavours to get rid of them. 
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, reverse by some of the enemy who subsequently datM to icome buff If ft 
bte said that too much reliance was placed on the observation, that “ fortune 
; < favours the,, brave,” the enemy may be expected to dispute that title, or ' at 
least to claim a full participation of if. They subsequently expressed their 
astonishment, in no vei^ flattering terms, that the assault so boldly und^rT 
taken should have been so soon relinquished ; while, they eulogized the ^n- 
spicuous conduct of Lieut. Bell, of the Royals, who was killed in the breaclC 
The abandonment of the attack, whether it be or be not called premature^ 
proceeded . from a cause which will always aflect the best troops." ' They 
saw no advantage to be obtained ; and however lavish was fhe engineer of 
his own safety, there was no prospect of gaining cover. The resppnsibi- 
lity attaching to the Brigadier-general on this occasion, will not implicate 
his judgment. He long resisted the representations of his engineer * ; but 
his disposition, which rendered him far from self-opinionated, induced him to 
accede to the confldeut importunities of the professional officer. Whatever 
might have been his regret at this failure, he disdained to throw off him- 
self any of the responsibility attaching to it, and eulogized in his report 
both his adviser and his troops. 

The Arabs had now, favourable grounds for renewing their offer of surren- 
der on the following day; and though the acquiescence in Uieir continued 
demand of the gratuity must have been more galling than ever, there were 
strong reasons for aeceding to it. In fact, the caprice and faithlessness 
with which they had made their first demand, had left no security against 
a repetition, should it even , be granted. But now the enemy must have 
known, that more means would be brought forward to ensure their reduc- 
tion ; and^that therefore, in proportion as the preseiit circumstances were 
favotirablb to them, the protraction of theirt surrendp would ipbrit more 
vindictive treatment : so that,,,the same state of affairs afforded an atgunient 
for acquiescence in their demands, and for confidence in their faithv It 
was a most important object to get them out of a position, vvhich otherwise 
must give occupation to half the field forces of the Dfeckan, while in^other 
quarters there were most pressing demands. The period diuing whifib 
forces might be thus engaged would not, probably, be lesa tha# four or f 


* petulance and courage, was a^e^wards. killed at the siege of lifi* 

gaum, while discliarging his dvjty with that characteristiic zeal and self-devotion ^hich^l 
controuk ' ' ^ ' 
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weeks, including ihe time relfaired^ for tlie arriyal^of the biattering-train. It 
niight even<be longer, '^Uiout imagining a -eecond Smgossa ; Ipr though 
the Ar^bs h‘av|.nl> patriotic 4bntiment, they possess a degree of fortitude de- 
rived frbm,/)tlier causds?©! e^ual efficacy. The scattered field army would 
have hac( time and encouragement tp, re-assemt>le j and under this view so 
many chances, appeared productive of a protracted struggle, that the Briga- 
dier-general mighkt -fintd Sufficient cause for disregarding the sentiments of his 
division, ted ’they been obtruded on him, and for coinciding with the Re- 
sident in. favour of the measure which was ultimately adopted. The feel- 
ings of the troops, situated asthey were, were naturally adverse to a com- 
promise. Many instances are to be found of a similar disposition under 
similar circumstances ; but as the responsibility rests solely on the com- 
mander, he must be considered as the only proper judge ; nor do troops 
always justify their seeming impatience, when brought back to an attack 
where they have been once unsuccessful. 

Lieutenant Sherift', of the Commissariat, was deputed by the Brigadier- Match ot the 
general, to accompany the Arabs as far as Mulkapoor, in order to exact Khaodesh. 
the performance of their engagements, and to give them the promised se- 
curity. They commenced their march from Nagpoor, on the Ist of 
.laniiary ; and on the 21st, the majority of them arrived at Mulkapoor by 
tlie route of Akolah. During the march, two bodies separated, and went 
oft indei)endently towards Ilydrabad. Their conduct was, at first, very 
unruly ; and their manners and appearance so barbarous and uncouth, as 
might well be calculated to embarrass an individual, attended by an in- 
considerable escort. They were however reduced to -much order and 
obedience, considering their habits ; and on parting from Lieutenant Sheriff, 
they evinced their esteem I'or lus character, and gratitude for his treatment 
of them, by requesting his acceptance of such articles as were in their 
power to offer. They were latterly accompanied by Lieutenant Hamilton’s 
rumlah of horse, to prevent the execution of any design they might have 
formed, of gaining Asseerghur from Mulkapoor. On their leaving that 
some rttepnderstanding regarding, the road to be pursued to Khan- 
causa, of a few of their men being wounded ; but the piistake 
^Hfearethujp, a,^ they pursued their route to the westward. They were 
, a part bX'fbe couutry:.>where they had a prospect of immediately 

cause. It was full of strong 
tl|^^ C|^(|^a<b|;;6^rat^^ yet made it a ‘thliatre of hos- 
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tilities; Colonel Deacon’s detachment, which had b<een originally sent 
Khandesh to replace the Fourth Division, having, as already .men^oned ^ 
(p. 81), been subsequently ordered to take the place of the Second 
Division. 

It will be recollected that the detachment in question marched from 
Hurdah, on the 20th of November, (p. 81.) by the route . of Kiindwah. 
As ' far as that place, the nature of the country and the disposition of ijg 
inhabitants had been already ascertained. The detachment was he^e 
joiried by Sulabut Khan’s contingent, which had been previously detached,. 
On the 26th of November, Colonel Deacon was at Beekungaum, and on 
the 28th, at Kurgoun, both of them respectably sized towns ; buf even 
their names were till then unknown to the British. This line being quife 
free from the enemy’s troops, every facility which the confined resources 
of the country permitted, was afforded to the progress of the detachment. 
On the 3d of December it effected the descent of the Seindwah Ghat, 
without having suffered any molestation from the Beels*, who infest the 
hilly tracts, and generally annoy the rear of a line of march. This part 
of the country, however, afforded no supplies. The detachment was 
therefore obliged to divide in search of th#m ; Sulabut Khan’s contingent 
proceeding down the Taptee to Seerpoor, and the British brigade to Talneir. 
There it crossed that river, and halted from the 5th to the 7th, to favour 
the rejunction of the Nuwaub. Lieutenant-colonel Deacon marched, on 
the 8th, to Betawud, and to Maundul on the 10th ; while Sulabut Khan, 
on the 9th, crossed the river to Pattun, and arrived the following day at 
Soangheir, where the two corps were distant from each other only six 
miles. The disposition of this part of the country had begun to manifest 
itself since the detachment crossed the river. At Sindkeir, near Pattun, 
Sulabut Khan’s camp was fired on; but apologies were subsequently 
made for this aggression. A communication was now open with Captain ' 
Davies above the Ghats; and the present position appearing generally 
advantageous for the fulfilment of his instructions. Colonel Deacon ^solved 
to halt here for further orders. These he received on the 11th, and on the 


* The Beels, or Bheels, are savage tribes, supposed Aborigines, whp,^ principally inhabit the 
mountainous tracts between the Dcckan and Goozerat, and between the Deckan and * 

their arms are bow and arrows. 




>hefe he;lrfived op tK? inh;f6iroyd at a 
shoWMMtatices % ^|^aub..^.Oi ascending the Ghats, he reeled 
repeated advipes of the moV^^^ of the Peish^ah.’ fr^ .% yiciflif| of 
Pootiah, towards the nortWard. ra^bsed to be for th§ purpbi*of ,fav6ur. 
ing the jnncliod of Jus texrrtiihistlr ^riinbuc:kje,e, little 

had ^en hewd K|iehde8h dyrin^iJhe,. march' through !^V ^iroVince. 
Accounts, alsci^^^ed of the passage dt a body of about ona thbhaand Pin- 
darries up thb 0|iats, east of the Pfewul pass. There they were too far ad- 
vanced, and moving tho rapidly, to afford any prospect of their being 
overtaken. This party had departed from Malwah in November; and 
passing round the left flank of all .the British troops) had crossed the Ver- 
buddah above Hindia, and passed close by Asseerghur, into Berar. Colonel 
Deacon arrived, on. the 21st of December, at JafferabadJ and on the 28th, 
for greater abundance of forage, changed ground to Akolah, a small place 
six miles distant in a southerly direction. 
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HOSTILITIES WITH HOLlCUR. 

Dkpnsitiom for the. March from Oojein. Reflections m the March of Armies in India. 
March to Cwunnye. Fruitless Negotiations with Holkur's Vakeels. Reconnaissance on 
both Banks of the Seeprah. State of Affairs at Holkur’s Hedd-quarters. Murder of 
the Bate. March to Hernia. Second Reconnaissance on both Banks of the Seeprah. 
Preparations on the Eve of the 2ht of December. Final Communication with Uolkwr. 
Commencement of the Action with Holkur’s Horse. Passage of the River. The Enenai 
driven from their Position. Partial .Stand and subsequent Flight, pursued by the Cavalry 
and. Light Infantry, Situation of the Baggage during the Action, and Loss on both 
.Sides. Reflections on the Battle of Mehidpoor. Errors on both sides. British Light 
Infantry are select Infantry. Bravery of the TroOps, the principal Cause of British 
VictoHes, 


'p spositiohs for 
the March tiom 
Oojciii. 


The situation in which the army found itself at Oojein, surrounded by 
flying parties of horse from Holkur’s camp at Mehidpoor, rendered neces- 
sary the. adoption of special measures to secure the skirts of the camp, and 
for the protection of foraging-parties. The outline pickets were augmented; 
and to the rear picket were allotted details from all the ligl^t corps, inde- 
pendent of others from corps of the line. The escort of the foraging-parties 
was likewise sufficiently strengthened to give them protection, ^Had they on 
all occasions availed themselves of it ; and a cbuple of guns wei^e' added, for 
this service, in order to deter the enemy’s horse from a near approieh. 

Whatever might be the ][)rofessions of Holkur’s Government, the 
^tate of things could only be considered, at' Rest, as a sort of war Jn. dis- 
guise. Therefore, when the army halted on the I3th of DfeCe'mbei;^^e^re'- 
Vious arrangements were ordered, preparatory to the a 

more open hostility ; and Sir John Malcolnji'' as second in-l^hki’. Vrdk ap" 
pointed to command the line. ' The following or^er, of OV also 

directed to be observed, when the army should move' 
will serve to shew the disposition usually ^adoiAed- in; 
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composed of the details coming 
l^fficer ,df ii^e day, .and was followed by the 
S*ext silcceeded- the infantry of the line, headed 


circumstances^, ■ 
on duty 

cavalry aid horse-aftill^y. 

by the fiSe-C(n^8, end fol^w# hy Jie park, which was covered by a bat- 
talion, whhn not tribying^, between the in^ntry brigades. The pickets com- 
ing off duty, vnth some gun^atteched, '‘foaped the rear-guar^ under the 
orders of the-j^d-officerri)f;the pre^btis day. the baggage of the army 
was directed to pit^e'opj^e jeygr^ beyond it was the corps of 

Mysore Siihtdar'hbfsd/ ‘ 

There are so fe^r^at roads in India, a,nd , the country is, in general, so , 

little enclosed, that cbnvmence has iptro|aced intn general adoption the Amiirp'tndi.’ 
practice of marchiij^^n a ifetogle line pjje^eryipg:: frfbper flank: clear, ■ > i 

and having all the baggt^e extended ov’eir ,the country on the, reverse flank. 

Tiiere cannot perhaps be a, better disposition, if the intention be to pass the 
enemy supposed to be on the proper flank, and to gain a certain position in 
front. But if the army be marching ttf find the enemy in his own country, 
or in a country in his interests, it is impossible to foretell in what direction 
he may present hiinself. The ti'uth of this was evinced during the war of 
1 799, when occasionally either flank was indifferently threatened ; and on 
the ‘2d of April, the day the British army moved from the Cayery opposite 
to Socillay, it was found necessary to remove the baggage from the le^* to 
the right during the march, which prevented a greater progress than "three 
miles in that day* The enemy to be most apprehended, on the line of 
march, are bodies of horse, whose whole attention is givgn to causc.distress 
by attacks on the baggage/' , They appear ^Ipiexpectedly on either flanks, ox 
on both flanks at opce,; and instances have occurffed where they have passed 
through the line. There are c^^es, however, when , two or more parallel .< 
roads have mdispe^ably ,re^}iisi.te andj6 in consequence, tbe 

i^H^sSaiy 'tyays across the,cppntry, has been re- 
. permitted Ihat operation, r To this ^angement. 


recourse.has>bb|||;|^^Mepje<^iy St(|^a.pl^ttering*eqnipment accomppied 


sorted to. 


the army^lhe/j^i 
match fropiPlfob; 

opene4^' 



heavy oti 
store-carl# 


of ^eat importance on, the 
Ihmii ^nJKebruary ,17^2. jjThere were 
lel.rpros;: IhsI to th§i^roper j^ank for 
tr^ Vo^ for, the Wfvy gtms and all 
avfe|se;fl^ifor all lighter 
hiiiinyiWas the. ^reatrap^ 



March to 
"Guniiye. 
(Mai>IY,) 

(Plan 10.) 
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df hti^giige, covered by the part riot 

ipfeatiry of the teeerve, fot too 

vnecessary. In %rch'179p*^''>^8e|>drale 

taring- train, goin^ tp the last siege p|^SenJ^"patam ; tr^oPF^ 

in two columns, of i^Jhich’the graiid army composed onej^^and 
contingent the other,’^ haying the baggage between. In both* chs^^O^^^I 
noyance to be feared w;as from the'enemy’s numerous horse, aetjh^ip^®hS^^^ 
baggage flank if left uncovered. Had atoy tottac^ ift . 
bended, it is evident, as it is acknowledged, that as ;man.^ 
parallel colupins as possible, Witli all baggage in theif reaiv wbuld^^l^^ 
most favourable disposition under such circumstances. fe>>> in .fflaf® 


'^liie fact is, tSat a . 

British afitoy lia^ never been attacked on its Piarch. When the etohtli^'^^re- 
solved On giving battle, they assumed a position which thfey coiilMer^ -i 
favourablp to oppose further progress. There, so far from anticipating the ^ 
formation of the British line ih order of battle, they always awaited ah'^t- 
tack, rather than quit, by a forward movement, the advantages (tf ‘their 
position. Though this disposition, on a single line, has been destiVibe'd ^ 
.applicable to the case of India, it is not meant to be understood as peculiar 
tS^fhat country. ' Similar circumstances ’ will render it§ adoption equal^ 
cohvenient in other countries, for divisions* much larger than a British 
army so situated. Movements in many columns are particularly adapted 
to’ a campaign of manoeuvre— a character of operation' rarely met i^ith in 
India at any period. and certainly not since the death pf Hyder Allhe.^ 

The army marched- on the 14th hy the high road’ towards Mehidpohs, 
and're-crtfssed the feeeprah river into camp at Gurtnye, distant abdptfour 
miles frOra a tOwn in its front, named Paun-Bahar. It was h^elenddpiped 
in the following order, with the river in its rear arid ori its left , pi'hile pri''tlle 
right were deep and iriipassable ravines : the rear pickefo havi| 
sion of the fords of ■ the rivei*; and the' front pickets the, roads leri^^ 
direction of the enemy; ■ ‘ . 




at.H- 


f ' flench jfcrtny in J ^wisisted of tett, cor/;« fy<om w4ty . ^ 


^^n,. b^&idcsj^ge dUmions of . cay^ they eittier^ Ilus»i^ in ^ 

creitest'baH of army graddfi^y conpentot^it 

bn d fl(ing1[bW® (with liCtle6xcej>ti6n) W Mo$cWa.* 





♦J|(Sur Hats^wtUtery/G]^., 
iThfi Rifles. ) . ■{■■ ■' 






The loss o|^^|itle^pW|lcj?lMy Car^ th^’ enemy’s iiorse/contipiued to 
augment, n6twi|hstaiiS^g the. prec^n^ions .u^ed for! their security. Every 
circum§,tance,' indS|di-;.fetide<i sp ;much fo praise an, vcarly engagement 
with an insolent enemy, tfeat Sir iThonias Hislop'rordered the lirie.tb be nli- 
der arms on the ISth, in order that he from 'personal inr 

spection, their state of preparation for 'that contingency.' , ,, 

Pursuant to the invitation given to'Holkur’s JjrdVernment, , that agents N^gor;-. 

, 1 . 1. -i./vi . » . 4 ’ tiationswlth . 

should be sent on their part to adjust any differences which m^ght be S|ip- H«ycur'^ ‘ 
posed to. have led to the unsatisfactory posture in whichrthe muftial felktihEs ^ ^ 

between the two States existed ; the Vakeels, Behr^jjp Bfpoo, llleer Snuffer ‘ 

Allee, and jes^iint' Rao, arrived, in the camp. They' were receited'lPn . thy , , 

15th by Sir John ]Mtalcoln;i,,yo whom, was entrusted, pursuant to his appointr ' 
ment from the Qoverflor-general, under Sir Thomas Hislop’s dtders, the con- 
duct of the negotiations which imrapaiately followed. The yrticlps df com- 
plaint urged on the part of the British Government were^— Neglect hf the, 
duties of the alliance, in not Replying fo the letter.of tfie (Jlovernor-gei&ral 
and the Resideht at .Delhi: Negotiations wjlth the Peishwab vyhen heh^d-in 
the most treacherous maimer commenced a war with the British.f}pvernme|^t, 
against whose interests ^qh ndi^tidtiohs' iappea^d td,|pay:e a hhetije, int^v 
tion : The dollec'tioh^W,,©^^ 

towardkBdohafi,''at ^mewhen Holky^r s <^pyerai®e?lv^^^^ ‘ 

ahy Stat^/.‘.$;^_^|all|gatibh8' wetd hssliate<j. oh', iM' principle, that;! the, ' 

British ' ri g ht td^'t|^t' undcsr!!'. tl0^ . chai^cter' of 'a^jilffehd'ed . 

Power-' re%®^^^^^^p^fpr^'d^^^f^,ff!‘^t^dv|^ff^a(dt8'ofAjios,tiIity; 







m: any^ 


di 
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the '.treaty-, if condudi^, j.teufet^hei.^^ly 'pxco’Utwd^Mtw Aj 






H^conhliis^ce 
on botii Bajaka ; 
4)f v^iiJ^ee-piah;' 


bel injiirioiae to the progi^sa oipersrt«^j..’i 

In the course of the negotiatioiis,fwfuS^,-ibpBljnueiii dwaa^ fivje .jpayfil^ 
artides were proposed to tlrOiVakeds, •wbich'fit ^vpHsib^ d&tSili^^^ 
enumerate here, as no treaty.inyni^tably foUpwed; s Th'ey wal 
pJace more properly hereafter. The Vakeels kept. tjp a.eoiwtant ^ 
nication with their camp, distant. about twenty-miles? ahdldisicjM^I, 
several points of the negotiation with an appan^';!^. an^ety, vvhicte^ 

Was probably no other grounds tharf, the desire^'^yhicfr^^U :I 
vernments have to gain time. They accounted lpr .,fhp ,<j[ela;^|!,.wlif^ 
tended this 'conferenee, by the difficulty. of uniting the cotfncilsii^r tnl 
gent, in which Ram Deen and Roshun Beg were decidedly hostile, 
Ghnffoor Khan, a rela'tion ofAiiieerKhan, wassaid tobeonthe side Pf 
They .accounted for the assembling of the army by saying, that -'afte 
BaeP had last rejoined it, corps after corps had assembled round her; .and 
that -she had iftvitdd.them to do so, as the only means of preventing them from 
plundfering hercouhtry ; to which'Meer Zuffi&r 4ileh added the hiot,'that an 
awny wtfe useful to aW friends and resist- enemies.” The pet^Sd^at which the 
nogptiattoil shtitild be considered as. brokdri off, had been succefsiVely fixpd 
add pds'tpdhhd, in order to avoid any pr^ipltation of extrppirttl^s. , It, Was 
at length to b&apprehendedj'‘that any farmer tolerance of the delays 'art- 
fully brought forward Would be construed into doubts, oh the side^^pfjthe 
British commander, of lus own stfen^ln This could iuptfail^o'emb^ep 
the party of Holkur,' and to encourage the re-assembly,, in iVIalwcdi j^olfiaTl 
those elements of hostility and disorder which had been already dispersed 
op’detdrred. '‘-vA Native Power can never account fpr ’the.vforhhatahce' of ’ 
another, except by the sppposition of weakppss. This ideh might, be en- 
cpurag^d the present Occasion, by. the losses of cattle daffydxporienced 
m fhe ffiptisb cmmp. These worhdarried: dff by 4h'e"ehemy^il6if»e ^ 
their* poSitmn^Vfas surirounded by flyihg parties; ad^ all cominun^iE^pd^ 
Opjein;Wy seven miles in tl^ reari;!!^af 
the:^6a||df a respectable eaboyt. 

*|;’‘V'ph''me'1.9thi thOrefore^vdhe Vake'^S^Wf^e diamiksed,: jhd-’-'' 

■jaadeij;^f ffiari:lphg_on<;theT(^owihg 'ffi,pnd^ 

;yarioa%|dt?pbdt^ -^^^^^^ tif their movements, 




|^ 5 felde 'bjf'.'-the', rittpr 4hfey jybhld Tttlttt»at6ly;j*tend>--iA»,Ji . 

of 'the ed^fi^wdB'ptt^fj^purstble tpsiodvOffieh^llafp; 





now 



iCV 


avour 


i^efisier;;: 


r adVto- 


high road down;%liB ' ri|Eit jbaokf as, ^ 

tageous, as it c<mtributed fo»cov?^ the bag^ge amidst M enemy’s koTse. , , 

It will be prbpsa: ber^rtd notice the'|»rp<^E!edin'gs in thei.ei^mytoanip 
during the period^bf tbe ine'^tiations, and'bC tke eyerits v^ imme^ately Hcad-^uartm. 
preceded them. /it,has,been tdready Blbntioned».'.tbafc|^Vr corpst of ia&i- 
try and guns i^ete dader tfe^ edmtnand^bf.'Stevei^ chieiS, of Wudm j^.ose 
of most influldce Avero Qeen, Rbshun ifeg^. Roshun Kben,. and . . 

Ghuffoor Khanj who formed the’war faction.- With theafj^hiefstmay.aleoi:- 
be noticed the Barra Bhye (tbrelve brothers), an associhtion supposed ' to 
consist of twelve thousand horse j which'-evidently appSar to have been 
overrated, by a reference to the strength of HoUsur’s army. ^ These were 
influenced by Ram Been, whose name tvas subsequehtly altybye coupled 
with theirs. Gunput Rao exercised the functions of minister, aiid.had tnapy 
political enemies; but the Baee’s attachment to him supported his power.. 

Tantiah Jogh was considered as pdymaster of the forces, a mtuation of, 
considerable importance under a Native Government; but being sus- 
pected by the war faction to be in cofreslpondende with the Brit|sh, they 
had sufficient weight to confine him to ‘his tents.. Ghuffoor JKhan continu- 
ally represented his relative Ameer Khanj^ as on his march ;to join^/the 
army; and Holkur was not undeceived on this head till tb^dSth of 
cernber, whetf a letter arrived from the Ameer, declaring ■hisjen^.^pcuts 
with the British Govemmenti 'and'liih -^rolhtb?fr tp !^.idd hy‘ them{':> Still 
the Maharajah's Government, proudly affectihg,i,|h^^tode^e ofrlthe' con- 
duct pursued by other Nativo-Rpjiveifs, pefsbbcrcd-ih Jtffeif rresolUtioo to. 
oppose the British army. Holkfir^ horse; 


best in India 5- and 'durihg, ithe last.; Mahrott^'l^ 
been reduced' thtiroe fdp.-^^ce, 
and had not hdfffefed; those severe^iosael.u^f pfcf" 
Bhoodah. His therefore considered 


arid ,deciatejS»j 
alreidybeerf 

^ who li||w^|^^^ 

‘ recollection 

were^Iii 


^s chfe4)fe0J;' 


$madiahriiid'the 






Murder of ti(ic 
Baee. 


Sc^Ud Rfcon- 
iiijssttDce on- 
both> banks of 
ihe;bwprah. 

. (Plan lu) 





Msters, 


hO^]^; 
)«notiSa of; 

I ’had again' separated, ih ord^ 
Vhali^^-ih the first days o£>Pe^i 
'rest of the wmy %m ^Dei^ id “ 


■ rejoined;: and was ^tesent'dunng the ahseocd{of die Vakfe'els^ ' 

' ieri^hces were treated ^5^ the 'hn^y with great;inditferenc.e. • 
j ' ,,>^e Baee offered to the infantry at Mehidpoor,' siit 'arfha^^ 

' of sums due to them, and to the horse Ih^iptire discl^i'Sge^ll^eijI^^^^ 
reart»rdh.;aniving at Oojein dDd^]i5^o6r,3avmg; receiy^;;|)^^ 

,_.Pei*^’^',' .:payable at^ the-fpriae|,plii^.'' ,'Yel, ho^eTer4ibi^tr^ ^^ 
present, have been'wiiiih'g ’td;^p;.»at|^sfie45hy'£l^"'jd^®^ 
chiefs were averse to her-hi^a^uresi as they stlw' thei¥ 
her endeavours to acquire" thh 'pi^Otecliori Of the British Govern|fe 
method they, adopted to d6feii.ivher sdhemes and those orhef r 
was most effectual. Thdy sisiiWd/theif persons on the 19^ of l)|l 
and during the night held a consultation how their >prisoners''“s|(^d*’^^ 
disposed of. The result was, that they conveyed the,Baee pui^cty to * 
hank of the river on the following morning, and there, struck off' her h^. 
It was, at the same time, determined that Tantiah JOgh should succeed 
Gunput Raoas Minister ; but RoahunBeg, who wished tp see 
in that situation, brought the other ‘ candidate a prisoner ' to thp^Panlry 
lines, and plundered his ^perty. Such violent ' nieaSures n^eslarily 
produced great disgust in some parts of the army, ap^ some c|ugfs sfht 
off their baggage as from an insecure situation ; but that <j|;co/p 4 ,|of 
which notice has, already’been taken, kept their forces |t,oged|^ 

^ approaching crisis. • ' ' 

In this sitjmtion were the affairs of Holkur, wheh^he^. 

mdWd, on thd 20th, a short distance to Hernia,, "and enod^lht 

with some |cattered hills in tfie" rear apd the ^ 

and left were deep-ravines running intd the hdll' oM' ” ^ 

. thOdeft yrent put the road to Odjein, &dm the right thit^ 
j,ci»sf rp^, entered the caipp from;theTilar, and^i^'^|*thp*1‘j^^^ 

; tfaejei^e-by >he‘'onlVford VfthiffWvp^^ifsf '4h^s| 4V^ 
j'^^^^^^jO&cupiehby- the pich^ts ‘^|a.nd suc^ft|ar';^sp^^‘'*' 


■'yf 













liue^ of ^ 

vation, at a dis|p^Vw.|M#Jp 


i w Wcsi- 




of t]^ epm|, Tile party on 

duty this (iay/^i|^M^^;at^, did|id|^^'m tiin|.; and b6ipg at- 
tacked, by a s^^jdi:r{b^1^j.Sffera^rt^ s^fe^S. tHis ^as the 

fiisit aggfessieli unqoplicb^d’ ^jith,jaT:^^''to;pluncler,;ahd was follFowed 
in the afternoon excursion* along the 

skirts of the,' carb^j'^^d.hM li^le other effect than to cr^te some alarm 
amo^ the. follow^s^.^'kdd.tp keep the .hi-Hne pickets op the idert.' A se-i 
cond’reconn^ssance'i^as dj4'e|ed, from this ground^ to asceWain if the' 
enemy’s position. ?could ,bevhPproached,by the left bankij, of the river, on 
Avhich side they were understood to be posted. The party for this pur-’ 
pose, composed of cavalry arid light infantry,^ crossed the river id front of 


the camp, ahd advanced along by-roads about eight miles. Finding them- 
selves still as distant from Mehidpoor as when in the canip, pwing to die' 
winding course of the river, and ruggedness of the countr^ the redonnais- 
sance was abandoned in that^ direction. Another circumstance of apparent: 
importance to its object,, was the separate intelligence fedm thiee villages* 
that the enemy had' absolutely changed their position tp the right bahk. * 

The party accordingly, recrossed the river at the nearest fotd, and having 
gained the high road from. Mehidpoor, returned ; by it to the caipp, con*-^ 
vinced that it was ^11 the be^t approach for 4he army.,,. The infe^hjationsj 
received at the villages probably arose fwwn moveipents .pmprig parts of the 
force, in consequence of internal, differepces,* an^. of ^th|fic precautionary i- 
measures against a suddfen attack.. They had,patiolea ii;^^tig::all night. 
l)oth sides of the riyOr, |n|ported by, large. ofth^i^,^ who laybn file 
right ba^., A 4,Cta^0^m^t‘ BukhsKee, , 

wliich joined oti ]t|m I7th,,^als9 occupledjorja fqw. dkys t^^^ v" • i' ' 

As the day’^marck was to, l»iffi.the;,,i6ritish.{mny to Mehidpoor, ri^tiop. ua 

in ’' x' .rf ■ 'im-;,., . ... ..thexveofthe- 

in order eveu.fc^allytec^|p8vmMX^#i,.a^:i|>6ssii^^ ^ Decern- 


join ^eir colours, . me, rear, gaatd* iorty pfrthe least effeicttwrarik and’ 


I’MSTtorilte 


-gmf.es the 


ietoun^i ]» and 
jjermai^sif^^ars department and camp- 






I and cojivaies^ 
Be ’^^ded at Bsseinblj^-^ 
gtd^hein froip , etichf% '''' 


■ a^ to . ), 


likewise 

> *i' ,..-* ' ■ ' " ' ■' 




/frofn e^ch battediotti ; 

>: t6ction of toe sick and l^S^gag^* itf case of j^'b^tte,’ ' 

Ces^kniy take' post. If toe position of toi^ arhiy pB toej 
respects favourable, it had one i^sadyant^e;' ^e'djl^dLj 
In order to facilitate the accompUshment of toto’^rat% before^ 
on toe following morning* openings were ni^, toota toe 
■brigade,, to toe ^eat road. Tf&s worK||^su^feidbtohdfed‘ B'lf 'toB; 
appointed to cohdiict'them to their places in toe line 
toe^piorieers till it^was dark^ and much of the' hi^t .%j 
‘toe'trohps in those preparations which had. been ordt^d^ft^l^toe'f^^^^ 
VfoWgday: •.;■■■. . . ^ 

ijwn« «ommu- * On toe morhiug of the 21st of December, aB<^!*^* hwf to ho 

fetma wiui ^he anny was in- motion Sir Jofei Malc 0 hiti.,^y j 

, ’ ' place himseit** at the h^ad of toe advance guard,’- which coiwisted^of 
‘ ' detachment from tile tine. At the samd^time the ‘ 

’^t(|httach itself to toe brfgadier-genem^ instead of prc^eeding p 
^ had bbeh usual. In this banner the march'Vto cond|tcted*ld)Ot^^'^|tt 
miles ■without seeing dny 6f the ehertiy. > Burk courieivai^y^ftdfc^oikw^^^ 

. fwith a'note, dated the same morning. Which' wee gdt^al'^n&*| 

nng|ttbiiy impoH'|— such M tkat,^ Khthi haid^i 

S^seltlethe.differettceS; and dbreryinf^among 


pre-4 




apibur w^i top impatil^t of - rea^ht:'%|^e"\uB^W^ 

To this .colaihuhiCatidh, the’mosf intelti^bt^'nav^f s«bieh;?S« 


, ^pliei|)d^nahe'e at its con<dusjOai.,lS13^Thomto 

^%t®ifn?d id: exchange;; 

’■;,ttxiiil|8j^«^ce,''hkd tead’y wito'hlto^^^^^^e 

'Staht' ofrf'afl|^'^^ifei^< 


iBll 




TS. 


l-to-.j 


ii'toeeiri 


I by the*iitt|ddicipds .CounellB of toi^^ 


PMt 
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^biph iirjife he|^ ..mfSi&ad; by an aveptiiie :rof.,tr|f§,i 
^ .petition of the enemy j ’‘but aJl i^p.|^h 

ISilibeir Kowei je^t^^^ large bj^iJieVpr in detach^ 
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e hOiOT b£.,thj&?^ l^^ for they aoon dispoyered that there, yras 

a ,pf 5igliting%em i^de,^^^ A halt was ^re madCj toaHow,;the 


>V*- V'A. 

:irmi|^ers. 
c1q|^ to die he^ c 
no intention 

line to come ttp,- ‘ a|. ifrom pB^e it would bSl'^ecesswy j^%rm .the plop, for 
future movements. Frb|fi'the> summit of a small hill^:^ this' vipnity, jlir 
Thomas Hislop was enabled to obtain a general view bf .the f|emy’a^4ia* 
positions. Tbjey appeared behind; the river in t^o lines/ of whicp the 
infantry and heavy batteries formed the first, and the bayalry in masses 
the second. The next consideration , how to t^e Seeprah;- ,he- . 
cause, though the information respecting tke two fords in their, fi’ont w^ 
still unsatisifhbtory, it Was evident that to cross by any ford, either saboye 
or below, would be the manoeuvre of at leajit an entire day, .feraissed by thpir. 
horse, and met by aebunter-manoeuvreorflighfou tbe part of the enemy ; %e 
army of a Native ifoyyer;, neyer facing accepted'|>att|le from, a Bti:^h army, . 
under disadyantagw of position.’^ It wa§..,il^erefore, resolyed.that di^’cayalry, „ 
with some horse-artillery and light iufaiitry;/ should be'advanbed, to clear ’ 
the intermediate plaim and to cover a cloher tectmn^fi^^ttcepf the mtures 
of the enemy’s poailibn, and the. mepis ,;bf afeoachingit. , Fpr ,the,first 


of these'J'porposes Sit John Malcolm ’waif!^ 
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cavalry inclined to the left, to gaifi the hank of'tha S;^|^)ta,h^ '.at. .j[i^ge 
of'Dooleif; where the ctjmmanding^ ground’ favotired'^thes^aca^MjJi^w of: 
thoaa iObjects with which the officer conducting the TecaatJai?8ai^^A^9|' 
charged. It accordingly pushed forward to reach that poii^ befoi^^l^^ 
eriediy should be driven by Sii* John Malcolm across tha i^Ver and ih 
' advance some detached parties of horse crossed the head of the* coI^im' tq 
retije to the, left, and were those which subsequently attapked the.feagg^e.i. 
From hence th^ enemy’s dispositions w#re distinctly yieyrod ; dnd^||Sj^ 
the bed of the river, the ascents of its steep baulks afetlie nearest,fotd V.ere;,. 
partially seen in reverse; while the retreat of the horse across • it^cg^e a' 
favourable conclusion as to the road and tl^ depth of the' %ater, ||‘iw?as 
also ascertained that the mlore distant ford to the right offered ^o prospect 
of being useful. Though conveniently situated for the, retreat of the 
• enetny’s horse, it could be seen that none of them retired by it. A further 
circumstance of much importance, in favour of the left ford, was a, .long', 
spit of sand under the opposite banky which, as the stream flowed i’closg 
to the near bank, offered a convenient situation for the partial formation 
of the troops. i, 

P^gc of the In the mean while, the line of infantry^was advancing under Sir Thomas 
Hislop’s personal command, and had attived within about six or SiBvea 
hundred yards of the river, when he was rejoined by Sir John Malcolm, 
and received the report of the reconnaissance. Hu immediately decided 
that the army should pass by the single ford; and the light briga,de was 
(H) ordered across to seize the opposite batik, while a^^mall batterj^jw^ 
established on the near side to cover its movement. -This ^rvice was per- 
formed without any opposition, except tliat of a powerful cannonade,, of 
which many shots crossed” the river. The enemy’s froint was generally 
at the distance, of 800 yards from the left bank, to which* it wa^,iiearly 
parallel. A little beyond their left flank, the river took a ,sud^p turn, 
towards their fear, and continued in that direction for a mjl#^i^iid a half,^ 
, where was a deep ford, but without any roadj fldwp the bank, f^: gjms. 
,*,.On their right was a deep ravine which run injo the bed pf^^ 

O’-j. near their centre was a ruined village, which migh^be termed the k:^'’pfthek 
position, as it had some elevation, and wto directly in rear of 
ThB.<e^emy were" aware of its importance, fille'd it with lnft«itipy,>^^^,||^nked 
it byllReir p^ncipal batteries. , The Britisli cavalry and _hoil^%™lwy . 
(AO crossed dftey the light brigade ;, the foanier ascending the bant 
whei4"tfe^Vere]paftially skreert^ biaponSfe-mibff* ground 



and tW ^inf » #4.1^ battery in ftdM the fQrd.«f ^t tbe^/ ; ■ 

same^time a right :bank eoiisiderahly belour the ( 0 . 0 ) i*. , / 

ford, to kfifep d;wh in meafeiire or to divert the captidhade, which / t . 

played with, con'c)?ntra1^d effect where the troops were passing. Jtie ^ - 

necessary hei^^o -mention, that the banks of this river,, like those of moat 

others in l^stlwa^ areiatleast twenty-five feet high. .The means .of getting 

out of .the bed. is literally by the mouth of some ravine, of which there 

happened here to be tWq of several branches. Of these the light brigade 

were ordered to take possession, in order to clear the bed of the river, for 

the remaining btighties' of infentry. These were crossing at about twelve 

o'clock, and viferS' directed, b^ a countermarch, to bring their right in 

front. As soon as this manoeuvre was performed by the first brigade, Sir 

Thomas Hislop gave his orders for the attack of - the enemy along their 

whole front, with what troops had crossed, leaving the second brigade of 

infantry, to follow as a reserve. 

To Sir John Malcolm was given the immediate command of the two bri- The Enemy 
gades of infantry destined to the attack of the enemy’s left, and the ruined their iwsition. ; 
village; and while the 1st brigade ascended the bank, and took sufficient 
ground to the right for its formation into line, the light brigade arose from 
the ravines, and formed battalion coluriins of companies on its left. , The 
whole of this operation was performed with great steadiness, under a fire of 
both round shot an^ grape from several batteries. By this time the horse- 
artillery were nearly silenced or dismounted ; for their light pieces were 
unequal, however well served, to stand against the heavy calibers in their 
front. The range of the cavalry had likewise been found by the enemy’s 
guns. For some time they suffered firom a party of the enemy, who came 
clown the ravine which flanked both positions, and maintained a galling fire 


till driven oft’ b.y a company of infantry brought up for that purpose. A 
smooth glacis of about seven hundred yards How separated both armies, 
when Sir John M[alcolm’s division commenced the attack, by a rapid but 
orderly advance on the ruined,‘,yiHage and the enCmy’s left, which was lat- 
terly brought Torj^ijd to enfilade this expected operation. The desperate 
service wa^pei^oriiile<l,|>tvith. suitable deteijbination; and if the troops of 
this division' wanted t^aup|^rt of A they were ani- 

mated by th|f peering e^amjiie o|; th^T Readers,* among whom must be 

' .h ' Mi'’- , . ' ^ ■ 


Sec iij !\^er^p^i 


-i- .. . ■ 

^'to diviafon of Ae jnto brig^es at this tiniei 






•lalwnejgit of the IV>yM 




active fire of^raj^p^ Jteitt 

' ,. poi®t.,'Qf'’''th®?tpyopi^|i;;jThia'y43^pipa^^^^ 

^jSrjiyin from their poBition ; bat apia© ott|ieir 
' guns, jand such ai»',v«ieiffe not killed atte|»jpted to, 
the infantry had %d. On the left, t^^B^tjah ..^ 

joined by the My^re horse, were orderea ta^llply ^plft^ei^ejlte*^; 
infantry, and to make a eimultaneouB charyylag)|ip8t %e 
The decision ^d ra:pidity,^pf th^eir movement catri,edithi^i^^ li^^P8,| 
to the rear of the opposed batteries. Some troops and gujt^ hha|^^ ie^ 

^ roy’s centre, still held their ground, having as yet been hiratt^l^d^ put' 6n^ 
(^v.) .! 1the,2d brigs'*!®’® ascending from the bed of the river, they advtocejd^iitmat 

* ' direcrihh. rr, The infantry in their front, finding both their flanks turhedy rp- ' 
tired before them, while th© Golandauze served their *guns to the last. ^ Suchg' 
o( tk® eiiemy as were to the left of the ruined village^ fled sdong the bi|nk of , 
the river 9 but their centre pressed towards the rigkt, with whic|^ it ret!^'®4 
, along the high r<md to Alloat. In this direction the British and IVIysdre 
cavalry hung on the enemy, who, intent oj^y . oh flight, offered no op|rbisi^*>i 
and the 2d brigade followed still as a reserve. Sir 4nha?AJalcolTOsdivi* 
sion advanced likewise about a thousand .yards beyond^ point. <>t aj^ck* 
and then halted to re^-form. •, / '? 

'Indsubl^nt Sir Thomas Hislop ascended the high ground in *’ear of. thif eheipyfl 

™fhe’<?avSj5r P 9 ®riiion« fie observcd, in the hollow towards the river, tfieir camp^^'Whic|i 
. tight In* . 'had not been, prcviously visible, still standing. ' Immediately , ho aei^t'or- 
i,; ■ . ,dcrs to Sir Jofin Malcolm to. move down upon it; at the same 
cavalry got .sight of it, where they were in pursuit. 

, . ‘ . more important than the service in v?fiich; they were engage^* '^he 
dcmed the pursuit of the enemy, tp'^e^Myjsore horse; ^nud' ttirij 
right on tfie'ktamiiag camp^bdi^tant at leas^ .a’^ raile npd a^l^B 
' before Sir John MaloOlgi’s division, found it ireseifted; 

(rf.) I opened on thena unexpectedly from a batt^ fiij^i^ 4ow« J:P‘ 

1 i some^of^tile enemy still made A eta^d v. . . . ^ 

f, : 2' portion bdb finding its front covei^d^fiy rfivines, tt^y J? 

, 'CfiOverbi^'a'VUlage :'to;a>yai|^:tlfe’a|f:rj^|^;.,e^^^^^ 

,/ ; , Johfi Malcolin;:\ Sir Thpmas Hwlpp;]^^ .td„lyw 
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difficult ; ki 




- iSj^tefttfa^'tiad'-^een 

^ejirdditat^^^^ l»$^Q mtMite'' oidy 

theiprei;)^^ as the fbrd vi^- ^tMral^ 
ftiawfe |acce^"t^ gui^s had t>eeh^ ^rfevihusly 
placed in batt^rj^ ^ the end- 
my by the catMiyj^^t^Mghbihfiuitejr corpb, iinder that activd^hlfieilbiSi 
John tlS!6;^yey proye^" teifieuir iihSi 

of the ^nemy iv^& loyert^ oii the right batik, th^^gh they were followed'* ' ' 

as long as day-tight' remained. ’ " * ' . - -.r H • • ' , ■ ^ 

The line now returned to the field bf.battle,‘'and'encatn^d''nearly'on situation'of thc 
the enemy’s position, but fronting in an Opposite direct!^, lie sick and tbH^on, «n§ 
baggage iihkvise cros^d the., river 'from the. 'ground which they Iffid ' occu- "Iwls!” . ; 
pied during the action^ nedt the village of DSoleitj- and where they Weifd'da'' (Wwis-)’ 
secure as a snlaU'gi^Td well posted could render them.’ Sevetab.shot, ' 
whichwent over, the cavalry, fell among theffii; ahd they were, partially hfe 
tacked by some oC the enemy’s horse, ^who remained^ cm •that kdd of the* 
river. These drerebeateffi off by the five himdred Mysor<^s, dnd?little im- 
pression beyond cMfusiott wad: produced by their ■atteinpts|'« The' cayjifry< 
and light infantry ri^umed about eight o’clock ; the pickets Vrere'posted. as 
usual, and theyipops lav on. their arms during the Y^mkndhr of the^ night, 
after having .been deluged doling' j^o bouts by as severe' a fialkof^fi as 
can be imagined ifa tfiie-hea^eist monsooli;' The losskf ,tfie epemy Was esti* 
mated at three ;sa#’ ofie (ff .thnjlppW Beg, whd 

commjrnded ihe’batti^S dl^t tKOiruined sevftbly wMjjaded. 
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f.i HOSTILITIES^ WITH HOIjBpi. 


K^ltctions oa of Meliidpoor 4^mand^jm?igy 

■ JmiWir^nce of its conseque^g^s, %s fi;:.o^.^ta|e^g 

primary order ip India since 1804 j %yhich |^ri^;®^or||,n:ii^|^p'of 

; the British army had undergone several alterations, anj^ rec^yeS 
■ p’rovements. The most striking feature^q/ the battle, 
of passing a difficult river by a single fqrd, in fronjt of ^^|er^fo>yi|rM 
posted. This has with some been the theme of admirqtioP, 
of animadversion ; for, in the present enlightened.:age, np ^omlhdn su^ect 
of morals is considered more legitimate for general cntici|tft;^ap tj^q^ffepo- 
sitipns of a commander in the field, however remote they niay^be l^ni the 
ci^iunstances of common life and general study. Thq D^i^qlar 
tion which can be conveyed in a public dispatch, on euch an odcaaiop, mast 
be very confined, ^partial, and liable to misinterpretation ; whereas the old 
practice of giving cohcisely the general results*, ofier| evei^tffing of which 




* The Duke of Marlborough thuT reports the Battle of Blenheim, in Secre- 
tary Harley, dated August 14th, 1704. In order thereto, we went out pn Tuesday in the 

* morning, with forty squadrons, to view the ground, but found the enemy had jftlready possessed 
themselves of it; whereupon we resolvffi to attack them, and accoi^pgly wo 'mar,etie<i between 
three and four yesterday morning from the Munster, all our tents' sending. 

About six we came in view of the enemy, who, we found, did hot esqp^t so ear%^ visit. 
The cannon began to play about half an hour after eight, They. ft>rm 0 d Aj^niseivi^Sn tw^ 

/tlie Elector, with Monsieur Marrin, and their troops, pn our rights ^^dj^^siw 



talte.a great <ibmpas8 to come to the enemy 
It lasted, with gteat vigour, till sun**set, when the OttiMny wetb to fodre, aiid b bless- 

- ing of God, we obtained a complete victory.^-^TKe re^ of this short letter describes- 
the en«^; Tb§ Battle of Malplaquet, being of foaa 4i^r^nce;4^h 
portel^ his Grace in a still shorter lettO^^^to ^r. Secretary Boyle, dated 
“ Tliia mdt5on„pf the enemy kept our army for tWo nights under th^r arms ;^d, in tie^eyening, 
as soon as the'^tWenty-one battaliohs and four squadronl^w^ expccthlg 
'" come within reach, it was resolved to attack them; W AV!h|fces^ry disf&idtfo^^ 

^5 accordingly began at eight thir motning. The fight was 
o*clock, before We could force their 
th^^lain, where thwr hOrse.ware alhdrawn up, 

* . ^ vridi great ftiry, till past three 

way, and fo retire fovyards''MaubeugeUnd'.’^i^feci^nesv^^^^ 

-pUiritoed ' thOm dj^lbe' 

gtesiteBt com^lfe 


Birds 



fair ■slaiJtin|^^’‘‘; )ttte|sure'(B^i}’dpfi^."^^^ 

poor/ hav^ ^d little re^ihs to be added:. ,, jThe ford 

below the e^^^'s lesion was' i&lp^ctica^e fbt . guns, and M^otild have 
required ‘an ^hidi:e de;^/tci render^ passable ; a work which cbidd not be 
perforpaed S5fv|^ntpfihei^,^erwhelniii^^ In order to march to 

that point, dC^e^idi^Se'^ls^haye been necessary first to have possession of 
Mehidpobr, ;?^se ioiider the walls of which place the road passes. This 
might have opcupied' the whole day, and thus the period would have, been 
extended, during wb^^.the baggage and cattle were exposed to the depre- 
dations of the ei^my's horsey made more bold by such dilatory conduct. 
The ford of Moohdela, four ihiles above Mehidpoor, was difficult of access 
on both banks. None but by-paths led to it through a rugged county; 
and a detour of not less than ten miles would have been necessary, by this 
means, to approach their position. But supposing this manoeuvre performed 
in the presence of-numerous horse, what prospect could there be that the 
enemy would not, likewise, pass the river — an operation as easy and short 
to them, as it would have been difficult and tedious to the British army? 
Having done this, the river was still interposed, tfieir position as strong, and 
their retreat more certain than from the left bank. It is even probable that 


they contemplated this alternative, in consequence of the reconnaissances 
made on both bankaj^^nd this supposition seems to be corroborated by the 
important circumstance of their not destroying the descents into the prin- 
cipal ford in their front. With regard to the second ford in their front, of 
which mention has been made, subsequent experience verified the conclusion 
formed respectingj.t. Only one man at once could desbend the bank-, the 


water was breast high, the bottom consisted of large slippery 'stones, and 
after an entire day’s labour of all the pioneers, ifwas found impracticable to 
get a single; )^j?tured :;gj|h across it. On this account they were all conv^ed 
by the mope ,i^s^t, bqt main fotd. Aft^r th^ army had crossed, any fiank 
movement wqnM absurd. They were within range of l^ge grape 

from h^vy have been worse,, and the shortest’-way 

out of it was |iy a succifeded, Is it has always succeeded 

'M)^itn Britishj^i^|)|,^ ‘ It ia;^nformable to their genius;, and there 

IS more8cie^ej8fie;wJ^|i55,^iptd|ing, uh^ subh.pircup^st^ces, this national 
disposition, tnttnVin ^i^^^|l,ay pi^ian acquaintance with the stratagems of 
war. This jfj^l^g in the British service ; for 



Emx^'oii both 
sides. 







not proceed froifi 

corps from their ]Bt^pean btfeersi, aa^they 
. ypiith, with flexible minds. - .The'^alities i^uired, on the'^^ifetiif ioc ^ 
were auch as should enable the tropps to endure witlj patieHc|'i?destru®&'^ 
fire in the fiirfet mstanoe, and afterwatds tP affiront ps^^^^e^^^aPjger :ydttt 
. alacrity, This expectation was justified ; and it may^e'firaOTedi' Alt 
same result would have ensued, had there not been a'feihgle jPbod of'pbw- 
der exploded by 'the army on the 21st of December.* ' ' ’ ' ■ ' . ; 

When a Native army receives battle, its pPsition.is genefalty ifi^^ed 
by an obstacle along its front, difiicult to be suripounted, ^d' inclosipg a* ^ 
glacis, or a plain, to give complete effect to its batteriPs., Its flanks atf,; 
seldom to be turned without a considerable detour, such is would gi^e tim'e^ 
fojr a corresponding movement; and the rear is always open for a retreaf, 
or secured by a fortified town.’f This description contains the general 
character of a judicious disposition ; but Indian almie's shew themselves, 
deficient, by neglecting to take the full advantage of it. * They seldom op- 
pose the passage of the obstacle in their front except by a cannonade, nor 
attack their adversary before he has recovered his order. On the prjpjBent oc- 
casion the enemy should have filled the revines with infantry, and' tirought 
forward his right^-wing as he did his left ; by which he might have crossed \ 
the fire of his batteries in the ford, and all along the bank. Nor would this 
have subjected him to an enfili^e frotn the opposite, -side of Ae river ; 'ihe 
ruins of a village offering good cover to that flank. This dispositiop jiyOuld 
likewise have deprived^ Ae British cavalry of the ground on whidn they 


• The same, may be said of the battles of the Golden Rock and Sug^arTo^f Rock^ in 174^ 
1754 ; and of die victory of Assye, which followed, as on the present occasion, an attack1i^t% 
ported by batteries; but what will be said of the battle of Corunna* defensive on the Britin^^ side 
with only four giins against several heavy batteries? This ol^servation is given iperefy W 
Jtativc, and has no tendency to detract froixi the general Usefi^jness of artillery ; 
e^aU detachments of British troops, occasionally and necessarily expof^^tp^^the 
becomes even more imj^rtant in India than in Euro^w 


stw^-of the're not having been a moimted dragoon , in acjbfoh batt]i|^,>Qf 

Mai^r be^urged as derogatory to the usefulness of cavairy*tv' s ; v -J 

Some exception to tliis general remark may, no doubtj^vbf fwd in tlfe bpi 
and Assy^ wherd, by a flank niovement of the British i 

jpositioii'f but ^hiph pCThaps he would not havp attempted, had not the in 
by European dftcers. , - ' ^ ^ jt 


f' X. - 


(his 









fpr^^f ibe 'enfe'i&|:W^ jtistifi^^ 
wjd ij^^ttai^'i^g,ji8;he 4i<iv . i^ving.'criti- , 

cised''’'»e..^j^^tl^^§'^||'^, ;|et_:^^^ ihose o? the Birit^ «|de‘'he;.,over-' 
looked. Th^ hof' hjivet been'-coufttennarched m thd 

river; hy.^|^ch exposed to Jhe cwnonade. 

Had , they in front, like the brigades before’ thcni* 

thehead pf;|^i^npihpn vr^hl<J ajt pbce have stood on its ground. After 
this a deplpyiheht: to th^'; right lyould have been both more safe and expe- 
ditious than any, other tnoyetnent, within grape range, to take ground for a 
formation into line. Th« cavalry were not under the command of a single 
head ; and it. accordingly depended on the good understanding between the 
two Brigadiers, wheth^- the. two brigades would act in concert. As it 
happened, no eonduct],.d'ould surpass theirs in charging the. enemy; but 
their exertions on his rear were not marked by the arrangement vrhich 
might have been expected from a single leader.* Under a single authority, 
likewise, a maintenance of the pursuit would probably have been pre- 
ferred to the attack of a standing camp, as distant from them as it was 
near the infantry, who were in full possession of the field of battle, with 
an enemy flying in disorder at all points visible to the whole army. The" 
enemy’s cavalry suffered nothing in the action, for they kept aloof; and 
when the batteries were stormed, they immediately fled, which exposed 
their infantry to bear .all the loss, when they were subsequently pressed 
by the Mysore horse, who continued the pursuit. ..They escaped by aban- 
doning 'their elephants, camels, and huckerks, , which were laden with 
valuables. 


• It may .be..W6ll,to refer ,.h«re to the method adopted by Major (now Brigadier-general) Dove-i, 
ton, conuAdnding tM-hody of ; cavalry composed of the Madras body-guard and .the 1st regiment 
of Native ‘cavah|!y,.-<eii^loy^ to tvt^p column of infantry issuing from Bahjaluin Courcl^ee, on 

“■ " ’ ' ' "Q’enen^ AjgneWi'in 1801, .ai^.^Iyiilg' much in thS'same diahrdef as the 

l^eV^^^^^poor. The tail of die retreating column waa successively 
sdcisiessiVe itpi^oda; by which means every' Sword wa#' 
W W^jsg^ljWSa'madte fo depose , the head of the dtdumn, which 
[*'f(^:^..i|^t^; tjiii88imi operation, ih systematic detail was 

miles, dunhgrrrhicK tile* parts' succ^sively se- 
squftdro^t aS ■ it Bad !dditipleted one'serVicS, 


die storm d|i that 
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BerwS' 


fihas been seen that the UghVwfffjfti-y’fli^d rifles 
like troops of the line ; and itis alsh’ frijethat they have aCh 

wise since their formation.* Thcsy arfe/ihfact, '^lect ihrahtry,. 
else. Formed as they have been by df^ughts from Oth^T A 

have brought with them all the habits of the regular biaStalibtt^: the^; 

recruits have of course followed the exam]|^e‘ of senibrs.^^' it 
particular exercise, dress, and arms, which ihalce 
There must be a disposition for desultory'action, kndconftd^n^e ^ 
resource, entirely different from that symfpathy which fca^ries^^ 
in a body. . It may be granted thafsuch a disposition is to be aC^hired but 
not by men who have already formed habits in corps of ih^'lih^* ^Htisv^^d 
the light brigade, on the 21st of December, bfeen really %ht tro6ps^ t]^ey< 
would not have stormed the enemy’s batteries. therefore, the British 
light infantry are neither used as light troops, nor fit to be so used, it iv'fer^ 
better for them still to keep their musquets and bayonets, as the arms best 
suited to the duties they perform. They have always marched w61l, b^ 
cause they are young and active men ; but by no means better than fl^nk 
companies of the line.f Fhe French make excellent light troops^^or that 
service appears conformable to their genius ; but the same canno^be said • 
either of the English, or of the class of Natives into whom English feel- 
ings, before an enemy, are infused by their officers. They love at once to 
encounter the very worst to which they can be exposed, and arguihg^fVoin 
their own feelings, consider as ineffectual the cautious and indirect ma- 


* In proportion as a corps of infantry, however denominate expends a greater its 

ammunition, it may be considered ignorant and untrained in light-infanfcry service. . 

t It is even asserted by officers who have seen both on service, that when in&l^try.ot 
have had their knapsacks carried for them like the light infantfy, they ha vP out-m^f 
This affords an useffil hint against relieving men habitually from that moderate 
when called on for an- exertion, they po longer receive that adliii^onal stimi}!^ ait^d 
a mmi, or any other animal, feels on being suddenly lightened. In elucidadbigri^^^is 
' reference may be made to Major H. Smith’s njaTcb from die night of the 18th 


Major tl. omitn s raaren irom uie nigm oi jtne ijjhu 
dank companies of his own corps (Vi4tb Madras Native i|ij^txy), and of 
gdi, and the Ist battalion of the 3d Bombay Nadye infanWy^^ 
epLpiration of four days and some hours, he had' march^ one hundred an^ 
ceasfully >attacked die enemy, of whom seventy were Jffiled and aevera^Ss^^^ 
companies had carriage for their knapaackfe^ and was.p^fermi^i^'^^ 

the year. 




more victories 


From wimf coAcludie^, ’ that 

have been g«^’<l||^%elEield bjiBriUsi armies in India through t^e hravpy 
of the troops, tlh^ by IharKeuyres of the commander. In fact, die armies 
are too small for extensive manoeuvre beyond cannon range.. That ttey 
are continually permitted to deplpy within it, also shews that the ene'^y 
to be coped with are deficieht in a mcjst important part of military conduct, 
a deficiency which obviates the necessity of abiding by those rules ^d 
precautions which are respected in Europe. An Indian army is complefoly 
under the eye of the commander, as much as a single division is in Europe. 
There is, consequently, no room for those calculations which are so impbr- 
fant in the case-iof a large army. It may be argped,. perhaps, that the 
addition of an ally’s contifigent augm^ts the number of fighting men who 
are to be arranged ; but it uiust at the same time be allowed that they 
cannot be manoeuvred. . The utmost to be gained from them is the occupa- 
tion of a position, which may hold in check the same"hum1)er and descrip- 
tion of the enemy . Almost all Lord Lake’s victories will be found an illus- 


wavery the 
Troops the 
principal Cause 
of British Vic- ■ 


* It is a pleasing fact to find the British character maintained by British subjects in all parts 
ol’ the world, and under the most cheerless circumstances ; and the hard service and brilliant ex- 
ploits performed by these men and their corps, would do honour to any army. It wuuld be a 
mistake to sup^se that I)c corps were officered entirely by Foreigners^because his name 

is French; and whenever ^ley have suffered severely* the names of the i^cers'^lcilled ahd i^ounded 
are found inyari^ly to l^ !^):itishi- In the action "^etWeen Holkui^jp^d ScindiaVs 'troops,, fc 
September 1802, w# sfe Onttiie la)Etei*'"8ide Qol^^^ M^br Arm- 
strong; ^d on^tJie fprni^^^'^^ Douglas, aU of killed* with six htiii- 

tlred and Wounded. Cimy one officer survived, and ^ 

Major previous year alio, Hoikur had atlb^feted, uit^^ 

<ler the walts"'^' ’bf battaKofis, command^ by Colo-, 

nel Hessing^S of nttmbcm, these battaiioits never 

l>roke. and out of elcVeh officers, seven were sabred 

at theh ^ M'Phei^ft, Lieutenants, Mon- 
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|trs^i6n of this position ; for he g^ined^them ail by. ^’.,direc|~'ptat^^2" h^ 
^he himself led. Yet, if Kerejept^d, bf weffe of the utrat^ i^y ^ 

:,^ajr,' he possessed, in an eminent ’degt^bb,^ that pbwdtfui induei|l}ef|jr<{hti:' 
racter which calls forth the exertions of troops, thrbiigfh ^eir affehtioja4ij|Q^; 
admiration. They not only performed for him eyery thing possible, ; 
,ipeatedly oifered themselves to evident destruction, in his prls^^e, in * 
Ithie forlorn assaults of Bhurtpoor. 

JYhence can arise this extraordinary povver.of one man over others|,,or 
how is its cause to be analyzed ? Elevated birth and titles can^t conf^ it, 
nor can richep purch^e it : study cannot acquire it, and the most in^tisf^I, 
ous exertions fail to ^eomplish it.. No, it is a natural quality of th^hidjl 
vidual, an. endowment from heaven, and as little to be obtained, thU^li , 
human means, as the mind of a Locke, or the person of a Hercules. ■ 
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Ad^(tttce of the Ghoz^at Divuidn. [Its recall hj^ the Bombay ^ G^erntnehU Suhsequeut 
Permission io^^M^ance, hnd March td Rutiam:^ Arrang^ienfs at "'Mekidpoor, (M 
Reflections on. the Ritteat of ' a Native Army. Pursuit of thf Enemy by a Light 
Detachment. Advmee and Junction of the Head-guarters^ if the Deckan Army, 
and Gdozerat Division. Separation of thedSoozerat Division, and Re function of Sir 
John Malcolm! s Detachment at Mundissoor. Negotiation ending in a Treaty with 
flolkur. The Reduction of his Power a striking Example. Supply of the Army in 
Malwah. Reference to Colonel MonsoiHs disastrous Expedition. Considerations re- 
specting the general Conduct oj Operations in India. Comparison of the War with 
Ilolkur in 1804 and 1817. View oJ the -Progress of the Holkur State from '‘ its 
Estahlishutent. 

A Reference has been made (p. 58) to the circumstances which prevented 
the early re-assembly of the Goozerat division at Baroda. Its advance 
was further. delayed by the opcurrences in the Deckan. These induced 
Colonel Morris, with the concurrence of the Resident, to postpone its march 
till subsequent advices should be received from Sir Thomas Hislop. But 
Major-general Sir Williatft Grant Keir, on hi? arrival to assume the command, 
immediately decided on carrying that division forward to a position on the 
Confines of Malwah. There, at least, it might be within easy communica- 
tion, 'and be enabled to co-operate promptly, if called for. This measure 
appeared' the 'nibre necessary from a consideration of the nature b^"%he 
country surroundiiig Goozerdt, the entrance to which might be easily closed 
against the receipt' of ii^elligenoe, and is full of obstacles i» the rapid 
progress 6f trolb^^^ ^ll^^j^Th road- tdVirards Oojein, which in the former 
Mahratta tyar hd^J^^^tiirdued by Golonel j^urray’s and General Jones’s 
forces, Keir, as it hadto Sir Thomas Hislop 

(p. 89), the most it present bcfcasion. t’he Major-general, 

accordingly;;don;^^^^ |^4^if(;gil,^ ^jjat route 4th of December. 


Adyancc of the 
Geczerat Di- 
vision. .V 



(Map IV.) 


Its Recall by 
.the Bohibay 
Govemmentf 



^ Hdtttm, ; 

t^odUced* already/ift^'id^cHbiag’^e raat^' of Cdife^ 

Ihrbagh !the Seihd^ah GHat.* ’ This juiigld t^nder^ 

th«' prb^ei^ difi^cuit, ddn% 

l^brhaggage of the di'^iSiafn''W8 ■^Se 

fdlloVvers were killed and woufided by thellhhiibi^d^V.;f?^l^% - 
operi country succeeded, and continued for TOe'i|^b roH^^|h^^ 
which brought the divisitm , to the vicinity of the Xia^pd 
the territory ' of Scindiah*“ irrpm;GQozerat. \ This pass w!| de^ged^n the ' 
'13tfir add iiSe for^^^ at Dawud.: It was/h^e a 

dispatch fro.ni the '.Government of Bombay, recalling>Sit Wmi^m\. Grant - 
Keir.to the occupation of a position near Jerrdad ott the Veelamdttra, Within 
sixteen miles of the cantottment of Baroda. “ '' . ' 

• -This mbiisure was prompted by the threatening appearances among the 
Debitannee States, and was the immediate Consequence of|htelligen<:^ hav- 
ing' arrived at Bombay, of the rupture at Nagpoor. '|t ‘wa8 appreh^ided, 
that if thqilild^^rat country left desjdtnte df a British fo|be> the con- 
tagiob^ol hfa^t^ita feelingi^giht Extend dverf^ 
ment j Taind there' were circumstances brought tojight whl<^h^it^dc^^ 
suspected the diiipositioas ^ bf< least, the. shbjeHa .tha^i'State.^ At 
Sbartgheir in particular, a station which com&unical^' imm^^fb^P^hli 
theVoonah territory, the Guickwar troops.decidedly bf ^j^^pec- 

tStionbC orders to join the Peishwah; and to sujiport the Idabdat^^ainst 
the British ca.Use. They were actively employed in, encreasii^meiif hqri- 
berA, and qffeied,'high pay for military service. Iii fach qMill of 

atfeirs, in Some . respects, appeared to the Gbvternmeiqt of Bonmay fd- 
proaching in Goozerat, ‘as had occurred at Podnah; 



estinVat^ of the 20th of November, aniountod,|o n^ 
foot,, independents the two.thousanid hor|^^ch;Wer|int^ 

phhy the^ British force. Of 4hat ntunber bnW thodsAhd 
'fbrty:e^ht'‘i'^e|W?*sr.Sited tb be ab_So^gh^r('''W^re^^^ 
ceiyed byAhq pflicet commanding a^roa^, 


to be (housahd pf^ail 
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Pahlanpo.p: and ]^tteiwar, the remaining principal points of defence, there 
was no rea||p to expect a state of things more favourable. The contin- 
gent of two thousand horse had not marched with the British force ; and 
the alacrity whiph the Guickwar Government exhibited, in undertaking 
active and extensive levies, was as suspicious as it was superfluous. 

Under these circumstances the orders for the recall of the field force 
were dispatched from Bombay on the 8th of December. Two 
wards, however, there followed a modification of those instructions ; which 
left Sir William Grant Keir still at liberty to advance, in case the Resident 
should consider the interests at Baroda secure, with a reinforcement from 
the division in the field. This variation in the orders was produced by the 
receipt of letters from Sir Thomas Ilislop, written after his knowledge of 
the rupture at Nagpoor, and by the apprehension of the injury which the 
plans of the Governor-general might sustain, should the Goozerat force be 
suddenly withdrawn. Sir William Grant Keir, on receiving the first order, 
countermarched two stages to Jerree. There he received, on the 17th, 
the second order, with a letter from the Resident, which induced him -to 
exercise the discretion given him, and to return to Dawud. He arrived 
there, for the second time, on the 19th of December, having detached to Ba- 
loda a reinforcement, consisting of eight hundred Native infantry and a 
detail of artillery, which reduced his force to four thousand and sixty-nine 
British troops. From this place the communication with the Head-quar- 
ters of the Deckan anny became direct, though, at first, not expeditious ; 
and orders were received to advance immediately by Rutlam, to favour the 
negotiations with Holkur, which were in progress. Pursuant to these in- 
structions, the force advanced on the 20th ; in three marches reached Pet- 
lawad, and in two mori arrived, on the 24th, at its destination. The 
small battering-train, anA^onsiderable portion of the commissariat stores, 
had been left in the rear Sp^dra, as not likely to be required in advance, 
while they obstructed marorially the progress of the force. The grain, 
however, being subsequently called for from the Head-quarters, under the 
apprehension of a future deficiency of that article, was ordered on by the 
first favourable opportunity. 

Having no4 conducted Sir William Grant Keir s force to a position where Arraiij^cnujnfs 

ifo * 1 * 1 1 1 • • i at Meliidpoor, 

ns immediate co-operation was calculable, it is proper to return to tlie oc- ana reflections 
currences which followed the battle of Mehidpoor. The first object was o?aNatTveAr. 
the organization of a light corps to follow up the success of that day, and to 
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prevent the enemy from re-assembling; while arrangements were 
the care of the wounded, and the establishment of a post^^hich should 
be a rendezvous for all detachments coming from the rear, and a j^^ce of 
security for the deposit of the captured ordnance and fieldjhospital. On the 
day following the action, a corps of Native infantry, with guns, was post^i 
. on an eminence commanding the town, into which guards were sent to 
prevent plunder, as well as to establish the British authority. The most 
capacious dwelling-houses were selected and cleared out for the accom** 
modation of the wounded, and orders were given to repair the defences of 
the place. The captured brass guns were brought into the fort, and those 
which were of iron were burst on the field of battle. So much had the 
force been disorganized by the exertions of the 2 1st, that some days elapsed 
before a detachment could be prepared to pursue the enemy. This delay 
was of little importance, considering the nature of the retreat of an Indian 
army. So great, in general, on these occasions, is the dispersion, that some 
days are commonly required to ascertain, for the guidance of the pursuers, 
in what direction the principal body has fled. In vain should we look 
for those dispositions, which are expected from the regular army of an 
European power, to cover its retreat, and to repress the confidence of a 
victorious adversary in its rear. There will be found no stratagems to 
mask its route, cover its baggage, gain an advance, lay an ambuscade, 
or mislead its pursuer ; no efforts to check his progress, by the occupation 
of a defile or a wood, the destruction of a pass or a ford, the blowing up or 
burning a bridge*. Oii the contrary, all impediments to flight are suc- 
cessively abandoned, and it becomes literally a muve qui peut. This mis- 
conduct will be attributed partly to the waut of discipline in an Indian 
army, and of arrangement in its leaders, which leaves every individual to 
rely more on himself than on his commander. It will also depend, in 
iimtancesf like the present, on the nature of the Victory, which was gained 


* It must be confessed there arc seldom any to be blown up or burned. 

t In the same manner an attacking army, if after prolonged efforts it be attacked in jceturn, has 
little means of making an orderly retreat. During repeated assaults, it loses sight of its 
sive dispositions, becomes unhinged and incapable of acting in another direction with methw* 
Examples to this effect will suggest themselves in the flight of the French the Rattle* 

of Leipsic and Waterloo; for there will always be room for great distinction between 
of a beaten array, and of one which has not fought. 
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by a simultaneous cha^e of evety point of the enemy’s line. If they give 
way before this, there is an and of all immediate opportunity of making 
dispositions; and the Subsequent re-assembly (if it take place) will be at 
some predetermined rendezvous, or point of general importance. Such 
AvasRamteak after the action of the 16th of December at Nagpoor, and 
Seeta-Mhao on the present occasion. 

On the 26th of December, a,light detachment was formed, and placed under "f otc 

the orders of Sir John Malcolm, for the pursuit of Holkur’s army, on the hgKtH^h- 
following morning. This force consisted of the 2d cavalry brigade, the "'“(Map iv) 
1st battalion of the 3d regiment, and the 1st battalion of the 16th regiment 
of Native infantry, both light corps, with four horse-artillery guns, and two 
thousand Mysore horse. To this corps, a reinforcement was ordered, from 
thcGoozerat division, of two. squadrons of his Ma.jesty’s 17th dragoons, and 
a Native flank battalion. These were directed to join at Koondla, on the 
27Ui, if practicable ; but a delay in the receipt of the order prevented them 
from arriving therein time; and they followed Sir .John Malcolm to Seeta- 
Mhao, whither he had advanced with great rapidity. Prom hence it was the 
Brigadier-general’s intention to make a night-march, on the 29th, to Mun- 
(lissoor; but learning that the enemy had, in the mean while, continued their 
flight, in a north-westerly direction, towards Mulharghur, he directed his 
march by Narghur, and arrived there on the 30th. Here it was ascertained 
tliat the enemy had countermarched with the intention of proceeding to 
Purtabghur, leaving only a body of horse at Mulharghur, and proposing to be 
joined at Mundi.ssoor by the followers and bazars, which had fallen in the 
rear. A corresponding movement was therefore made on the latter place, 
to which the Mysore horse, and a squadron of Nativ'e cavalry, under Captain 
James Grant, were sent in advance on the morning of the 3 1st. By a 
rapid march they succeeded in surpri.sing and capturing the whole of the 
cattle, bazars, &c. under the walls of Mundissoor, which place belonged 
to Semdiah. Sir John Malcolm likevyise arrived on the same day, and 
was here overtaken by orders to halt for further instructions. 

The arrangements which' Sir Thomas Hislop found necessary at Meliid- Advance and 
poor, were not completed till the 27th. On the 28th, the army marched in Head*tmarteis 
the direction Taul, proposing to meet the Goozerat division on the ArmJ and 

uimbul, ill the pf tliat place, to which Sir William Grant Keir had 

requested tb his movements. He was at the same time required 
tu order on his hea^ train to Dawud, for such further operations as might 
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eventually occur in Malwah, should the enemy not submit, on 
out of the field. The weather, at this period, was extremely mclert^ent - ^ 
has been already noticed, when describing the latter operations agairfst^^^; 
Pindarrics. The army accordingly did not arrive at Tdul till the 36tli,"^^j 
having advanced by the route of Mundawal. On the same day it was 
by the Goozerat Division, which marched on the 28th from Rutlam by Jowra,; 
and took possession near that place of four guns with some ammunitiojj^^ 
which had been abandoned by Holkur's troops. The Chumbul separatetl . 
the head-quarters of Sir William Grant Keir and Sir Thomas Hislop ; and in 
the course of the day it was resolved, that Sir John Malcolm s pursuit of the 
enemy should be suspended, as only calculated to bring on partial affairs, 
and to prevent a more decisive action, for which the strength and composi- 
tion of his force was held to be insufheient. Sir John Malcolm s division 
had been found too weak to cope with Holkurs army, when he first ap- 
proached it, during his pursuit of Cheettoo Pindarree ; but the posture it 
maintained then was very different from what could be expected after its 
defeat; and Sir John was, no doubt, equal to the reduction of its dispirited 
remains, at the end of December. Both columns marched again on the 31st, 
in the direction of Mundissoor, and encamped within two miles of each other, 
on the banks of the Soamlce river, four miles in rear of that place . Sir 
Thomas Ifislop’s head-quarters having arrived on the 1st of January, and 
Sir William Grant Keir s on the 2d. 

In the mean while ITolkur, finding the activity of Sir John Malcolm s 
pursuit, which had already reduced him to great distress, followed up by 
the remainder of the army, had made overtures of submission. The prelimi- 
naries of a treaty having been accordingly furnished to him for adoption by 
Sir John, they were brought back, a little altered, on new-years-day, by 
Meer Zuffer Alice, with Holkur s signature. There now remained no enemy 
in this quarter but the Pindarries. Against them, consequently, it was 
resolved to direct whatever troops Qould be applied to this purpose, with- 
out withdrawing from Holkur's vicinity such a controul as should epfor^^ 
th^ conclusion of a treaty already so happily commenced. Sir William ’ 
Keir was accordingly directed to march with his division, on.j Ae eveihi^ ; 
of the 3d, towards Jawud, near which place Cheettoo was known to he ^ 
camped ; and on the following day the army changed grbi^nd to, 
soor, where Sir John Malcolm’s detachment rejoined. 



i'-^ApE ^jthhqlkur., ^ les-;.. ^ 

By this tjjln^tiie df^ers.of Governor|gene|al w^re received, respect- Mdmgi^ 
inff the terms to be giy#i> to Holkur under a^iiew ^tate pf mi^gs ; and Tan- HSkur*^;,4 
tiah Jogh having arrived, if camp by .invita;tioh. On the 3d, no time was lost 
in proceeding to a^iGonclusion. The terms proposed were, the confirmation 
of the engagements with Ameer, Khan; the cession to the British Govern- 
ment of the^ claims of Holkur upon the Rajahpoot States; the cession to 
Zalimsing; Bnjah of Kotah, of four districts formerly rented by him; the ' 
confirmation, -under the’guarantee of the British Government, to Ghuffoor 
Khan and his heirs, of his>gAire, amounting'to near four lacs' of rupees per 
annum, on the condition of his maintaining a quota of horse ; the cession of 
the tribute of Nursinghur ; and the cession to the British Government of all 
Holkur’s possessions within and to the south of the Sautpoora range of hills, ^ 
including Khandesh, Umbur, Elloora, and all his other possessions in that ' 

quarter. During three days, these terms were discussed with much earnest- 
ness and ingenuity ; and, respecting some of them, a considerable stand was 
made by Ilolkur’s ministers, particularly those which regarded Meer Khan 
and his relation Ghuffoor Khan, both of whom they reviled with great acri- 
mony, as disloyal to their sovereign. Ghuffoor Khan had been the first to in- 
duce Uolkur's mind to submission, by refusing to fly with him beyond Pur- 
tabghur ; and under his influence MeerZuffer Alice a,cted,in personally open- 
ing a channel for negotiation. These two Mahometans were not less bitter 
than the Mahrattahs, whom they denounced to Sir John Malcolm as “ the 
worst of infidels.” Whatever shew, of discussion, however, Holkur's 
party might use, they were sensible that they must submit to the terms 
prescribed ; and their objections were generally accompanied with an ap- 
l)eal to the generosity of the Governor-general, and by no means to the 
alternative of a further contest. For this indeed their master was entirely 
unjirepared, as the remains of his infantry were no longer acting under his ^ 

orders. They were, on the contrary, with Eoshun Beg atRampoora, where ^ 
this officer had sixteen guns, and usurped the authority of that town. On 
the Gth, the treaty was concluded ; and, on the following day, copies were 
interchanged by Sir Thoaias Hislop and Tantiah Jogh in a public manner, 
under' the?ceremony’ of a royal salute from the park, with the attendance ai 
Head-quartern of ^iirtJte field aftd staff-officers of the army. It consisted, in 
all, of seventeen i^irtigles; and provided, in addition to the terms already , . 
enumerated, t^^at t|ie HollEur State, should receive the protection of the 
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British Government, by means of a military force, to be Cpnvenietitly 
statioaecj for that purpose ; that a British Resident ^ould be received by/ 
Holkur; that he should submit his differences to, British arbitration 
hold no communication with other Powers, nor receive any European^ dr ^ 
American into his service, without the concurrence of the British Goteray^ 
ment; and that he should maintain a quota of three thousand horse at their 
requisition, but no further force than his revenues could afford* v 

Thus was reduced to a state of innoxiousness and dependence Z, Go- 
vernment which had long been a prey to internal feuds, and a receptacle 
for all the elements of disorder and danger^. With all its weakness this 
Government had taken pride in its independence, which rested on that most 
vicious of all foundations, the power of inflicting more harm on peaceable 
neighbours, than, its own situation made it liable to receive. As expressive 
of this state of things, the late Holkur signified to Lord Lake in 1805 , that 
his country and property were on the saddle of his horse. He also wrote 
to General Wellesley, that, in the event of hostilities, countries of many 
hundred co^ss should be overrun, plundered, and desolated. So much mis- 
rule obtained throughout his dominion, that his revenue was insignificant 
compared with his territorial possessions, and perhaps not greater than the 
countries left to him were capable of producing, under proper management. 
His system was plunder and exaction ; and the expense of the force he 
maintained for this purpose, was much greater than the contributions which 
he levied through their means. Unable thus to pay them, they were re- 
duced to plunder for their own subsistence, and consequently became in- 
different to his orders. When they found their own existence depended on 
a combined exertion, they assembled round him; but if their interests were 
separated, no fealty could be expected under such disorganization. Ac- 
cordingly it has been seen, that Ameer Khan, his principal Sjrdar, aban- 
doned him in the hour of need, to secure for himself and his heirs the gua- 
rantee of the British Government. The situation to which Holkur was thus 
reduced, could not fail of producing a forcible effect on the minds of all the 
Native Powers of India. The rapidity of his downfal was such, that the 


* The result of a com)>lete victory over Holkur's army, considering its constitution, wasfpri&told 
by the present Duke of Wellington, in 180 1, when offering a memorandum for a campaign ajojaiBSt 
that Chief. . ^ ' 
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account of the commencement of hostilities could only be considered as 
the near precursor of their termination ; and this under circumstances cal- 
culated to impress them with despair of the success of any future struggle 
against the British government. In his front were drawn up the forces of the 
three Presidencies, at a distance of more than one thousand miles from two 
of them. In his rear were the extremities of India, composed of jungles and de- 
serts where he could find no resources, and which were inhabited on one side 
by a peoj)le at war with all strangers, and on the other by the natural enemy 
of the Mahratta name. A more forcible exposition of the Briti.sh power 
could not be desired than the present state of things exhibited. Nine divi- ■* 
sions were in the field between the Punjab and the Kistnah. ' Each of 
tliese were composed of a proportion of every arm, and equal to meet inde- 
pendently any body of the enemy which could be brought collectively into 
the field. To them no corner of India appeared impervious; and the only 
imaginable obstruction to their progress, was the probable scarcity of pro- 
visions in a barren country. Even supplies they carried with them, by 
means of a system, to which the irregular government of a Native Power 
could never give effect. Thus the bazar of a British camp has sometimes 
been the only seat of plenty in a tract of many hundred miles, depopu- 
lated by a dreadful fanrine *. 

From the destructive ravages of Pindarries, it might be concluded that supply of u>e 

, ^ Army m 

Malwah, within and on the borders of which they were established, would Mdiwah. 
have been found uncultivated, and its towns deserted. This, however, was 
by no means the case : and though the grain was in many instances hidden 
or refused, the superabundance of forage near all the villages proclaimed 
the extent of its production. Rice was scarcely to be seen, but wheat grew 
in considerable quantities, and was soon adopted by the Native troops as 
tlieir common food. In fact, after the Army of the Deckan had crossed the 
Nei buddah, such was the abundance that prevailed, both for men and cat- 
tle, through the activity of a well-arranged commissariat, that Sir Thomas 
Hislop s mind was, relieved from any anxiety on this important object. Sup- 
plies which were at first called forward from distant quarters, became even 
^ real incumbrance. Under the apprehension of possible scarcity, at the 
f'j'cning of the campaign, the Government of Bombay had been requested 

^ Such was the case in the Deckan at the close of the Mahratta war of 1801 . 
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to form a commissariat depdt at Soorut. A similar application Had bSen ad- 
^ dressed to the Resident at Hydrabad, for the collection of grain, throu|fe^fte 
Nizam’s officers, at the points of Nandeir, Ellichapoor, and MulkapOor; 
The latter supplies were not collected before the troops returned, and the 
former were never brought forward ; so that perhaps no troops in India ever 
before carried on their operations with so little dependance on their depots. 
This was a happy result of able arrangements, and freed the troops acting 
from the southward, from the fetters of a rigid attention to a formal base/ 
and line^of operations, so unsuitable to the nature of the service to be per- 
formed, particularly at a season when all the rivers were fordable. 

Reference to Somc Satisfaction will be derived from the reflection, that the termina- 

Colonel Mon- , ^ 

son's disastrous tioii of hostiUtics witli Holkur took place in a quarter where the British 

Expedition. . . i i /» i i • 

army formerly suffered its greatest disgrace, under less favourable circum- 
stances, of which want of provisions was not the least. Whatever faults 
were to be attributed to Colonel Monson for the disasters which attended 
his ill-fated detachment in 1804, the superior Authority cannot be absolved 
from the responsibility of the deplorable consequences which followed this 
expedition. Colonel Monson was detached into the heart of Ilolkur’s coun- 
try, immediately previous to the filling of the rivers, with five Native bat- 
talions, and not a single European corps or a mounted soldier, except such 
irregulars as had lately been received into pay, and were therefore ill suited 
to be trusted in a situation so dangerous to their fidelity. He was to have 
co-operated with Colonel Murray from Goozerat; yet tfiere appears to have 
been no combined plan established for them. Neither officer was conse- 
quently aware of the intentions of the other, and each retired to avoid the 
consequences of an unsupported contest. Under the circumstances of Co- 
lonel Monson’s situation, if he was ordered to advance across such streams 
as the Bunnass and the Chumbul, it was his^duty, in the absence of express 
orders to the contrary, to establish on their banks such posts as should give 
security to the means of rccrossing them, to dep6ts of grain, and to small 
' e^cort^ following his rear. The strength of his force aft^r these deductions 
should have determined the distance of his advance ; for an offensive ope- 
, ration, or manoeuvre, must ever be preceded by defensive dispositions/*^ 
When he commenced his retreat, the badness of the roads soon obliged ; 
him abandon his guns, and with them the, means of kee'pingstbe;: enemy J 
at a dx^fance; ;>vhile the desertion of his horse dej^riV'M him of the^imeans 
of ascertaining th^ir intentio^^ an^^more distant movements. AlwSy®» ^ 
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however, wten the troops were called on to act, they acquitted themselves 
with valour And effect; for the Bengal Sepoys fight well, and despise irre- 
gular horse as much as any infantry in the world. But after the passage of 
the Bunnass, so many difficulties accumulated around them, that they lost 
all confidence in themselves, and in a leader who was unable to encourage 
them in their own language; and their further retreat was a complete 
rout.* 

It was this disaster which taught the Native Powers, and particularly 
Ilolkur’s army, to consider a British force as no longer invincible, or British 
measures as infallible; and when this was followed by the defence of 
Bhurtj)Oor, the impression was confirmed. Such, however, was the idea 
entertained of the perseverance of the British Government, that it had the 
credit of always contemplating with restlessness, the means of repairing 
the injury its reputation had sustained. Thus, whenever the object of any 
oj’its military preparations was not immediately obvious, it was the fashion 
t() refer it to Bhurtpoor — a habit, which, probably, ceased only with the 
re(‘ent reduction of Hattrass. This published to India, most opportunely, 
that a strong ])rofilc was an insufficient security against the means and 
^eience at the disposal of the Governor- general. 

It will follow, from what has been related, that however successful a 
direct attack of an Indian army in the field may invariably prove, able' ge- 
neral arrangements I are the indisj)ensable basis of the successful termina- 


* I'he force with which Colonel Carnac penetrated from the Jumnah to Seronf^e in 1781, was 
precisely of the same strength with Colonel Monson’s, and in many respects found itself similarly 
sitiiali’d there ; for it was harassed on all sides, deprived of supplies, and abandoned by the Na- 
tive allies whose friendship was calculated on. In this distress it recurred to the unfailin^r expe- 
dient of oftensive manoeuvre, and at night-fall marclied to attack Madhajee Scindialfs camp, thir- 
teen miles distant. This succeeded agreeably to tlie most sanguine expectation, for the enemy 
were dispersed, leaving many guns, ammunition, and elephants on tlie ground ; after which, the 
pit nieditated retreat from Scindiah’s territories became unnecessary. 

1 These are, in fact, nothing more than “ a good beginning an expression which, however 
trite and proverbial now, was equally considered an old saying in the time of Polybius. “ tor 
wl'iC'ii the ancients said that a work begun was half completed, tlieir intention was to warn us that, 
in c^’cTy undcrtakinjj) our greatest pains should be employed to make a good beginning. And 
though this manner of expression may be thought by many to be raised beyond truth, yet, in my 
jntl;nnent, it rather falls below it. ^For we n^y boldly say, not only that a work begun is half 
completed, but also that the beginning is connected closely even with the end. For how can w e 
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ti<)n of a campaign. These arrangements must, no doubt, b^-djecided'^^ 
principles which have received the conhrmation of experiencCj^sincpAh^^^ 
of war was reduced to a science. Tet their successful application, ^^der 
circumstances so different from those which gave them birth, can only be 
the result of great natural sagacity or experience. A British division vvhich „ 
keeps the field, is frequently so small as to be incapable of making a con- 
siderable detachment. Yet without detaching or falling back, it cannot 
bring up its convoys, which occasionally must move some hundred njilas 
through a hostile country, between the source of supply and the front of, the 
operations. This is one of many considerations, which are fairly calculated 
to startle a commander unversed in the conduct of a campaign in Indiy 
for whatever alternative be adopted, seems to involve the loss of vvlhateveT 
advantage may have been gained. The success which attended the advance 
of General Wellesley’s convoys in 1803, will appear more surprising than 
accountable. Their escorts were always weak ; the distance of their march 
was considerable ; and they were frequently attacked and threatened by 
enemies, whose disparity of numbers seemed to admit of no hopes of safety. 
Yet either by general good arrangement, by particular stratagem, by the 
undauntedness of the troops, or perhaps by the fortunes* of the General, 
they arrived in safety. They were, however, generally commanded by 
able and experienced f officers ; and supposing it was always possible to 


properly begin, unless we have viewed our undertaking to its utmost bounds; and known from 
wlience tlie work is to proceed, to what limits we design to extend it, and what also is the end 
proposed ? ” — Hampton’s Polybius, ii. p. 200. 8vo, edit. 

* Fortune is a most desirable ally, however uncertain she may be considered ; and though in 
the^iclection of a commander, her attachment to him may not openly be acknowledged as a mo- 
tive, the circumstance will have its weight, where Court influence docs not interpose against piiWic 
opinion. The ancients were not so squeamish of confessing her influence ; and Cicero, a philo- 
sopher as well as an orator, in giving instructions for the composition of a funeral oration, desires 
tliat, in the case of a General, he shall be extolled for his good fortunes, as well as for his bravery 
$yid skill. ^ 

t Captain Baynes, with a few companies of Native infantry and four hundred Mysore hpr§e, > 
repulsed the attack of five thousand of the Rajah of Berar’s horse, on the 81st of Octobey, 
and brought in safety his convoy of fourteen thousand bullocks to Aurungabad, wliith#y C^heral 
W^lcsley’s cainp had fallen back from Berar to favour this junction. In same,^C.a^, tj^asure 
amounting fo three lacs and a half of rupees was dispatched from the British territory^owards 
HydrabatJ, for the use of the army in the field, under an escort of a single company of 
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make the seledtifihi it may be concluded, that in their abilities the com- 
mander had placed much of his reliance for success. 

While giving due credit to the troops and the plans which reduced compariionofyi; 

° . /V. 1 the Wars with i,.;' 

Holkur s power in so short a penod, compared with a less effectual cam- noikur, in 

■ 1 • ■ • 1 1 , ... W 04 and 1817 . 

paign against mm in 1804, the great change which had taken place m his 
army, as well as in that Of other Native Powers, must not be overlooked. 

Jeswunt Rao Holkur certainly had superior military qualities ; and 
under his personal command the army of his State arrived at the summit 
of its celebrity. His victory over Scindiah and the Peishwah in 1802, had 
given him great reputation ; and he cunningly deferred his hostilities till 
the British army had been much exhausted by a campaign, in which the 
forty battalions of Perron had, after several severe actions, been destroyed. 

The regular battalions in Holkur’s service had been commanded by Eiir 
ropeans as well as those of Scindiah ; but these being all British subjects, 
who refused to fight against a British Government, they were put to death 
by the orders of Holkur, who relied on his own skill, independent of the aid 
of foreigners. This was only in character with the previous events of his 
life ; for his birth was illegitimate, and his rise effected by his natural cun- 


fantry, commanded by Lieutenant Wight. Near Paungul, this rich convoy, laden on bullocks, 
IN as attacked by a body of fourteen hundred men, on the 11 th of December, and defended 
(luring two hour.s with a loss of twenty- two men out of one hundred; but the enemy was 
rcjnilscd and the treasure saved, though it was subsequently obliged to take post till reinforced 
by an additional escort from Hydrabad. 

The example on the side of Bengal is less striking^ because all convoys Were drawn from the 
Junmah, a comparatively short line ; and this difference renders it the more necessary to be^men- 
tioned, lest no greater dangers, than a sn^ detachment can repel, should be inferred to exist, from 
the foregoing instances. One convoy of one hundred camels was lost on the 4th of October, 1^04, 
iNlthin a short distance of the €ommander-in-Chief’s camp, near Muttra; and a convoy from that 
place, of twelve thousand huUocks, escorted by a regiment of Native cavalry and a battalion of 
Native infantry, was, Within a-few miles of the camp at Bhurtpoor, attacked by Meer Khan, with 
eight thousand horse and foot^ and saved only by a seasonable reinforcement of a regiment of 


dragoons and aridther of Native cayalry* In like manner a convoy of military stores, treasure, 
and grain, on eight hundr^ carts^ and fifty thousand bullocks, escorted from Agra, for the siege 
of Bhurtpoor, by a reg[ment'^qf :dra|;oons/two regiments of Native cavalry, and three battalions of 
Native infantry, wm^at^nked by all the horse of the Rajah of that place, and of Holkur’s and his 
other au^liaries ; Waf only rescu^ from destruption by the movement of all the remaining 
cavalry, ’'and twp'bait|Jibns, i^n^r (^jBneral L^e’s personal command; 
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nmg, activity, and ambition. With such qualities, he wrested the govern- 
ment from the legitimate and elder brother, Cashee Rao, whose tipciidrty 
and weakness were unable to support a contest, and who in fact had re- 
signed his claim in favour of Scindiah. The regular battalions were gained 
over, notwithstanding the inflexibility of their commander, Dudranee, who 
fled to Perron when he could no longer controul the sentiments of his corps. 
This officer it was who originally raised them for the service of Tokajee 
Holkur, Jeswunt Raos father, in 1791, when they consisted of four batta- 
lions only, but were gradually encreascd to the twenty-four which took the 
field in the last Mahratta war. The sudden rise of his power was therefore 
as remarkable as his precipitate downfall ; and having now brought unde| 
view his power during the Mahratta wars of 1804 and 1817, it may be ac- 
ceptable to the reader to have a cursory retrospect of the progress of the 

Holkur State, traced from a remoter period. " 

View of the Jeswunt Rao’s father, Tokajee Holkur, was the first of the name who 

progress of the . • i i , 

Holkur State had auy transaction with the British, during a long government of thirty- 

bhshtiieiii. one ycars, irom 1766 to 1797 ; and he was the nephew of the first of the 

Holkurs, Mulhar Rao, who received lands in Malwah for his services, as the 
leader of a northern Mahratta army. This establishment of the family 
took place about the year 1736; and in the life of the first chief, there was 
■no collision with the British interests. It was during Tokajee’s govern- 
ment that important transactions between the Bombay Residency and the 
Mahrattas had their commencement. Holkur, like all the other Mahratta 
chiefs, was interested in the contest of the Peishwah Ragobah, whom the 
British Government supported, for certain cessions about Soorut and Bom- 
bay; with which he purchased their assistance in 1775. These cessions 
were in the following year relinquished, with the exception of Salsette, by 
tlie Treaty of Poorunder concluded with the ministers of Poonah, Ragobah’s 
enemies. In 1779, the unfortunate expedition from Bombay for Ragobah's 
re-establishment, was the commencement of a war in which Holkur was 
again engaged against the British. He offered no opposition to the march 
of General Goddard from Calpee to Soorut that year ; but was conjoined 
with Scindiah in operations against him in Goozerat in 1780. In 1781 Ge- 
neral Goddard was employed to command an expedition against PoOnah, 
which it was expected would be deprived of Holkur’s assistance, h^''a de- 
monstration made against his own territories in Malwah, frOm" the , Ide of 
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Bengal. This* expectation wjis, however, unfounded, for Holkur despised 
the menace, and assumed a position at the head of the Boar Ghat, to op- 
pose the passage of the British army from Bombay. In this he was worst- 
ed by a spirited at^ck of General Goddard, which carried all his batteries ; 
and after the general peace, negotiated in 1782-3, he never appears acting 
against the British, till the last Mahratta war, when he had risen to that 
importance from which the present war has obliged him to descend. 
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PURSUIT OF Tim PEISHWAH TO THE REDUCTION OF SATARA. 

l-Hoht of Bnjce Rao to the Southward; pursued hj the Fourth Divishu, Flight and Fur- 
suit to the Norilmard. Return of the Fcishwah towards Poonah, and consequent Alarm 
llnoc. Gallant Defence of Koreigaum. Successful Retreat to Serroor, Refections on 
(Ills Exploit. European Troops in India, how to be considered. Return of the Fourth 
hivi.sion to Serroor. March of the Dec kan Reserve from Chinnoor to P underpoor. 
Countermarch to secure a Convoq. Pursuit of the Feishwah to the Southward. Re- 
jhrtions on the Service of Cavalrq. On Iforse-artillerq. The Feishwah turned to the 
\orthward. Die Pursuit resumed bq the Fourth Division. Junction of both Divisions, 
nud Reduction of Satara. 

ry\ 

I HE operations of the Fourth Division and of the Reserve of the Army 
el the Dcckan, were unconnected with those of the divisions in Malwah, It 
has therefore been found convenient to defer a description of them, till they 
might l)c brought under one view. These operations, after the Peishwah's 
flight irom Poonah, consisted of a pursuit so unremitting as to offer few in- 
cidents on which the narrative may rest. Yet the unvarying circumstances 
which may possibly impair the interest of this chapter, are those which 
entitle the troops employed to the praise of fortitude and perseverance, fn 
die relation of this part of the work no prolixity could render it more de- 
‘^ervmg of attention. Yet while this reason may be sufficient to account 
the summary manner; whic|i is here proposed, it must be confessed that 
die materials are, on sopae occasions^ too scanty for a more diffuse method, 
ds observation particliiarly applies to the Fourth Division, whose marches, 
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as well as those of tlier Reserve, were incessant ; ai\d,So hatassing^ hs to 
leave little leisure for recording, or even for reporting minutely, the result 
of their exertions. The country, likewise, was so much occupied .by scat'- 
tered parties of the enemy, as to render extremely difficult the j3fa,ns1^isy.. 
sion of the smallest paper of intelligence ; and where it did" pass, consider- 
able delay, and risk to the bearer, attended its progress. . * ^ 

Fiigiit (I Bajce Brigadicr-general Smith’s arrangements at Poonah having been com- 
southward, pur- pleted on the 21st of November, he comii;ienced his march on th§ ‘follow- 
Fourth Divi- ing day, in search of the enemy, who were understood to be .^t 
(Map vn Satara, where the Nepunkur joined him with one thousand Arat|^ ai^cl 

two thou?5and horse. On the 24th the Brigadicr-general was at Raj^arrah, ^ 
where he halted to rest his troops, after the fatigues undergone, through the 
whole of the previous day, in getting his heavy guns up the little Boar 
Ghat. On the 25th the division made a march of twenty-four miles, during * 
which it came in sight of two thousand of the enemy in front, whom the 
Brigadier-general pursued with the cavalry, horse-artillery, and light bat- 
talion, but without coming up with them. A larger body hung on his rear 
during the latter part of the day, but without depriving him of many bul- 
locks. On the 27th the division halted at the foot of the Salpee Ghat, 
which it ascended the following day, under a shew of opposition from a 
body, who threw some rockets, and increased towards the end of the 
march to the number of three or four thousand ; while in the rear there was 
an equal number. On that and the following night, the Peishwah was at 
Poossasaollee, which he left before day-light of the 29th, by the road to 
IMerritch, with five thousand horse, composed of the Nepunkur s* and Put- 
wurdhun’s^; confiding to Gokla*, with the main body, the service of ob- 
structing the march of his pursuers. This chief, with the Vinchoorkur^ 
and the elder Gorparah*, placed themselves at the Neivee pass, expecting 
that the division would march that way ; but it made a detour by the right, 
and disappointed this arrangement, arriving in four marches from the Sal- 
pee Ghat at Poossasaollee, where it halted on the 2d of December. 

’light and pur- In the mean while, the Peishwah, flying south from Brigadier-general 
i^nhVltd, Smith, found himself necessitated to double towards the northward by Pnn- 
'^►derpoor. For, at this time, the Reserve under Brigadier- general Pritzler, 


See the Desciiption of tlie Peish^ali’s Forces, p. IG 
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was advancing from the Kisthah, as will be hereafter described ; and 
further to the east was the Nizam’s frontier. The division followed the 
Peishwah to Punderpbor,. and halted there on the 8th and ^th, having been 
greatly incommoded and harassed during the march, by large bodies of 
horse, which surrounded it, and contracted its means of procuring provi- 
sions. On the 9th at night, an attempt was made to beat up the bivouac of 
the principal body of the enemy under Gokla, distant about ten miles. 

For this purpose a detachment of six hundred men, with two gallopers, 
was placed under the orders of Lieutenant-colonel Wilson, of the Bombay 
European regiment. But a smaller body, belonging to the Vinchoor chief, 
being found in the road, the necessity of attacking them prevented the sur- 
prise of the main body.* 

Learning at Punderpoor that the Peishwah had gone to Peirgaum, the Flight ami 
division followed in that direction, crossing the Neerah at Soorut, and the Northward 
Bcomah at Kundoogaum. As from hence he continued his flight towards 
Niissuck on the Godavery, the pursuit was maintained without a halt, to 
Serroor, where the division arrived on the I7th, and was joined by the 2d 
battalion of the I5th Madras Native infantry, which had encamped there 
since the Gth. This arduous march of three hundred miles in twenty-six 
days was performed with the incumbrance of heavy guns; for on leaving 
Poonah, it was a matter of great uncertainty what measures would be 
adopted by the Peishwah, who had the option either of keeping the field, 
or of standing a siege in one of his numerous strong forts. As that measure 
appeared no longer probable. Brigadier-general Smith dropped his train at 
Serroor, and made other arrangements for a more expeditious pursuit. 

These occupied him till the 2lst, when he received a convoy of provisions 
from Bombay. Thus prepared, the next day he left Serroor, under the com- 
mand of Colonel Fitzsiraon, with orders to detach the 2d battalion of the 
I5th Madras Native infantry to Peirgaum on the Beemah, to join the Reserve 
shortly expected ill that quarter ; and marched lightly equipped, passing 
Ahmednuggur on the 24th, and crossing the Pheira on the 26th, at Colar. 

Be was induced itp follow this route, from understanding that the Peishwah 
had proceeded fb'^^e left by Kullum and Jooneer, where there were seve- 
ral passes, which, it was reported, the enemy had broken up. It was also 

I . — ■ 

$ee Appendix H. I. for Casualties to this date. 
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Return of the 
PcKhwdh to- 
wards Poonah, 
and consequent 
alarm there. 


in the Brigadier-generals view to interpose between the Peishwah and the 
Ghats of Khandesh. On the arrival of the division on the Pheira, the 
enemy, finding it already north of him, abandoned his intention of visiting 
Nassuck, and fled precipitately to the southward. 

The division continued its march up the river to Sungumneir. It being 
ascertained there, that the Peishwah, having been joined by Trimbukjee's 
infantry, had suddenly taken the road towards Poonah, the division 
followed him, as expeditiously as possible, through a rough and confined 
country. The passage of the Wassoora Ghat, on the .29th, was attended 
with considerable difficulty; the rear guard not rejoining till noon the 
following day, from the necessity of dragging all the guns, through the Ghat, 
by hand. To obviate further delay, the division was formed into, two 
parts : one ^ continued the direct pursuit under the Brigadier*-generars 
personal command; and the other f descended the Ghats under Colonel 
Boles, to prevent the Peishwah s return towards Khandesh by an eastern 
route. The head-quarters of the division marched by Wuttoor and Kullum, 
and on the 2d of January, reached Chakun ; the Peishwah having arrived 
there, on the 30th of December, with the supposed intention of repossessing 
himself of the capital, which was within eighteen miles of that place. The 
division was, at the same time, distant one hundred and twenty-eigM 
miles. As the Peishwah was also accompanied by the whole of his army, 
and had a powerful influence among the inhabitants, much solicitude was 
naturally excited in the mind of the commanding officer, for the safety of 
the important charge confided to him. 

Colonel Burr had, at this time, under his command three Native bat- 
talions, including one of the auxiliary corps, with some light artillery. 
Also Major Cunningham had arrived at Poonah, on the 28th of Decem- 
ber, with seventeen hundred irregular horse, for the purpose of mus- 
tering and paying them there. The Colonel, doubtful of Brigadier-general 
Smith’s movements, was only certain of his being at a considerable dis- 
tance ; which appeared so remote, as to favour the supposed designs of 


^ Consisting of the horse-artijlery, the second regiment of Madras catvah^* if 

05 th regiment of foot, the light b^ittalion, and the 1st battalion of the 2d regiment of Bombay 
Native infantry. ' ^ 

t Composed of the foot-artillery, the Bombay European regiment, and tw^ Nafivl battalitJ*^^* 
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the Peishwah. In this st%te> of affairs, he considered himself authorized 
to augment his means by calling to his aid another battalion of Native 
infantry frorafSproor. Accordingly, at his requisition. Captain Staunton 
inarched with We 2d battalion of the 1st Bombay Native infantry, two guns 
under Lieutenant Chisholm, pf the Madras artillery, and Lieutenant Swan- 
ston's detachment of two hundred and fifty reformed horse. 

This detachment left Serroor, on the 31st of December, at eight p. • GdlUnt defence 

it 11 ■ • r 11 . ” . Koreigduin. 

and at ten the lollowing forenoon, had reached the high ground overlooking [Pian i ).) 
Koreigaum, at twenty-seven miles distance from Serroor. Captain Staunton (^i.) 
was now presented with a most cheerless prospect. In the valley below, 
lay the whole of the Peishwah’s army, consisting of twenty thousand horse 
and nearly eight thousand foot, encamped on the right bank of the Beemah, (a:. k. e. e.) 
above the village of Koreigaum ; under the walls of which, the high road 
to Poonali crossed the river by a ford. Lhckily for this detachment, the 
road to the village, which was on the left bank, was unoccupied by the 
enemy. Captain Staunton pushed for the walls of Koreigaum, and suc- 
ceeded in gaining that position, before it fell entirely into the hands of the 
enen^y. They were little aware of the approach of the detachment ; but 
soon concluding what measure it would adopt, they likewise detached some 
infantry to secure the village. Both parties accordingly succeeded in oc- 
cupying a part ; and the village w^as immediately afterwards surrounded 
by bodies of horse and foot, with two heavy guns. The Peishwah ascended 
an eminence at some distance to await the contest, and to encourage the 
troops by his presence; while his principal chiefs gathering round him, 
flattered his hoj>cs with the early destruction of this small but resolute band. 

The village of Koreigaum is very irregular, and composed of terraced 
buildings, some of ^ them substantial and surrounded with a wall. It also 
contains a small choultry ^ of which the British gained possession; but the 
most commanding situation was left to the enemy. Good positions were 
however obtained for the two guns, to command the avenues by which the 
enemy might approach in force ; but even this advantage was greatly re- 
duced, by thetr being exposed to a sniping fire from neighbouring walls, 
fhe village became extremely crowded ; both horse and foot, as well as 
baggage, cattle,|:|nd followers, being obliged to take shelter in it ; and 
multitude 6f th^^^elny pressing on them with daring impetuosity. Situ- 
ated as the two l?^hrer,the British had every “reason to expect, that 
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eyeji a desperate resistance tnust soon be overcome ; and Captain Staunton 
fkiling in his endeavours to drive the enemy from their strong positions, 
was reduced to the measure of defending his own. ^ 

in this state was the detachment, at twelve o'clock at nOTn, cut off from 
the water, under a burning sun, after a long night march and no , subsequent 
repose. On entering the village, it consisted of five huhdred Native in- 
fantry, and twenty-six European artillery, besides the horse, who had no’ 
room to act, and were unsuitably armed for defence, when dismounted. These 
troops were commanded by eight European officers, including two assistant- 
surgeons, who were more usefully employed in encouraging the fighting 
men, than in attending the wounded. The infantry of the enemy, who 
advanced to the attack of the village, are represented as three bodies of 
one thousand men each. They were all, probably, Arabs, for that corps 
with the Peishwah was estimated at three thousand. No regular descrip- 
tion can be expected of such a conflict. It consisted, on one side, of im- 
petuous attacks, repulsed by desperate sallies from the other ; for, when 
closely pressed, the detachment, in order to gain room, was obliged to 
charge with the bayonet. This measure, therefore, was frequently re- 
peated, and with success ; but as a charge must always be led by an 
European officer, the majority of these became disabled by death, or 
wounds, in successive attacks. So much execution was done by the guns, 
that the enemy found no important impression could be made till they were 
taken. These, therefore, became the object of all the direct attacks ; as 
well as of the galling fire kept up, with aim, from behind some walls. In 
one of these assaults a gun was taken. Lieutenant Chisholm was killed, 
and his severed head sent off as a trophy to the Peishwah ; but the gun 
was immediately afterwards retaken by a successful charge, and the enemy 
driven out with much loss by the way they came in. 

In the course of the day. Lieutenants Swanston and Connellan, and 
Assistant-surgeon Wingate, who were severely wounded, were placed for 
safety in the choultry ; but this small building fell into the enemy’s pos- 
session in one of their successful attacks. Conceiving that this Advantage ; 
ensured to them the victory, they gave way to the desire . of plundetj' and 
put Mr. Wingate to death, in a spirit of cruelty. The same ‘ 

the two'remaining officers, when Captain Staunton, Lieutenant^fjlcwhs, and 
Mr. Wylie, the only officers left unhurt, vigorously, charged' thft^nomy io 
turn, reedvefed the choultry, with all the lost ground, / tod.; the 
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lives of their companions. all the success which had hitherto at- 

tended the defence qf Koreigaum,' the loss was so great, and the exertion 
attended with so much exha,ustion from want of water and refreshment, 
that some of the men, both European and Native, considered resistance 
hopeless, and expressed a desire to apply for terms. Their commanding 
officer, however, such is the result of education, formed a better judgment 
of the state of their affairs : while he encouraged them to persevere, he re- 
presented the forlorn prospect of a surrender to barbarous and cruel ene- 
mies, exasperated by the contemplation of their own losses. This exhorta- 
tion had the desired effect, and the enemy began to doufrt the success of 
further attacks. They however maintained their original position in the. 
village till nine p. m., when they finally evacuated ittto seek repose and re- 
freshment ; apprehensive, probably, of being exposed to attacks in their 
turn, if they remained longer. Under cover of the night the dietachment 
got a supply of water, and made preparations for renew ing the contest 
next morning, being now in possession of the whole of the village. But 
the enemy were satisfied with the attempts which had been already made ; 
and day-light on the 2d discovered them preparing to move off on the 
Poonah road. This had now become necessary, as on that day Brigadier- (Map vi.) 
general Smith arrived at Chakun. 

From subsequent accounts it appears, that the Peishwah’s army were Successful lu. 

^ , 111* Serroor. 

to have marched, oa the previous day, from Koreigaum, though their 
movement was deferred unusually late ; and tliat, had the detachment ar- 
rived there an hour later, this severe contest would never have occurred. 

Captain Staunton was entirely ignorant of the position of the Fourth Di- 
vision. It was therefore incumbent on him to provide for his retreat to 
the point from whence he marched. His want of ammunition and provi- 
sions precluded his remaining where he was, and the continuance of his 
progress to Poonah was impracticable, seeing the enemy already occupied 
that road. It seems, at the same time, that they expected this measure 
to be attempteif^; as^^hey lay all that day and night at Loonee. They, also, 
endeavoured to induce the detachment to move to the same place, by send- 
ing in spies, as from Major Cunningham, with an invitation to meet him 
there, and to march into Poonah. Captain Staunton appeared to acquiesce, 

Jind made his'arrangementj|, for'the conveyane^ of his sick ; Tor some, who 
were able to ride, on bull^|k!s ; and fpr the, remainderji in blankets slung to 
^ pole, to be carried - b-^ th^r comrades. But, as ni^ht fell, instead of fol- 
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lowing the expected route, he took that of Serroor, and at nine o’clock the 
next morning the detachment entered that place, wth their guns- and 
wounded, with drums beating and colours flying., Lieutenant Patter- 
son here died of his wounds, but the two remaining wounded officers reco- , 
vered. Of twenty-six artillerymen, twelve were killed ancf, eight wounded ; . 
of Native infantry, there were fifty killed and one hundred arid five founded; 
and of the reformed horse, ninety-six killed, wounded, and missing : while 
the loss of the enemy was estimated at six or seven hundred men. This will 
be easily accounted for, by adverting to the situation in which their attacks 
were necessarily made, in avenues raked by the two guns. On one- of-these \ 
occasions they are represented as having suffei’ed a dreadful loss. An artil- 
leryman serving his gun, half filled it with grape, and let them approach 
within a dozen yards of the muzzle before he applied the match ; nor did it 
miss fire to disappoint his coolness, but discharged the unusual contents 
where no effect could be lost. It seems that this detachment marched 
with what would generally be held a superabundant supply of ammunition, 
both gun and musciuet ; the deficiency of which has been, on so many occa- 
sions, the cause of unavoidable surrender. The 2d battalion of the 15th 
Madras Native infantry, which had marched on the 23d of December for 
Peirgauin, returned by forced marches on the evening of the 2d to Serroor, 
having been called in from its insulated position, by repeated expresses, on ■ 
the approach of the Peishwah. - ’ 

It would be difficult to form any opinion but one, respecting the in- 
flexible defence of Koreigaum. Thus the public, as well as every con- 
stituted authority, though differing in the expression of their sentiments on 
many occasions, concurred in bestowing their unqualified and enthusiastic 
commendation ol‘ the behaviour both of officers and men. In the general 
alacrity to acknowledge their services, the hackneyed expressions of applause 
appeared insufficient and unsatisfactory. In order to strain the imagination 
to the utmost, this brave detachment is represented as having defeated the 
attacks of the Peishwah’s entire army. Such exaggeration, pjqhnhljV aitses”? 
from a common quality of the human mind, which' renders it ^Oaj^bleof 
forming a distinct idea, when under the influence of admitatiOn f‘’for ffiere" 
can be no greater mistake than to imagine the attack of i 

the Peishwah’s forces. His choicest infantry, amounting^o n^r four times ^ 
the numbers of the British force, assailed them, on all sidei^( 3 *|tith!an im- 
petuosity and perseverance, to be surpassed only by th||| w;i&’%'^hicb the,. 
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assaults were repelled, 'it -does iot even appear that this division of the 
enemy was ev^ relieved or reinforced. There were probably no more, 
brave elmugh to take their places. Reinforcement was also unnec^sary, 
where already more were present than could act simQltaneously. The 
twenty thousand cavalry were distributed over the plain, on both sides of 
tlie river; but none of this arm could be brought into action. The utmost 
efl'ect which could have been produced by this developement of the whole 
army, was to appal, through the eye, a handful of men, with whose num- 
bers there was no parity. But this handful was composed of soldiers who 
required to be addressed through other senses, and despised a display 
which could only impose on the ignorant and untried. The unembellished 
report* of the commanding officer, clear as it is mr^st, will always com- 
mand, from the intelligent, higher admiration than any figurative exhibition. 
The facts were such, that their unadorned exposure presents the most 
forcible appeal for well-earned applause. f If a similar defence occurred in 
European warfare, and proposed for its object the detention of the enemy 
from some other point of great importance, it would be justly appreciated 
on that account ;• but in the absence of that, or some other object of equal 
moment, it is a question if such determination would be held excusable. 
The apparent hopelessness of the situation would afford sufficient argu- 
ments for the necessity of a surrender; and the detachment might, ^or might 
not, according to circumstances, be permitted to march out with the 
honours of war. But this reasoning applies to civilized warfare, where 
prisoners of war are treated with respect ; whereas, with a Native enemy, 
no depenclance can be placed on their promises of security. Whenever 
they have been trusted, immediate slaughter, or cruel treatment, has been 
the invariable consequence . The faith of a British officer is so well esta- 
blished, that Native garrisons will surrender to a British force ; but, pef- 


* Vide AppeaUix. l! 

■f Tliure Appears a sort of fatality attached to tlie name of Korcigaum ; for in a village ot tliat 
appon.ation did Captain O’Di^nell and Lieutenant Morgan, of tl>o Madras Estahlishruent, with a 
e')m|]auy of Native infantry, and details from corps in camp drafted into new corps, take po*t in 
1S03, on their march from ,^hiiic^'uggur. They attacked by twelve hundred horse, and 
'■iree times their own number of foot, at intmdr, durinftitwo days, and as many nights, tdl 
relieved by a xletachipaent sent to their assistance, after having in th#ee. sallies killed a nimibi r ol 
tlieir enemies eqi^l to their own strength. ' ' , : . 
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haps, there is no example of a body of troops, in' the field, laying down 
their arms. When defeated, they expect no quarter ; and the irregularity 
of their flight is such, as to afford no Opportunity of offering them terms. 
Their chief is generally, on such an occasion, the first to fly; and there re- 
mains no one to be answerable for the rest, or to whom the victors can ^ffer 
terms. 

European The characteristic, common to the defences of Koreigaum and Seeta- 

how to be con- buldee* is, that the positions were maintained without any European force, 
except the detail of artillery and the European officers. The corps '^hich 
were engaged on these occasions have shewn themselves to be brave troops; 
and there are, no doubt, many more as good, on the establishments to which 
they belong. Yet it, would be a dangerous precedent, to draw, from 
these events* arguments against the necessity, at all times, of a strong force 
of Europeans in India, even though an insulated instance might fee jifeewn of 
a Native behaving better than an European corps. On this subject, some 
reasoning has been already adduced; and the opinion ought to be ever 
maintained, that the possession of India will be risked, whenever the num- 
ber of Europeans shall be diminished. They are in the Indian army what, 
in ground, is the key of the position, in which the power is concentrated. 
They answer to the centre of gravity in phy sicks, which being supported, 
the bod j is held in equipoise. Did they even produce no other effect than 
the emulation excited by their presence, it would be deplorable impolicy to 
withdraw from the Native troops so strong a stimulus. European troops 
have ever maintained a high character in India for bravery and discipline, 
which are seldom separated ; and they are always maintained under the 
immediate eye of their officers, who have few objects in this country to dis- 
tract their attention. It is only required that their services should pro- 
perly applied: they were never meant for pursuing Pindarries. irre- 

gularity of such services would injure their discipline ; besides 'that, the 
train required for their provisions would render quite nugatory ^such an at- 
tempt. The European foot in India will act in the capacity of grenadiersf, 

- , - V'’’' , 

, ■ .■^1 5 ', 

* The same remark applies to Colonel Montresor’s defence of the position of Seedas<?er witfc 
three battalions of Bombay Native infantry, on the 6th of March 
army, during six hours, until relieved by General Stuart, 
t Marshal Villars calls them, “ Varme de^Hnfantene” 
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which formerly in Europe composed a distinct corps*. The dragoons, in 
like manner, should be considered as the heavy horse ; and, in a general 
war, they will never want an opportunity of being so used. Why more of 
them were not brought, in advance, from the Madras establishment, can only 
ha\e arisen from the anticipation, that the operations of the war would be 
ot too desultory a nature for their employment. 

On the 2d of January, Brigadier-general Smith learned at Chakun the Hemmofthc 

Cl >11 • 1 TT • Fourth Division 

situation of Capt. Staunton s detachment, on the previous day, at Koreigaum, to serroor. 
whither he hastened on the following morning to his relief. Finding that he 
had returned to Serroor, the head-quarters of the division halted on the 4th, 
ha^ing marched sixty-one miles during the last three days, after a ’cbnstant 
movement of ten days since it left Serroor, On the 6th, it returned to that 
place, and halted there on the 7th, when it was rejoined by the detachment 

’ I'lic late Tippoo Sooltaiin shewod no bad idea of tlic use, though not of the management, of 
Emopi ans, wlien he declared, that had he a corps of them in his service, he would carry them all 
in (/(u>/n,s, and, on the proper occasion, slip them, like the hunting tiger, at their prey. The play- 
fulness of the European character, compared with that of the Asiatic, throws an air of frolic over 
tlie most desperate undertakings, One of these was tlie storm of tlie rocky licight near Can'cghaut, 
on the loth of May, 1791, occupied by the Sooltann’s forces, and crowned by a powerful battery. 

The preparations for this service were contemplated by the present Nuwaub of Elliehapoor, Sula- 
)mt Klian, then a young man, with a degree of wonder which seemed, in a manner, to suspend 
his faeiihies. When the attack succeeded, and he recovered from his astonishment, his first ques- 
tion to the late Sir Barry Close, near whom ho happened then to be, was : “ For friendship sake 
tell me, candidly and confidentially, wore tliose countrymen of yours made drunk jirevious to the 
ihsanlt.'’ for whether I consider the desperate nature of the service, or the gaiety with which it 
'>as undertaken, I am alike at a loss to attribute tlieir conduct to men in their vsober sense's.” 

riic foll()^^ing extract from Orme’s account of the battle of tlic “ Golden Rock” affords another 
example of this characteristic : “ In such circumstances, tlic officers unanimously agreed in 
opinion witli their general, that it was safer to make a gallant push, than to retreat before such 
numbers of enemies ; and the soldiers seeming much deliglit(‘d at this opportunity of having what 
they called a fair knock at the Frenchmen oft the plains, Major Lawrence took advantage of the 
good disposition of the whole, and, giving due commendations to their spirit, ordered the grena- 
diers to attack the rock wdth fixed bayonets, whilst he himself, with the rest of the troops, wheeled 
round the foot of it, to engage the French battalion. The soldiers received the orders with three 
huzzas; and the grenadiers, setting out at a great rate, though at the same time keeping their 
ranks, paid no attention to thfe scattered fire they received from the rock, nor made a halt until 
they got to the top of it^ whilst the enemy, terrified at their intrepidity, descended as they were 
ft^ounting, without daring to stand the shock of their onset.” — Book IV. A. D. 1753. 

2 B 
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Mcnch t)f the 
Deck«n Reserve 
from Chinnoor 
to Punderpoor. 
\Map VI.) 


Countermarch 
to secure a 
Convoy. 


under Colonel Boles. As the further pursuit of the Peishw^ brought th€ 
Fourth Division into co-operation with the Reserve, it will here be proper 
to recur to Brigadier-general Pritzler’s movements from the Pooab*. 

The Reserve Division, on the 20th of November, recommenced its march 
from Chinnoor ; the cavalry-brigade having, two days before, proceeded m 
the direction of the Calachaboottra Ghkt, pursuant to the original plau, which 
has been noticed (pp. 68, 59.) It had however scarcely moved, when intel- 
ligence was received of the rupture at Poonah. It was immediately directed 
to march upon Nowlie, on the Kistnah, with a design to cross that river. 
But that Ghat was, on examination, found less favourable than the Dunnoor 
or Tuguduhal Ghat, on the high road between Bellary and Poonah. Thither, 
accordingly, the Reserve proceeded, by the route of Moodgul, and arrived, on 
the 25th, on the right bank of the Kistnah. The passage of the river occu- 
pied till the 5th of December; the light artillery, under Lieutenant-colonel 
Dali’ymple, having, three days previously, joined from Bellary. The delay 
of this operation, though the elephants and camels were enabled to ford im- 
mediately above the ferry, arose from the scarcity and small size of the' 
boats, of which twelve only could be procured. This division was now pre- 
pared to advance in the direction of Poonah, for which purpose the Resi- 
dent there had addressed a requisition to Brigadier-general Pritzler. After 
crossing the Kistnah, the Brigadier-general had reason to expect that he 
should be early annoyed by the enemy’s horse, as affairs had reached that 
crisis when, under a Native Government, every armed man, who has a 
horse, leaves his home to profit by the confusion of the times. Five marches 
brought the force, on the 11th, to Beejapoor, by Cliimblighee and Ballottee. 
During the last day’s movement, some thousands of the enemy appeared on 
the left ; but on finding preparations made to attack them, they retirg4 with 
precipitation, pursued by the British cavalry. Brigadier-general Pifltzler 
continued his march without interruption till his arrival, on the 17th, at 
Punderpoor, by the route of Jallihal and Hooljettee, having been in motion 
without a halt twelve days. 

At this time a convoy of grain and supplies, under the charge of Lieute- 
nant Kensey, and two companies of the 2d battalion of the 12th regiment, 
which followed the route of the Reserve from the Ceded Districts, had arrived 


♦ Literally, “ Two Waters,” being, in this instance, the covmtry situate betyreen the rivers 
Toombudta and Kistnah. 
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within a matiph pf^J^eejapoor, when the Lieutenant found il;p safety threat- 
ened by parties of the enemy hanging on , his progress. , , fie accordingly 
took up a ^sitipn,^ for his better purity. The intelligence of this measure 
reached Brigadier-pneral Pritzler at Punderpoor, A detachment was, in 
consequence, sent to the relief of. Lieutenant Kensey, on the 2 1st of De- 
cember, under the command of Captain Baker, of the rifle corps. It con- 
sisted of four companies of that battalion, and one squadron of the 7th regi- 
ment of Native cavalry. On the 24th, the division fell back to favour the 
junction of the convoy, and arrived on the 27th at Hooljettee, where it halted 
on the 28th.' The division was enabled, by the approach of the convoy, to 
return on the 29th 'towards Punderpoor, and reached that place on the 1st 
of January, when it was overtaken by the escort with all the commissariat 
supplies. 

After a day’s halt at Punderpoor, preparatory to an active march in 
search of the enemy. Brigadier-general Pritzler recommenced his movement 
oil the 3d of January. ■ On the following day, he arrived at Auklooss, having 
learned that the Peishwah was on his return southward; for that chief 
had,, only the day before, left Koreigaum. In order to intercept him, the 
march was still continued up the Neerah, and the division arrived, on the Gth, 
in the vicinity of Fultun. There finding that the Peishwah was passing the 
head of the column to the southward, the direction of the Salpee Ghat was 
taken, in order to follow him. He arrived, on the 7th, at Mahaollee, in the 
vicinity of Satara, having again divided his force to favour his flight. The 
rear detachment, as on a former occasion, in front of Brigadier-general Smith, 
made a shew of opposition, at the head of the pass, on the 8th, when the 
Reserve ascended. , The cavalry were sent to attack the enemy’s horse, 
who were in considerable bodies. Coming up with one of these, it cut tq, 
pieces about fifty of them; but an impression was made on the baggage, 
many grain-bullocks being driven off, with some stragglers. The Peish- 
wah did not await, at Satara, the ascent of the Salpee Ghat by his pursuers; 
hut, on the night of the 7th, fled again down the left bank of the Kistnah, 
and reached, on the 11th, the vicinity of Merritch. Brigadier-general Pritz- 
ler followed him, by forced marches, by Poossasaollee, Tausgaum, Mal- 
gaum near Memtch, an<| Erroor on the Kistnah, which he crossed on the 
15th ; the Peishwah havhig passed, at the same place, two days before. 
From hence this chief sent off his infantry, unable to keep up with so rapid 
a flight, to Neepaunee ; ani fled himself across the Gutpurba, near Gokauk, 


Pursuit of tlic 
Pcishwdli to til 
Southward; 
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as if to Badaumce ; leaving a large corps under Gokla and the Vinchoorkur 
to dispute the progress of his pursuers. This corps, accoi^dingly, on the 
17th, after the Reserve had taken up its ground, appeared in broken parties, 
and approached to reconnoitre the camp. At first the cavalry pickets were 
ordered out, while the enemy endeavoured to drive off some camp^ cattle. 
They were afterwards supported by the rest of the cavalry; andf^e line 
was ordered under arms, when the numbers of horse increased. '"^They at 
first shewed two large divisions, about two miles from the camp. One of 


these, Major Dbveton, with one squadron of his Majesty’s 22d dragoons, and 
two squadrons of Native cavalry, charged and routed. After this, re-form- 
ing his corps, he proceeded to the left to attack the second, which manoeuvre 
carried him to a considerable distance. On turning to rejoin the line, he 
found a third body of the enemy, formed from parts of the other two, inter- 
posed between him and the camp. To free himself from this body, he 
charged a third time, and returned with the loss of only three men ; while 
that of the enemy was computed at from fifty to a hundred. Estimating this 
exploit by the loss which attended its success, it appears very inconsider- 
able; but it was expected to deter the enemy from again making demons 
Stratton, which put the troops, after a long march, to considerable inconve- 
nience. There is, indeed, no doubt that the freedom with which the cavalry 
of the Reserve were always detached, contributed to keep its line of march 
much more free from annoyance than that of the other division engaged on 
the same service. This visit was, however, a sort of larewell, as on the 
following day the enemy’s horse went off* to interpose themselves between 
the Peishwah and nearer enemies. 

To an eye unaccustomed to contemplate large numbers of Native horse 
in solid though irregular bodies, they must appear a formidable object* for 
the attack of a few squadrons; but a consideration of their ^composition 
removes the impression ; while to an officer like Major Doveton, who had 
served long in India, habit had rendered such reasoning superfluous* An al- 
lusion has already been made to that want of sympathy between tlie parts 
of an irregular body, which prevents them from depending on the assistance 


* On this point Orme has a similar remark — “ Whosoever has seen a body of ten tlionsand 
horse advancing on the i’ull gallop altogether, ■\vill acknowledge, with the Mareschals Villars ^nd 
Saxe, that their appearance is tremendous, be tlieir discipline or courage what k^ will.'’— 
page 293, 
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of each other. < Its size prevents the attack of a small but compact corps 
from being otherwise than partially received ; and as an equal front of an 
irregularbody can never stand such. a shock, the part menaced must give 
way. The body is thus broken, and each part acts on the principle of 
avoiding an exposure to the sole and concentrated brunt of the action. 
AVhile the part immediately attacked flies, did the remainder fall on the 
rear of its pursuers, the chace must be immediately abandoned. This, 
however, would imply a degree of combination, the absence of which is 
supposed; and the facility with which disciplined squadrons divide, re- 
assemble, charge, and halt, by a single trumpet-sound, keeps each part of 
the enemy in that constant alarm of being separately attacked, which re- 
duces all its efforts to the object of self-preservation. It was, therefore, no 
want of individual courage which produced the misbehaviour of the enemy, 
either on this occasion or on that of Captain Fitzgerald s charge at Nagpoor ; 
but the apprehension, however paradoxical it may appear, of being obliged 
to contend against odds. Our cavalry are too few in number to authorize 
the experiment of loose skirmishing. If that were tried, it would soon be 
found that those horse, now so despicable in a body, would be most formi- 
dable ill detail. The best arm against the enemy’s skirmishers are the 
horse-artillery, which will always oblige them to withdraw. If to these be 
attached a party of either horse or light infantry, or both, as an active re- 
serve, the cavalry may attack and pursue with little risk. 

These reflections give occasion to mention the subject of horse-artillery, 
and its application in Indian warfare. In fact their greatest impression is 
made by demonstration * ; but as long as that impression is great, it matters 
little how it is effected. In the absence of numerous cavalry, they perform, 
in a reserve, a most important part to that arm, as above-mentioned. They 
will be thrown forward, with proper support, to great advantage, for th^ 
acquisition or temporary maintenance of a point during other formations. 
Their use also will be truly understood in a general action, by having a bat- 
tery of them in reserve, to be produced where not expected, on the critical 

) 


* All important use pf horse-artillery in Europe is the means it afTords of reducing a discom- 
fited enemy to the ncceswty of laying down their arms ; for tlic rapidity of its movement deprives 
tlicni of the hopes of escape by flight ; but it has been already ^bewn, that no ilanonstration cun 
a body of fugitive troops in India surrender themselves prisoners of war after an imine- 
diate defeat. 
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occasion of any special effort. All these services have a cl^racter of yiva- 
city, and not of perseverance, for which horse-artillery are little calculated; 
being more exposed to injury than the, unassuming foot-artillery, whose 
solid worth is proved by their ability to make a deep and lasting impres- 
sion. The horse-artillery partake of the shewy nature of the,^cavalry. 
Their whole system of manoeuvre and instruction, appointment 
is calculated by rapidity and noise to compensate for the want of^dcision 
and weight. 

The Reserve continued the pursuit of the Peishwah, and on the 19th of 
January crossed the Gutpurba to Caogully; where, finding he had re- 
crossed, and was returning towards the Kistnah, the division likewise 
marched to that river, and arrived at Gullagullee on the 23d, having re- 
crossed the Gutpurba at Moodagolah. Though this unremitting march had 
turned the Peishwah back to the northward, and therefore averted the dan- 
ger that seemed to threaten the British territory by his approach to its 
frontier, the pursuit was by no means relaxed till arriving at Seedapoor, on 
the 27th, by a march up the Kistnah, it was ascertained that the enemy, 
who had passed Kuttanee seven days before, were . now followed by the 
Fourth Division, under Brigadier-general Smith; The Reserve halted on 
the 29th and 29th, having marched three hundred and forty-six miles in 
twenty-five successive days. 

On the 8th of January, Brigadier-general Smith had recommenced 
his march from Serroor, having with his head-quarters, as formerly, a 
lightly equipped division, and leaving with Colonel Boles the less active 
part of the force, in charge of the battering-train, to act as a reserve, and 
cover Poonah by movements in that neighbourhood. The march was con- 
ducted without molestation from an enemy, or any extraordinary qccur- 
fence, till the 21st, when the division arrived, by the route of Peirgaum, 
Fultun, Raja Nuddee, and Sheitpool, at Keelcigaum. There, was ascer- 
tained that the Peishwah, in his flight from the Reserve, h^ crossed to 
Kuttanee, on the left bank of the Kistnah. From hence he fled to Erroor, 
and there made a shew' of pitching his tents, giving out, with a view.of drawl- 
ing the Fourth Division in that direction, that he was proceeding to Nee- 
paunee. He struck his tents again after a few hours; and when he, cal- 
culated on having misled his pursuers, he suddenly tunied to the north- 
ward, and went with great celerity by Islampoor and Kuraur to Satara. 
Brigadier-general Smith, in the mean while, made a forced march of 
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twenty-eight miles 'on the 22d, to Augur,, there receiving faithful intelli- 
gence of thei ultimate rbOte of the Peishwah up the right bank of the Kist- 
nah. On the following day he dirfeited his march on Merritch, very much 
harassed by the enemy’s horse pressing on his rear-guard. On the 24th 
they werb on both flanks, in numbers estimated at ten thousand. They 
likewise blosed bn the rear, till the division found itself obliged to take up 
ground, by the difficulty with which the baggage advanced in a rugged 
country, incessantly threatened by the enemy.. The line then moved out 
to repel these attacks, which were more daring than on any former occa- 
sion, as the enemy stood the fire of five six-pounders and a howitzer for a 
considerable time. They, however, effected their object in preventing fur- 
ther progress during that day ; for the rapid strides made by the division 
alarmed them for the' safety of the Peishwah, who depended now, as for- 
merly, on (Hokla’s exertions to invpede the advance of his pursuers. The 
Brigadier-general had previously received instructions from Mr. Elphin- 
stone, to re-or^nize two corps, with the assistance of the Reserve; one of 
which should contain all the means of pursuit, and the other all the neces- 
sary equipment for a siege. Colonel Boles was accordingly directed to 
bring forward the battering-train for that purpose. The pursuit of the 
Peishwah carried the Brigadier-general to meet it by the route of Poossa- 
saollee, and the Salpce Ghat, to Lonud. There he arrived on the 30th, 
having gained considerably on the fugitive, notwithstanding the constant 
skirmishing kept up with the enemy’s horse, who galled the line of march 
with rockets, and a fire from distant matchlocks. The Peishwah fled by 
Fultun ; and his horse, who were latterly diminished perceptibly, endea- 
voured to follow him by the shortest road, after passing Satara. Fium this 
they were cut off, and obliged to make a detour to get down tlie Ghat^ 
which threw them, on the 29th, into the valley in which the division was 
encamped. In this situation the cavalry, horse-artillery, and some flank 
companies of Europeans and Natives, were sent against them. A part 
escaped, at speed, in great consternation, to the front ; others fled back by 
the road on which they had advanced. The remainder, with some bag- 
pgc, sought sheltjOT among the hills, where they fell into the hands of the 

infantry sent in that direction.* 


* ApJ»endix. H, 2. for casualties to this date. 
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PURSUIT OF THE PEISIlWAH ■ , 

Having met Colonel Boles’s detachment at Lonud, the division halted 
from theSLst to the 3d of February. On that day it commenced its counter- 
march to Rymutpoor, where it arrived on the Gth, and halted on the 7th. 
The Reserve, under Brigadier-general Pritzler, was marching sihee the 30th 
of January on the same point by Ynapoor, Tausgaum, and PoO|gsa(^iee , 
and on the 7th of February it joined the Fourth Division. On ifpth and 
9th, both divisions were at Koreigaum* ; and on the following' day eii- 
cam])ed within three miles of the fort of Satara, which surrendered that 
evening alter receiving a lew shells. The place contained twenty-five pieces 
of oidnance, of different calibers; and the garrison, consisting of four hun- 
dred Sebundiesj', were permitted to march out with their arms, for, having 
shewn themselves so little inclined to use them, it was considered unimpor. 
taut how they went off. The Rajah of Satara s flag was hoisted on the 1 Ith, 
under a royal salute ; and it was also proclaimed to the neighbouring inha- 
bitants, that the fortress was to be considered as the head of a sovereignty, 
sufficient for the comfort and dignity of the descendants ' of the ancient 
Rajahs. 

It is generally known that these had been for some g’enerations con- 
fined by the Peishwahs, who still acknowledged a nominal superiority; hut 
so little were they brought into notice, that their existence has been merely 
iulerredj; from the Peish wall’s going to batarato receive the investiture ol 
office. This, however, appears to be the first occasion of any interferenee 
on the part of the British Government respecting them ; or, indeed, of any 
transaction with this line ^ of Sevajee, if we except that chief’s two attacks 
of the British establishment at Soorut in 1668 and 1670. 


This place will not be conlouiKlcd with Korcigaum, the scene of Ca])tain Stauntoif' at- 
ulnovumunt. (p. 179.) 

i Troops employed in the collection of the Revenue. 

1 See Note at the end of Rennell’s “ Sketeh of the Mahratta Elistory.” 

^ 'I'lie Rajahs of Na^poor are likewise descendants of Sevajee, as arc those of Colapoor. 

See Wilks’s South of India, chap. xxm. 
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Separation 


■I •«' r ■ .T'>” » '*, . fi.om.tlve (^nirg uitd 

Third Divisioneof j^ Gr^^m^’.'ul^ M^jor-general Brown, and Recall 0/ Co- 
lonel Philppt^t Dht^chm^, . ;^own’e . Attack of the insubordinate . 

Retnains of HolkdPs Afn^' ctf J^|wof|; Advdnei if the. Head-quarters of the Se-.. 
cond Division to San^aneir. Advance of the Goozerrft Divisim to Burra-Sadree. 
Captain Orqnt's Detaihnient at lawud. ^-assembly of the Second Division at Sha- 
poorra. Lir^mnt-colonel Russell’s Detachment from the Decltan Army at Purtab- 
ghur, and Reinforcement of Captain Grant's Detachment on the Advance qf (ho Guick- 
war Contingent. Operations of the Goozerat Divisiowin Meywar. Return of Ca^ain 
Grant’s Detachment to Mundissoor. Parties of Kurrem and .Wassil Mah^omud’s 
Durrahs flying to the Eastward, are attacked and dispersed with muck tou^hf a' 
Detachment from the Ptfth Deckan Division. Preparatwns for the Counterinarch if 
the Head-quarters of the Army of the Deckan. Return to Mehidpoor, and Detach- 
ment under Major Luskingion and Captain Grant to the Goozerat Frontier., The Army 
at Oojein. Movements of Captain Grant’s Detachment. The. Army at Indoor? Move- 
nieiits oj 'Major Dushington’ $ Detachment. Sir John Malcolm at Heem'tj.’ Major- 
general Brown’s successful Attack of JeswuM Rao Bhao. Return to the Chumbul. 

Sir .lo^ Malcolm at J wwud. Operations of, the Second Division .of the. Grand Army 
in Meywar. Submission of Beeyus Base’s Force to Sir William Grant Keir. Reflections 
an the Pursuit of the Ffiflarries, . 

TiIE Marqj^roftta^ting s’ head-quarter? •yere still . in tbe neighbourhood 
of the Sind, ^hroqjghout ^^cember, though a moyenient of a few miles was 
fot pliafigfe 9 |^^qqd'frq^ tp Oobhar in the middle of that 

Djonth this g^iitifelt^l^i^i; as conj^^e^^^ ifor reflating and directing the 
operations in4iW<g|i^lpi',yp'd|badj,l:»ei:i’fpvind !l|»r y^ntrouling Scirtdiab. A 
' '^^^[fe na^ntmrijed^ with all , ^ divisions and de- 
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taC^ftients, and the means of reuiforCeifi^nt nf r%-6] 

,, tiitnes it! readiness, to be ajiplied whfeife ^ei|aired. 

^^|<w«tionof *?':“^he most satisfactory communicatidn followed Sir 


Atnecr Hjhfto’p * 
A*Tny. 


communication with Ameer Khan, Vho»e acquiescence itir: 



’ arrangement proposed to him at an early stage of the 
already noticed. The fulfilment of them, however, had l^efi tii>r|i^ 
suspended by the events in the Deckan towards the end of 1 81^ 
encouraged his several -chiefs to hope for a more gratifying qcdurre 
the separation of the army to which they belonged. ThCy ,wei*eit|l^ 
so little prepared to oppose the enforcement of the prbppsed meiaurc?^^ ; 
the service of the Reserve was reduced to a few movement^ 

which will be dismissed with that conciseness Aemanijed by 
want of connection with the military events of the war. Sir pand 
lony moved from Rewarree, on the 27th of November; and on the 29tn ms 
at Shajehanpoor. From thence his march was continued, by Niranpoor 
and Jchroul, to Jypoor; near which the Reserve encamped bn the 10th of 
December. It was from this position that arrangements Were deviseiii for. 
reducing to submission the Ameer’s insubordinate army. Two of its princi- 
pal divisions’*^ were encamped, apart, under Rajah Buhaudoor and Mehtab 
Khan; and Sir David Ochterlony, under pretepce of seeking forage," inoyed 
his force between them-. Whether this measure had an influence in con- 
trouling them may be doubtful. In this position, however, he remained till 
they had delivered up all the guns required of them; and a separation of 
the majority of their forces succeeded as a matter of course. At Ludhanab 
wefe received the Governor-generals final instructions of the 8th of Janu- ^ 
ary, for the organization of several russalahs of irregular horito, eight bat- 
talions of the Ameer’s infantry, and a corps of Golandauze. This measure 
gave immediate employment to the most formidable portion of 
army, and the arrangement was completed with a degree%fl'^^at<^ ^ 
probably disappointed those who had calculated on a considerable'^^ppposi- ; 
tion, in that quarter, to the British interests. " - " - ^ ' 


* The Tsfemaining division of Ameer Khan’s army, with forty guhs, uhdeS^m^heei 1 
sequently submitted to a detachment from the Reserve, cb^monded by tie 
on of April at Samber. 
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of M^i»r-geAeral Marshall and the Third 
DivisioB,^toi&6 poihifrolfei^hence it^h^^ follov^rgd the track of the Pin- 
darries, a equipped ’ far rapid in, 9 veihent, under 

Major-general Brown, to 'i&ntinue the pij^uit. This consisted of troops 
tobe'^rawn <^9 (Jentre and Left Divisions. The 3d regiment of 
Beng|i^avhl^^;^d 'the dromedary corps marched from Sonar^e on the 
18th of^ecember; and arrived, on the 26th, by the route ^ Cheemuck, 
Narwur, and Sippereb, within ten miles of Sh^abad. 'Major-general 
Brown was here joined by the corps and detachments from the Third 
Division •. This arrangement having nearly stripped the Centre Division 
of its cavalry* Major Cumming’s party was ordered, .oh the 19th, to join 
Colonel Phiipot, who was directed, under date of the 22d, to bring in the 
united detachment to the Head-quarters’ camp. Major-general Brown con- 
tinued his march towards the Chumbul by the Lodanah Ghat, Beechee-Tal, 
and Narghur ; and, on the 1st of January, was at Chippa-Burroad. Here 
he received the accounts of the defeat of Holkur’s army, and the flight 
of the Pindarries to join its reihains. He therefore prosecuted his march 
without a halt, till he arrived in the vicinity of Soneil, where he was in 
communication with Colonel Adams, at Gungraur, on his left, and, on his 
right, with Captain Tod, at Rowtah. 

Major-general Brown halted at Soneil, during the 6th and 7th, and 
determined to continue his march, in a westerly direction, on the 8th 
and 9th, which brought his force to Peeplea. There intelligence was re- 
ceived, of the insubordinate part of Holkur’s army under Roshun Beg, 
Roshun Khan, and Pein Sing, being still at Rampoora. This place being 
about twenty miles distant, the Major-general left his camp at one in the 
morning of the 10th, and came before the place, unexpected by the enemy, 
a little after d||y-break, with the 3d cavalry, the dromedary corps, and 
two compacts of infantry mounted behind the dromedary riders. Parties 
immediately surrounded the place, to prevent the escape of the enemy; 
but the principal . part of them had gone off a few days before, with ten 


Detacbm^a 
a LigUt 

from the CenYft« 
and Third 
visions of 
Gfjthd Army 
under Major- 
general Brown, 
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Lieut.-coloncl 
Phil pot’s De- 
tachment. 

(Map III.) 


Major-general 
Brown’s attack, 
of the insubor- 
dinate remains 
of Holkur's Ar- 
my at Ram- 
poora. 

(Map IV.) 


* These were, “the 4th cavalry^ fo)jr rMwa/a4« of Cunningham’s horse, the 1st battalion 

of the 18th regiment of infan^y,.^ani the galloper brigade ; making, in all, a force of two 

'■egiThentsofN^iv^jj^y^iqfjj four irregular dromedary corps, one troop of 

gallopers with two twelv^'poundef s of hotje-artillery, one battalion of Native infantry, and a com" 

pany of pioneers. . ^ ^ 
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guns, to Ahmud. On the Major-general’s entering ttifc town^lthib gatti^ 
fled to a neighbouring hill ; up which they were pursued, and* ab&ufj^ 
^hundred and fifty were here cut up. Several fled on foot, whdJrg^cartwrjy 
could not pass, leaving their baggage and about one hundred hbllBibs^B 
possession of the victors, and about two hundred killed and wounded.^^'?'!^ 
strength of the enemy, on this occasion, vvas estimated at two 
horse and four hundred foot. Consequently, as they attemptedlBo?dp^ 
position, there was scarcely any casualty on the other side. Fafii 
remained a prisoner. 

After this affair, information was obtained of the enemy’s gumi''t)eiBg 
deposited at Ahmud*, the chief of which place declared his willingness 
give them up. A party was, accordingly, sent to receive them ;■ bttt, find- 
ing the carriages in bad order, they burnt them and spiked the ’gUflS; hr 
rendered them otherwise unserviceable. Roshun Beg fled towards MeyVar 
with a few followers ; and Major-general Brown halted at Rampoora till 
the 14th, having been rejoined, on the 1 Ith, by his baggage and his re- 
maining corps. 

Towards the end of December, as will be recollected, the head-qdarters 
of the Second Division of the Grand Army were at the Gynta Ghat (p. 104), 
on the Chumbul, after the discomfiture of the Pindarries, in their attempts 
to cross that river below Kotah. Finding now that the enemy of every 
description were driven into the confined country towards Meywar, Major- 
general Donkin determined on closing the northern outlets of that 
as Major-general Brown and Colonel Adams could guard the easits^ 
avenues, while to the south were divisions from the Deckan and Goozerat. 
Major-general Donkin accordingly recrossed the Chumbul, on the ’^th of 
December, at the Peepulda ford, having called in his detachments fropi. tffe’ 
Gummuch Ghat and Pattun. He was encamped, on the 31st, at Boondefo 
with the whole of the division, except the 2d battalion of the 111^ 
which still continued to occupy the pass at Lakeiree. On tjl^^ l^t 


' * Thf? na|^e.of.^U 3 plaice being little known, it ni^y be , worthy of noti^tijMt it 
of the jr^ains of a once powerful family, who held as A from ^he 

greater 'part of Rampoora. His ancestors were Celebrated in Aurungzeib's tvaVs 
and this Chief! besides tlie Rajah of Boondee, is theoniy other Rao-Rajali of the 
now a scanty livelihood at Ahmud, the sole jplacelefl of all his onc^ ampep^isc 
"Tod’s 5 4. 
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January, fithe diy^on’s:he.ad-qiiipr8;; .l^^ hon^fe-ar- 

tillery. 'a^ii' si^'^a^^oijapanies oflafentry, two Qf which ^e)re Ey^peans, ; 
ascended thp Eppod^^^aB^^ andi tbojfe thP roail of^^l^poowa; followed by' 
the copi^^^K|^tiVppW®Si. escortedih^ the 4 at battalion the‘26th regi^ 
ment, Qh the Showing ;day, the foo^aj-tiilery, his Majesty’s 14^ foot, and 
the Ist^talion bt' the 27tK regiment, ascended the same pass, btft took the 
route of Bpbbt^pa under the orders of Colonel Vanrenen.;-f Major-general. 

Donkin continued his ; march past Shapoorra to Sanganeir,’’ where he 
arrived oii the eighth of January. Being still without any* direct com- 
munication with the British troops acting from thO soutljvvard, he consi- 
dered it expedient to suspend any further advance, lest he" should pass the 
point of co-operation'i ■ ... ' 

To render more intelligible this part of the operations, it will be proper A^ivanceof tte 
to recur to the movements of the Goozerat Division. This advanced from .^rto Bg?w'’ 
Mundissoor on the 3d (p. 164), in search of Cheettoo’s durraA, which was 
understood to be ip the direction of Jawud. At the same time, a detach- 
ment of three troops of Native cavalry, fifteen hundred Mysore horse, and 
a weak battalion of light infantry under Captain James Grant, was put in 
motion to find Kurreem Khan’s durra/i in the vicinity of Jerroot, To Sir 
William Grant Keir’s force were added one thousand Mysore horse, its 
own irregulars, the Guickwar contingent, being still in the rear; and it 
arrived at Buntwarree on the 5th, without gaining any satisfactory infor- 
mation of the enemy. On the following morning, at two a. m., Sir 
William Grant Keir proceeded in the direction of Burra-Sadree, leaving 
the guns and heavy baggage, to follow his march, under an escort of five 
hundred Native infantry. The darkness of the night, the. ruggedness of 
the country, apd the narrowness of the roads, which were little better than 
pathways, presented him from reaching the object proposed, which wasi, - 
distant upwa;^| of forty miles from his point of departure. He accordingly, . 
after a march, more than twenty miles, encamped at Munjerree. There 
he received such'" d§|tradictory accounts of the moveiiients of Cheettoo 
and his follow^s, .Ihaf'^’the force halted on the 7th. In the course of 
that day intellig^pe waiS receivedf which induced tltb Major-general again 
to attempt thd tbf ene*in|^, B^a 'IbVced march. At ten p. m., 

the 17th bf the''47m,'’l^ Mysore horse, ,,, 

Marched undpr^a towards where be arrived.. 

nine OU th^. m Thiai'.AnAtYiv Ifin#! nlrpadv fleA orecioi^ ^ ^ 
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lately, leaving five guns and some l^ggAge^ which -^616 S?cutei^.' 
understood that more of their property was in the towpi ^hic^| ^ 

‘Satola, was, with good reason; suspected to have give» th^|^^j 
and protection. ' . 'v ■ 

In the mean while, the detachment under Captain Grant, whic^ 
on the night of the 3d from Mundissoor, in search of J^urr^^^ 
atPalsodah on the 4th, when it appeared that he was in 
Jawud. The march was recommenced at 9 p.m., and concluded.' 
break the following morning. When Captain Grant arrived at i^awfid; M 
found that Kurreem had moved off, on the previous morning, , in conss,, 
quence, as was concluded, of information given him of the approach his 
enemies, by a hurkarrah (spy) of Jeswunt Rao Bhao, vvho c^;nuinfede(l 
Scindiah's troops in that quarter. Intelligence was here received that Kuifi 
reem had joined Cheettoo ; but where they were, could not be discovered,- 
so much were the inhabitants in their favour, and so many dangers must 
the British hurkarrahs incur, in order to trace their motions. This detach- 
ment was therefore under the necessity of halting till the 9th y but its pe- 
sence near Jeswunt Rao Bhao seemed to have the good effect of flreveat- 

ing his active interference in favour of the Pindarries. 

f In this situation were the troops from the southward, when Major-gene- 
ral Donkin arrived at Sanganeir. Sir Thomas Hislop, considei^ng that the 
interception of the Pindarries might be assisted by the ppe^p^s of th^ 
Second Division of the Grand Army, endeavoured to keep the, ^ajor-gene^ 
ral acquainted with all the movements in pursuit of that enemy. He th^re^ 
fore directed the several officers commanding on detached sefviciB,.,^to.®P®'' 
a communication with him. It appears, however, that he received, no in- 
telligence of these operations till the 11th. On the I2th he nidved to Poo^ 
in the direction of Oodeipoor, with his regular cavalry, horse-artilldfy,.^ 
flank companies ; leaving the Native battalion at ,Sangane^»., PP 1 

communications, and to prevent the escape of fugitiv^ 'by*^t;pvml 
The battalion left at the Lakeiree pass, was, at |he 
the vicinity of Boondee, to facilitate the advance 
artillery and infantry under Colonel Vanrenen, 

on the commissariat dep6t from Dul^blatma to Sangtoel^. .► , 

orders had been sent to the irregular horse under ColShel Gard^r, w 
were hfteen miles in advance, tp march on the l lth updm-Dh^®**^ 
Chittoor, where a large body of Pindarries were ssud-to bevS^mhle . 
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on tyir atfrival ^ 13tb, it was ascertained that the 

joint (/Mf'^4|;;h^d*pfoce?ded in ;» southerly, ^irectign. On the sataeday, 
Major-g[eneralfi)|i)oril^ti’8 h^d-qiiarters were at Dhoseer,,near Gungapoor, 
where they halted on the two following days. iDuring this time it was fully 
ascertained, that the Pindarriea had fled in two parties ; one in the direc- 
tion of Ihc^'^dozerat froiitier, and the other in that of Malwah. Major- 
general Donwi^.accordingly, returned to Sanganeir, on the 17th, recalling 
Lieutenant-colwel Gardner’s horse. On the 21st he was at Mooah ; and on 
he following day he arrived at Shapoorra. The 2(1 battalion of the 12th, 

Arhich had been stationed at Dubblanna, was divided ; five companies 
jeing ordered to Hindoon to receive the charge of treasure, while the re- 
mainder, with the fiel(l-pieces attached, returned to the Head-quarters on 
the 3()th, when the division still lay at Shapoorra. . . , ' 

Sir Thomas Hislop had anticipated the probable flight of the Pindarries Ucutenam-co- 
to the southward. To intercept them, in that event, he ordered a de- D^achmt-nt “ 
tachment, consisting of two squadrons of cavalry, four horse-artillery guns, 
the 1st battalion of the IGth light infantry, and a battalion of the Russell MriumforL 
brigade, under Lieutenant-colonel Russell, to proceed, on the morning of 
tlie 7th, to Purtabghur. This detachment remained there on the 8th, and “dvanc" o' the 
returned on the following morning, under orders from the Head-quarters ; 
there being no longer a prospect of advantage from its absence. At the 
same time, arrangements were made for reinforcing Captain Grant’s detach- 
ment, and for enabling it to continue longer on its present service. An ad- 
ditional troop of cavalry, and a month’s supply of grain for his horses, were 
sent to join him on the 9th. Sir William Grant Keir was also requested to 
return to him .the one thousand Mysore horse, as soon as they should be 
relieved by the arrival of the Guickwar contingent. This corps had fol- 
lowed the march of the Gpozerat Division, escorting a large supply of com- 
missariat stores, and met with no interruption on the march. Their prb- 
gress had bebh slow, in consequence of the long train of miserable carts, 
and bullocks, of which it vtras ewnposed j and both escort and convoy were 
obliged to halt> ' from the flth to the 9th,' at Mundissoor. From hence the 


majority advanced ;unde]^?Mr. ^iVilliams, with expedition, to join Sir William 

Grant Kelt, while,:t|^cQnvby^|[dlovi?ed un(ier a detachment of four hundred 
horse. , 

Sir WiHiam^jj^fis bitiir where he, was obliged to halt on the 
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in of p^rt of his force, whieft 
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the most perplexing circumstance was the appareiit. hbpelftjen|ss^'ig|| over-'^ 
taking the Pindarries, who occasionally broke into sevei^ partif|i,‘^.;<^^ri 
to escape. From the last accounts of Cheettoo, he w.as in the neigl^^^i! 
hood of Suloombur, extremely distressed by the privations he 
tained, and meditating an incursion into Goozerat, to avoids Jiis imijaeliail'' 
difficulties. Under all views of the case, the Major-general re^ve^ qn* 
following in that direction. He arrived at Bheinder on the 12th, wherqit, 
was ascertained that the enemy had gone to the jungles skirting, the Gooz^l>- 
rat frontier. He was here obliged to halt for the supplies .follpwjng his 
inarch, and to await the reports of scouts sent out for intelligghce. A- 
letter was subsequently received from the Rana of Oodeipoor,' who was 
heartily averse to the incursions both of Pindarries and Mahrattas., . h 
satisfactorily stated, that Cheettoo had left that part of the country for 
the direction of Banswarra, and that he was attended by thi^'ee tliousand 
horsemen, and two thousand followers of other descriptions, some ele- 
phants, and camels. They were, however, in the greatest distress for 
provisions, and so apprehensive of a surprise that they seldom uhiaddled 
their horses. On a report that they had thrown some of their property 
into the village of Khurauber, a distance of twenty-two miles, the .flank 
companies were sent thither ; but were disappointed of part of their object, , 
though it was ascertained that the Pindarries had suffered , considerably , 
from the Bheels,, in their passage through the jungles, whiph^ey had' 
been obliged to enter. The detachment rejoined its Head-qqSrters at DeO- ■ 
dah, whither the division marched on the IGth. Here anotheri j^ty was 
formed to make a forced march to Seetakoond, a place upwardi of twenty , 
miles distant, where both Pindarries and their families were saidj.io; be - 
concealed. This expedition was equally unsuccessful, though rdfchihed^ 
undoubted that the information acted on was correct; but, the natofe' of' 
the country was so rugged, and covered with jungle, that|«,|here was,j 
' scarcely a village in that quarter ; and of the few to be;,, 1 


bitants had fled. From hence the Mysore horse wet^Js^pt oj 
dissoQr, the Guickwar contingent having joined j ah^vSir ''Will 
Keir marched on the- 17th., towat^Purt^bg-hur^ Th^ ^^s 'the near^ 
rpute by .which he dduld move to theldifthVard, owing tpj^e int^caoy oh 




, ; mM tlfl ifeFT 0F ‘^ - liot 

the cduntry operttfpris had iiiiii. He did not, how- 

ever, q%’tmC;ithfll^ df the v^r witiidht' one’ttofe exertion to clear 
it of Pih^arries5'' '|ra'^)fK hi^ard hi' a |h6d^ of them left at Muijxiapie, a 
village of Bhao*s, the M^br-general placed himself, on the 

19th, atihehedd ord‘%ht’ defachKient of four stjuadrons of his Majesty’s 
17th dtagodns, ■ai|#'^6igh% hund^d ihfant^^ and marched twenty miles 
from Parle®' before hd came in ^ght 'of the place; As soon as the troops 
appeared, the Pindafries rushed from the' town'; and were pursued by the 
cavalry, who killed about a hundred. Some horses and camels were sur- 
rendered by the chief of the place, as belonging to the fugitives^ but Sir 
William refrained from chastising him as an ally of the enemy, on account 
of a certificate, he possessed, from Captain Caulfield, the British agent at 
Jawud. The remainder of the division marched in the mean while to War- 
rec, on the Purtabghur road, where it was joined on the 21st by the head- 
quarters ; and on the 23d the entire force was at Neemuj. 

Captain Grant received intimation of the reinforcement and supplies Reium of capt. 
ordered to join him, when he was preparing to return from .Tawud to 
Mundissoor, after fulfilling his first instructions. On the 11th he marched 
to Chittoor, on having received information that the Pindarries were there. 

Instead of these, he met a party of Colonel Gardner’s horse, which had 
arrived from Major-general Doihkin's division, on the same intelligence. 

Accounts similar to those which have been already mentioned were re- 
ceived here, that Cheettoo’s durrah had fled to the southward ; but it was 
understood that a considerable body under Namdar Khan, a nephew of 
Kurreem Khan, had passed to the eastward by,Nandawarrah, and some of 
the Mysore horse were take'h by them near Paisodah. The reinforcement 


of regular cavalry and the supply, of grain joined at Chittoor; and Captain 
Grant, qonsidering^himself here too tfiuch in Major-general Donkin’s line, 
marched on the h8th to Neemakeirah, as a more central position fOr intel- 
ligence. dtj the 15ih lie proceeded to Jawud for the same purpose, know- 
ing likewise that Jewdlif Hao continued to protect the Pindarry interests, 
and that in the dhseitide a British detacftme%he would probably extend 
his protection to the fiigit\^& from ^tamp'Sora and o^ber (juarters. " But the 
detachfnent’s:;0^er oontii^alce on this service haVin'g become unneces- 
sary/heidiceiv^ pikers, 15tli, tp return to Mundissoor, which place 

ha reached ''Oh theii-ISft'iV'’ ’ 
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' Were it possible to trace the sevet^ rtiutes of 
time of their flight, auch particulera xiro^A, perhajis, 
tional interest to this account of the bperatiohs against, Wh^-pr^ 
they fled collectively, if possible; otherwise they " 

to unite. In some instances, frbm inability to proceed, di^puitde^ 
prehension of suddenly falling in with, British troops frorn^ to 
quarter, parties of them lurked in small numbers about remotS villagieS} ,pr 
lay in the thickest jungles, exposed to the most severe hardships, tjU they 
enemies had passed by. Cheettoo’s durrah, generally speaking, kep^mstjj^t 
from the rest ; while Kurreem’s and Wassil Mahomud s were combine^! as 
at the opening of the campaign. The latter, on Captain Grant s appi^paph, 
fled from Keillee near Jawud, and took a westerly direction, till the British 
troops had evacuated the tract between them and the CHsittibol, when they 
doubled suddenly back by Neemuj. Some of these, the MySiore horSemeti 
saw near Palsodah. They were then making their escape to the Chumbul, 
which they crossed north of Gungraur, and encamped at Goo^areah. , Ii 
this situation they' were heard of by Colonel Adams, who detached th{ 
5th Bengal cavalry, at eleven p. m. of the 12th of January, tinder the com 
mand of Major Clarke, with instructions to march on the village of Ambee 
about which they were said to be plundering. The intelligence, on thii 
occasion, was very faithful, and the means tf its. conveyance appear to hav( 
been well arranged ; for the Major was met by a report of the position of th( 
enemy, during the night, and continued his march till within a few miles o 
them. Here he halted for the approach of day; and at five oclobk moved 
down upon them in two divisions, when they were just preparing fOt them v- 
march. The surprise was complete: the left division first cut in among 
them* and A body flying from it encountered the right diviflt'on, from wtac 
it suffered Severely. The pursuit was maintained for twenty . milc^pi W^^^; 
with the immediate return to cainp, and the previous march from it. made 
a distance of more than fifty miles in thirteen hours. The whole toitoer ^ 
of. the Pindarries were estimated at fifteen hundred ; and of thesdon^ t on i 
saiad were concluded*, from a comparishn of the reporta of 
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aaRtv'.Mii.A*Mii^mrt.! whe%.-;. 

teiji^i tKem, 


jeet, ouuL-rsp gr (u^ oiiiieE a^iacE, aad i 

halted 9“ Hislop’s camp, 

theam .h-.’''' ■'.*/ -■ t’l\ iv'^.’ ' '■;!•■" '-W- '■■■■. 

AffaiitettaQ’vsr \Pre0a»{litidn') for 

quartejra P/ 1|^ Pfcfelni. A|!ipy;, 8ft far as 1^ march gfibe 

considered pie^e^ry.^, ^e Gftyemor-gfeneriil therefore- directed ^ ni-ttipy of”tTT*7o( 
should re^u^ to the (^Uth'^d/' living wfeeiewf^ Mal-^ .‘'’°®'‘'”''' 

colm, for th^ s®tt!^raedt.of Hdlli:i|IV distracted ^verpment; and for making 
such other arrangepjeftjta as 'should provide jor the public service in that 
quarter. The Marquis of Hastiogs was the more- indeed io decide on Jthis 
measure, by the state, of affairs in the l)eckan, wherje the Peishwah yet 
kept the field, aqd Asseerghur still maintained a posture of hostility. After 
the treaty of Mundissoor, an officer* was deputed to reside :with .,HoJkur; 
and with him was detached an escort of three companies of the 1st hatta- 
lion of the 14th Macjras Native infantry. When the MaharEgah subsequently 
moved to Rampoora, those compafiies being relieved by others frOmiGdlonel 
Adams’s division, rejoined their head-quarters, puring this period* Hoir 
kur’s minister had-.been engaged, with tlie assistance Of the 'British Goveim- 
niciit, in reducing his master’s extra troops; several of whom went off volunV 
tarily, on finding matters approaching to an adjustment. : Rnna Peen, .ftccpm- 
paiiied by the. Barra Bhj/e, went to the southward. Rohhun Rgg, qf^r his 
discomfiture at Rampoora> topk the same direction to jbln the Peema B^ee, 

Holkur's sister, who maintained an ariribd force in the. vicinity of Myheyswur. 

With Sir .John Malcolm were left four horse'^artillery guftS,’ihe ,$d regimentof 
Native cavalry; thp |st batt|lioq of the d4th Aladraslf^tiyg infentry,^ Paal*! 

Sflll Kr.rra,!.^ J - ' ' 


sell brigade, ai 
diate 
quarter, 
Adams, 


olhbart, andl 





w|i^r^ioa in.thp ^ 

i W9U<|^j('|ippointed h);. (jlpvern^T 
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general Brown, who was near Narghnr, ^prepared-, for acti'^ ^ 

Wllliai^.Grant Keir, who vras af ifeemjaj, and directed to 
diate attention to the defence of Gqosserat; and Major-gener^l^Dohjcfe, , 
was in the vicinity of Sanganeir. Orders were at the sitne t^e.disp^%<i:. 
to Colonel Deacon, directing him to inarch immediately with ‘1^, detach-; 
ment, including the Ellichapoor contingent, from daffe|ab^*(p; 137) to- 
wards Ahmednuggur ; and eventually to Poonah, accompanied bjr Captain ‘ 

Davies’s horse* j * ti* • • 

Kettirn to Me- These arrangements, being made, the Head-quarters and Ri^%A?iyi8ion 
Detachments of the Army of the De 9 kan marched, on the 16th of J anuary, from Eeda^berry 
hushington and Mundissoor, to Peeploattee. From hence it was deemed advisable, 
to the Goozcrat while the march continued to Oojein, that light detachments should be sent 
towards the confines of Geozerat, to clear that part of the country of any , 
enemies who might be lurking there, in expectation of the British troops pass- 
ing them to the southward. The head-quarters of the 4th gavalry, with one 
squadron of the 8th, making in all tWo squadrons and a half, and four compa- 
nies of rifles with two horse-artillery guns, were placed under the, orders of 
Maior Lushington, and directed to sweep round by Rutlam, the entrance of 

the Dawud Ghat, and to return to camp by Nolye. Orders were likewise sent 

to Sir John Malcolm, to direct Capt. Grant, with three troops of the 3d cavalry 
and two thousand Mysore horse, the 1st battalioaof the 3d Native infantry, 
and two galloper-guns, to march from Mundissoor by Banswarra ; and from 
thence, leaving Rutlam on the right, to rejoin the Head-quarters at or near 
Oojein. The remaining pass into Goozerat by Dungarpoor, the movements o 
Sir William Grant Keir’s division were expected to cover. The detachment 
of one. thousand Mysore horse, which had been with it, were ordered to 
proceed straight to Mehidpoor, on which Sir Thomas Hislop’s march wa^ 
directed ; while the troop of the 4th cavalry, which had been^detached with ^ 
Captain Grant to Chittoqr, was ordered to follow th^, Head-qwters by the. 
most direct route. The march was continued, oO the 17th and 18th, tq the 
Chumbul, which was crossed at the Jao Ghat. - Here’the for^' H^aa. jcib® , 
by. details from Hindia and Mehidpoor, which escorted ajHaett' ® 
supplies from the rear. Orders were from hence dispatched to^ajPr Lus : 
ington, to endeavour to gaih intelligence of the Gooierht ;ha(ttering'ff^^| 
which was anderstood to be at, or near Dawyd, to l^hg:i|:<^|P^r^ 
camp> as at this time the siege of Ass^fehur was in 
respond^g instructions were addressed® Brigadier-gehig^PpvetPn. 






vras directed to^mar^ Ijattering-traiia from Nlg'paor o^JMulka- 

poor, detaching, ajfter h^^^ould pass the Wiirdah, a% ai light reinforce- 
ment to the Fourth Diyis^n, two, squadrons of tho 6th cavalry, the 1st 
battalion of the 12th light, infentry; and d detachment of the refonned 
borse. ThesOrwere ordeted to proceed by the most, direct practicable 
route towards POonah, in compliance wjth . the - desire Of the Marquis of 
Hastings, that every possible aM should be given to the;,operatiotis imme- 
diately against the Peishwah. In order to augment the number of batter- 
ing-guns, Captain Sydenham* the Political Agent in Beraxis^was called on to 
procure from the Nizam’s Authorities, as many pieces of ordnance ais might 
be serviceable at Aurungabad, and to send them down the Ghats towards 


Mulkapoor. The force continued its route, without a .halt, to Mehidpoor, 
and arrived there on the 20th, crossing the Seeprah above the town by a 
Ghat, to repair which the pioneers had been sent in advance, the previous 


evening. ,, 

It was one of Sir Thomas Hislop’s first objects to visit the hospital, 
where he had the satisfaction of finding such of the wounded cases as had 
not been desperate, in a course of recovery, under the careful and judi- , 
cions treatment of Surgeon Stevenson, who had been specially selected for 
tills cliarge. Had any stronger proof of the attention which had been 
given to this duty been required, his Excellency received it in the unani- 
mous petition of the patients, that he would bestow on their surgeon his 
protection, in retunl for the kindness they had received from him. Unasr 
suming merit could not have a more gratifying and appropriate reward ; 
intrinsically more estimable than any formal commendation, flowing from 
Authority. 

The Head-quarters and First Division halted fill the 23d, engaged in 
tliose final arrangements for the public service in Malwah which were in- 
complete on l^ving-^Mundissoor, With the corps in th^it direction a com- 
munication was hitheito maintained, while the course of operaticfis was 
gradually assuiping d* new shsij[)e, undet-the immediate instructions of the 
Governor-gencralv .lOnK' the; 24th the m^ch Was continued ; and on the fol- 
lowing day the, captip was , established in the vicinity, .of Oojeim wb®i’® 
remained tills th]^M;^« '^^i.army changed groundJ;tp Saij-Moakee, a dis- 
tance of five milei^o-Mthdi*avr%e troops from. Jhp temptations of a popu- 
lous city; %ablethe?6ap55erat batteri to 

shorten its distance; 5^^ th#[de^eKihen€under Captain Grant to rejoin. 
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■f'vTh^at officer, pursuant to 

parched from thc vicinity of Mund^spiit' on 7 ^ 

Swards 6answarra, ‘in tlje ^ i^Stam; 

tb^vlntelligence received .t'epre^nM Cbeettoos ^ ^ 

sfutWard, along the hdls GoOze^t,|W 

to be at Petlawad. Captain Grantfiherefdre adopted th^dM 

, as the most direct for either intercepting f 
Goozerat. On the 23d he was at that ton^ ; : where he asahrtar^ 
satisfaction, that Cheettoo, after levying & contribution at Petlh<^ 
taken the road by Indoor, as more likely to brmg him among, f 
Captain Grant continued his march to Nolye, where he J ^ ^ 
there learned, that the Pindarries had left Indoor for^the d% Ghat, 
leading to tL Valley of the Nerbuddah ; butthatBeema Baee, llolltur ssister, 

throughout the neighbouring c<^antry. ¥ 

Tf a force which probably contained many of the 

Maharajah. Captain Grant's instructions not extending to this ^ 
joined the Head-quarters on the 29th, by the route of Attoad. and bis de^i 

‘ Hislop received from the Govefedr.^eneral 

letter, dated the 23d. leaving the. aiege of Asseerghur 
his Excellency's attention to many important objects in the j! 

Thomas, therefore, deemed it advisable to exercise the discre^^ oopfided 
to him, by postponing to a future period the attack ^ 

carrying hi4 troops with all expedition to Khandesh; e f* 

Goozerat and Aurungabad battering-trains was conaeq»^|y - ^ 
manded. The detachment of the 3d cavalry ai(^i.8i3rJJ^hu^|p;^W 
horse returned on the 31st to rejoin Sir .Tohn Malcolm’s J”® 

the Head-quarters two thousand Mysoreans, in(dudmg iJt0ae W^^ ^<Giee| 
detached formerly from Hindia to Nagpoor.' Half of thiUS^y^liSJffe 
charge of Captain Mynn, with three thou8am|^pi3b®b^‘^ 
ppou country j and were halted at. Hindia, 
further iustrections, which. were forwarded from t|tA,c^fe- 
ranualy. ,A considerable 

imitnao'A hnd been left therer on Fitlt^^isioAniiS 

reri 


had ba^n lajfj on 

dafil aod>| it wia ^ 

e k'..- ' If lMi/>amA..nAnASS!UiiiKtdf 


iah I aad,e§ « - was proposea iq 
ori|er occlsloh, it hhcam4»eoe8sa^^dd|||^yi^h^^^ 
thihg left4!lete. TJ^ Officer 



taiioa of the ptf rcg^pttt, three^hv^^red heM, ; air recovered 

men of corg^ iq,,.ca^p^^ew^!h corps. ' .This hattalion, whiis4.^me' 
has not been' hUh‘§rjfoja^i^!^ed, consisted of men recrijited fdr general 
service id the Madr^ ^bo were maintained e^|)Od&d; previous 

to their . distril?uj^h'jlo ,CQrps^^ The whole diitachnJ.enti' commanded by 
Captain Wilson, Whs ^rected^'to tnarch by Kundwahatid Kurgbnn; bring- 
ing up the fconyOy to the latter pla^' as soon aft^r the 10th of February as 
possible, “ that Vthe arniy might ndt%e delayed in waiting for it. ’ This 
arrangement having been'; ordered, '^'as well .as the distribution of some 
commissariat supplies collected and prepared at HMdia, the army marched' 
in three days tronr the vicinity of Oojei'n to Indoor, encampiiig there; from the 
2d to the 5th, to admit of the re-junclibn of Major Lushington’s detach- 
ment, which was ordered in. ■ ». 

This detachment, on leaving .the camp at PeeploatteCj marched to Riit- 
km; where, on the 19th, the Major could procure little intelligence, re- 
jgarding Cheettoo, from Scindiah’s officers at that place; who were neither 
; civil nor inclined to inform against the Pindarries. - He was here overtaken 
Iby the orders to look out for the Goozerat battering-train, and marched, 
:oa the following day, towards Petlawad, where he arrived on the Slst. 

I Learning here that a body of Pindarries were passing towards NoiyO; from 
the westward, he left all bis baggage and incumbrances on tbe. ground, 
fiinder protection of a small party, and marched on the same night towards. 
Taundla, as the point by which all the roads in this quaher pasS. This 
expedition however failed of its immediate object, and Major Lushington 
returned to Petlawad, to meet the train, which arrived at that place on-the': 
27th; the carriages very ifnuch shaken from the bhtlness of the roads. ^ 
These being re-sfitte^ the detachment ahd convoy proceeded on the SOth,' 
wd were on the^;3lst;j|t Budnawur, where^ former want of repairs made.,. 
% halt iiecessaif^,, on tlie following day. At this, pla6ei hWei'er, >Major'^ 
^ushingt6n*receiye<i^; bis orders to r|-jqin immediately'^ and. leaving the 
envoy, he arriv^^||fc^'t||^e'pimp on the Sth of Febniary. The' 

^jelhgencfe 8qbite|^|;ft3^.'.|^eive4’,at,Ru||am bjflSirsiW'illiira ^|pij:',Keir,'' 
^oi'esenteilth^jpie^ ^lisy. of hfaiori Sealy’s aHvanqe with a coni,by of 
■asur^^'^arid. st<jbiSEr^^^®Sf|j^,,_']|^’“|^jiyi'reachedi^e 'ears-'of .'Ram Deen';^ 

an" attack' on* it; but ^ 
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seasonable siTrival of Majoi: Lushington’s detachment id thal^^fl 
ter, prevented the execution of the project. . That it should have 
is very improbable ; but that it would have given considerable annoytii^ f 
cannot be doubted. 

After the march of the Head-quarters of the Army fronf MtftfdissQprj 
Sir John ' Malcolm passed over to the camp of Major-general 
Aorah, to confer respecting the future dispositions of the for'c’OV^ ; 
returned on the 19th to dispatch Captain Grant’s detachment. 'Oft; the^ 
following day he changed ground to Oondia, where he was joined -by thi ' 
one thousand Mysore horse from the Goozerat force, and marched on the 
24th to Keimpoor. On the 28th, in the forenoon. Sir John Ma.tqolm at- 
rived with his force at Sunjeet, and heard a cannonade maintained in the 
direction of Jawud, distant about thirty-five miles. This he naturally 
attributed to. the presence of Major-general Brown's, division in that quar- 
ter ; and though confident in tlie strength of that corps, yet under the sup- 
position of its being possibly engaged in tire attack of an enemy strongly 
posted with guns, he immediately continued his progress. After d sfecond 
march of sixteen miles, he was met by a dispatch from the Major-general. 
This was so satisfactory, that Sir John halted, with the intention of re- 
tracing his steps to Sunjeet, should his further advance be deemed un- 
necessary. Such being the case, he subsequently moved on the 31st to 
Peepleea, and on the 5th of February to Neemuj. ; 

Major-general Brown had marched from his camp at Aordh on the 19th 
of January, after his interview with Sir John Malcolm. Proceeding by the 
route of Reechry, Narreinghur, Palsodah, and Neemuj, he arrived, on the 
25th, at Jawud. He here found that the conduct of Jeswunt Rab Bbao 
was as unsatisfactory as he had been taught to expect ; so tar 

from realizing any of his promises of acting against the i*iStSdarriel;' he ’ 
actually connived at their secretion in his camp. Accounts'wef^ at this 
time received of a body of Pindarries at Murpab, under, a chief named . 
Tukoo; and a detachment under Captain Ridge, corisis^^of a fegimeiit 
of cavalry, three companies of infantry, and the dromedariei* twas 'sent;^ 
to attack them. The enetny had notice, .of thfir ajppr^etti 
flyj 5 ftd the detachment finding in the town some 
and camels only, returned towards Jawud. ^ 

|,aine4 that the officers in the Bhao’s camjp, who v^inS^th^ imtP^te pro* ^ 
tectors of the Pindarries, were Bhao Sitrg and Imaum 
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persons were accordingly reqniwd.to be given up.' Some daysjpassed in 
fruitless communications^' without tjie Major-general’s vigilance bifjng re- 
aped; till, on tfee 29th, h.e received a report that BhaO Sing, with his 
)arty, were saddling, preparatory to their flight. .. The Bhao had been, 
)reviously, given; to Otlderstand, thatHhe movement of anypart ofitis camp 
)efore the adjustment of the affairin question, unless with the acquiescence 
)f the Major-general, would be the signal Of attack. In pursuance of this 
ieclaration, he bent dawn a squadron of , cavalry to reinforce the pickets, 
md to deter the party proposing to fly. As this j^uadron passed, three 
viins and a fire of matchlocks opened oh them, and at once declared a pre- 
)aration for hostilities.* The enemy had, in fact, received front Koomulneir 
I reinforcement of six hundred horse, while Captain Ridge’s detachment 
was out, and now proposed bringing the infantry of Bhao Sing's detached 
:amp under the walls of the town, which was however prevented by the 
dcrtness of the British troops. The remainder of the enifny W now 
liawu up behind a nullah, with the infantry on dieir right towards the town, 
ind tlieir horse on the left towards the plain, while the Major-general pre- 
pared to move down on them. He sent two guns to reinforce the pickets, 
incl ordered two squadrons of the 4th cavalry and some Rohillah horse 
round the town, to gain the rear of Bhao Sing's camp. Before the line 
could be formed for attack, the fire of two Iwelve-pounders with Shrapnell 
shells, supported by smaller artillery, drove the enemy from their position; 
the inl'antry flying into the town, and the horse galloping off. ‘ The' latter 
were immediately pursued by the cavalry, under Captain Ridge; but as 
these had returned only two hburs before, afteit a forced march of twenty- 
five miles, he relinqtiished an unavailing pursuit, for the enemy were 
mounted on fresh horsesi He therefore directed his attention against the 
iletaclied position, injS^bich there remained six guns, supported by two 
weak battalions dfjdnfl^fry. The cavMiy crossed the ■ and drew up 
ill front of cthemi detaching a party tq'ehter from another quarter. This 
combination sp comploj^ly aocceeded, that, in a ftiw minutes, the remnant 
of the enemy Mtroyed' ;ajtd their g^ns, camp eqnipa^e, and "baggage 
taken. In the Browa moved towaMs the gate 

ofthetown,\vhef^be ^iJl^aon jjfeswM^tRao to su%nde^:h|eqnd^^ or 

to expect, the stolmlhg||>l|e p|a9e4i Finding' was fired ’ 
0 D» at the were^^^ch^h^^i^ered one^welve^-i^ 

pounder to be remami%jp^ 
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(Map IV.) 


.^imatJawud. .patcfied frottt ‘ Neemuj on the ‘ lOth/ witli/.the maj^rt^^ 

troops lightly equippedrto Neemakeirgh. there feat,#! wnse 

quence 6f . hi^ commdmcatien to lVfajoi:-^neral p<Mm^ Wamkl 
" the Bhao’si affairs, that%tficer fetter |)laceff 

'thari himself, he counterSaryh^d .to 
: for ihe settlement of the yarioos 
operations of the troops. 


difenoes about it. The ^hao ' 

nelr^ ineffectually pursued by T|i^#^e ^ 
t|,arty Watered by the Rai^pc^m^fgatw. «»! defeated 

:;iositioh; ^The loss of tbe ebamy, Ion this occasi^..^^^^^ 
thousand-tnfen, while tliat.oftl^n$iSh was only fhiriy-»i»„i *' 

■ , The presence of so lai^e a Sde.atahwud.&feang no lon^E ^ 

l|I;.BLe.Jd left there .k6^ sA. Jyt/hent. hf eevelry, wi4 

cjs. and a company of -1N^dtive%^try^^^^^ inregul^ aad 

marched, on the 3d o^Fabr«aryf ^oyi^rds ;Mmp6bra, by ¥onaasah.aad 
Kukreisur. On the kh the light division mtrched ftoln ^inpoota to the 
left bank of the Chutobul. Theye it for. further - iMt&ucUoi^.a^ 

Major-general Brown subsequently leftHt oh tbm ground , tp the 

Headquarters. It is impossible to conteipplate the short op^twns of 
this detachment of the Grand Army, without acknowledgii^ thaUt per- 
formed considerable service to the general cause. Its march from the Smd, 
with the exception of one hhlt, was diligent; and its conduct, agauvstthe| 
eneiny. very gallant: ■ The decision of Major-pneral 

poora and Jawud. was as inarked. as his motions were,prompt ; forming 
. combination of circumstances that rarely fail of success, when 
by physical obstacles of an insuperable nature. , The character, m tho l, 
of this limited service, was rapidity ; • the detachment came unexpectedly 
into the theatre,ot operations, acted a brUhant part, and vi^isted ag^n as 
quickly, its motions and effects vvere like those ot a r(^kpti|iP:ong a p y 
of enemies ; and prepared the Bhao’s, ai>d Bapoo Scindis^ |#£>bps^« « 
quently to surrender, the moment they were 8umittd|iCd. ,, ^ . 

M In order to strengthen the’ impressioq'made on ;feBWunt ilae,;tSir P 

Lt^ ... . . • .fcf, ; ♦i,»:infk* 'withfthe ma oritv.of his 












Sir fohfii^ lett^fSHo^l^ 
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5th of Februsryr .at^httpkfeiist^ijfi^hithe^ he haid nipye^.fj;9ra Shapoorra. 
On the foUowfe;g*^ajr ^: cJj^^e^‘|^^ui^^,ti^^ and on 

the 11th, B^apowir.^a fcffj usurped Bapoo ^ctndiah. jn Meywar, sur- 
rendered to a^d'etachhafent sent for its- rediictiop . It, was iinmpdiately de- 
livered o^f’ to tEe of Oodeipoor. . ^ The surrender of .llie forts of 

Dyalghur and Rajppggui’, ip like Jrianner, followed a summons from the 


head-<iuarter8 of the division, on its arrival ’at Baaetaoliee.^on the l^th. 
These places had,', ‘likeyyise/ bpen usurped froni hleywar; the former*^ by 
Jeswuht Rao,«and the latter by Bapoo Scindiah. The diy^idn ibalted bn 
this ground, itf cQjlsequenbe of information received from Sir John Mal- 
colm, that letters were immediately expected from the Bhao for the sur- 
render of Koomulneir. These having been received, a detachment" under 
Lieutenant-colonel Casement, C. B. was sent' off to take possession, of the 
place, which was occupied accordingly. , , * ; 

Sir William Grant Keir received the instructions ad^essed to him, 
relative to the especial protection of the Goozeint provinces, at Neemuj. 
From thence he marched, on the 24th of January ; and the ne;st day arrived 
at Peeloo. Thence he marched to Rutlam, by Dundoora and Soankeir, 
iialting on the 31st , and 1st of February. Pursuant to the intentions with 
wliich he proceeded to Rutlam, a separation was there ma.de of his force, 
placing under Lieutenant-colonel Corsellis a detachment consisting of the 
:icl brigade, the greatest part of the artillery, and -four hundred Guiefewar 
horse, to look to the avenues by Banswarra, and the country to the west- 
ward. Another detachment, composed of a squadron^bf his Majesty’s 17th 
dragoons, two hundred and fifty light infantry of the flank battalion, and 
one thousand Guiokwar horse, proceedefl under the Honobrable Lieute- 
nant-colonel Stanhope, by Rajoad, to the’ neighbourhobcl of Rhar.^ This 
place it was expected to gain when the head*-quarters of. thejbrce should 
arrive at Rajoad.- ‘ .TFhe' objects of this, movement were, to cover the more 
southern en’traabes ipto Goozei^at, b^CJlidta,-Oodeipoor bnd Aflee-Mohuo 5 
and to chebk't^^pr^^fedipgs of 'Reeipa Race, .and ,^e’Ragmepts jpf Hol- 
kur’s late ajrmy fiftfler^shun Beg. VThijs?.ainraBgement^)was cornpl^tefl ^7 
the arrival" ofi Sl^M^gjatn Graot Keir’s head-quhrtf^s at Rddnawnr* on the 
3d of Feb’rpai!y,/|^^^|i1edifep?^t-cblonelcStabhopo’h‘detachniefi bn the 
same -day 'a^ flObfhward o'f . RajO,ad. The 
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EXPULSION OF THE; PINDARRIES 

Major-general found Beema Baee encamped in his neighl>c|ji|rl^6pdj^ ^ 
considerable force. Unfurnished at this time with instructions liow 
her, he confined his communication to the desire that ^fe§.^okld[ restriot 
her troops from excursions in the direction of his cainp/' To this shojre- 
plied, that she herself had been invaded by others, and ciejpfriyed ,df 
siderable property; that she was therefore necessitated to take ttefiejdiit.' 
her own defence; and that her behaviour was not to be compared; to ^tfie 
conduct of such as had plundered her and the surrounding country. ^After 
this declaration of her own propriety'of conduct, she niarcWdvpffJh a 
westerly direction, to enjoy more freedom of action than was iaidhiitted 
by her vicinity to the British camp. Sir William Grant Keir received his 
instructions regarding her force, on the 7th, from Sir Thomas Hislop, then 
encamped at Indoor. These were formed on the wishes of the Holkur 
Government, that the troops should be dispersed, and that she should be 
sent to.Rampoora, the residence of her brother. In pursuance of these 
orders, the Major-general marched on the 7th to Burmundle, and from 
thence by Juknada and Purwut, through a close and diliicult country, to 
Jabooah, where he arrived on the 10th, in the vicinity' of her camj). In this 
position her troops remained perfectly quiescent; for the celerity with 
which they had been followed, left them no opportumty of bein,^ other- 
wise; and she received the terms proposed with submission. She waited 
on Sir William Grant Keir with two hundred followers, for whose and her 
ovvn subsistence, as her finances were much deranged, she received an 
allowance of two hundred rupees a day. Her troops, about two |housand 
five hundred men, moved off to Taundla, and dispersed, as if rej:uriimg 
to their homes ; while she accompanied Sir William Grant Keir to Rajghur, 
on the 14th, and afterwards Colonel Elrington, to Budnawur, whither he 
was sent with a detachment for the protection of .the hospital nnd depots., 
temporarily established there. From thence she was escorted by^a party 
from Colonel Corsellis’s brigade, directed to convoy her to Rampeo^*f 


* It may be satisfactory to the reader, that some further particulars should be giveiivof what 
would appear in V.urope so extraordinary a case, as a woman, about twenty y^ars 
ing an armed force in tl^e field ; for Beema Baee did not confine.h^r |o 

in the camp, and thereby giving its proceedings the ^olour of her au^t^ty.% 
as riding, d Jburv/irftr,' at the head of hei^ troops, with sword he^,<d|Jfe ana 
her hand, on well-dressed charger. She is the daughte^/of die late 
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It might now bo fverrea, that tho Pindarries wefe Wpelled fronf^ilBRrom on 
the left bank of the ChtJtnbul, ah^ were in fact unable to exist, any where, <he£Xn. 
in a collected nunal/er. It has been seen that the result of one part of the 
operatioiis was, to dyive them in that direction. As they were now driven 
back agaioj, the former measures; might appear nugatory, were not the dif- 
ference of their situation^' at those periods, considered. They were, at 
length, reduced to such distress, from the loss of property, and the harass- 
ing life to which they had been exposed, that they had not wiierewith to 
procure subsistence. If they assembled in sufficient numbers to take it by 
force, they were immediately heard of, and pursued by the British troops; 
while, if they attempted it in small parties, they were exposed to be de- 
feated, and deprived of their horses, by the inhabitants of the country. It 
mattered little whither they were pursued, or from whence they were ex- 
pelled ; it was the principal object to give them no repose anywhere ; and 
this appears to have been effectually accomplished by the most appropriate 
measures that could have been adopted. Had they been a regular enemy, 
whose wants and composition would force them to the adoption of a sys- 
tematic plan of defence or flight, a corresponding plan, consisting of much 


nf*t by tlie mother ot the present Mulhar Hao, Toolseo Baee, who was inurdei’ed at Mehid- 
poor. She was married to Khishen Rao, governor of the country south of Dbar; but Was at 
tins tirnt' a widow, enjoying a juf^hire about Petlawad, and was'said to tipple a little, in addition 
to lu r other masculine accomplishments, fler military deportment is a matter of no great singu- 
larity in India ; and the Begum Sumroo, whose battalions were destroyed at the Battle of Assye, 
IS said to have recommended herself to Scindiah, by mounting a breach with her troops, after the 
tleath ot her husband, and was therefore continued in the command of them, and in possession of 
ndi jtfo Zincs. What will be said to the existence of a corps of female infantry at Hydrabad, 
regularly trained in the manual and platoon exercises, and in the performance of elementary 
uiovcinents ? The following is an official account of them in 1815 -.1* 'The late Nizam had two 

I'uitulions of female Sepoys of one thousand each, which mounted guard in the interior of the 
piilace, and accompanied the ladies of his family whenever they moved. I'hcy werfe with the Ni- 
during the war with the Mahrattas in l795, and were present at the Battle of Kurdlah, 
where, at least, they did not behave worse than the rest of tlie army. One of these batUilions 
commanded by Mam& But^h, and the other by Mama Chumbe'feee,' tv^ of tlie principal fe- 
male attendants of the Nfeam’s fphlik. The present Nizar^ itill keeps up a reduced establish- 
•^ent of those wofti|n ? and Mbneef-^pl-Moolk has also a party of tliiepi, ^lie^' are dressed as 
Sepoys formerly^us^ tp be, afld tnusquets ; andffiey dP.ffie Pfen'cH'dkerci^ with tolera- 
correctness, ' They^are cStted thfe victorious battalions, ana the women com- 

them are «dlletf i fcorruption ’ from our Word ^lard. Their pay is five rupees 
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fewer troops than were employed agaiifst them, would have s^IBced foi^th^ 
reduction. The case being otherwise,, it early became. e^i(^nt,»,thM t^" 
simplest, as well as most effectual mode of procedure, was the apBl^' 
tion of as many light detachments as possible to the iocessanf attack' 
pursuit of them. To inclose such an enemy, a system of corj^owi- would 
always have proved ineffectual. The attention necessary to guard every 
point, would have precluded the means of harassing them, and have proved 
at the same time nugatory; for, with fresh horses, they would have'hlways 
found openings through w’hich to escape. In the course of the operations 
against them, one party frequently drove them towards another ; and fhough 
it seldom happened that either came up with their main body^ they were 
obliged to relinquish their means of subsistence, and to dive, in scattered 
parties, into the thickest and least pervious wilds for personal ^fety. Even 
here famine was by no means, their only foe. They found, to their sorrow, 
that their enemies, however habituated to enjoy a considerable share of 
luxuries in the field, could lay down their equipments, and explore their 
most remote retreats. The division of Sir William Grant Keir was nearly 
two months in this condition, and scarcely ever at rest, till the jungles on 
the confines of Malwah were clear of Pindarries. These might well con- 
sider natural impediments as affording an insecure protection. They found 
even a general-officer in command of a respectable force, foregoing every 
convenience and legitimate excuse for maintaining his head-quarters in 
situations of comparative comfort, to penetrate, with a detachment of dra- 
goons and light infantry, into the deepest recesses of wood apd mountain. 
The climate of India is said to enervate; and there is little doubt that the 
physical powers of Europeans are impaired by it. Let, however any officer,, 
who has seen the real service of India, and of other parts of the globe, de- 
clare, if he ever witnessed, out of the former country, midre of, U^ffected 
self-clevotion to the public interests, and less of that despicable, ^'elf-reserva-, 
tion conveyed by one aepeptation of the expression “ Old Soldier,’.’ tlto m 
a British camp in India. . ' 
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piSiOCATION OF THE GRAND ARMY. 
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Relirement of the Itepd-quaHers ef the Marquis of Hastings, and Centre Division of the 
Grand Arlhyfftom. tht Sind. Return of the Second Division to Quarters. March of 
the fifth Deckafi Division to the Bheitwahin pursuit qf Kurreemh and WasSil Maho- 
mud's Pindarries. Cheettoo*s Durrah disper^d^ ne^r the Nerbuddah. Operations of 
Jdeutenwit-cohnel Mac Marine from Hoossingabad. Return bf Brigadier-general Har- 
di/man's Force to Quarters. Return of Brigadier-general Toone^s Force to Quarters. 
Operations of Major Macpherson from Hoossingabad. Expuhibn of Gnnput Rao*s 
Parlq from the Nagpoor Territory, March of the Second DPvision of the Deckan Army 
from Nagpoor, for the Reduction of the Ceded Districts West of the Wurdah. March of 
Colonel Pollock's Detachment, and Progress of the Second Division to Ootran. Esta- 
blishment of Ilolhufs Authority about Indoor, entrusted to the Goozerat force. ^Hecd- 
quarters of the Deckan recross the Nerbuddah. Progress of the First Division to 
the laptee. Unexpected Hostility of the Garrison of Tuineir. Reconnaissance and 
Descriplion of Talneir, Attack of the Place, Assault by the Gates. Refections on 
this Sennce, Comidcraliom on ** Coups de Main" in general. Comparison of the 
u>,ml Means employed. Refections bn the Engineer Establishment in India, 

* ' 

As the objects for ^hich the Grand Army had been^assembled, Approached 
tlie period of their accomplishment, the Head-quavers of the Marquis of 
Hastings to >draw off from frieir advanced positiSn towards the Jum- 
nah. The 'kstructi0ti8 tq, Sir Thomas Hislop, for the return of the First 
Division of the jjeckan Army to the, southward, had been dated from Oochar ; 
and there the d^yernpr^generd, on the 25th of Jan'ifajy, still remdned. 

On the Ihf il j^bruary bis Lordship and the Centre, Bivi|ipn were en- 
taiftped at Launch ; aip on the following day ajt Kunjaollee, regaining there 
in expectatitlh ff ^ wop^d be ‘proper to dissol ve the exist- 
ing formatiopiM|thi^^ as thefrrst step to its siparation, 

a brigade under J^euti^delpnA^ DewAFwas comp^)9e,d of the 2d battalion of the 
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1st, the 1st battalion of the 26th, and the 2d battalion of the 13th 
of Bengal Native infantry. This, with .tho 7th regiment of jifatiye 
an^ battering-train, which had been left' at Samptur f;! was ordete^ 

ceed to join Major-general MarshalJ,.;^hen:the 

should hiarc^. This corps„ was placied under Brigadier-^new 
and was destined, with other corps from Beirseeah, for the rediiotiop of .the , , 
Ceded Countries on the Nerbuddah. The order follo>yed, oiy th0T4th^Toi:^. 
the final dislocation of the Centre and Right Divisions. The hor$e-artillery 
and rocket-froop, his Majesty’s 8th dragoons, the 14tb^ fpot^ and the 
battalion of the 25th Native infantry, were directed to march to .Meerint^ 
his Majesty’s 24th dragoons, the 87th foot, and the 1st battalioh p)f-the Sth 
Native infantry, to Cawnpoor; the 4th Native cavalry, and tne 2d battalion 
of the 12th Native infantry, to Muttra; the 1st battalion of the 7 th to JEta^ 
wall, the 1st battalion of the 24th to Agra, and the 1st battalion of the 2Sth 
to Keitah. By this arrangement, the 2d battalion of the 2,5th regfiment of 
Native infantry remained, Mdth the bodyrguard, as the Governortgeneral’s 
escort, when the Head-quarters should leave the army. The subsequent 
march was conducted by the route of Nuddee-Kagoug, Where the encamp- 
ment was, on the 15th and 16th; and, on the following days, by Bheer, 
Sheikhpoor, Sunkerpoor, and Ooreeah, on tlje left b^k of the Jumnah. 
On the 25th the Governor-general arrived at Cawnpoor, by Akburpoorand 
Chinchirdee,' and halted during the remaining days of February. On.sthe 
1st of March his Lordship again moved towards Lucknow* by Heerapoor ^ 
andNyaserye; and on the 6th reached that capital, wher%a halt of four 
days succeeded. 

While the corps of the Centre Division were thus in progress 
several stations. Major-general Donkin received orders for ‘ 

Second Division, on the 25th of February ; and marched, on Ah® ^ 

day, in prosecution of his route to such a point as should be cQi^^ul^^ht fo^^ 
its separation, after the receipt of treasure which he expected^to^ect pn^ 
the way. On the 26th he was rejoined at Lama, by the d^tacl^i^^A;Ufid^| ,; 
Lieutenant-colonel Casement, which had been sent to. ^ 




*iThe heavy ordnance and engineer park were thrown into 1 
Seeonda on the 8ind ; an ^arrangement which was not then' specified, that 
matters, witli which it was unconnected, might not be inteitupted, apd 
might still admit of its being Considered present. ‘ 






of Koomulneir/ ■ Tl^'ga9?fouM to, be a p^ace 6f very diffiOiilt access, from 
any quarter, tkore 7&0rrt|f bo road fdr^ wheel-carriages within tvro miles. 
On the following d^y the rnar^h ^as continued by Maundul, Shapooba, and 
Kirkee,; to Todah, 5rlifere the division arrived oh the 7th of March. On this 
ground it was joined by the’ wing of thi^’ 2d battalion of the 12ft regiment, 
sent (p. 199) to bring up the treasure— that indispensable spring in the ma- 
chinery of every army, but more especially in that of India. ' In no coun- 
try in the world is the provision made for the' payment of troops on field 
service, so abundant and eflicient. Seldom does a month pass beyond the 
regular period of issuing the monthly pay ; and the effects are seen in the 
discipline which this regularity renders not only practicable but easy. 
At the same time, to say that the army, without this regularity, could not 
he maintained in the field, would be idle. In former times, they were occa- 
sionally* a yccy without a settlement of their pay ; but they were subsisted 
hy issues from the public stores ; and, it is apprehended, less strictness of 
disci[)linc was then enforced than at present, with regard to the appropria- 
tion o( grain in the villages. Be this as it may, so uninterrupted has been 
the operation of the present system, owing to superior riehes, and a better 
knowledge of this branch of the arrangemerits of Government, that a depar- 
ture from it would, -at first, be considered as an intolerable hardship. At 
l(»(luh the division was separated into two parts, of which one, consisting of 
his Majesty’s 8th dragoons, the 14th regiment of foot, and the Ist battalion 
ol the 25111 Native infantry, marched, under the orders of Colonel Wekenra, 
lor Meerut, by Cbaksoo) Doonsa, and Almar, and, on the 24th of March, 
was at Icerozpoor. From hence it was*directed to continue 'its route by 
Biillumghur, and to cross the Jumnah at the Tilput Ghat, It arrived at 
Meeiut on the 5th of April. The remaining troops were, with some excep- 
tioiis, placed under the orders of Colonel Vanrenen, for movement to, their 


lespective stations, The artillery, excepting four six-poUn^ers, marched to 
^gia, and arrived there on the 27th. A detachment, consisting of a wing 
of the 2d battaUqn .)of the 12th regiment, with four guns, manned ^y'Golan- 
dauze, a compan^;f ;hf pioneers, and Gardner’s horse, remained under Major 
arnott at Tonk j^mpoora, which place surrendered to Colonel Vanrenen. 

0 troop of Native borseT|utiIlery marched by Rampoor. Bampoor to join 
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the 3d regiment of cavalry left at Jawud by Major-generaK^f own. ^ 
remained with Colonel Vanrenen^ the 1st regiment of cavalr^i^ and 
2d battalion of the 12th Native infantry, with which be puraifed 
road to Muttra, where he arrived on the 12th of ApriL^^^ These moj 
were followed, at some distance, by the march of the detachmelSt left by 
Major-general Brown at Rampoor Bampoor ; the 4th cavalry matihthg on 
the 4th of April for Muttra, in the expectation of reaching that place by the', 
end of the month. , 

Colonel Adams was joined in camp at Gungraur on the l6th of Jnn%iry, . 
by the expected detachment, under Major Logie, escorting provisions from 
the rear, of which his division stood much in need. The detachment con- 
sisted of six hundred Native infantry and six guns, and placed this, portion 
of the Fifth Division of the Army of the Deckan, on an efficient footing for 
the performance of any further service. It was now refreshed after the 
severe march it had performed, in very inclement weather, to the neigh- 
bourhood of the Chumbiil ; having necessarily halted at Gungraur since 
the 6th, with exception of the detachment which, under Major Clarke, had 
so . successfully exerted themselves, on the 13th, against the Pindarries 
(pp. 201, 202). While that body was attacked, another corps of Kurreem’s 
and Wassil Mahomud's passed to the southward of Gungraur; satis- 

fied that Colonel Adams’s means were not sufficient to make two detach- 
ments after them. Independent of these bodies, a third, belonging to the 
same chiefs, passed along the frontiers of Goozerat, and crossed to the 
eastward, along the Ghats of Southern Malwah, when they were sufficiently 
ahead of their pursuers. To the second of these, the remains of the first 
joined themselves, and now formed a sufficient object" for the attention of 
the Colonel, who, being no longer required near theChumbul, Vi^a? at liberty 
to return towards the Nerbuddah. In pursuance of Sir ^hoqias Disl^P^ 
instructions to follow the Pindarries in their south-easWly direction, 
Colonel Adams marched his division on the 18th to Dnrl^aa,^^d on the 
following day to Augur. He here left some infantry ^nd a^illery 
under Major Popham, to follow by moderate st^es, ,and continued 
march, with a single halt at the Bheitwah on the 27tb, to 
miles soqth-east of Bhilsah, by Saurungj^or, Shoojalpoo^ 
nqggur»;' making an average of nearly eighteen rqfles a?^ay/" forminj^days 
of consecutive marching, from the Chumbul to the Bheitwah. 
pursuit ofbis^ object shewed the Pindarries i\\^t there was no 
relax in operations against them; and such as had gaitiM the ( 
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the Bhopal tetrii^y^^ tfeem the road of submission, 

opened to them by l|betal .poli|;y of the Governor-^ne'rad. For this 
purpose Gojonii Adams, ■ on arriving at DuTrajpoor on the 26th, halted his 
division ; and vrith the Nabob of Bhopal and Captain Josiah Stpwart*, the 
Political Agent there, .formed one party to a negotiation with the Pindar- 
ries, who might now be inclined to abandon, for a peaceful and industrious 
life, the habits of disorder which had proved fatal to so many of them. 

This procedure, accordingly, put an end to the operations against those 
two durrahs ; but Cheettoo was still a legitimate object of attack. He had 
now, likewise, by a circuitous route, thrown himself on the upper part of 
the Nerbuddah. Driven from Banswarra and the country about Rutlam 
and Taundla, he carried his durrah in a collected state into the district of 
Oonchode, and was reported to have three thousand horse and five ele- 
l)hants. One party, which entered the Baglee district, were said to have 
lost there two of their elephants, with other property, taken from them by 
the petty Chief of that district. With fifteen hundred men, Cheettoo de- 
scended the Ghats to Kunnoad, on the 24th of January. On the following- 
day, intelligence of his position was brought to Major Heath, commanding 
at Ilindia, distant twenty-two miles. A detachment of eight hundred and 
titty men was imnhediately formed, consisting -of details of the Madras 
European regiment, of the 1st battalion of the 7th regiment, of the depdt 
corps, and of Silladar horse, with which the Major marched, and came 
on the enemy at eight p. m. They immediately dispersed, leaving a few 
killed ; and in their encampment, two elephants, one hundred and ten 
camels, and one hundred and thirty horses. Their flight was ineffectually 
pursued in the darkness of the night, and the detachnaept on the following 
clay returned to Hindia. After this blow, Cheettoo fled up the Ghats to join 
liis adherents left in that quarter ; and his dispersed party again collected 
about him. ^ He was* heard of in the neighbourhood of Dowlutpoor Keiree 
and Anwas, on the' 13th of February, by Colopel Adams, who ordered a 
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rah dispersed 
near the Ner- 
buddah, 


office load been Perajan Interpreter at the Head-quarters till after the Battle 'of Mehid- . 
l>oor, when he Wife selec^ %611 the ^|icant,situaHon of Political Agent ai ^jBhopal. His natural 
disposition of cojiciliitidh : possessing one of those happy but rare 

tempers which immediatelj^Vlii^Si&s the heart. He‘ ,wras subseqiliently appointed to the charge of 
political aftairs a^feuitableimc^^ Qloso^ from previous experience 

m that joined’tS^a thdroiinb of Oriental lanflruao'OA and Inrlian noHtics. 



[Operations of 
Licutenant- 
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Morinc frora 
I fbossingabad. 
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deta^sfiim^t^under Captain Roberts, cpftsistmg of 
'and .five russaltfMs of irregular horse, to look out for fife. ..This 
obliged hitn' to return again to the westward, where'-nipre , 

■ The course of this narrative having returned to the afairs qf j*e , 

^Nerbuddafi. a suitable occasion offers for describing the oqcurrfences^;,p^ > 
, beginning of the year, between Hoossingabad and Jubfinlpoor. Itwi^e ■ 
recollected (p. 120), that Brigadier-general .Hardymans force, on fthdmg 
his immediate advance to Nagpoor no longer necessary, had returnq^^ ^ 
the river; and that Colonel Mac Morine’s detachment had arrived ^t fiife 
depdt with the convoy from the eastward. A considerable portion of this 
was dispatched in the latter part of December, under an escort composed, m 
part of details*, to join the Fifth Division by the route of Bhopal. Another 
• part’was forwarded by the way of Beitool to Nagpoor. At’the same time 
a supply of grain carried by Bringarries. which had latterly been collected 
at HoLsingabad for the Advanced Division of the Deckan Army, was put in 
motion for Hindia under an escort of two companies of Native infantry 
and some irregular horse. These arrangements being made, Colonel Mac 
Morine marched towards Gurhwarra, in the latter days of December, to 
attack all bodies of the Rajah's troops assembled with'hostile views.^. On 
arriving at that place, he ascertained that the force under Saddoo Baba, at, 
Sreenugger, was about to receive a large reinforcement frorn Heampoor, 
under a chief named Madhoo Rao ; and the Colonel being ^efigient in 
cavalry, he applied to Brigadier-general Hardyman for assistance, m tha 
arm. In consequence of this application, one squadron of the Bengal Stb 
joined, him, after a short halt at Beirkeirree ; and he immediately di- 
rected his march on Sreenugger. Approaching that place;von i^rn- 
ing of the 5th of January, he found the enemy dr^wn vip^m tbfcqt ° 
oppose his progress ; their left, where were two guns, appuijcd S , 

• « ■ • It almost always happens, that the small co'nvoyii seitt forward 
are escorted by details. The posU from whence they adt^ccebp^n %W«^** «* 

> deT.&ts.; and all officers and smalf parties from the rep pr<^ceeding ^ 

^ These, lyith recovered men, are sometimes of sufficient strenuth to 

.auired? otherwise they contribute ttmteriall^ fo it. i,-.-.. m u.,.. 

- were'rejresented, from report, by Colond^Mac Modne tb. Bri^afer.|»^ _ 

' 11 bfe Wee thousand horse and four thouaapd foot, 4ritfi; ten ^ns; , 

was found to -Jm Ojdy half, -and perhaps tHe wrtie ^opifetK^ of-tMenwin i ’ 



artidti Ae ri|it, tbe^%se.J- , T^e > W guas inthe - 

which, with the o|fe^s, 6pejie<&'as 'Soori' as thef^couid*do:»^ " 

TheBriti«h:;torce,.c6nswtm^ of* hne squadroii of cavalry, three huadred 
Rohilla^ hOTse,: the 1st battaiioa of the 10th regiment, a diyi^on of the' 2d 
.battalion hC the aal' regiiiient, arid four six-pounde'rs, advanced in two 
columns ; tlwir guns in thq centre, with the cafvalry On the left. The latter 
were directed td, mhke a //e/oMi- round the enemy’s righfflank, which in- 
duced their horse to retire ; and they were pursued with some loss. Their 
infantrj, finding 'thefnselves thus abandoned, and the two columns ap- 
proaching tbetn in front, broke also, leaving in their position their .guns and 
baggage. Their loss was estimated at three hundred. That of the de- 
tachment was twelve killed and wounded. The enemy dispersed pver 
the country, and left the Colonel for some time without an object of suffi- 
cient importance to be attacked. He retained, however, the squadron of 
cavalry lent by Brigadier-general Hardyman, whose division was now 
without that arm, in consequence of the previous detachment to Nagpoor 
of the head-quarters and remaining squadrons of the 8th Bengal cavalry 
under Ma.jor O’Brien. This officer completed his march on the 3d of Janp- 
avy, without hjiving suffered any interruption on the wa*y; and as at this 
time the affairs of the capital, where there was now a large force, had bpen 
settled, he was directed to return with bis regiment on the 14th. ' < 

Brigadier-general Hardyman was detained till the 10th of January at fteiumafUt.- 
Jubbulpoor, in the expectation of commissariat supplies and treasure ; ’ 
still proposing to prosecute his march to Nagpoor. From thence he , yvas 
without official communication, thohgh Native reports induced him to con- 
clude, that a cessation of hostilities had there taken place. He now re- 
ceived the Marquis of Hastings’^ instructions to fall back on' Beffiarree, 
should he not have an immediate prOspect of striking a blow at the enemy . . 
on the left |jank of the, river. He was ifiduced, hpvVever, to exercise: the' 
discretion allowed him, and to continue at> Jubbulpoor, though there was^ 
no tangible enemy,'^Sk;he learned that neiy. Authorities, deputed by theTla-v 
jah of Nagpqi^ add,the Resident, were on their road to the Nerbuddah, 
to take chat|dvbf:;4he di^icts On its banks, in consequence of flight of 
the fdrme9‘Natiy%‘:^cers..‘J.^A|t|ie tract of eountfy ib, questidii wah to be, 

jmniediately^ ce|.e)|,v%^. British tloyernmenti ^r. Jgnkihs expressed ap- 

ptehensions 'of ^extortion vypuj^^precedg^ the transfer, were;"', 

they not remained, 0 Jub-. " 
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bul|^<P^^r,/to witness and promote the 'new establishfh^nt of 
the 22d, detachment of Native infantry, under Caj^tain Bl^cK,s 
moned the fort of Belharree to receive terms for its? evacua^otit^^^ ThW 
were immediately accepted, and the place was occupied >by a ^arty pf 
British troops. On the 27th the two squadrons of the 8th cay&i^jF rejoiti]^ 
from Nagpoor, under Major O’Brien ; and matters remairued in the sta^ 
which has been described, during the early part of Fe|ijmary. Re^rts 
being then received that a body of horse and foot had assembled at H^eraj^' 
poor, near the mouth of the Heron river, BrigadicT-getieral Hardyfeah;*' 
having been likewise rejoined by the squadron lent to Lieutenant-colonel 
Mac Morine, marched on the 13th to Kisroad, near the Jhansee Ghat; on 
his route to attack them. The enemy, however, fled towards Saughur, 
and, the detachment returned on the following day to Jubbulpoor. FrOm 
hence, it was the Brigadier-generars intention to send a detachment to 
Mundalah, in the hopes of finding that -place likewise disposed to surren- 
der; but this measure was prevented by the receipt of instructions from 
Lord Hastings, dated the 13th, directing the separation of this force ; for 
it. will be recollected, that at this time the dislocation of the other divisions 
was likewise ordered. His Majesty’s 17th foot^ under Lieutenant-colonel 
Nicol, accordingly marched on the 20th for Ghazeepoor ; and on tfie fol- 
lowing day, accounts were received from Mundalah, that certain difficul- 
ties attending the payment of the garrison, rendered some delay likely to 
occur in the surrender of that place. 

Contemporary with the orders to Brigadier-general Hardyman, were 
those addressed to Brigadier-general Toone for the return of his forOe from 
the field. In pursuance of these orders, he directed, his several detach- 
ments, on the 25th of Febfuairy, to join his head-quarters at pontarree. 
Yet, as some of these were at a distance of sixty miles, he was unable to 
proceed towards Dinapoor before the 6th of March; leaving on^^ \ying bf 
^he 2d battalion of the 4th Native infantry at the disposal of 
^edge, commanding in that quarter of tfie frontier. „ , ^ 

While t^e eiiemy had been dispersed, and the countrj 
degree of quiet about the Upper Nerbuddah, a 
disposilioq . below Hoossingabad. A eniefr named Kutidpo 
pied the,;fqH of Seeohee,"’ ^ith a s^all force; which 
commtfodin^ at Hoossingabad, resolved 46 dislodge. 


place: wtth as many, mfen as he-Could withdraw 


.hostile 


aaret 







a smaU:iram,; loVt|^^^ came be- . 


fore SejSion^^." On that^^i^f desired a fSw 

hours w ijr^pEit® for fiWdep^ture, These were^r^ea ;'bhfat their^expi- 
ration, ,the Majo*? finding evp.sions faraetised. towards himi brought his guns 
into a position fi^i® , tforee hundred yards' p{ the south-e|ist bastion, 
while he ijent-hi| Rohlllah .cavalry in parties to the opposite side to inter- 
cept the retre^. ;.^The battering cbmmeiibed. at four p. m.; and after two 
hundred rounds had been fired, the breach Vras still impracticable. It 
was now .nearly dusk, y^hen the enemy, in number about two hundred 
and fifty, evacuated by small parties; one of which, amounting to fifty, 
was attacked by the Rohillahs, and left fifteen dead on the ground. Seve- 
ral, likewise, took refuge in the town, where the Major allowed them to 
remain unmolested, on account of the peaceable behaviour of the inhabi- 
tants ; who he was afraid might suffer, were any troops brought among them 
to search for those who had been jp arms. Kundoo Pundit fled to the vil- 
lage of Bainradhur, distant fifteen miles, and was joined with one hundred 
and fifty horsemen, by Purrum Sookh, who had been formerly expelled the 
district. They were followed, however, by the Rohillahs, led by Captain 
Newton, who came to their position about two o’clock in the morning of 
the 23d, and was received with a fire from matchlocks, which wounded 
two troopers. The enemy were ultimately defeated, with the supposed 
loss of fifty meu, and Purrum Sookh taken prisoner. In the fort of Seeo- 
nee were found four guns, besides ginjals, rockets, and some stores. One 
elephant, with a few camels, were likewise abandoned to the captors. 


On the march of the Arabs from Nagpoor, there appeared to be no ene- Expuivun if 

' , 7 . • -1 Gunput Kao's 

my in the vicinity of the capital. At Ghirhuf, about thirty-six miles dis- party from the 
tant, in a south-easterly direction, a chief, named Gunput Rao, collected a tory. 


considerable body of predatory troops, both horse and foot. To disperse 
these, Brigadier-genejal Doveton ordered a detachment of four squadrons 
of Native cav^ry with six horse-artillery guns, three edmpanfos- of his Ma- 
jesty’s Royal Scots, the 2d battalion of the 24th Madras Native infantry, and ; 


five companies eCthe Bei^r brigade, to march on the morning of the 6th of 
January, undgr idfehjenant-colonel Macleod* On the approach of the de- 
tachment, the e^foy^^roke up in snial| par|ies ; the ebiei^ With about three 
hundred foen, taking^ a westerly jgpurse; the Colon^f returned,' on the 
1 3th, to the camp it ffagj^r. ^ 
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btfeL0CA|4GF 'Vr • 

March of the Th^ presence at the capital of the^fe^'cond .pk^W of tli^eokat;^^ 

^“nofthr' c6^tribBte4,Ao establish the new ordep'of^ things till t^ 22d, ,vS^h^4,^^ 
tmm Nagpoor, ,sident corialdered its Qontinuance there no longer indispensable. 

"general Doveton therefore marched, on, that morning towards Plich^pof,/ 
wlfomf* leaving a reinforcement with the Nagpoor brigade of two horse,%,tille^^;, 
^TmI^v.) ' guns, the detachment of reformed horse,, and one battalion <rf Ber|r 

' trjC This battalion was relieved a few days afterwards 2d batj^^ah 

of the 24tb regiment, under Lieotenant-colonel Mac DowhU. The ,dii^|i^. 
prosecuted its march by Amneir and Ifewerkeir to Kaotah, three mileal^^ 
Ellichapoor, where it was joined, on the 2d of February, by tlie battoUlg-;, 
train, and was thus in a situation to effect those measures which had heen 
pressed on the Brigadier-general’s adoption by the Resident at Naggpor. 
These were the assumption of the Ceded Districts in Berar, which had been 
held by the Rajah since the treaty of Argaum, and the establishment of.the 
Nabob of Ellichapoor’s authority in suc^ of them as should be found con- 
venient, pending the decision of the Governor-general. Such were the dis- 
tricts pf Akoat, AYgaum, and Wurnur : while the fourth, being Bhaut-Koolee, 
and near Oomrouttee, was to be given over to the Nizam’s agent, Govind 
Bukhsh. With this view. Major Pitman was detached from Am.neir with 
one battalion of Berar infantry, while the other was brought on to Ellicha- 
poor, to assist the Nabob’s troops in the occupation of the feraaining^Ces- 
sions. Besides the districts below the Ghats, there were certain places 
above, such as Meilghat and others, on the Taptee, which were occupied by 
the Peishwah’s troops, and required to be assumed and likewise placed m 
charge of the Nabob; but the disposal of the fort? of Gawulghur and Nar- 

nullah'were reserved for a'special arrangement. . r - , - . 

March of Colo- Froiu Ellichapdor, a detachment was made, .pn the 3d of Pebruary, . 
.CeiairtiSint, under .'Lieutenant-colonel Pollock, of two squadrons of the 6^ Native^ 
;"es^ir“' cavalry, and the 1st battalion of the 12th Native infantry, with qrderf to' 

’ Ooiran!' prooced tpwards Poonah by tlie most direct routq, for . ^e purpoa^pf .r^o: 

' forcing the Fourth Division in the pursuit of the ,Peishwah, On ;the^4tl>(; 
Brigadier-general Doveton moved to il^hanzu.ma.n-pu^ur., From.j^i^e'k* 
detached a party, under Captain Jones, with oneyppinpahy^!pFthe . ^4^,bat, 
talioii of ^e 13th regiment, aty^ the Berar battalion, |o recei^, ^ ^ 
jali'a order, .the fPrt of Gawulghur. ; ,iTr.he place^ was 
,. dered ; ;hn^, i^e Berar b^ipn,,,with, the ..exception of th^pp; copp^ep^-; 
retiiiupd to the caftp. .N||pulla^ surrendered, 



: t)F Tfi Irm y: 
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company of the lit bi^tMtion^of the I itl^Te|ilp^hti and ^reef'norftpianies of 
Berar infenity; on the^ytl^ the ditjiidd Argadm. Posses- 

sion* was also takemo^&lt the'ldw feouii^ty, as hlui ^een ptb^osejd;*; by thd 
asSistanfee of detainments f0tn thd di>pio|^%hite it dontinttfed its march, 
best, hWever, tbese arrarigndieftts should bb distuirbed by the arrabd par- 
ties latfly .dispoSsbiie^ ana whd hbdt retired aidpng thb’hiHili Rfajor Pitman 
was direct; to troops undeVhis personal command^ as weims the 
reformed horse nncfer Libutenant Hamiltoninh’ motion, throtigh the ■district's, 
of Oomronttee add Akolah, to support the neWly established' authorities. . 

These orders^were issued, bn the 1 1th, from Bohungaum ; and the'Brigadibr-' 
general continued his march to Mdlkapoor, where he halted on the 15tji^ 

He was here joined' by details of the First, Second, and Third* Divisions, 
escorting a convoy, consisting of commissariat sdpplies for the First Divi- 
sion, and some Stores, intended for the" purposes of siege. At the same ' 
time he received Sir Thomas Hi^la^'s orders to advance to Obtran on the 
Gheernah, in consequence of the temporary relinquishment of the views 
on Asseerghur, and the expediency of intercepting or dispersing the Barhi 
Bhye under Ram Deen, who had crossed the Nerbuddah, nbar Myheys- 
wiir, with the supposed design of joining the Peishwah. The Second 
Division continued "its mbrch oh the 16th, and- arrived by the route.- of 
Sunnoacl and Lohara, oh the 20th, at Ootran, where it halted for further in- 
structions. ' . ' 

Though Ram Deen bad proceeded towards the quarter to which Bri^dier- 
general Doveton’s attention was directed, he left many partizans' in the Authority 
vicinity of Indoor^ of which place he had been governor previous to the entrusted tp the 
war. To defeat their secret efforts, arid to establish permanently in those " 

districts the new Ooverhinent of Holktir, so much time would be required, 
as to preclude the peirtbrmance of that Service by the^^presehce of the Head- 
quarters of 'the Deckah Atmy, which s^ras urgently required to the South- 
ward. Sir'ThoiBas ttislbp accordingly a^ressedl'his instructions for this 
purpose* td^Sir William Grant Keif. Hrktbfecer was directed to give his par- 
ticular attention points of Ragooghur, Beitmah, ahd Kaluhbde, whefb ' 
die adhe^dfe ‘b^;tl|d^jf-|ov'etebr lay in parties notllkceeditfg five hun- 
dred their principal aut^rity.' 

Iflcted the affairs of Ms partyj^mlified in 
5m molestation ; and .Ma|bir-gfcneral Sir Wil* 

’ recoiiiBettdb^% adfance^ feis ¥ead-duarters towards 

'V ' 

vV. /I 


(Map IV,) 


fired,' 

His brother, 

Oo|6in, 

•■am Grant Keif wi 
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TIcad>qu&rters 
of the Dccknn 
^ Army rocrow 
'*'the Nerbuddith. 
(Map VII.) 



IjFidooT, in ftirtherance of the objects hiS 
‘dgainst the Pindarries in Mtilwsdi, A 4ttacbmeBt wi&a 
i^r^nt’s orders, on the 3d of Febfnai^, and cQnsist^d #th^^^ 
troop of the 8th cavtdry, ’and a few light inl^tiy.«'; ^ 
directed to attempt the surprise ofiCheeitbo s ih the 

and afterwards to follow the route oif the anny. 

^ These arrangements being made. Sir TlfhmaB Hislb|^|^cp^ha^|Pp 
march towards the Nerbuddah, on the 6th ; tttid on the^ToHhW^ dii^^,,; 
scended the Sumroad Ghat, at the foot of which the divisit^ time ohi^^d^ ‘ 
halt on the 8th, to enable the rear-guard, and a large portion bf the 
to join. This pass was barely practicable for carriage^ and; So naTOW*'t^t | 
much delay occurred in descending it. The Bheels made some ' att«i|npte 
to harass the rear; but, finding at every point a party prepared to repd^ 
them, their endeavours were very feeble. From the river Chorud, at tk 
foot of the Sumroad Gha^ were addressed to Brigadier-general- Doveton 
those orders which had induced him to march to Ootran. The accounts, at 
the same time, of the situation of the Peishwah, rendered the movements of 
Lieutenant-colonel Pollock’s detachment jiot immediately applicable to ope- 
rations against him; while Lieutenant-colonel Deacon’s detachment, was 
well advanced for this purpose. The former was therefore directed to be 
recalled by a route calculated to intercept the pygress of Ram Deen and 
the Parra Bhye, as a service of more imthediate^ importance to the publio 
interests. In two more marches, the Head-i^uarters and First Division 
arrived at the'river and the cavalry and light trobps immediately crossed 
by the Raveir Ghat to the right bank. Here Captaitr*Bmnf^'d^tachment re- 
joined, having ascertained,, the dispersion of Cheettoo-S 'rfif^fiiAf'^yer aince the ’’ 
blow they received at KunnOad ; the hostility of the suftolmding country 
having also obliged thiSm to subsist in small parties in the hbart 6f tfib^ungle. 
about the Ghats' near Baglee. The lower part of the Nerbj:^da^^1^^ f^i*^ 
to be very rocky ; ’and though the ^ter at this fiogd hadii^iome lov^^ugb 
for the passage of bullocks, it was necessarv to*#ewve them of=-the1lF;|iurS®li®' ■ 
sufch especially as carried afiimuhition andlgrghfc Qi|^:||itis ac^^W 
owing to the difficulty with whmh the ’carriages %re ^'c^pj 
pingrc^ck^i in the bec^f ^e Hver, the dl^sidn 

.. 3'..-... , February, bn r^hf^h day 

14th' -the instriietiohs of 


frOntrthe 10th* to the B 
tiued to 'Bd'bhdhili),. 


mgs were’* 


dOsir jog that the forces , under 




\i ' ' '' . , ■ , '' ^ ^ ^ 

Malcoini- aiMly.CdlQiX6l^' 4 b | ik j|>S -'abo&ld be. ief1t;);iod^ bis Lordsb^p’s icanxediate. ' 
orders. Fifth 5ivi^ we?P conwquentjy struck off the 

strength of tbe 'Arxny .o|the;I>eckan ; the Head-quarters of which had now 
withdrawj|.^%.anyf,4dnne?cio5t wjth,,th^rlh|ia^^^^ their operatijbne/ All 

controul to, the condition 

under whjch the been assum by Sir Thomas HialQ,*; 

when its immed.i%^. co-;op^tati'oii'Was required. ■ * iii 


The Head'yqttartets of tbe^amy arrived on the 18th at 




'It 




m^T 

int. !r>. 



, . , ^ - .o 

by the. convoy .from Hind iay - escorted by ,Capt^^%1{f^>| 
ilready mentioned. A company of the 2d battali^?4ti|iw;^Sth > 

Nf|r,; , ;!.5.i.*.fry was detached from the <;a0ip with treasurft!,i%ifili|;fa ; and 
Lit^'^- i; ■’}, "isackintosh, commanding it, was directed to j‘e|i.^^^fterward8 
by. f . : -u^^ of Meil, from Charwah to Ellichap!!mr,j^|^i^laiaa line of 

;;itherto unexplored by any British .ft^^J:;4^his ground, the 
.^•‘|^c4,Ram Deen’s movements waa^|^^i^^‘^^for^tlfan any which 
. iiad been practicable after 

the Nerburfdah^ f ' dr, to have crossed the pro- 

to Sautpoora mountains;, and to 

’ 9 five hundred men, with two g"uns, 

ilt.Xf'oiihure to the amount of four or five lacS*.6f 
consisting of the Mysore ..horse and three cbra- 
atry, was placed under the command of Captain Jatpes 
■ders to pursue him through the bills, and from thonte, to 
mdesh, whither he was reported to have proceeded. This 
st direct route for overtaking this body, in the direciibn it 
O' follow; but as. the Head-quarters, proposed descending 
*3hat, an, Brigadier-general Doveton wasat Oot’'an,, and a.s 
iel ,J*G^ock’s detachment Was ordered to return by the Cas- ' 


hogrc(i$ of the 
First Division 
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i * j. it; was supposed the enemy might h# forced l^ckj, .and 
‘ f the rhhte he went, should it bei lef/open to him.V^Fhe 
a 'sid^ of the. Satttpoora mountains being extremely rugged 
Sir Thoinasj.Hi8lop denm^ ft. advisable to separate the 
' ■ ■" ‘ He marched, on 



lore horse and pidne^rs, 

rqjpinefi 
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on the 22 d at ^eindwah, which bteing ceded by the. 

Me, on the following day, delivered Wr by . HolkUr'e gam^/ aB^ 
cupied by the 2d battalion of the I4th Native infantry. nttder M^^ 

On the 24th, the light artUleryi'^cavhlry jbrigaide; and riflesi^^ve^ ot^, , ^ 

inarch to Punnaghur, beyond fhe Seindwah Gliaity leaving a party tp pr^t 
the pioneers employed in improving the pass ; dntf the Head^qnnrte^ e*j' 

^%Wd ifaimediately at the top, on the same day. On the 25th, the 

,1 iV-^inned down the Ghat to Punnaghur,- and the cavalry rejdl^ 

, > was found so eaSy,. after the previous labotjr Cf tg 


Unexpected 
hostility of the 
Oarriaon of 
Talneir. 


was enabled" to* march on the following 

roand, and ' h> Talneir 

In pasyn^ . ^fepch p^rts of the country as were cog 
from an eneray> ■of^lhdividuals was allowed to ta 

going in front of the As long as it did not obstruc 

of the troops; and, thw< » '' ^ vgr the country opened, 

cattle which got parly iri too- ' ^ c^H advanced before 
to its ground. Even in more d#. dt s’t! ''ttions, the actit^ 
servants producedjthe same eflFecf, auf k''*- ‘bhing I 

of the column of baggage arrived at tlip. 

rounding that place, while the troops ^ 

The iJroposed giound for this day’s encarapmeht«fe« 



^^'Sead 


„r 


the Taptee, opposite the fort of Talneir ; under the 
road leads down to the only ford by which the river .was 
A, sack officer in a palanquin was passing alone towards ^theSM| 
to gain some shelter before, the heat of the day should 
, obliged to turn back by a fire of matchlocks directed at him 

of the place. At the same time, a gun opened with round shjk|’^i^^ 
of the baggage entering the plain, and qbliged it, likewis^ “ 
The unexpected occurrence of this hostile 
Talneir, was announced to Sir Thomas „Hism«^pi^y 
aL;spy, who, having been out for intelligence itt that ^hatter, 

' .' intentions of the garrison. It never was apprebendedj that;; 
jMce wov^ be so ras| as 4b oppose tl^ advancb%f 


particularly as i^e^ndwah, a fort of 
immediately. sprri^ndered an the pj^oduci^pi|,bf IIoikur*|t.'ipi^|ffl 
. liislqpj- iiytlip., first ius^nCe,v sent a summ6]ap,».tb4hb 
timatiorf of the_.P«!|iseqdfences which yrOU^ att^d 

•>. ' ' rir •' ' v'A 'ic.. ‘ .■/ V' t 
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His tU^ |^|r Rffife^%to make a 

close pjjtc6,^!w||e of th^ li^O'Should ftalt out 

^ %^; . ' -,;'7 ^ '’ 

bue sW® pC l^jSi^j^rt /ises out faptee,^ tod Jie^Hii^e..ol^^^ 

rides m »urroufl^^ ,|y %h way, varying^i& ^yidth from one hundred to 
one hubdred an^^fty. yards. Tha^ walls rise to th^ height of about sixty feet 
above this ^ol|ow> an^ the interior p( tl)e fort?^ Jras th^^rsame elevation. 
The only entrance,. Is on t^e e^^t^n ^ide, and secured b'y five successive 
gates, comnpiliieating .by intrica^te traverses,, whose inclosures gradually 
rise to the height of the main wall. A winding ramp, interspersed in soipe 
places with stepg, ^shends through the gates to the terre-pleine of the ramp^t, . 
Great Native ingenuity had been exercised to render this part as strong 
as possible, app%|PentJiy under the idea that the profile of the rest rendered 
it secure, notwithstanding the absence of a ditch. The ground immediately 
surrounding the hollow way, is cut by deep ravines, which run into it. The 
intermediate parts are crowned with clusters of houses, which form the 
town ofTalncir^ distant from the fort about three hundred and fifty yards. 
The country surrounding the town is flat, but separated from it by other 
ravines which branch off in various directions. The reconnoitring party 
descended into the ravines, and from them ascended into the town op- 
posite tlie north-west angle, driving put a small party pf the enemy» 
who opposed their advance by a sniping fire from behind the walls of 


* Many fortresses, called ghunies in the Dcckan, bear a g^eral resemblance' to Tftlb^fir. 
Perhaps a inorc accurate idea may be foimed, by imagining a mound of earth of^ about one hun- 
dred and fifty yards diameter^ and about sixty or seventy feet high. That thb sides of tWs are 
scarped off by labbiar, and the .;|>ron%ent parts shaped into flanking towej% Let the whole be 
rn'ited and surmounted by j^^atapet,'^ and the gkurrie will only want an entrance, ,, A g^way 
rierced in the a^-entering angle, something lower than the interior of tbeVort, will 

%m the fiiner (^^jihuniea^U ; afed bn ‘each sideVill he projected a tol^ to flank it, and tb 
plunge a fire into nexlt^ JThll'^rbe fori^ 1 ^ a fewer wldV ihe ek^^^^ of wh&„wfll 
terminate in the ind|priog a smiijlrapaca ^and it will 1)0 likewilMJ flanked 


% projecting towe<i,4m 
be frequently r< 
c,0ptmually 


<>ppbsite, and the 
the ascent. On 
"^akes the spac0 

actuallyexcavated. 



le^^defehcei . These' it is evident, 

ferm of ttifVeil^^ as welfii t^ rdativj poeitions of the 
hvoida piling two successive^ gates exactly 
bwj fewer ^pnndijban that^next Siinthm, to favour 
It^ ronn a fcSj|h |:J(W«t which 
Ih ^f^few case, is i ditch 
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he 


inciioaures. It was ascertained that the, ^emy had no guns ojpu the 
fa0e, which was in iact the strongest ; the water was h^re cpi|ydiliGntiyj 
situatev and the ground on the bank of the river comparatively -■ 

Thomas therefore resolved on encamping the division in that, direcfi<^|^4 ^ 
in attacking the place by the north-east angle, for no answer was ret^|p|)^^ 
by the Killedar to the summons which had been addressed to him. ' ^ ^ 

^ While the troops, except the details on duty, were going to thei)r^;nfS| 
to cover the preparations for the attack, two fiverand-a-half-inch ho\^|^i4^, 
with ten six-pounders, which were the only caliber in camp, were jrio^ed., 
down the bed of the ravines ? for thus the roads pass. They were then car<^ 
ried to positions in the town, where the houses gave tolerable- cover to 
batteries, which opened within two hundred and fifty and three hundred 
yards of the north-east angle. In the course of a few hours, during wjucb 
several casualties had occurred by the well-aimed fire of matchlocks froin 
the walls, the enemy were nearly silenced; but no progress had been 
in reducing the garrison, which, it had been concluded, would surrender, on 
viewing a <le7)iomtraiion against them. Further examination of tlie 

place discovered that the outer gate was in a ruinous state, and promiised 
cover in the traverses ; while a commanding position immediately opposite 
to it, overlooked the nearest defences, and from thence some of the inner 
gates could be seen.* Thaie circumstances having determined Sir Thomas 
Hifelop to attack by the gates, two guns were opened, *with considerable 
effect, on the traverses^ while two others 'were brought by a detour %o a po- 
sition, from whence they might be r^un up wdth facility to the gate, for ’the 
purpose of blowing it open. At the same time a stprming^party, , consist- 
ing of the flank companies of his Majesty's Royal Scots, and ,pf the Ma- 
dras European regiment, under Major Gordon of the former corps, was^ 
brought down to the same place, and lay in shelter there till called fot- 
Indifferent as the enemy had been to the fir^ directed agapiat their 
in general, and the north-east tower, which was ineffectuMly^Wtte:^ 
field-pieces, the preparations against the gates did not fs^, to alaraa them^ 
and they sent out to demand terms of capitulation, titi reply they 
informed, that unconditional surrender alone would Jjie aeqe^ted j iftnd the| 




* We present in^jtnee, was the ij^diciousness bavip^ die o^er 

those" within. . ■ 
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^re to a^^j'tKfei!||e|ye^of thir io®r before the assault of the gates 
shouacemmeuee:!;'^'-- ;y .-• 

'f*® trusted to the A^aui, by ,hc 

appfoichin^larktteBi^ Fdr ^ op^tl^hy of aband^hfog^a place*whicfa thtey 
considefed tintenablf. It Was jieisessary to prevent this ocburrence; and 
the guns ynd stprntihg-party were ordered to advance to the ^te. this 
was doiie, witEf^uf''” foss ; the excelleht practice of the artillery keeping 
down at this timCj all fire from the fort. It was found that a passage 
for single files exfoted between the wall and the gate-frame, in conse- ' 
quenceof its ruindUs state ; and no opposition being offered from within, 
the storming-party, followed by the j)iohe6rs, entered it without difficulty, 
though tediously, "^iSuring this time, the rifle corps, under JVTajor SnoW, ‘ 
made an unsuccessftil circuit of the fort, to observe if 'there were any other 
point by which the place was assailable ^ while a detachment of cayalry 
was stationed on the opposite bank of the river, to cut off any attempt at 
flight. After the passage of the storming-party, endeavours were used to 
blow open the oUter gate, that the guns might be advanced to the remain- 
der. Before, however, that was effected, the storming-party hUd passed 
through the second gate without opposition. At the third it was met by 
the Killedar, with a number of Bumjans and artificers, whom he had forced 
in on the previous evening. ^ 


Lieutenant-colonel Conway, the Adjutant-general of the army, with 
Lieutenant-colonel Macgregor Murray, and several others, had entered 
with the storining-party ; and it was still doubtful whether resistance 
would ultimately be made, for at this time there was none. They accord- 
ingly passed through the fourth gate, which, as well as 'the second, ap- 
peared so much out of repair, as t^fee incapable of being shut; but at the 
fifth, or last gate, they were stop^d,, though the wicket was opened. • A 
hurried conversation about terms of surrender now took place. It was pro- 
bably little intelligib^' hnd^the circufostances 6f hoise 'and apprehension 
which attended it. polonll Murray,. -under this sfote of uncertainty, con- 
cluding that theitfe was'l|«^fof^^t necessity for establishing a footing such 
as would 8e6ure'eyeffto|^so<^esS toihe attack, shff^id the eiiemy hold out, 
entered by ihp ,wio^^*irit^ about three'grenadiers ; 

:fiut refrained 1^4* had no intention of 
breaking off tfe fo!fJ.pwM by as many men as 

!»houl(i be ablel^^^t^ifo ip gt confii^d situation but. four ,or 
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AR^Y. 

five iereons only- had i^t . jn, - 

qv^ces, attaeWd rnol^furiously^l^vf 

Lcept Colonel Murray. Who fell t|>^«.the wic^cc^dj^- 
Tliey atfeiiipted then to dlo.se the Wi6k^ i but 
ineffectual by a grenadier, 'who thru^l;hiat;mugqoet!(#hh:«^ 

\'u * . , il, - - — eA/^niTArt fnftt. TinTlG.. 

61 muld) into tl 
nei^Mackintosh* 


into the apeirture, and Secured that b^j^e, ;^h^ lfibO|eJw^^^l 
uei .ya^cMntok* and Captain Mac qrailK %rc^ i^^^ 
this dnribg the time that„the 

Colonel Murray through it. and W.ardhigiiff blows with his /^l 
oth«. A are waB'fow poured ii through the mcket, wh^|g»»|e*fc:. 
gateway aifflciatly for the heed of , the .tonnmj-party, itnfe ^pto 
Wgregor of the Royals, to enter; and the plane wa.,^.ed wj^t fur- 
-ther difficulty, hut at the egpen^ otthat officer’s life. As. soon a*' thh eup 
porting detachment could open the gate,' marly ttoope ponred in,, ,t)ie gar- 
rison were shortly put to the sword, and Ihe Kdledar was hm^d op 1 1 
same evening to a tree on the flag-staff tower. • ^ „-ii' 4« 

There were about two hundred and fifty men killed m Taliie»r» 0^ ¥ 
loss in British troops amonnted to twenty-fivef. inpluding sev^Q. o^j. 
The enemy shewed an unaccountable degree of negligence, ih not fcrttfy- i 
hig, Vithil such gates as were closed ; and why they 
is impossible to say. uttlblfe it were to extort favpumble t^s. W^eb fl^ese 
were refused, there was no alternative; but unconditional surrender, ^ 
attempt to evacuate the place at night, should it liold out** so long. 
probably knew tbe nature of the guns 'yvhich could be brougM agayst |W 
walls, and. never expected so daring an attempt as an atta^ b^tbe 
But the greatest of all follies was the opening a Wicket to patl|y, wh^ t | 
had no further.retfenchraent in their rear to retiW-on 

possible their indecision' af^e fronr a division in ^»^eir counqi^|^a^.j 
departure of tho kUledar from among, thOm SUopOlfte this tfone pfO 


depattute ot tn^, Jvuieaar mm auiuu^ ^ 

.determination Of which. Were it of miich impb^tahce. a X 

As to the codduct o|# British foirce, they Were red^^^loja^^o 

; '■i— ^ : 

* oftcer, belonging to the coronuasariat, accompanied t)!i^«t 

iff,oflSe«re,;i»i‘hout orders; todwhil^ no apology hk 

^4ppendixe liv ^ 
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cessity; being une^spectedly B^luted, at tbe end of %, by j fire in 

front, which thfey could not aVbid without a countermarch. Whether this 
have befeo disgracefy, it would, at all events, have been extremely 
irap6litic, as well as distressing; for no watefwas procurable, except at the 
last days ground, or from the Taptee, the access to which was opposed. 
Under these circumstances, the necessity for reducing this place was un- 
questionable, and there, were only two coercive methods; that of imme- 
diately using the unsuitable means present, or of waiting till those better 
adapted should be brought from Outran. The latter measure would have 
causetl a detention of eight days from the important object of the early 
reduction of the Peishwah s field army, besides the opppsitiun expected 
from every remaining gliunie on the route through Khandesh. 

The instances, in India, of places beii^ supcessfully assaulted, are by 
no means rare*, and will account for the frequency of the attempt. Other 
motives arise out of the great value of time in the scheme of British opera- 
tions, and the important moral effect produced in , their enemies, by bold 
ciitcrprize. The event, however, is little calculablef; and it must Be 
allowed, that successful resistance is as favourable to the enemy’s cause, as a 
contrary result has been supposed to be, to the opposite side. This state of 
fiu: case very much reduces the question to a comparison of chances, which, 
in war, is, on special occasions only, a legitimate ground of action ; for the 
whole object of military science is certainty of result. In the Mahratta 
war of 1803, a striking instance occurs, in the assault of Alleeghur, on the 
4tli of September, by the Bengal army. This place was taken, by the gates, 
vith severe loss; but to have reduced it, regularly, might have been at- 
tended with as much, and would have affected the entire campaign, of which 
It was nearly the ojpening. The attack of the walled pettah of Ahmed- 
nuggur by escalade,, which nearly opened the s4me campaign on the side of 
the Deckan, was exposed to little chance of failure, though attended with 

A remarkable instance occurs in the attack of Carangooly, in 1780, by a detachment from 
8ir Lyre Cootes army j in Colonel Wellesley's attack of llannee Bednoor, inlSOO; and several 
f'liei eases, unnecessarjf to bfi oUninerated. 

I rSir Eyre Coote failed ju the attdflk the fortified Pagoda of Chillumbrum, in 1781, with 
nsK^at)],, * ^MiW.lsr resilli* attend^ tite^ttack of the fortified summit of Moogral 

The' hy Cpldnel Mon^l^a^’s de^chment, in the beginning of 1^05. 

*' of Paitjaltun 6ourchy,-,ia Uio lirtn^iflee dlithte flirhishes more than one instance of 
tacctasful resistance, <• . 
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234 DISLOCATION OF THE GRANTS AEMY* 

heavy 1o§s. The walls were low^, atid their narrowheas at the top^yhf^li 
was probably unknown, was the greatest difficulty they opposed. tJ^der 
sbeh circumstances, an escalade, at several points, is almost sure, of 
but with ghurrksy whose walls are sixty; or seventy feet high, the att^Kt 
is out of the question ; and even in the instance of places of moderate ele- 
vation, scaling-ladders have been found too short, in a number of instances, 
which are very descriptive of the precipitancy of British assaults* 

A ladder, beyond a certain length, becomes unwieldy, and the rearing 
it difficult ; because its mass, from a well-known law in physics, does not " 
increase in the same proportion as its power, which must be adequate to 
the weight to be borne, and relative to the extent of bearing. The latter 
element is materially affected by the distance f of planting scaling-ladders, 
to which much importance attaches. Though the proper use of scaling- 
ladders is for a surprise, they have been frequently used in India for 
daring assault. Their consequent impbrtance has been the cause of frequent 
and ingenious attempts to render them at once portable, and applicable to 
different heights. French inventions for this purpose were found at Seringa- 
patam, and in British arsenals others have been made of pieces to be put 
together; but none of these succeeded like the inflexible bamboo-ladder, 
with all the occasional inconvenience of disproportionate length. These are . 
strong enough, when rolled with spun-yarn for a length of thirty-five feet, 
bearing as many men as can ascend at once. They are also comparatively 
light, from being hollow ; while every piece of machinery must not only be 
made of solid timber, but, moreover, double at the joinings ; thus multiply- 
ing the weight and dividing the power:]:. To the attack of high 


♦ The recent “ Memoir of the late War in India” says, ** The ptttah wall was very lofty*” 
Its average height is Under twelve feet. , ^ ,w ^ ^ 

. t “ The distance from the foot of the ladders to the walls should be equal to^Jiflf df' their 
height. For this is the most just proportion with respect to the me^ that are^to tnot^^upoilthem. 
Iftlie distance be greater, the ladders will too easily be broken ‘.iindex the weight. 
then be so erect, that the soldiers, as they ascend, must be continually in dknger of^fkllw^ bead- 
long down.” — Hampton’s ^lybius, iii. p. 80. 8 vo. edition. J ^ 

The above rule would requin^ the ladder to be ono-eightb lo^ge^ ; th<m th^ the wall 

merely to reach its top. u ^ 

I The discovery of the law in physics^ liere refeired to, and which 
related by MoOtucln, with se^al ingenious reflations Galileo lirede sa UlSbriO 
sequences que nous ne devons pas omettre : la ptenudre est que de| • corpa^ i 


^"h'ont pas 
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therefore; scaling-ladders are inapplicable', Breaching-batteries also, to 
niake a sufflcidbt slope in a revetted mound of earth, into ^hich every shot 
pll^frateh^' as into iil butt for prstetice, however successful they may ulti- 
mately prove, j^rfequire more patience * than is generally compatible with a 
' ' ' ' ^ 

■> ' 

des forces propoftionnlctf a leur^ ipasses pour resister a leur rupture ; car los masses croissent 
comme les cuto des c6tes semblables les resistances, cateris paribus^ ne le font qu'en raison 
dcs quarres de c^s cotc^ *, d’ou il suit qu’il-y-a un terme de grandeur au-dela duquel un corps so 
romproit au moindxe choc ajoute h son propre poids, ,ou par ce poids nit^me, tandis qu’uiie autre 
moindre et somblable resistera au sien, et m6me ^ un effort ctranger. De-14 vient, dit Galileo, 
qinine machine qui fait son effet en petit, manque lorsqu’elle cst cxijcutoe en grand, et croule sous 
sa propre masse. La nature, ajoute-t-il, ne sauroit faire des arbres ou des aniniaux demesure- 
nient grands, sans ^tre exposes h. im pareif accident, et e’est pour cela que les plus grands 
animaiix vivont dans un fluide qui leur ote une partie de leur poids. Nous pourrions encore 
reniarqucr que c‘est-la la raison pour laqiielle de petits insectes peuvent, sans danger de fractiuc, 
faire dcs chutes si demesurees, cn ogard h. leur taille, tandis que de grands animaux, comme 
riiornme, se blessent soiiyent cn tombant de leur hauteur. Une autre vorite curieiisc qui suit de 
cette thcoric, e’est qu’un cylindre creux, ct ayant la m^mebase et superficie, resiste davantage que 
s’ll etoit solide. C ’est, ce semble, pour cette raison, et pour concilier en m^me temps la legcrete 
ft la soliditc, que la nature a fait creux les os des animaux, les plumes des oiscaUx, et les tigts 
df plusieurs plantes,” ^c.-'-IIistoire dcs Mathematiques, tom. ii. p. 190. 4to. edition. 

* The importance of time is the common enemy of regular sieges. Those of the British army 
iu Spain was a mixture of regular approach and insult ; for the case was generally reducible to the 
alti rnative, of either undertaking the reduction of a place in a restricted number of days, or of 
rffraiiiiiig from the attempt altogether. These generally succeeded with British troops ; and per- 
liaps they alone, or Russians, are suitable to it. Nor is it in these days only that this character has 
hf'i'n acquin d, in support of which are the following curious extracts from the llarleian Miscellany, 
(vol X. p|). 418, 420.) The city of Ypres was besieged by Marshal Turenue, commanding the 
Frcncli army, to which was attached a corps of English, under Major-general Sir Tliomas Mor- 
I gan, sent by Cromwell to assist against the Spaniards; and the Marshal, uuder great apprehen- 
sions that Don John of Austria would “ break through one of his quarters to relieve the cityj" m- 
tiniated the same to Sir Thomas. “ Then Major-gencral 'Morgan told him, his condition was 
*>oinc‘vvhat desperate, and said, that a des]}eratc disease must have a desperate cure. His Excel- 
lency asked what he meant ? Major-general Morgan did offer him to attempt the comiterscarp 
«p^n an assault, and so put all things out of doubt with expedition. T)ie Major-general had no 
sooner said this, but Marshal TureunD joined his hands, and looked up through the boards to- 
wards tlie heavens, and said, Did ever my master, the King of France, or the King of Spain, attempt 
a counterscarp uppn aq. assault, where there are three half-n|Oons covered with cannon, and the 
r nnparts of the playing point-blank into the counterscarp ? Further he said, What will the 
King, my nias|#^ tlunk me, if I expose hrs army, to thpse hazards ,'" And he rose up and fell 
’>ito a passion;^ stafppihg with Ids feet, and shaking his locks,, grinning with teeth. He said, 
Major-general Morgan had, hiad^ 1 degrees, he cooled, and' asked ihe Major- 

general whether he woi^stay to dinner withliiiti; but the Major-general .begged his pardon, for 
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comparison of other exigencies of the service to the importance 
garrison. There remain two other methods which promise ®ajly s| 
These are, liombardment and mining: the first on account of 
. area of all elevated containing no proof-buiIdingg;,,^ajQd th^ pt^e^ 

from the facility of entering their revetment ; to which^ the; 
there are scarce any means of offering effectual opposition,'^- th^re Beibg 
seldom any ditch. It appears, however, that in India, these^ are ,]^fanches^^^ 
of the military profession the least understood and practised.; . . ,! 

In an army which has generally found a ,yrider field for the dbplay^ijf 
bravery /and discipline, than occasion for scientific resources, the Engineer- 
ing brjanch of the service is not likely to meet all thp .encouragement which 
it deserves, or which, in fact, is necessary. It may, indeed, be fairly as- 
serted, that this establishment is far below its proportion in ludiar.and 
seldom able to furnish for field service, officers possessing th^ rare combh 
nation of talents and experience, while permanent employment in, Civil 


he liad appointed some of tlie officers to eat beef at liis teiU that day.’* The assault, however, was 
agreed to, and “ Marshall Turenne asked Major-general Morgan, How many English he would 
venture ? The Major-general said, he would venture six hundred common men, besides offieers, 
and fifty pioneers, Marshall Turenne said, that six hundred of Monsieur la Ferto’s army, and fifty 
pioneers, and si.x hundred of his own army, and fifty pioneers, would be better than two thousand 
men. ^lajor-gencral Morgan replied, they were abundance to carry it, with God’s assistance.” 
After tins, the Marshal proposed he should advance by an approach occupied by the Frcuich ; but 
“ Major-genen4 Morgan begged his pardon, and said, he desired to fall on with the English entire, 
without intermingling them,” and insisted, for that purpose, on exposing himself to the danger of 
advancing between two approaches. This ended with the Major-general and his ipen leaping 
“ pell mell into the counterscarp, amongst the enemy. Abundance of the enemy were, drowned 
iij the inQat, and many taken prisoners, with two German Princes, and the counterscarp cleared J 
The French were in their approaches all thi^ time. Tlie English fell on upon the half-moons, and 
immediately the red coats were on the top of them, thro\ying the enemy into the moat, and turning 
the gun.s upon the town. Thus the two half-mopns were speedily taken.” “ Then the French fell 
on upon the other half- moon, but were beaten off. 'The Major-general considered that tliat half- 
moon would gall him in the day-time, and therefore did speak to the officers and soldiers, tliat it 
was best to give them a little help; the red coats cried, ‘ Shall we fall on in order, or happy'^J®* 
lucky?’ The Major-general said, ‘ In the name of God, happy-go-lucky;’ and immediately the red 
coats fell on' and were at the top of it, knocking the enemy down and casting them into the moat. 
When this work was done, the Major-general lodged the English on the counterscarp ; thej^vere 
no soonfer,^dged, but Marshal Turenne scrambled Over jhe ditches id find the Major-^eneraf; 
when he ttiet with him, he was much troubled the French did no better ; for ipiel^ they ^ 
nothing/’ — Relation of Sir Thomas ijj^rgan’s progress jn France, JLondoii,4^99* - : . • v ‘ 
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works is c&s\wire(S«^ of the service,. 

Wi|hall th^^d^tas tr6opl m th| field, aurimg this war, -was, no ofl^cer 

of'^gitieers dboV^" rank of Lieiitenant;".yet e'ven this' * 1 ^ tolerable, 
compared wftli thd/ 'smfe ef tho engineer f department with^the Grand 
Army, before^hiirtpooT, ift the former war under Lord Lake. His Lord- 
ship, in his public dispatches, attributed his failures at that place to this 
deficiency* ; and ' for doing this, might have abundant reason, without any 
reproach attaefiing to that respectable corps, the fault lies in the system 
throiighont, in which sufficient importance is not given to the engineer 
brand! of the military service. Individuals belonging to it possess abun- 
dance of talent ; en«!puragetnent and extension are alone required to , 
convert the British atfacks of fortified places, now characterised only by 
a spirit of self-dev;^tion, into elevated instances of generous principle, com- 
bined with one of the' highest efforts of human ingenuity and cultivated 
intellect. 


* A Iiitc History of Indio, in de.scribing this deplorable siege, thus mentions this circumstance: 

“ As general causes, he (Lord Lake) chiefly alleges the extent of the place, the number of its 
(loldulcrs, the strength of its works, and lastly, the incapacity of his Engineers ; as if a commander ‘ 
were tit for his office, who is not himself an Engineer.” (Mill’s History of British India, HI. p. 688, 
ito edit.) Tliis remark probably arises from ignorance of the distinction between tlie ' theoretic 
and executivfj jiarts of engineering, A Comniaiidcr in Chief should, no doubt, judge of the pro* 
prii'ty of a plan of attack, as far as general reconnaissance, and examination of the projects submitted 
to iiiiu, will sup})ly Uie means : hut by whom is all the particular information to be collected on 
which these projects are to be formed ? and being collected, by whom shall it be put together, with 
all the comparisons and calculations of means that are necessary to the perfection of a plan of 
attack ? By whom are to be distributed, superintended, and directed, the various details which 
should be unremittingly and simultaneously prosecuted? Many officers, and many ranks, are 
required for the perfornaah'ce of these duties, the Lowest of which, fbr its due execution, requires a 
knowledge of the higher ; » and well might the deficiency of tlie Engineer establishment be given 
as tlie cause for the failures at, Bhurtpoor, though it is none for Lord Lake’s undertaking that 
si 'ge with insufficient means; With equal, if not more justice, might the General be expected 
to command, personally, every ^fcparate piece of artillery at the siege ; but in either case, supposing 
't practicable, who is to perfo& the extensive and gupOtior functions of Commander in Chief, 
*vluch appear to be left put Of the account ? ^ 



CHAPTER IV. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF THE RAJAH OF SATARA, AND EXPULSION OF 
THE PEISHWAH FROM THE POONAH TERRITORY. 


Re-organization of the Fourth Division and Reserve. Siege Singhnr. Capitulation, 
Reduction of Poorunder. Occupation of the remaining Forts between Sntara and 
Poonah. Colonel Deacon\s Marches North of the Godaverp , and Depicture of Sulabut 
Khan, March in Pursuit of G unput Rao to Ahmednuggury and Return of' Sulabut Khan. 
Reduction of Places between Ahmednuggur and Poonah. Operations of Lieutenant- 
colonel Prothers Detachment in the Southern Koltun, Operations above the Ghah. 
March of the Fourth Division from Satara, in Pursuit of the Peishwuh. Cavalry Com- 
bat at Ashtec. Parallel between the Defeat of Ciokla and Dhoondeah Waugh. Ka- 
flectionson this Ajfair. and its Result. Considerations respecting the British and Mah- 
ratta Governments. Re-establishment of the Rajah of Satara. Movements of Lien- 
tenant-colonel Pollock's Detachment. March of the Head-quarters of the Deckau Arm^ 
through the Valley of Khandesh. March of the First and Second Divisions to ik 
Ciodavery. Movements of the Enemy, and of the Fourth Division. Re-organization of 
the tiydrahad and Poonah Divisions. Termination of Sir Thomas Hislop's Command 
of the Army of the Deckdn. 


Kc-organt/.ation 
of the Fourth 
Division and 
Reserve. 


The description of the operations against the Pcishwah was discontinue^^ 
at the reduction of Satara, when he was again flying in a. northerly di-l 
rection. 

The Fourth Division and Reserve having joined, were favourably cir- 
cumstanced to re-orgauize their composition, and to benefit by the expe- 
rience acquired from their preceding exertions, ^ The result ihe 
formation of two corps ; one consisting of all the parts best adapted' jto a 
siege, and the other, of those calculated for a renewed and 
of the fugitive. For this purpose the cavalry of the Reserve 
ferred to the Fourth Division, and a brigade of Bombay injftntry, 

with the battering train, was transferred to the Reserve in 
Fourth Division was now left a compact arid efficient light forced consistinj 
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of the horse-jp-tnie'ryV two,/^quadro^ his Afaj'esty’s 22(i dragoqns. the 
2d and 7th regiments of Madras cavalry, twelve hundred Poonali auxiliary 
horse, and two thousand five hundred infantry. The force remaining to 
compose the Reserve, consisted of — 


* f Madras Establishment of Europeans 

y t Bombay . . ditto ditto . . . 

r Division* of the Rifle Corps 

The Madras Brigade < European Flank Battalion 

^ 2d Battalion of the 12th Native Infantry 

r Bombay European Regiment 

1 2d Battalion of the 9th Regiment of . 

Bombay Brigade . . < Bombay N^ive Infantry . 

1 2d Battalion of the 15th Regiment of . 
^ Madras* Native Infantry 

' Total Force . . 


{European 
Rank and 
File. 

Total 
Rank and 
File. 

116 

78 

1 194 

823 

jl776 

419 

) 

1 

-| 


1 'i 

1 ! 

3735 


with a train of one ten and four eight-inch mortars, two heavy five-and-a- 
half-inch howitzers, four eighteen and four twelve-pounders, four light five- 
and-a-half-inch howitzers, and ten six-pounder field-pieces. To this force 
was attached three hundred and sixty-one Madras and Bombay pioneers, 
and five hundred Poonah auxiliary horse. The commanding engineer was 
Captain Nutt, of the Bombay establishment ; and the artillery was com- 
manded by Lieutenant-colonel Dalrymple, of the Madras Presidency, who 
was well experienced in the description of service about to be undertaken. 

The Fourth Division having moved off, on the 13th of February, in 
pursuit of the enemy, the Reserve marched on the following morning from 
Satara, by the Salpee»^Ghat and the Neerah Bridge, Eerree, Seeraola, and 
Seewarrah, to Singhur, before which place it arrived on the 20th. This 
movement was luckily accomplished without any molestation from an 
enemy, though the line of march, with the train, stores, and provisions, 
equalled in length an ext;ent of four miles; and the latter part of the road, 
lying among hills, was difficult, from its intersection by numerous ravines. 
Ihe fortress of Singhur .stands on the summit of a mountain, which ter- 
minates, to the west, one.qf^fhe rafiges of hills r^ning from the east between 
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PoonahW the Neerah river. Its altitude is 

to it. ^along pathways on high and precipitous ridges. 

, - ^ iocf,..^rrl. Its L^reatest extent, from wiast td e 


r JT ' 

.^"JiiAhw’ar'd and 'easWard. Us greatest extent. 
abonl a thousand yards, and from north to south, about pghul, , 
lutthe irregularity of its shape, which conforms o the dtret^oh of ft,- 
scarped sides of the rock on which the walls stand, depnves it of a diogoad 
which would be proportional to those dimensmns m a regular figure. 
Us area is therefore comparatively coulined, and. moreover, occupied b, 
ruvuid eminences which rise within the wails. It eondins ijg. bomb, 
proofs ; but shelter may be obtained for a small body of ^ Wsr. 
of the rocks. The Ilcad-qiiartets of the Reserve were estabhshed on the 
banks of a im/W. about two miles aad a half from the fort, m a sonlli. 
easterly direction; and as one of the avenues from its easteo, extrenut, 
or Poonah gate, eommmiieated with the northern valley, myompanie? .f 
the od battalion of the 7th Bombay Native mfani ry, and a body of auxiliary 
horse, invested it on that side. On the crest of the ridge, opposite tM er- 
tremity, at the distance of eight hundred yards, a post and >tte0 were 
established, of one eight.inch mortar, one five.and.a.half.iljc!, Iiow.tzer, .,,d 
two six-pounders, which opened on the 21st. On the follojmg day, loai 
companies of the 2d battalion of the 15th Madras Native inlahtry mrft 
for Poonah, and were replaced by the remaining four companies ofth -J 
battalion of Ihc 7tli Bombay Native infantry. The mortar-battery, wbiih 
opened on the same evening, consisting of one ten and three cigh -m . 
illoitars, and three flve-and-a-half-ineb howiteer^ was placed niider c<,i.r 
ofaliill, south-east of the fort. On the 24th, *|,| . 

tlionsand eight hundred Niram’s reformed horse, joined “'ll" J 

post, in the northern valley; fioni which, two S’*;!*'"”'’’*” 
to Poonah. Opposite the south-west angle, at the distance of one . 
yards, a battery was established, of two ‘-g.; i 

pounders, which opened on the 25th of February. To 
iantfrom the gateway seven hundred and one ‘hon»and y»rd.. w^tk 
two breaohing-batteries of two eighteen-pounders pch , and , V -.P- 
on the 28th. against that point. t , - *v 

There were expended, 'by the 1st of , March. fowtepi^J 
seventeen shells and two thousand two hundred a^d 
pounder shot, when the garrison, amounting to t^elve,hur^gd 
out a white flag. They' were-perfliitted to- march out on 
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with'private'proiw^' and personal _arms,; British detachment took 

possession of the place. This was a result as favourable as could have been 
expected, and a happy commencement of the siege-part of the war! The 
loss was nothing; though the working party every night 'were generally 
one hundred Europeans, and two hundred Sepoys, besides the pioneers. 
The garrison contained speu hundred Gossyes, and four Hundred Arabs. 
These engaged to proceed to Ellichapoof, accompanied by an agent from 
the Biitish Gpvepment ; and to bind themselves, by the" delivery of bos- 
tage^^, not to enter any Native service. 

The next place which claimed the immediate attention of ^e Reserve, 
was Poonadur, or Poprunder. , This, likewise, was a hill-fort connected 
with a neighbouring r&ge. The division commenced its march on the 6th ; 
and made detachments, cn route, to complete' the investment, previous to 
its arrival in position before the place. From Ilinchundee, Major Elridge, 
with lour companies of tire Bombay European regiment, and four compa- 
nies of rifles, marched through the Poorunder Ghat to the northward of 
; the fortress. From Bungoallee, also, a detachment, under Major Thatcher, 

: consisting of three companies of the Bombay European regiment, and 
j five companies of Madras and Bombay Native infantry, marched, on the 
sth, for the southward of the fort. The head-quarters, and remainder of 
the division, continued the march during the 9th, 10th, and 11th; and ar- 
rived by the way of Jejoorree, in a position north of the forts of Poorun- 
dcr and Wuzeer Ghur, distant three miles. Within four miles of the camp, 

' at the village of Sassoor, there was a strong stone building, in which a 
j party of two hundred men, Arabs, Scindees, and Hindoostanees, had 
I shut themselves up, with some small guns, and made a shew of opposition. 
The walls were so sulistantial, that six-pounders were found incapable of 
aftccting them. Eighteen-pounders were then brought up; but, though 
‘ these also appeared to make as little impression on the walls, they had suf- 
ficient effect on the minds of the garrison, to induce their surrender at dis- 
cretion. The operations against the forts were short, and may be related 
in a few words. On the 14th of March, a mortar battery opened on them ; 
and on the 15th, Wuzeec Ghur adfilitted a British garrison. As this place 
commanded Poorunder, the Killedar* was necessitated to accept the terms 


When ^evajee^g ^ plac#-J^ Dileir Khan, a Mogul officer, he was in like 
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giv^n to the garrison of Wuzeer Ghur ; and the British colours , 

on the IGth. The example of these places had a salutary effect oa^lhe rei ' 
maining forts in that quarter. Major Thatcher’s detachnaent marched 
the 20th from its position west of Poorunder, towards PandaughtrT,%bf^|ile ' 
Kamateeka Ghat ; and on the 23d arrived before the place, which Was eva-"^ 
cuated on the night of the 24th. Within another march were the.forts of. 
Kummulghur and Kalinjah, distant from each other about six |Ja. 

jor Thatcher s detachment encamped between these places on the 2^tlD As ' 
the result of this movement, the former was evacuated on the same, night, 
and the latter on the night following. 

The division recommenced its march on the 21st, and returning by the 
Neerah Bridge and Salpee Ghat, encamped on the 24th, within two hiiles 
of Chundun and Wundun, two hill-forts, which were evacuated that night. 
On the 26th, a position was assumed before Wyratghur, by a inarch in two 
divisions ; the line passing through a defile impracticable for guns, and the 
heavy tmin and cavalry making a circuit of the hill on which the fort is 
situated. Preparations were made for its immediate attack ; hut they were 
rendered unnecessary, by its surrender on the same evening. The. division 
halted on the 27th and 28th, to admit of the rejunction of Major Thatchers 
detachment, which had been successfully employed in obliging the garri- 
son of Kundulghur to evacuate that place, distant about sixteen miles from 
Wyratghur. Thus in the limited period of six weeks, between the time qf J 
leaving the vicinity of Satara till the division returned, ten forts were re* 
duced, and garrisons established.* ^ 

No convenient occasion having occurred to introduce an account oif. 
Colonel Deacons operations, since the detachment he commanded re-, 
mained near Jafferabad at the end of December, (p. 137) th^y may novr 
be brought forward without affecting the unity of the narrative. The 
Peishwah, it will be recollected, had at that period gon^ to the wrthward, 


manner obliged to surrender, in consequence of Wuzeer Ghqr being first taken: itjwas on that 
rnemorable occasion that Sevajee was sent a prisoner to Dellii. ^ V 

In SingHur and Poorundcr, two companies of the 2d battalion of tbe l5tli Madras 
infantiy, each. In Pandaughur, Kummulghur, and Wyratghur, two CompaSlfee (^li« 2d 
lion of th6 9th Bombay Native infantry, divided among them. In the forla 6t 
dun, and Nanghurrie, a company and a half of tlie vanc^corps, equally 
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as far as the Pheira, fol^^d ^fl^^oftsiderable distance by Brigadier-gene- 
ral Smith’ who was desirtws of intercepting his communication \vith Khan- 
desh. In ordi^' to contribute- to .tb%tbject, i^r, Elphinstone pressed Lieu- 
tenant-colonel TDeadon to move directly to the westward, while the Fourth 
Division was advancing froni theiouthward. The Lieutenant-colonel ac- 
cordingly marched on, ^the ,30th of .'December, with his own detachment, 
and that of Sulabut Klmti, and arrived at,Boza on the 2d of Janiiary. On 
the following (Jay the detachment was at tassoor, and halted there on learrf- 
ing that the Peishwah had fled again southward, for then he attacked thb 
Bombay battalion at Koreigaum (p. 179). At the same time, Oaptairi Da.' 
vies’s detachment was at Byzapoor, one march further west. It consisted 
of sixteen hundred reformed horse, four hundred infantry, and two'guns. 
Colonel Deacon halted till the 12th, when, in consequence of orders I'rom 
Sir Thomas Hislop, he moved to Ranjengaum, for the purpose of resuming 
a position near the head of the Ghats, and arrived on the 19th at Pangree, 
wliere the roads from Adjunta and Jypoor-Koatly join in the direction of 
Jaliiah. He here received, on the same day, a requisition from Brigadier- 
general Doveton for the return of the Nuwaub Sulabut Khan to EUiebapoor, 
to assist in the assumption of the districts ceded by the Nagpoor Rajah, 
and to cover that part, of Berar against the apprehended incursion of the 
chief, G unput Rao, who had fled in that direction (p. 223) from Ghirhur. 
The Nuwaub accordingly, on the 22d, marched with his force towards 
Ellichapoor ; but Gunput Rao was heard of on the same day moving by 
Sirpoor to join the Peishwah, with a considerable body of horse. On the 
i'ollowing day. Colonel Deacon received Sir Thomas Hislop’s orders to 
carry his force to the southward, by Ahmednuggur, in consequence . of 
Lord Hastings’ desire that as great a reinforcement as possible, should be 
sent to the divisions acting against the Peishwah. As these instructions 
included Sulabut Khan, an express was dispatched to overtake the Nu* 
waub, and to request that he would send back five hundred of his best 
horse, to accompany the detachment. This modification of the orders Colo- 
nel Deacon receiyed, arose from the urgency of Brigadier-general Dove- 
ton’s requisition, conaidelati^ of Sulabut Khan’s ill health, and the 
inefficiency of sprpe of fjbe i p|an1 ^ bn a . fatiguing service. He was, further, 
unwilling to have , the epmp,^y^f the Ndwaub, who viaa attended by tqq 
uiany elephants, a^^^djmi^hlces of eastern pomp, tb suit the operations 


(Map Vll 



March in Par- 
(uit of Gunput 
Kao to Ahmed- 
muggur, and 
Return ofSu- 
labut Khaa. 

(MapVn.) 


Reduction of 
Places betwen 
Ahmednuggur 
ind Poonah. 

(Map VI,) 


244 


ESTABLISHMENT OF THE RAJAH QF 1SATARA, 



of a light detachment. But the old Chiej^^conied the propibsition 
into quarters during the continuance of Ihfe war,' and insisted on tetijrningA^ 
with all his force. , > ‘ * 

Lieutenant-colonel Deacon did not wait for his junction ; for^lbt^ing re- 
ceived intelligence, on the evening of the 23d, of Gunput Rao |)eing lately 
at Nair, twenty-four miles east of Jalnah, he marched his detapjhm^t lia- , 
mediately in search of the enemy, and the next "morning reached flepree,c^ 
fifteen miles south of that place. Learning here that they had crossed 
the Godavery, proceeding towards Bheer, he continued his march % the; 
afternoon, arrived on the 25th at Pimchoor, and on the following day at 
Moongy-Pyetun. On the 28th the Lieutenant-colonel was overtaken by a 
dispatch from Captain Sydenham, Political Agent at Aurungabad, repre- 
senting the depredations committed by the garrison of Newassh, said to 
consist of about seven hundred men, of whom two hundred were Arabs. 

It was also understood, that one thousand five hundred of the Peishwah’s 
horse were on route to join them from the vicinity of Ahmednuggur. As 
their existence in this position prevented the assumption of this part of the 
Poonah. territory, Colonel Deacon was pressed to ^ttack them. With this 
view, he marched on the 29th up the Godavery to Toka, and was there 
joined by Captain Davies s detachment, which had been ordered on from 
Byzapoor. On the 30th he marched against Newassa, the garrison of which , 
place fled, as he came in sight, to a neighbouring jungle ; but th!?y 
overtaken by a party of the reformed horse, who cut up about one hundred, 
with the loss of eighteen killed and wounded. This service completed, 
the detachmerit continued its march to Ahmednuggur ; where, on the 6th, 
Sulabut Khan rejoined, and orders, dated the 3d, were receive^ from Bri- 
gadier-general Smith, to detach Captain Davies to join the Fourth Divisioiv 
with all the reformed horse, escorting such grain' as w^s :re^dy''jl|) be (|lV 
patched from Ahmednuggur. The horse accordingly marched 'tp^Poob^h; 
but, instead ofimmediately joining Brigadier-general Smith, they ebutnbuted, 
to the investment of Singhur, as has been already related. ,, 

At Ahmednuggur Colonel Deacon was in immediate communication 
with Mr. Elphinstone, who recommended to his pritnary attention the oc- 
cupation of the country lying between the Pheira and Bhiem^vrive^^ 
the expulsion of any parties ofthe“ enemy who might^hew 
The first 4fie|isure in execution of this service, wa^ the^atla^lof 
the 12th. of .February, after a long march that day froifi 
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The detachment, was fttflowef by .Wo howitzers j but, they not arriving 
early, Colonel Deaeop tried the experiment of taking off a part of the loose 
defences of the ghur¥ie with his galloper six-pounders. ' The garrison, 
being three hundred men, were apprehensive ’of more coercive means 
coining up for their = reduction; and in order to gain better terms before 
their arrival, proposed, to capitulate immediately. They were permitted to 
retire, with their arms and private property ; and the place, double-walled, 
was found capable, if resolutely defended, of an opposition superior to the 
means of subjugation which could have been immediately produced. Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Deacon was on the 20th and 21st at Serroor; and came be- 
fore the fort of Chakuu on the 25th, having received from Pooiuh a detach- 
ment of the Bombay European regiment and some howitzers and guns, 
the lieaviest of which were twelve-pounders, iron and brass. This fort 
was deservedly considered strong, particularly at the gates ; and was 
surrounded by a good ditch. The wall and defences were of substantial 
masonry, and the garrison made a shew of a determined resistance ; one 
of their guns, however, was disabled on the first day, and on the same 
evening preparations we^e made for the establishment of a breaching bat- 
tery within two hundred and fifty yards of the western face, where was 
tlie point to be attacked. The brass twelve-pounders were first brought 
down to battery, early on the 26th, in order to take off some collateral 
defences, and the enemy still maintained the fire which they had com- 
menced on the previous day, though its execution was very trifling. At 
the same time a position was given to the 2d battalion of the 17th 
Madras Native infantry, and a company of Europeans, on the south, while 
the Nizam’s battalion, which had accompanied Captain Davies, occuj)ied a 
jtost on the north side. At ten o’clock, however, the garrison considered 
they had made sufllcient resistance, and desired terms ; but, as they were 
required to lay down their arms, the capitulation was delayed till the af- 
ternoon, when they marched out and grounded, as desired. Four or five 
Europeans were killed and wounded. After this service the detachment 
proceeded to Poonah, to refit for further operations in the direction of 
Jooneer ; and detwhed the heavy gyns against the neighbouring hill- forts 
un the road to Bomba ^ .i * 

iie fortress of Hhoghur situate thirty-six miles west from Pooiiah, 
the road to Bojo^l^ayy^^'^ the left of which it lies distant two miles 
a half. It wa« at thiis'Mae besieged, force under Lieutenant- 


^ri.m 23 ) 


(C’-) 




' 3 , 3 , 3 .) 


Operations (>f 
I.ieutcnrint^’C'j- 
lancl Protlier# 
DttHchment in 
the Southern 
Kokuii. 

(Map VI.) 



246 ESTAifetiSHMENT dF'THE EAJAH OF SATARA/s 

colonel Prother, fitted out with la^iille exertion by *the Gdverh^^{| 
of Bombay. At the opening of the w^r, this qorps consisted of parts%’ 
the 1st battalion of the 5tK^ and 1st battalion of .tHe '9thjregiments of 
tive infantry, equal to. five hundjred and sixty rank and file, details of his 
Majesty’s regiments thirty-three, seventeen men of his Majesty's 17th 
dragoons, and eleven Native cavalry, belonging to the Governor’s and 
: . Commander in Chief’s guards; for even' these were applied^ the exigen. 
cies in the field. There remained for the duties of Bombay, only three hun- 
dred and fifty of the marine battalion. This small detachment was destined, 
in the first instance, to cover the British possessions in the Upper Kokun, 
and to keep* open the communication towards Poonah. This service was 
effected, at first, by a detachment made up of details of regular and irre- 
gular horse, and mounted infantry. These were commanded by Captain 
McNeil, who ascended the Ghats in December, and advanced nearly to 
Poonah ; from whence other detachments were sent by Lieutenant-colonel 
Burr, to contribute to the same object. A post of infantry was established 
at the bottom of the Ghat; and a redoubt, constructed near Kondallah at the 
top of the Ghat, was occupied by a party from Lieutenant-colonel Prother’s 
detachment, which received the addition of two companies of the Sd bat- 
talion of the 4th regiment. In the early part of Januajy, the enemy being 
only in smfdl force below the Ghats, the Lieutenant-colonel received in- 
structions to proceed against such places in the Southern Kokun as he was 
capable of reducing. The first of these was Kottella, which was approached 
through a difficult country on two sides. It made k i^ew of resistance; 
but was evacuated, on the 20th of January, without occasioning any loss. 
This place was occupied by a Native officer’s party, and the detachment 
marched, in the beginning of February, by Calliapoor and N^pobsee, to 
Pallee; from the garrisons of which place and Roarup, parties ivj;4te de- 
tached to obstruct its progress through thick jungles, halting 

„at PallOe, the Lieutenant-colonel, with three hundred men, ^ to- 

wards Owchilghur, distant twenty miles from that place, throq^h a diffi" 
cult comitry; but, being met by the Killedar, who suri^ndered it, % 
party returned to Pallee, after establishir^ a small garrpibti in |t and 
lghur,mhich liMwise surrendered- Pallee stiU iria^^ing pppo&Uion, a 
taf-batt^l’y was established against^itl and after two 
the plaqp surrendered on the 8th of Bjlpruary. , The 
. on the I5th, in the same mariner, by ihe fire ofa' Wtteryj^'estaDljsl^|&ri® 
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13th. These successes having given so fevourable a posture bdlow, 
the detachment was found applicab^ ,^to offensive operations above, the 
Ghats. A division pf |is Majest^^s 89th regiment of foot, three hundred 
and seventy; strong, arrive^ at. B^rnbay, on the 13th of February, from 
Quiloan, in consequence of an application to the Madras Government, which ' 
was promptly (^mpjied with; This reinforcement,^ added to an ordnance 
train, put Lieutenant-colonel Prother in a condition to ascend the Ghats. 

On the 4th of March, the detachment arrived before LHoghur, all the Operations 
ordnance and stores having been brought up the Boar Ghat with consider- uhais. 
able labour. In order to hasten the reduction of Lhoghur, detachments of 
the 2d battalion of the 6th and the 2d battalion of the 1st regiments of Na- 
tive infantry, with a detail of the Poonah artillery and two companies of the 
auxiliary brigade, were sent from Poonah to join Lieutenant-colonel Pro- 
ther, whose train consisted of seven mortars and four heavy guns. In the 
immediate vicinity of this fort was that of Eessapoor ; and in the course of 
tlie attack, this was occupied without resistance. Its occupation was im- 
mediately followed by that of Lhoghur, on the 5th; the garrison , of which 
evacuated, after viewing the situation proposed for the battery against tlieir 
£,mtcway, and finding their out-posts driven in by the detachments which 
invested that place on all sides. This result was the more satisfactory, as 
the guns had not yet been brought up — a labour which, from the natural 
impediments of the environs, would have been attended with much delay 
and difficulty. This service was followed by the voluntary surrender of the 
fort.s of Takoonah .and Toonga, which were subsequently restored to the 
owners, who came in to Mr. Elphinstone. Two other forts, Ragh and 
Muchee, were occupied in their stead ; for they likewise made no resistance. 

Koaree, a hill-fort twenty miles south of the Boar Pass, and situated at 
the summit of the Ghats, was the next object of attack. Its difficulty of 
access, from the valley of Karlee, promised considerable obstruction to the 
progress of the detachment ; and one attempt to comnaunicate with the road, 
leading to it from Poonah, proved ineffectual. Andther avenue being dis- 
covered, the Lieutenant-colonel came before the place, on the 11th, with an 
advance party ,.^jyhich drove in the enemy’s out-posfs, leaiVing tlm remainder 
of the detachmenfto Mo#, jj^undcr" Major S^ll, of his M^||[ty*s 89th foot,, 
and which arrived dq t^ ll^#in| day, with the exception of the heavy 
train. Even this had Lhoghur the 

two eight^h-pounders, and one of the jhjirteeminch mortars, with’ every ’ 
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other article not absolutely necessary for the service in cca|temf 
the 13th, a fire from the smaller mortars opened against the plactfj^’ 
duced immediately an evident conflagration ; while another battery Was ij 
a state of forwardness, opposite the north-eastern gateway^ which yyas tbe 
principal access to the fort. On the following morning, at day-bresafc, this 
likewise opened with good effect, from one thirteen, one ten, and two eight, 
inch mortars ; and in ttie afternoon the enemy’s magazine was seen to blow 
up, which, at eight p. m., induced the garrison to demand a suspension ol 
hostilities, which was followed, an hour afterwards, by their SQrrender. 
They were about six hundred men, supposed to include some of those \yhc 
had fled from Eessapoor and Lhoghur. The loss of the detachment, on 
this occasion, was twelve* men, including one officer of engineers slightlj 


wounded ; and that of the enemy amounted to about thirty-five. The fal 
of Koaree was followed, on the 17th, by the occupation of the depehdani 
hill-fort of Gunga, which was evacuated on the previous day. To the terroi 
inspired by shells, is to be attributed the early fall of this place, which had 
fair pretensions to be considered a fortress of strength, and it was even sale 
to be mined about the gateway. A place of importance it certainly wa' 
held to be, from its extent, and command of a principal Ghat leading int( 
the Kokun ; and on its fall the troops from Poonah returned immediatel; 
to that station. Thus were closed the operations of this detachment abou 
the Ghatsf and as the subsequent service in the Kokun w'as unconnectw 
with those demanding immediate attendance, their resumption will b( 
postponed to a future occasion. 

While the Fourth Division was detained in the vicihity of Satara, th 
Peishwah was in the country about Pundapoor and Sholapoor ; where li 
was reported to have levied a heavy contribution ; and Brigadier-genera 
Smith followed by moderate marches, in order to gain on him with fres 
troops. The march was prosecuted by Salpa and Rednee to Yellapooi 
where the light force arrived on the 19th of February, and received intell 
gence of the Peishwah having taken a westerly route from Sholapoor.' Tl 
Brigadier-general accordingly .made a corresponding movement the ssg 
night; but learning on his way that the enemy had suddenly turned c 
Kurkum, he Ijj^wise changed his direction, passed theBeemah at KaraoH? 


^ Vide Appendix. M. 




and at eight p'cl 


at 

Mundapqpr ; 
,^the Bri^dieiSgeberal had 


the satisfactiofc|^|^, h‘ea™g.'Jpl^^'ehel^y’4^:^^ ^ hill 


; ' 'T^h|;^lre riot, ho^|v^!)r, entirely 

|ri^,i%and though 'u»^i|8 alW a cbn- 


wliich 

flict, they5*We? 


fthtpl time to make som^ preparation fpr 'itf ^fThey 
had • propose^ t^,i>i5^TCh' thAt m^rni^^ had accordingly struck' th|ir 
tents and la"d[fen*t|^l>aggage. -Xhe y^ei^wah, howevef^, did h% con- 
sider himself st(|aih a paj|^®eh'l ,.He therefore njounted a horse, and fled 
pvecipitataly with' , a 'Sufneieni guard, leaving Gokla with from eight-' to 
ten thousand^; Wwfer*|6 cover hia retreat; and,' if possible, that of the 
baggage. Wheii tl^is measure 'was 'recifmmended tb Bajee Rao, Gokla, 
thinking probably the efitire Fourth Division, with its baggage, was ad- 
vancing, assured him he would aiiiuse the Brigadier-general, who woilld, as 
usual, open his tguns; but when the British cavalry alone were discpvered 
moving over the hill, he found other dispositions must be adopted. His 
force was divided intp several bodies, which made a demonstration of mu- 
tually supporting each other ; and between them and the British cavalry 
was a ttuUah of difiibujit passage, which it was necessary for the attacking 
body to cross. ' 

In this situatipii bf affairs. Brigadier-general Smith’s corps-was advan-;c»viUryCom- 
cing in regimental columns of threes at forming-distance, the two squa* 
drons of his Majesty’s i^2d dragoons in the centre, the 7th Madras Native 
cavalry on the. right, "^d the 2d on the left. On the outer flanks, and a 
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ad the 2d on the left, 
little retired, w^e, the*^ TBpmbay horse-a?]tillery and galloper guns, the 
former on the tight undfer C^thin Pierce; and the latter under Captain 
I'ntli on the ieftf J^CPhu^ dispt^Vd tli^f approached the enemy, and were 
about formihg, whM ^okla, vfith pf two thof|and five hundred hdrse, ■ 
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as tKe ©nemy circled round their right; flank, to ■which 
(3,3,3,) lances and gained the rear. This ttianreuvre threJ^AjCd imtnedia^ly'flte’ 
right flank and rear of the 22d dragoons, then eng^ed th the fronr; 
Major Dawes, with the presence of mind of an old soldiCT, threw ha6k^Uie 
right troop, and bringing forward the left, charged in turn.-" Her^^li' 
was foremost to. receive the attack ; and met 'in conflict a yonn^ oft^t of 
the dragoons. Lieutenant Warrand, who had the honour of receiving ifroS 
him a contusion .on the shoulder; but Gokla had many more anttfgw^ts,^ 
and fell, with several mortal wounds*, at the head of his corps: ]prig^;lier. 
general Smith was on thC right as the enemy made their charge ; todhefore' 
he could quit that position, received a sabre cut on the, back o|'.his'head. 
During the confused mixture of dragoons. Native cavalry, and enemy s 
horse, which prevailed for some ftrinutes, the 2d cavalry had fomed on the 
left, and threw out a squadron which checked some parties of thd enemy 
still in the rear of the other regiments ; but the fall of the Chief deprived 
them of further hopes, and they fled towards the left, in which direction 
their main body, who never came into action, left the field pursued by the 
(-(.-i,'/.) 2d cavalry. A squadron of this corps received a cluster of the' opposite 
party, which proved to be the Rajah of Satara, his brothers and mother, 
all of whom voluntarily sought the British protection. The remaining re- 
giments, as soon as they recovered a little order, likewise commenced the 
pursuit. They found a body in the hollow beyond the village of Aslitee, 
which had never been engaged, and still made a shew of covering the retreat 
of the baggage. But these fled on a nearer approach ; and twelve elephants, 
fifty-seven camels, and many palankeens, fell into the hands the pur- 
suers. The enemy were followed about five miles, but no further impres- 
sion appears to have been made on them, beyond greater dispersion. The 
horse-artillery on the right had been ordered, in the) first instance,^ not Jo 
fire, as it would prevent the immediate charge of the cavalry ; and'|^ diffi-j 
culties of the ground opposed its subsequent passage of the 
to be brought into action ; but the gallopers on the left .found Jteafer faci- 
lity of crossing, and opened with some effect. The eneniy los| |^o^^t two 

* He ifecfeived three pistol-shots and two sabre-Qtids ; and as he &H he. reptesefttea 

vering his head gracefully with his shawl. - ^ > 
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hundt^ Chiefs!^ iSpJliy# the. Si^jish loss 

aroountM to nd jnei^ Europeans and five Ifatiye cavalry killed ’ 

and wounded; : The c^yalry returned, to the fidd 4t)f acticl&, and encamped 
near Ashtee, whwe the^ iVea^Bi fejoined by their infantry and baggage from 
the rear. . ••' •■■ - ' ' 

Thus closed this, brilliant affair, which, while attended with little loss, P»™ii<ibc- 

’ > V o 1 * tween the Dc- 

had the impqrtiut result of liberatihg the Satara family, and terminating 
completely the enterprise of the Peishwah s horse. There are but few waugh. > 
similar actions to be met with in Indian warfare ; and that which most 
resembles it, has never appeared on the page of niilitary history. In 1800, 

Colonel Wellesley was engaged in operations against a chief, named Dhoon- 
deah, who assembled the remains of Tippoo Sooltaun s dispersed army, and 
endeavoured to establish a principality for himself amidst the general dis- 
order. After several places, in his interest, had been reduced, he found 
himself, on the 10th of September, 1800, enclosed between unfordable 
rivers, and in presence of the British cavalry, with the Colonel at their 
head. The cavalry, consisting of his Majesty's 19th and 25th (now 22d) 
regiments of dragoons, and the 1st and 2d regiments \of Madras Native 
cavalry, formed, at the same time with the enemy, who were already get- 
ting in motion to attack, as a last resource, when the British gallopers 
opened from both flanks, and produced in them a perceptible hesitation. 

The critical moment" was seized with three huzzas^; and the whole line 


^ To huzza on approaching an enemy will not be considered a very military practice: 

though, on some occasions, its effects are undeniably salutary. It is so truly English, however, 

that wore it cvbn more objectionable, it would, perhaps, be neither desirable nor easy to be abo- 
lished. In order to shew its antiquity, it is here convenient to rebur to Sir Thomas Morgan's 

Progress in ‘France in 1657 and 1658; though' more ancient histories will probably record a 

similar custom. . ^Previous to the battle of Dunkirk, when, the French and Spanish armies wgr^e - ' 
drawn out, .and the actio^jabout to begin; “ Major-general Morgan, seeing the .enemy pjain in 
battalia, said bcfbjre the li^d of the army, ‘ Sec, yonder the gentlemen you have to trade withal, 
bpon which the .wiiol^brigad4*.of lEnglish gave a shout of rejoicing, that made a roaring echo be- 
twixt the sea aijd caiml. the Marshal Turehne came up, with above an hubdpd no- 

hkirion, to imow W^:^was and reason of that grefit shout. Mi^or-geberal Morgan 
him, it was ah 0f red-coats, when t|iey saw the enemy, ;^rejoice.’* — (Harkiar^ 

yol.'x* p;'f on going’^ mto.jK:.tion jjffill found amopg o{hcr ;; 

"Miims, Thus the Allah," and Ae'tfaUve troops in the Britieh service ill; ' 
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'o^^avalry charged; and>,carn:e, at speed on the «d; ^e .1, 

,.;thit formidable assault, were retiiing in 
. bhief was killed, as in iliie present iOstance, and his" pairt^^ 
considerable loss; and tHe service Vas so complete, ^ to ^^ahfe the 

return immediately into "quartos. One can'ge j^hich^p;re|^tip^e/ 
body of cavalry from receiving the charge of anqther |^ith^iiTmae^;^^^^ 
from the nature of a horse, which, notwithstanding hie education, js jnsfty | 
classed with animals who herd. He is, cpnsefluently, disp%d 
the crowd. It follows, therefore, that the body of horse wbfeh sW«J^t^ 
the commencement of the rapi,d approach of another body, as the ^|fancep 
decreases, evinces an inclination to turn and gallop oft in the., same, difee-. . 
tiori with those in motion. Of this propensity, familiar illustrations may Ije 
observed every day. If, on the contrary, both bodies be put in motion to 
meet each other, the horse perfonns his duty, in conformity with pie im- 
pulse of his nature, and the responsibility of declining the shock inust be 
borne by the rider. If, however, some of the leading horses are actuated ?' 
' by their fears (which belong likewise to their nature), as is generally the 
case in approaching a fire of musquetry, and they halt or turn, few, if an)(, . 
of the other hoijses will go on ; but it is also supposed, that there is, , tlie 
same time, a check of the hand unconsciously applied. The contagion of 
example will be likewise observed, at the passage of unfordable rivers, when 
a body of horse will swim intrepidly, if well led ; but if the leaders turn, so 
will all the rest. Colonel Wellesley’s arrangements, on the occaaiomcited, 
were aS’ near perfection as such situations admit ; and if those of Biigadier- 
generai Smith, on this- occasion, were less perfect, it is very " ' ''' 

whether that circumstance affords any cause for regret. 
ions on object of bringing: the enemy’s horse to actioir 

SsTffau, and with Gokla’^ fall the most important procurable -rfesult w^^hfccoiu* 
Results. ■ pjjgjjgj. ' Jj mattered little, whether a few hundred#..pf thp 


or less were put hor^, de combat ; and the advantages gained* fc< 
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' India, vthat of “ Deen,” signifying “The Faith;” whielh though it wfcw 
iB4ipr^the less used by the Hindoo casts^in ^ saine r^s. 

Ylyylh^^;” hu^^y sentiment., too weak ' 
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expected, H[ad 

Bng£^di(|F^geri6f^l Sfflitii fof^e^i0md;^onery .J^an^ riot, ap- 

pears to he^itfgenerali co^|d,g|jgdas.the_9riy the confUairtn which ensued 
to thf ri^^,);.;it is a |iir question, ijirK^ Jer GoMa would not ,hft|e ^%d, in- 
stead of an action ? tend a^ Natite horse sp rarely charge ,tf , British 

force, eh^pitrj^e^eiit TOi^fit, easily be imagined for delaying that evolution ,, 
till was cleared, If^Brigadier-general Smith was ignorant - 

ofthe art olwpoldiimg <mvalry, and he is said not to* have pretended to it, 
there will l(^;S)|rprisei that more method Was not observed in 

briogirig them info aptiOn^ ‘iupposing him to have interfered beyond order- 
ing the direction bf the attack, the disposition of the guns, and the amount 
and position of the reserve*; since the Remaining orders for execution must 
1)0 given by a Cavalry officer; Without pursuing this disquisition further, 
it will be granted that he Had, on his side, all the arguments derivable from 
success, and that he was opposed by the most able manoeuvre which could 
be expected from his antagonist, Gokla, justly denominated by his master, 
the Sword of the Empire. 

While the light force of the Fourth Division advanced by moderate, but 
regular marches, from Ashtee, by Hingengaura and Barramuttee, towards 
Pooiiah, Baj^e Rao fled, in the first instance, by Pureinda toMoongy-Pyetun 
on tlie Godavery, and from thence towards Nassuck, in the greatest con- 
fusion. His people were now tired of this unprofitable course of life, and 
began, immediately after his defeat, to return to their homes.* The intett-' 
tion of setting up the Rajah of Satara had already been published ; arid as ' 
lio had now fallen into the hands of the British Authorities, there appeared 
no obstacle to a measure so much at variance with the fealty previously ac- 
knowledged to the Peishwah. .A proclamation, suited to the tinips, had 
lieen issued on 'the fail of Satara, and at the period when the Rajah was 
rescued, nioe days afteiwurds, it was in general circulation. This docu- 
ment contained !an exposition of the conduct of the Peishwah since" his 
accession to Government, and of the circumstances that brought on the,.. 
war. Argunietofo.were thence dravvn for tji^^neceesity of his deposition ; and 
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the means of carrying the same into efeci were exbitjited with 

trilth and force, to leave room for doufct of thieir success. Pf 

thidgs was explained, and the inhahit^ts of the Poohah territory •'wcte. 

called on to conform to it. * , 

The object of all political Manifestoes is to make odt a case; 

contains the British side of the questioii. other side is 

exhibited ; for the Native Powers have yet to learn the pr^tice;^^^^ 
ploraatic weapon. It may be easily imagined, v^dthout su^ip^osmg 
damental misrepresentation on the part of the author of the . British 
festo, that it might be met by a very plausible counter-statement, 

Native Powers an exj)erienced and well-informed advocate. At prfe^nt the 
epithets of » treacherous” and “ faithless” are so commonly apphefj, to the 
conduct of Mahrattas, that, whatever foundation there is for the.^neral 
imputation, by no discrimination ate any of their acts exenapted fro^ that 
character. Yet how easy would it be, to draw.a parallel betvveen their con. 
duct, as on many occasions it has been thus represented, and 'that of 
European Powers, which is not only considered with toleration, but eyeii, 
applauded. When a Power, by its weakness or vices, finds itse f on a 
footing inferior to its neighbours with whom it may have political inter- 
course, and unsupported by a greater Power, the usual consequence ^ill be 
its partial subjection ; and if it has once been independent, it will neefsa- 
rily be on the watch for opportunities to throw off this, dominion, ^ ne- 
cessarily will the other Power adopt the requisite measures for ^feating 
• these attempts, and disabling the. adverse State from repeating them, 
a state of things must necessarily generate grounds for the i^tation o 
treachery, as the powerful party cannot, with safety, relinquish its pye oral- 
nancy, nor Uie weaker, its secret machinations ; for force is always bal^P? 
by fraud. Many weak States, in contact with a powerful one, wdWa|^raJ 
league together, and excite each other, to resist the comtoon er 
always at a disadvantage, from less union among thems-’"“" 
formed parts of a single Power. This has been forcibly illustme^j^,w^!f^; 
Mahratta confederacies against the British Government - nor 
Europe during the'power of Buonaparte, till the irresistible oC'^“ ah' 


« As a rapid vi<>w is taton, in this proclamation, of eyeftts highly infeii^tiitg. It 
> it in Oj© Appendix. O. ' . 






;# T^E PjfeHWAH. 


255 


niity atose oui^f liis ^ His hrpos^s on all occasions were 

extremely specious/and if civilized'Jeneto furnished him with such grounds ; 
of plausibifet^^ it mty be‘ admitted that; the Native Powers of india, who 
scarcely ^ve^^ecogjiifc the .Check .pf public opinion, were liable to discard 
every coh^ideratioft p#gd6d faith which could interfere with their political 
conduct In.JiCi,’ wh^t#€r may be said for the Mahrattas, they do not, 
themselves, feVen affect to regard any arguments but those which accord 
with their d:^p‘ narrow' conception of political expediency. These are fre- 
quently l^ss Imposing' than that used by the Pei^wah’s Vakeel on the 
5th of Nbypinber, when he announced his master's intentions by telling 
the Resident' “ that his Highness had heard of the approach of General 
Smith, and the near arrival of the battalion from Serroor ; that this was 
the third time that we (the British) had assembled troops at Poonah, and 
that tlie last time we had surrounded the city. His Highness was there- 
fore determined to bring things to an early settlement.”* 

Brigadier-general Smith’s head-quarters were, on the 4th of March, Re-estabi.sii- 
at Bcilsoor. As his movement to this place approached the position of Ra^hofsaura. 
the Reserve, Mr. Elphinstone now came over, with an auxiliary battalion (Map vi.j 
and Captain Davies’s horse, to receive the Rajah of Satara, who still accom- 
panied the Brigadier-general. The Fourth Division, on the 6th, continued 
its march towards Serroor, where it arrived on the 8th, and halted on the 
9th ; while the Rajalf, with Mr. Elphinstone, proceeded to join the Reserve, 
which they found, on the 11th, near Jeioor, on route to besiege Poorun- 
der. They remained with this force till its subsequent arrival' in the 
vicinity of Satara, when the Rajah was established in the seat of his Go- 
vernment, and Capfain Grant, of the Bombay Establishment, placed- with 
him, to assist his councils and direct his conduct. The Rajah, a man in 
tlie prime of life, was accompanied by two brothers and his mothei* ; the 
latter of whom appeared to have more ambition than her son, who seemed • 
to be of a dull: disposition, and to possess scarcely any education. He 
shewed little knQwiedge of the world, and was perhaps almost unacquainted 
with the Mahfatta history; but his mother made large claims, and ex- 
pressed her eSp^tatidhs that the family should be re-established on the 
footing it enjoyed in its greatest fortune. The impolicy impracticabi- 
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the mcaes of carrying the ,ame into effeci, weK e^^lted 

truth and force, to leave room for doubt of thfeir success. of i 

thiiigs was explained, and the inhabitants, of the Poonah 

■ called on to conform to it. * ' ■ ' . ^ ^ 

The object of all political Manifestoes is to make oift a - 

contains the British side of the question. The other side is 
exhibited ; for the Native Powers have yet to learn the pr^ticp^iP^ .■ 
plomatic weapon. It may be easily imagined, wr^out siyp^^ibl 
damental misrepresentation on the part of the author of the .Bnbsh 
festo, that it might be met by a very plausible counter-statement, J.ad -the 5 
Native Powers an experienced and well-informed advocate. At prascnt the 
epithets of “ treacherous” and “ faithless” are so commonly appJf^4,to the 
conduct of Mahrattas, that, whatever foundation there is for the ^neral 
imputation, by no discrimination are any of their acts exempted fro J that 
character. Yet how easy would it be. to draw.a parallel between fheir con. 
duct, as on many occasions it has been thus represented, and -that of, 
European Powers, which is not only considered with toleration, but eve:| 
applauded. When a Power, by its weakness or vices, finds itself on a' 
footing inferior to its neighbours with whom it may have political inter- 
course, and unsupported by a greater Power, the usual consequence ^ill be 
its partial subjection ; and if it has once been independent, it will acc|ssa- 
rily be on the watch for opportunities to throw oft this domimon. M ne- 
cessarily will the other Power adopt the requisite measures for ^feating ' 
these attempts, and disabling the adverse State from repeating them, ^uch 
a state of things must necessarily generate grounds for the iB^tation ot., 
treachery, as the powerful party cannot, with safety, relinquish its pyedoini- 
nancy. nor the weaker, its secret machinations ; for force is alwayaba,lanp|d 
by fraud. Many weak States, in contact with a powerful oae, w4htla^^a|y 
league together, and excite each other to resist the common eq|^^F:P 
always at a disadvantage, from less union among theraselv^ th'|^if 
formed parts of a single Power. This has been forcibly illustmt^d.^hofl 
Mahratta confederacies against the British Government ; 

j Europe during the power of Buonaparte, till the irresistihje 


* As a rapid view is talcen, in this proclamation, of events hiKhly'infwiltb& a 
to it in the Appendix. O. 
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mity arose out^f His on all occasions were 
extremely ?pecious/?an4if cmlizedW fumlslied him with such founds 

of plausihd{f|, ll ’ admitted’ Powers of*India, who 
scarcely ^ver^ecogni^j^ the ^cheok,.,0f public opinion, were liable to discard 
every cbnsidei*atioh pf goiid faith which could interfere with their political 
conduct. In fact,' whaitg'Vef may be said for the Mahrattas, they do not, 
themselves, even affect to regard any arguments but those which accord 
with their own nafrow' conception of political expediency. These are fre- 
quently less imposing' than that used by the Pei^wah’s Vakeel on the 
5th of November, when he announced his master’s intentions by telling 
the Residept,' “ that his Highness had heard of the approach of General 
Smith, and the near aiiival of the battalion from Serroor ; that this was 
the tliird time that we (the British) had assembled troops at Poonah, and 
that the last time we had surrounded the city. His Highness was there- 
fore determined to bring things to an early settlement.”* 

Brigadier-general Smith’s head-quarters were, on the 4th of March, 
at Beilsoor. As his movement to this place approached the position of 
the Reserve, Mr. Elphinstone now came over, with an auxiliary battalion 
and Captain Daviqs’s horse, to receive the Rajah of Satara, who still accom- 
panied the Brigadier-general. The Fourth Division, on the 6th, continued 
its march towards Serroor, where it arrived on the 8th, and halted on the 
9th ; while the Rajalf, with Mr. Elphinstone, proceeded to join the Reserve, 
which they found, on the 11th, near Jeioor, on route to besiege Poorun- 
der. They remained with this force till its subsequent arrival in the 
vicinity of Satara, when the Rajah was established in the seat of his Go- 
vernment, and Captain Grant, of the Bombay Establishment, placed with 
him, to assist Jiis councils and direct his conduct. The Rajah, a man in 
the prime of life, was accompanied by two brothers and his mothel" ; the 
latter of whom appeared to have more ambition than her son, who seemed 
to be of a dull disposition, and to possess scarcely any education. He 
shewed little knowledge of the world, and was perhaps almost unacquainted 
With the Mahratta history; but his mother made large claims, and ex- 
pressed her ekpdctatiphs that the family should be re-established on the 

footing it. enjoyed ih its greatest fortune. The impolicy iSift impracticabi- 
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lity of complying with such desires, require no expianatioivr^and airi^p 
the extent and situation of the territory allotted for theif maintenaiiQ^iH 
be best formed by a reference to the maps. Under the prote,c^u of^he. 
British Government, they were relieved from a thraldom whic^4i^.^€9n. t 
tinned at least as long* as their power; and a sovereignty,.wa|^pv^^ 
which was, at least, as legitimate as the majority of Indian dytia^^. ' - 
The flight of Bajee Rao, north of the Godavery,,, was Qont^ip^^if, 
with the arrival of the Head-quarters and First Division of the Arn^pf^e 
Deckan on the Taptee? where the events at Talneir detained Sir^0igas ' 
Ilislop till the 2d of March. Apprehending that similar service migllfeoci^r. 
on the route through Khandesb, his Excellency directed Brigadter-^et^,^I 
Doveton immediately to detach his battering-train towards Aump^^U 
it was, subsequently, ordered to halt at Pahrola. Brigadier-general Dove- 
ton was, likewise, recommended to make a westerly movement, aS the,de-. 
mands of the service ajipeared likely to occur in that direction. In fact, 
he received intimation from Captain Gibbon, at Ahmedhuggur, that Bajee 
Rao was, on the 27th, at Copergaum, with the supposed intention .of flying 
to Hindoostan. On this intelligence, the Brigadier-general imme i^te y 
recalled Lieutenant-colonel Pollock’s detachment, which, it will be, recol- 
lected, had inarched towards Poonah, after leaving the Head-quarters of the 
Second Division (p. 223). On the 4th of February, this detachme^nscended 
the Lackenwarree Ghat; and, on the i3th.was at Jaff«rabad. The Lieute- 
nant-colonel was obliged, from hence, to abandon the most direct route to 
Ahmednuggur, in order to have one of bis gun-carriages repaired at Jalnah 
where, on the 15th, he received instructions from Head-quart^>to uec 
his att^tion to the movements of Ram Deen and the Barm.Mye.^ Witu 
that view, he marched to the head of the Cassurbarree Ghpt; ^hefe he 
learneB that this j>art of the enemy were at Chandoor. 

- tinned his route to join Brigadier-general Doveton, at Ootra,n i . 

tions not permitting him to remain longer detached. As sonie^O Vrh 

horse, a few days afterwards, passed the small g/iMme of w i 

was garrisoned by a Native officer and fifty Bombay Native infaptiy. a 
from this small detachment sallied on the enemy, wh^ werq.; plqB|l®‘'P 


* Sevajee wrested a small government from his father, b 1645, a^d h^orOJiau^^i^i 

in 1674. The power of the Peishwahs is generally dated from about |730. 
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tion of Malleygaumj - and . the ‘ Second to ascend, the Gheerhah,. toward 
Bhal. To that division was, at the same time,' retotfi^ t^ small to 
ing-train; fot the impression produced by the vi|orotis proceeding at Tal- 
neir, caused the immediate evacuation 6f all those places, from which op- 
position on the march had been anticipated. Thus the preliminary arrange- 
ments for the Occupation of Khandesh could be effected e/i touIc, notwith- 
standing a rapid progress thfongh that province, "fhe Firht Division accord- 
ingly marched from Pahfola on the 7th, and was joined by the detachment 
under Captain James Grant, which had been sent down the direct pass to 
Choprah (p. 227), id search of Ram Deen and the Barra Bhye. ^is Chief 
having continued his progress by Aumulnair and Chandoor, to. join the 
Peishw^h, Captain Grant remained near the Taptee till he was c^ed for- 
ward on tho'advance of the Hea^-quarters. > ■4"'*. 
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to the left, to inform Brigadier-general Doveton of this movement. He was 
required to detach immediately, the 6th regiment of cavalry to join the 
First Division, by the route of the Cassurbarree Ghat, and to follow with 
his own head-quarters and remaining corps. No water was fotmd, in thi^ 
direction, nearer than the village of Jamderree ; and as this pladl^ was 
twenty-seven miles from Boar-Roond, the line did not arrive at its ground 
till late in the afternoon. On the 10th, the First Division marched eighteen 
miles to the foot of the Cassurbarree Ghat, where the 6th cavalry joined ; 
and on the following day ascended to Pariah. On the 12th, the camp 
was established at Byzapoor, at which place it still remained on the 13th. 
From thence, a detachment of Native infantry, consisting of two companies 
of the 1st battalion of the 3d regiment, was sent to occupy Chandoor and 
Galnah, which places, agreeing to receive garrisons, were occupied ac- 
cordingly. On the same day, the Second Division was at Pariah, having 
advanced by Perkundah, Bhal, Syegaum, land Kassarree, at the rate of 
fifteen miles a day. Brigadier-general Doveton moved on the 14th to 
Belloanee ; and here meeting orders to march on Copergaum, he arrived 
there on the next day instead of following the Head-quarters. 

This arrangement arose out of intelligence that Bajee Rao had been for 
some days at that place ; for it was, in former times, one of his favourite 
retirements, and he was never likely again to behold it. While it formed 
the point of direction for the movement of the Second Division, the First 
marched on Fooltamba, another Ghat on the Godavery, lower down. There 
Sir Thomas Hislop received information, on the 15th, that the enemy had 
passed on, in great confusion, towards Jausgaum. They were mafehing in 
two divisions ; one consisting principally of horse, and the other of infantry 
and guns. Both corps were passing Heurah during the day and night of 
the 12th; but they appeared to keep clear of Peer Mahomed, the Subidar 
commanding there, who had interrupted their excursion on ^former Occa- 
sion. They were next heard of near Rakisboan on the Godavi^fy, wherfe 
.pajec Rao himself encamped on the 14th, and was joiiled by Ram Deen; 
bibt a considerable portion of his horse overspread the couhtfy north of the 
rivei^br the purpose of plunder. One body of them suddenly appeared 
at Jaln^i, to the great alarm of the open cdintonment at that pla^',^ where 
the sick tails from both divisions had arrived, on the 10tK, by the route 
of Adjvnt^ As the rapidity of the enemy's movements 
thrown out divisions from the northward. Sir Thomas HiUop directed 
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Brigadier-general Doveton to move down the river, to Fooltaniba, that a 
new separation of the force might be adapted to the actual state of affairs : 

Bajee Rao being now expelled from the Poonah territory. To account for 
this result, it should be recollected that Brigadier-general Smith was, on the 
9th, at Serroor ; and there received intelligence that the enemy was flying 
down the river. For he was now pressed, at once, from both north and 
south ; and though he might still have passed in the latter direction by 
Jooneer, he had no encouragement to try that route again; as there was 
now a moveable force, near Poonah, under Lieutenant-colonel Deacon. 

Several places * also, on that line, had entered, with few exceptions, into 
terms of composition with Mr. Elpbinstone. But independent of the po- 
sitions of his immediate enemies, he found objections to his longer adopting 
the routes he had so often passed over ; for the country; in their neighbour- 
hood, was exhausted by both parties, and his former contributions had left 
him nothing to glean, either in men or money. 

Brigadier-general Smith marched, on the 10th of March, from Serroor ; 
and passing Ahmednuggur on the 12th, descended the Neembadeorah Ghat (Map v.) 
on the following day. He continued his march by Nandoor and Teetroney 
to Rakisboan, where he encamped on the 18th and 19th, to gain further in- 
telligence of the enemy, who, after having made damnstrations on Bheer to 
distract attention, suddenly fled on the 15th, by Gumsangy and Goouj, to 
Keir. As Bajee -Rao had now apparently abandoned Poonah, the Brigadier- 
general directed Lieutenant-colonel Deacon to conduct his detachment to 
Ahmednuggur, which movement commenced on the 20th, and was eftected 
in four marches. 

♦ The situation of the Head-quarters of the Army, at Fooltamba, appeared 
to Sir Thomas Hislop favourable for executing the orders of Lord Hastings, 
which had been received on the 13th of February. These directed that, vision, 
whenever the proper occasion should ofier, the conduct of affairs in the 
Deckan should return to the Authorities in whom they had been , vested 
previously to his Excellency’s arrival. Also, that the divisions of Brigadier- 
generals Doveton and Smith should be reinforced by every corps and piece 
of ordnance,* not necessary for his own escort in returning to the territories 
of Fort Saint George. As a first measure, for this purpose, the 4th and 


* Hurreschund, Chawkund, Jeodhur, Hurrussur, Koongoorghur, Narrodee, Narreinghur, and 

^wsiirrce. .t * i . . 
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8th, regitnents of cavalry were ordered to ‘march on the iiight of ''tfae^'^th^X; 
to overtake Brigadier-general Smith by the route of^Ahm^fflSi^^ri^ Af 7 
-the same time, the squadrons of those corps which had been detacK&^'h^der. 
Colonel Deacon’s command, since the’ formation of h%corps toffoWmb^, ' 
were directed there to join them. On the arrival of the Second Djiv^iDn 
at Fooltamba, on the 17th, it encamped on the left bank of the river-oppo- 
site the First Division on the right bank; and was joined nfext day by ^ 
detachment of horse-artillery, the 6th cavalry, foot-artiliery, park apd , 
stores, flank companies of the Royal Scots, detachment of the 'Madras 
European regiment, the Pajamcottah and Trichinopoly corps of lig]^t-in- ' 
fantry, the Mysore horse, and first battalion of pioneers. At the same 
time was formed the subsidiary force for Nagpoor. Of this, some of the 
corps were already there, and the remainder were to be supplied from the 
force placed under Brigadier-general Doveton. Its amount was fixed at 
one regiment of cavalry, half a troop of tiprse-artillery, two companies of 
foot-artillery, one company of pioneers, and five battalions of Native in- 
fantry ; and the future movements of the Hydrabad Division were expected 
to be favourable to the progress and junction of the remaining corps and 
details. The direction of Bajee Rao's flight to the eastward, rendered the 
movement of the above force by Jalnah advisable. Accordingly it marched 
under Brigadier-general Doveton’s personal command towards that quarter, 
on the night of the 18th, leaving the remainder of the division,- under Lieu- 
tenant-colonel M'Dowell, to follow with as much expedition as possible. 
Owing, however, to the unsatisfactory accounts of the position and de- 
signs of the enemy, as well as to subsequent variations in the, orders 
under which Brigadier-general Doveton marched, he halted at Aurungab'hd 
from the 20th to the 23d of March, and did not arrive at Jalnah till the 
25th ; from hence the details for Nagpoor were put in motion under the 
command of Major Goreham. They consisted of a half trodp’ of horse- 
artillery, a detail of foot-artillery, with two five-and-a-half-iijcK howitzers 
and four six-pounders, the 1st bfittalion of the 11th regimeni of Native in- 
fantry, and the dep6t corps. The Brigadier-general was mfet at |4lnah ty.- 
, Brigadier-general Smith, whose division encamped at fogrteeft* 

miles south-east of Jalnah, and who arrived for the purpose of ji^^ertin^ 
combined operation of both forces, suited to the preseiit‘st%ti”6f the cara- 
mon service on which they were engaged. After haltingHn '19th at 
(Mapv.) RakisbOan, he bad marched,^ in the first itistance> in an eaiBtei‘|l^'!^ii*ctioD, 



AND EXPULSION X)F. the PfelSHWAH. 261' 

by Kirkee and Ashta,' to.Peeplegaum, wh«re he enc^ped on the 23d and 
24 th. WhUe Bajee haying passed through Pandra Nandagaum, at ' 
the junction of the Doddna aAd Poornah, proceeded in the direction of 
Bas.sim, his army being divided into several bodies. The Brigadier-general 
now .suspended his pursuit, and countermarched by Purtoor, where he 
arrived on the 27th. ' • ' ' , 

The First Divkipn having been reduced, by the transfers to the Second Teimination of 
and Fourth Divisions, which have been described, to a mere escort for the Histe^rcom- 
Head-quarters, consisting of the rocket troop, squadron of dragoons, and S' on!:: 
rifles. Sir Thomas Hislop left the Godavery on the 20th, and repaired by 
Lassoor, Elloora (or Errolla), and Dowlatabad, to Aurungabad, where he 
arrived on the 2Cth. From hence his Excellency issued, on the 31st of 
March, his final orders as Commander in Chief of “ The Army of the 
Dcckan and directed the discontinuance of that designation; The corps, 
commanded by Brigadier-generals Doveton and Smith, were ordered to 
revert to tlicir former footing, previous to his Excelleficy s assumption of 
the chief command; and Brigadier-generals Muriro and Pritzler were 
ilirectcd to maintain their existing relations to each other, and to Brigadier- 
;40iieral Smith. Though Sir Thomas Hislop still reserved to himself the 
right of resuhiing his powers in the Deckan, during his further progress, • 
should the emergency of the public affairs require that measure, he was 
probably convinced that the occurrence of that necessity was very impro- 
bable. During the period while his Excellency exercised the extensive 
coutroul delegated to him by the Supreme Government,, such uniform 
success had attended his measures, as to “extinguish the necessity” of 
those powers, by the “ completion of the object;” for there was now the 
prospect of “a cessation of all Military operations in the Deckan, ex- 
cepting those against the Pei^wah, which must necessarily he conducted 
ill concert with the arrangements to be prosecuted by Mr. Elphinstone^ for 
the introduction of the authority of the British Government into the Poonah 
teiritories.”* The operations, under Sir Thomas Hislop’s personarcom- 
t'land, commeneed wi^ the expulsion of the Pindarries, and terminated 
With the expulsion of the^ Peisbwah, which produced a revolution in the . 

Empire important since its establishment. His Excel- 


• Jitter the 2d pi February, 1S18. 
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lency was not unmindful of the able assistance he had derived from the 
officers commanding divisions of his army, in the execution of the duties 
pointed out to him by the Governor-general, and evinced his high opinion 
of their services in the most public manner. He had the gratification oi 
finding that applause confirmed by the Supreme Civil and Militpy Au- 
thority in India, while it pronounced the merits of the Lieutenant-general 
himself so well established by the events of the war, that the offer” of 
“ praise might seem superfluous.” * 


* General Order by the Governor-general and Coinniander in tdiief in India, dated I’ebni. rv 

;i 1st and ?2d, 1818. 



CHAPTER V. 


liSTABLISHMENT OF HOLKUR’S AUTHORITY IN WESTERN MALWAH, 

and expulsion of the peishwah from the DECKAN. 

Sir.lolin Malcolm^ Movement fmn Jnwnd to Oojein. Detachments from the Goozeral 
[ I'lm'c at Indoor, in Search of Pindar ries. Junction of Colonel Uuskissorfs Detach- 
mciit, (Did Tteturn to Baroda. Dispatch of the captured Ordnance and Field Hospital 
f)vin Mehidpoor, Lawless Tribes in Western Mahvah. Reduction of the Soandees. 
Kipidsion ofCheettoo from the right Bank of the Nerbuddah, Return of the Russell 
[hi (rude to the Deckan. Hostile Design of the Nagpoor Rajah defeated by the Seizure 
of his Person. March of Colonel Adamses Force to Ilingenghat, and of Colonel Scot's 
to ('handa. Combined Arrangements of the Hydrabad and Poonah Divisions for the 
Aflnvk of Bajee Rao's Army. Brigadier-general Doveton's March from Jalnah to 
Panderkaorah. Brigadier-general Smith's Progress down, the Godavery. Dispersion 
of Puijee Rao's Army by Colonel Adams's Attack at Sconce. Result of this Action. 
Pumnt of Bajee Rao's Army by Brigadier-general Dovetotfs Force. Pursuit taken 
up by Brigadier-general Smith. Return of the Hydrabad Division to Jalnah. Re- 
liini of the Poonah Division to Serroor. Reflections on the Peishwah' s Conduct, His 
Mditmy Stratagems. Reflections on the Marches of Armies, Comparison of those in 
Europe with those in India, Bad Roads, and consequent heavy Gun Carriages, the 
hnpedinieuts to the Movements of Indian Armies. 

The Narrative of operations in the Deckan having arrived at a period 
when it may be conveniently suspended, the present Chapter will commence 
with the description of those events which occurred north of the Nerbuddah, 
immediately after the departure of the Head-quarters of the Grand Army, 
•tad of the Army of the Deckan, from Malwah. The Governor-general, on 
las excursion through the province of Oude, was still within easy commu- 
nication wth Sir John Malcolm, to whom, as his Lordship's Political Agent, 
ilie immediate conduct of affairs in the late theatre of operations was en- 
tfusted ; and with this charge, the command of all the Madras troops north 
ni the Taptee. 
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*' . ■ ' ■■ ■ ■ 
Si, John Mni- The j^osence pf the Brigadier,^g^S^.oix the*coi^ea «f j 

mlmfronr' .ti^ucd to be ipdispensaWe forsom^ AtegWs after 

Jawudio liislop; and the'efficacy of his Weasurp^. e«ins^d,by,|^ |»*fea|ierof 

oojp,. . Bljao on the^d^ bf ;Fpb^u?ry, and bf Kuffee^_^IChan, the 

Pindarry cJ|j.ief, on the followng'day;. : The sucppss of p|en^d|S?. inihtary 
. operation# had been so complete, that n,o farther seryk© in that ^quartet 
remained to be performed. . Yet, for .harmonizing the^Varkus elements of 
discord, the pacification of turbulent and^disappoiiited individuals, andtlie 
silent direction, into peaceful ways, of habits long marked by violence and 
injustice, there was abundant occasion for the influ^ifte of character— that ■ 
power felt in every state of society, but especially in that partj^lar stage 
of civilization ■vybich exists in most parts of India, Happily the proper 
remedy was,at hand, and was sought with, confidence. It becomes therefore 
necessary to pass thus cursorily over a state of things, which contributes 
nothing, immediately, to military history, till the march of Sir . John Mai- 
colnfs division towards Mehidpoor. This movement commenced on the 
23(Lof February, while with a light detachment Sir John proceeded trora 
(Map IV.) Jawud to the Court of Holkur, to settle his final arrangements for the 
qum-ter he was leaving. He oyertook t^e division at Mehidpoor on tk 
ist, and accompanied it to pojein, where he arrived on the 8th of xMarch, 
and met Sir WiUiam Grant Keir, who ha# advanced his force to that point 
on the 4th, for the purpose of this intervkw. , . ■ 

Detachments This uoticc of Sir John Malcolm’s movement to the southward being 
premised, the Narrative may be pursued, without interrqp^op, respecting 
the operations of the Goozerat force, after the departiire of Sir 1 homas 
pindarries. jiigiop, vyhen, it Jiyill be recoUected, ftiat Sir William was re- 

quired tp direct his attention to the country about Indpot- Arriving there 

on the $2d ef February, he found the influeqce' of Bam D^h’s agents, m 
that quarter, fully equal to what had bee^xeported, attd |bay hey were, 
moreover, actively Supported by .,§cindiah’s . ofiicers^^^t; «nd.^^ne^^^ 
Troops which had been dispersed to a i^staAce, '^d^ny 
nearer, though with a caution ,^at ®fdl rend^|d 
nations difficult, as well as dilatory. 

heard of, a detachment was sent to dispeiJSe Lkutsffiffiftk|kne‘ * 
ton.,, marched with one party towards B»t!tiawur, 
ahqtter party, under Lieutenant-c.olohel Stanhope, 

' of R^oogur, to beat up the Pindarrles, who bad afte^ ^ 
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comfiture at Kunnoad. At Baglee, about thirty miles east of Indoor, on 
the 28th, the last-mentioned officer met a detachment under Captain Ro- 
berts from Colonel Adams’s division, which had followed Cheettoo since 
the 13tli (p. 220), and was engaged in endeavouring to prevail on the local 
Authorities to deliver up the Pindarry Chief, concealed in imjpifervious jun- 
i olcs Not anticipating any success from negotiation, the Lieutenant-colonel 
moved the same day to Erwas, where Kooshall Sing, the Thakoor (head 
man) of the town and district, was supposed to have perfect information of 
the enemy's haunts. In consequence of intelligence obtained by these 
movements, parties %ere detached to the several avenues by which the 
enemy could escape ; Lieutenant-colonel Stanhope returning himself to 
Baglee, whither a further reinforcement, with provisions, was dispatched to 
hiin by Sir William Grant Keir. No immediate effect having attended this 
mr.uigcmcnt, the Lieutenant-colonel changed his ground, and was, on the 
Sth of March, at Seymlce ; while Captain Roberts’s detachment returned 
towards Bhopal by Shujawulpoor and Ashta. Lieutenant-colonel Stan- 
hope received a report, during the night, that a body of Pindarries, under 
(’liecttoo, were assembled at Jee, distant thirty miles, and situate south- 
WLst from Indoor. The enemy, hearing of his approach, fled to Hursidla, 
whither they were pursued without intermission ; and notwithstanding the 
length of the previous march, the Colonel, with some dragoons, succeeded 
ill coming up with them, and two hundred are represented to have been 
cut up, without any loss on the part of the pursuers. 

'During this period. Sir William Grant Keir was joined at Oojein by 
his ilajcsty's 67 th foot, and a detachment of Bengal infantry and irregular 
horse, which marched in the middle of February, under Colonel Iluskisson’s Retupo’ 
‘ommand, from the Reserve in Rajahpootana. The route of this corps was 
)y Tonk, Boondee, and Kotah ; the Mokunda pass, Sone 1, and Augur. It 
■vas conducted, without inten'uption, through countries either friendly or 
u'-ed into passiveness. The C7th regiment, having been transferred to the 
Bombay establishment, had been ordered to join Sir William Grant Keir, 
ior the purpose of proceeding to its destination under his command. Tht 
Major-general having alto received the Governor-general s instructions, to 
return into Goozerat with his division, except such part as the Political 
Agent should deem necessary in addition to the Madras troops in Malwah, 
he marched, on the 12th, towards Debalpoor, to collect his detachments, 
and make his final arrangements. He was here rejoined by Lieutenant- 

2 M 
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colonel Stanhope ; and having ascertained the resources of the route by 
Chottei-Oodeipoor, he commenced his march on the 16th by that poibt 
Baroda, leaving at Nolye the Native brigade, the Guickwar contingent, and 
the battering-train, at Brigadier-general Malcolm’s orders. The division 
encamped, on the 20th, at Tanda, and, on the 22d, at Kookshee. On the 
second march from thence, the road became difficult and confined by 
gle, and continued so, with occasional variation, till the arrival of the di^ 
vision, on the 29th, at Oodeipoor. From hence the country became gra- 
dually more open and cultivated daring its further approach to the sea 
coast; and the division completed its march on the’^^th of April, havinc/ 

, passed by the route of Bauderpoor, Dubbooree, and Ruttunpoof. From 
■Map no Baroda the Bengal troops vvere directed to return to Malwah; the 17tli 
dragoons and half the flank battalion were, sent to Kaira, and his Majesty's 
67th foot to Bombay; to which place Sir William likewise removed his 
head-quartersj 

i>!«pakh ofthe The force remaining under Sir John Malcolm’s command, on the de- 

rapiuft'd Orel- ^ 

n^Hce and Field parturc of the Goozcrat Division, consisted of a detachment of Madras 

Hospital from 

Mchidpoor. horse-artillery, one regiment of Madras Native cavalry, a half company of 
(Mapiv.) Bombay European fooHirtillery, and seven battalions of Native infantry; 
of which three belonged to the Madras establishment, two were the Russell 
brigade, and two belonged to the establishment of Bombay. Independent 
of these was the detachment left by Major-general Brown (p. 210), at Ram- 
poora. It was, therefore, found practicable to dispense with the Russell 
brigade, whose return to their head-quarters, near Hydrabad* was now 
deemed advisable. Their conduct had been very crediti^bl^ throughout 
the campaign ; and the march of the 1st battalion was considered a favour- 
able opportunity for the dispatch of the Mehidpoor captured guns towards 
the Carnatic. This battalion was ordered to march on the 18th, by the 
Oonchode pass, to Hindia ; and from thence, by Charwah and Boorhaun- 
poor, in prosecution of its further progress, which will be hereafter noticed. 
The remaining battalion, , and flank companies of the First, continued 
some time longer, under Captain Hare, in Malwah. The next movement 
was the march of the sick, wounded, and convalescent, from the Mehidpoor 
hospital. This commenced, on the 25th, under the conduc| of Captain 
Grreen, and tfie escort of a company of the 2d battalion of the 6th regiment, 
ivith one hundred Mysore horse. The party was dir 6 cte 4 to follow tte , 
i^ame route as the captured guns, which, owing to the imperfect state of ^ 



the carriages, ' it woiild :'^rofcably oVertekeilf These;' arrangemits being 
completed, Sir-JoTiti ^^Icolm fdunid himself di^ngag^ for other consider- 
ations, and the whole; of his force applicable to the accoihplishraent of his 
views. He had, for the exercise of his talents, a wide field j to understand 
which, it wiU be necessary to advert to the state of Western Malwah, from 
a period anterior even to the power of the Pindarries. 

When tlie Mahrattas carried their arms into that part of the country, LiwicssTr.bf. 
the inhabitants who did not submit, fled to the hills, and became .there a M^wah.™ 
people of robbers, who transmitted to their posterity lawles^habits, as an (““p 
hereditary possession. The chief of these were the Soandees, who gave 
the name of Soandwarrah to a tract of cotihtry, lying between the Chum- 
bul and Gala Sind rivers. There, owing to numerous fastnesses, and the 
difficulties of the country, they had succeeded in rnaintaining a state of dia= 
tiirbance during more than half a century. The Bheels, who" occupy the 
hills forming the confines of Goozerat, the Deckan, and Malwah, and are 
by some considered to be the Aborigines of the country*, seldom vepture 
into the plains ; while the Soandees arc so habituated to those incursions, 
as to maintain a force of two thousand horse. Between the southern hills 
of Malwah and the Nerbuddah,' Cheettoo, and his Pindarries, still lay 
concealed in jungles impenetrable to a regular force, enduring the severest 
[irivations, in the hope that attention towards them would relax, and that 
then all the hidden partizans, who had mixed with the general population 
for safety, would again declare themselves, and join his durrah. Several 
Powers might be supposed desirous of the reduction of the Soandees to a ^ 

; state of innoxiousness, but most of all, the Rajah of Kotah, who owned 
several valuable districts in the infested tract. Holkur and- Scindia were 
I likewise proprietors, but the latter in a degree comparatively small. 

The Bombay brigade, with six hundred irregular horse, were allotted thV'Sdm 
, to the attack frdm the side of the Chumbul, should the Soandees, on this 
demonstration, exhibit any hesitation to submit ; and the 2d battalioi^ of 
the 6th regiment of the Madras Native ififan try, with some battering-guns, 
j was directed to attend to the cehtral part^ by a movement from Mehid- 
j poor. In co-op^jfaition with this corps, was a contingent under a Chief, 

i '' ' ' , • ' . ' ■ 

i , The Orauiet it HiotheT general name by which .the plundering tribes of Malw^ are 
! “enoininated. ■ - ■ ' 



268 


ESTABLISHMENT OF HOLKUR'S AUTHORITY, 


Expulsion of 
Clieettoo from 
the right Ban's 
of the Ner- 
buddah. 


neimed Mirab Khan, supplied by the .Rajah of Kotah. This w-asv the only 
efficient aid brought forth ; for though Holkur’s Government was materially 
interested in these operations, it was not in circumstances to come forward, 
actively. Against such enemies, the detail of military operations cannot 
afford much interest or instruction ; and they were marked by no event of 
importance, excepting the storm of Nuralla by the Kotah troops. The 
walls of this petty fortress were very contemptible; but the assailants had 
guns as. contemptible, to bring against it. The utmost effect they could 
produce, was a breach scarcely practicable. Under the apprehension of 
the garrison escaping during the night, while the arrangements for the at- 
tack were incomplete, Mirab Khan ordered the assault, in the afternoon, 
under serious disadvantages. The breach was defended, with perseverance, 
during two hours ; and the gallantry of the assailants put to its extreme 
test ; but it stood the trial, and prevailed, with a loss of two hundred men, 
including several officers. The garrison were killed to a man ; and in this 
country no further example was necessary. To have destroyed all the 
lawless men in arms by hostile measures, would have been a work of nearly 
general extirpation, which was no part either of Sir John’s plan, or of his 
instructions. The object of both was, as far as practicable, to reclaim; 
and where those turbulent inhabitants prav^d themselves to be incorrigible, 
to pursue them with vigour, and to excite a general hostility against them. 
These measures succeeded in a shorter period than could have been ex- 
pected, and were hastened by a judicious consideration of those circum- 
stances of anarchy, under which so deplorable a state of thmga had arisen, 
and had been fostered. With the Chief 8f Lalghur, a prineij^t leader, an 
amicable arrangement was effected, through the intervention of Holkur 
and Zalim Sing. Many horsemen delivered up their steeds oti the terms 
held/orth ; and in the space of six weeks, thirteen petty fortresses had sur- 
rendered, of which five were razed to the ground. ^ ‘ 

This desirable success was attributable, in some degree, the circum- 
stance of the Soandees having a local attachment, which was iibt the case 
with the Pindarries, These, however, as has been seep, vvete tired of 
their hardships. Katidir Bukhsh, the principal leader of Sha- , 

hee, embraced the example furnished to him by Kurreetn ^ 

with him sent off to Goruckpoor to reside on a pension, far t^oveiJ 
their former scenes of rapine and disorder. Even CheettPo, ftftbr his l&st 
discomfiture by Lieutenant-colonel Stanhope’s detachment^ pfejefred the 
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line of submissioB; in iinitation of others. He repaired to Bhopal, to sur- 
render himself ou terras }• but finding these unequal to his expectations, or 
changing his mind as to the happiness of a peaceful life, he suddenly de- 
camped, to rejoin his associates in scenes of greater interest and adventure-. 
Sir John Malcolm, by the forwardness of his arrangements in other quar- 
ters, was enabled to direct his immediate attention to crush, by the same 
measures he adopted towards the Soandees, the remains of the Pindarries, 
between the Malwah Ghats and the Nerbuddah. On the 1st of April, he 
directed his march towards Baglee, with three battalions of Native infantry, 
a regiment of cavalry, and two thousand irregular horse. Colonel R. Scott,' 
with a respectable detachment, was posted at Indoor, from whence he was 
directed to push forward parties into the jungle, in co-operation with those 
detached from the Brigadier-general's head-quarters. The detail of those 
operations affords no important incident ; and the reader is probably satis- 
fied with past descriptions of marches and countermarches against those free- 
booters, which will have ceased to convey either amusement or instruction. 
It will be sufficient to state, that their result was the submission of another 


chief, named Rajum, and the flight of Cheettoo across the river, with an 
inconsiderable number of followers, containing no person of importance. 
Connected with the accomplishment of this object, was a partial arrange- 
ment with the Bheels of Southern Malwah, which suspended their hostility 
against the convoys and followers of the British detachments, and with- 
drew their support from the Pindarries, some of whom they even delivered 
up. This might be sufficient to account for the flight of Cheettoo south of 
the Nerbuddah, where he had been supposed to have fewer partizans, and 
; less means of concealment, than previously existed on the northern bank. 
But he had another inducement, which was the approach of Bajee Rao, in 
the latter part of April, towards Asseerghur ; and, near his army, Cheettoo 
expected to find, at least, a temporary relief from his pressing troubles. 

^ This event will render necessary a return to the operations of those 
I divi.sions, whose active exertions had produced it. Yet, previously to sus- 
pending an account of the affairs in Malwah, it must be noticed, that, 

! on the 20th, the head-quarters of the Russell brigade marched for Hindia, 

I Accompanied by six hundred irregular horse, forming part of Holkur’s con- 
I hngent. The escort, with the captured guns, and the sick details, were 
offiered to halt at that place till the arrival of the reinforcement. The com- 
ineU detachments were subseqnently instructed, for their further security. 
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' ■ . • ■ . , ' 
to contifilie their march towards Boorhaunpoor, with no greater ^eparatj^on 

than might be prescribed by the scarcity of water at that dry season of ti| 

year. " ■ . . ” ' 

The Peishwah’s flight towards Bassim has been related ; the particulars 
of his further movements, while the Hydrabad and Poonah divisions remained 
near Jaulnah, being little known. The direction of his march, however, to- 
wards the Nagpoor frontier, tended to corroborate suspicions, wl^ich had 
been for some time past entertained, respecting the sincerity of the Rajah’s 
conduct towards the British Authorities. The operations connected with 
the reduction of the territories ceded by Appah Sahib, on the Nefbuddah, 
will be related hereafter ; but it is necessary here to mention, that there 
was, on the part of the Rajah’s Authorities, such a general spirit of opposition’ 
to the accomplishment of this part of the treaty, as could only be imagined 
to proceed from secret instructions. Extraordinary preparations Were like- 
wise in progress at Chanda ; and many circumstances concurred to induce 
the supposition, that these measures of hostility were likely to extend to 
the heart of the Nagpoor possessions. Whatever doubts might have been 
entertained, notwithstanding a mass of suspicious appearances, they were 
brought to a period, by the Resident’s receiving from Mr. Elphinstone an 
intercepted letter, addressed by the Rajafe to the Peishwah, inviting him to 
repair to Chanda, and promising to meet him there with all the troops he 
could muster. This discovery demanded instant measures for the counter- 
action of such a plan ; and the decisive resolution was adopted, of seizing 
Appah Sahib’s person. The usual British force in the city t^j^bSpoor was, 
one battalion of Madras Native infantry ;*aud on the morning^^Ahe 15th of 
March, two additional companies of Bengal Native infantry, commanded by 
Captain Browne, of the 22d regiment, were sent to the Rajah’s palace. 
These were accompanied by "a Gentleman from the Residency, charged with 
the duty of persuading the Rajah to surrender without opposition. This 
mission having failed. Captain Browne proceeded, agreeably to his instruc- 
tions, to enter the palace, and, penetrating into the inner apartments, seized 
his person. He was immediately conveyed to the Residency-lines, where 
he remained a close prisoner for a few days ; and was afterwards^sent 
with his ministers, Raro^hunder Bang and Narrain P‘und,it,'on th%^^ 
Allahabad, escorted byg one squadron of cavalry,, and , four comiStwc® 
Bengal Native infantry. 
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This state of affairs induced the Resident to call for the advance of March «fcoio- 
Colonel Adams’s force from Hoossinpbad, where it had arrived iii the be- lorcf'^rVim- 
rnnning of March, after its field service beyond the Nerbuddah was com- Srmd’ s!ot\ 
pleted. The Colonel, accordingly, commenced his movement towards the ^ 

capital, on the 23d^ with^he 5th cavalry and two* battalions of Native 
infantry, followed by the 1st battalion of the 23d regiment, escorting the 
ordnance train. As his approach strengthened the posture of the British 
interests there, advantage was taken of this effect, to detach towards 
Chanda, on the 29th, a small force under Lieutenant-colonel Scot, con- (Mapv3 
sisting of the 6th Bengal Native cavalry and or^e squadron of the 8th, a 
msiilah of auxiliary horse, the 1st battalion of the Isf regiment Madras Native 
infantry, and the six flank companies of the remaining corps, with three 
horse-artillery guns. The object of this measure was to disappoint Bajee 
Kao’s supposed design of entering Chanda, where active preparations were 
on foot for both offensive and defensive operations. The spirit of the 
garrison was evinced on the 2d of April, by opening their guns as the ^ 

British detachment approached to take up its ground ; and a skirmish en- 
sued, on the following day, in the plain. The garrison were represented 
to be in readiness to take the field, on Bajee Rao’s approach; and to have 
from twenty to thirty field guns, with their cattle and every equipment 
complete. Lieutenant-colonel Scot made liis dispositions to prevent the 
eventual entry of the enemy : yet, owing to the extent of the place, it 
is probable his force would have been found insufficient ; and the principal 
use of this position was, the distraction it was calculated to produce in 
Bajee Rao's designs. In the me^^n while Colonel Adams having arrived 
at Nagpoor, on the 5th of April, halted on the following day, and on the 
7th continued his march to Hingunghat, where he arrived on the 9th. He 
' immediately directed Lieutenant-colonel. Scot's detachment to join him, 

; and requested Brigadier-general Doveton to order the march of the Nag- 
I poor details, under Major Goreham, towards Hingunghat, to be disposed 
i of from thence as the public service should require. 

( In the mean while Brigadier-generals Doveton and Smith had concerted 
I their plans for further options against Bajee Rao, who, during several the 
' at the end of^Mar^pid the beginning of April, lay with his camp at 

lUo’s army. 


* The, batIftlioD and 1st battalion of the 10th regiment. 
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Ydelabad and Wun on the Wurdah. His army was represented to be 
again considerable in numerical strength, as his scattered parties had 
joined ; and he was accompanied by Gunput Rao, with his followers, froni 
the Nagpoor territory. His horse were allowed to amount to> at least, 
twenty thousand ; of which one half were of a description superior to the 
rest ; but of infantry and guns he had few, except what supplied certain 
guards ; the majority, unable to accompany his rapid movements, having 
been sent off, in the middle of March, to Sholapoor, from the Godavery. 
The cattle of Brigadier-general Smith’s division were almost exhausted, 
on their arrival near Jaulnah, where a halt became necessary, for their re- 
establishment, But there were other arrangements to be made of equal 
importance. The sick, which had latterly accumulated with the increasing 
heat of the weather, were to be placed in the hospital ; a fresh supply of 
cash was necessary ; and a re-organization of the provision department, for 
a line of distant operations, perpendicular to the line of supply, demanded 
peculiar attention. There were two suppositions in regard to Bajce Kaos 
probable movements ; one, that finding no support at Nagpoor, he would 
re-cross the Godavery; and the other, that he would fly into Malwali, 
across the Nerbuddah. With this view the Brigadier-generals agreed that 
the Hydrabad Division should approach the Upper Wurdah, through the , 
Berar Valley, to prevent the first probable measure ; and that the Poonah 
Division should hold a course nearly parallel, to the right, to counteract the 
second. In order to bring forward as many 'cavalry as possible, the 2(1 
and 7th Madras regiments were, transferred from the Poonah to the Hydra- 
bad Division ; and the 4th and 8th regiments were ordered to join 
Brigadier-general Smith, from Ahrnednuggur. 

With this reinforcement Brigadier-general Doveton marched, on thu 
:31st of March, from Jaulnah ; his light force now consisting of tlje horse 
artillery, the 2d, 6th, and 7th regiments of Madras Native cavalry, with a 
galloper battery of six guns, three companies of his Majesty’s Royal Scots, 
the flank companies of the Madras European regiment, and the 3d, 12th, 
and 16th light infantry corps. He encamped, on the 1st of April, at^ 
Palliskeir, and at Maiker on the 6th. On the 8th, from the camp, on the 
Adoal nullah, instructions were sent to Major Gorehanj’s detaclinient of, 
corps and* details to prosecute its march direct on Nagpopr^ for hithert(| 
its movements had been regulated by the advance of Bdg^djer-genera 
Doveton’s head-quarters. These orders, on the folloMring day, were coun- 
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termanded, in bonse(}uence> of. a dispatch froin the Resident at i*iagpoor ; 
and the Major, was directed to proceed towards Colonel Adams’s force, by 
the route of Nachingaum aqd Tukul Ghat. The march of the Hydrabad 
Division was continued without a hsdt, by Seiloo and Karinjah, and without 
further Incident thah the occasioQal reports of the movements of Bajee 
Rao’s army, which heye^h^ess avoided quitting the jungles and difficult 
country on the right bank of the Wurdah. There are few tracts of the 
Deckanj which have been less explored than that in question, which con- 
tains thfe termination of the Berar range of hills. This, after holding a 
directioh from west to east, turns suddenly to the southward on arriving 
at the Wurdah, and interposes itself between that river and tlie Pein 
Gunga, till at length they join at its termination. The several ramifica- 
tions of this range covered with jungle, render this corner extremely 
(litlicult of access ; on which account it was probably selected: by Bajee 
i Kao, as a temporary place of security ; for he was now situated little 
better than a chief of Pinclarries. Brigadier-general Doveton. finding that 
; lio persevered in. maintaining this position, altered the direction of his 
i route at Karinjah, on the 12th, and in two marches arrived at Doodgaum. 

From hence the march was continued by Pohoor to Panderkaorah, where, 

I on the 17 til and 18th, every preparation was completed for sudden and 
j c^pe(lilious movement. Extra ammunition was served out, and the Na- 
: tivps were directed to hold,, prepared two ready-dressed meals. During 
I thev latter part of the march an intimate communication had been main- 
tained with Colonel Adams ; and repeated dispatches had been sent to 
Krigadicr-generhl Smith, with the view of keeping him informed of the 
position ot the enemy, and the progress of the combination against them. 

The Poonah Division marched, on the 2d of April, from Karlah, towards Brigadur-ge- ‘ 
the Godavery, in order to favour the junction of Major Eushington’s ca- p?,^re«''down 
'^alry brigade from Niiggur. It arrived at Nandeir on the 15th, by Pur- 
toor, Peepulgaum, and Pinglee, having halted occasionally for the same 
purpose. Major Lushington’s brigade, on the 1st of April, left Ahnied- 
I'uggur; and, with considerable difficulty, descended the Satmulla Ghat 
into the Valley of theyGodavery, The brigade crossed that river at Moongy- 
jutun, and, on the 9th, endeavoured to overtake Brigadier-general Smith 
Seiloo ; but finding him still in advance, it was unable to come up with 
till the following day, when it joined at Perbonie, and accompanied 

2 N 
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him to Nfilndeir. On the 16th and 17th the march of the division" was 
tinned to Modul, where it halted for further events and intelligetice. ’ 
Lieutenant-colonel Scot marched his detachment from Chanda oh 
12th, and arrived at Hingunghat on the 14th, in putsuance of the or Jers 
h®' had received. At the same time Colonel Adams was in possession of 
undoubted information regarding the position of, the enemy ; his arrange, 
ments for acquiring intelligence having at length taken complete effect 
after being for some days distracted by reports of Bajee Rao’s intended 
movement towards Hindoostan. During the latter period, this Chief hy 
been in constant motion between the Koonee river and the Wurdah, in 
consequence of the accounts which he continued to receive of the approach 
of his enemies. According to their tenor, he directed his marches and 
counter-marches, encamping sometimes in a collected, and at others in a 
divided state. On the 13tli he appears first to have received decided infor- 
mation of Colonel Adams’s position ; on which he left Anjee-Andoora on the 
Wurdah, and proceeded by easy marches to Seonee. There, on the* 16th, 
he was informed of Brigadier-general Doveton’s approach, to Panderkaorah. 
On the previous day. Colonel Adams marched from Hingunghat to Allunda, 
and awaited there the arrival of his spies, who brought him infortnation of 
the enemy being at Seonee. The march w’as recommenced at nine p. m., 
and continued during the night, till it reached Peepul-Kote before day-light 
on the following morning; when the Colonel halted a short time to refresh 
the troops, and to bring to the front the cavalry and horse-artillery, which 
had been in the rear during the night. The march had been scarcely con- 
tinued five miles in the direction of Seonee, when the advance of both 
parties met within one hundred and fifty yards of each other ; for the ene- 
my were now Hying from Brigadier-general Doveton. These were pur- 
sued back to their main body preparing for the march ; and a division of 
them formed with the apparent design of resistance. '‘Colonel Adams, 
brought forward the 5th cavalry, with the three horse-artillery gutis, which 
opened with grape and shrapnell^'^ at the distance of a few hundred y^'ds, 
and caused the enemy to break in some confusion ; while the remaining 
regiment of cavalry was directed to make a detour the left, and to ab 
tack the enemy in flank. The movements of the offider whora this 
sential measure was intrusted, are represented as haying failed in second- 
ing the Colonel’s generous ardour at the head of the 6th regiment ; which, j 
with the horse-artillery, recommenced the attack, as ofteu'its the enemy 
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re-assenabled, and obliged them to retire frora.Qne position to another several 
times. At. length they finally gave way, as well as the rest of Bajee 
Rao’s army ^ whigl^ with the numerous followers, had fled on the first on- 
set in every direction, leaving five brass six-pounders, their elephants, 
camels, and treasure, in possession of the victors. 

Great praise has been given, to the horse-artillery for their service on Results of tins 
this occasion; and frorn a comparison of several accounts of this affair, 
whatever loss was sustained by the enemy is chiefly attributable to their 
fire. The nature of the country was certahily unfavourable for the charge 
of cavalry ; yet the guns, by admirable exertion, were advanced, and the 
cavalry may be said to have only covered them. Some skirmishing took 
place on the flanks ; but the horses were too much fatigued to continue the 
pursuit after having cleared the Valley of Sconce ; for they liad already 
marched from Alunda thirty-one miles of road distance. It is probable 
that the loss of the enemy, on this occasion, was not very considerable ; 
and this is unworthy of much regret, for the object was attained, of dis- 
persing Bajee Rao’s army and giving opportunity of returning to their 
homes, to those who were tired of following his fortunes. His personal 
guards accompanied his flight at the beginning of the action ; but the great 
body of his horse, as at Ashtee, opposed themselves to the progress of his 
pursuers, and gave him time for escape. Subsequent accounts represented 
him as having fled, on the first day, about thirty miles, to Meinly, in a 
westerly direction, followed by such troops as still resolved to accompany 
him. Among this number was Gunput Rao, but not his force ; for they 
returned in small parties to the Nagpoor country, greatly disgusted with 
the hardships they had lately suffered. Ram Dcen, with the wreck of his 
party, fled by the direct road towards Boorhaunpoor ; while Bajee Rao, 
still keeping a westerly coursje, passed Malioor on the third day, and 
Ooraerkeir qn the fourth (the 20th of April.) 

Brigadier-general Doveton marched, bn the 19th, to Boree, with a view PursurtofSaite 
“f gaining the road by which Bajee Rao was flying. He there divided his die?.g/ncraf^ 
force into two parts ; one of which, consisting of the horse-artillery, cavalry {^rce.™* 
I^rigade, galloper battery, and the 3d and 12th light infantry corps, lightly (Mapv.) 
Equipped for rapid movement, he reserved under liis personal command. 

le remainder of thq division, under the orders of lAeutenant-colonel Fra- 
®or, was directed ta.bij^g pn all the hea,yy, baggage, while the light force 
' maintain the pubsuit., . This force was subdivided by the detachment 
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under Captain Grant, consisting of 'remforce^fey a bri- 

gade of gallopers, two squadrons ofWaJff/^nd two compawes.pf lijfe 
infantry, which were directed to keep a more sputherly route .^‘l>oo«l|| 
Garee, Moorchund, and Betgaum ; and to form a parallel cdlumn op the 
left of the Brigadier-general’s march. On the 20th, after a march of.twenty. 
nine miles, his head-quarters were at Tar-Saollee; on the,21st, atDyegaum, 
a march of twenty-six miles; on the 22d, at Daunkey, where Captain 
Grant’s detachment rejoined, distant from the last ground twenty-five miles. 
On the 23d; a march of twenty-eight miles brought the light force to Sap- 
tee, on the Pein Gunga, within eight miles of Oomerkeir. The pursuit 
was here suspended, from actual inability to continue it, the horses being 
completely exhausted, and the men nearly reduced to the same state. It 
was likewise necessary to await the arrival of supplies with the rear divi- 
sion ; for the hopes of overtaking the enemy, having been grounded on the 
efficacy of a strenuous exertion at the first, almost every sort of supply, ex- 
cept what the troops carried, had been out-marched. But if the Brigadier- 
general's force was reduced to a state of temjvorary inaction, that of Bajce 
Rao was scarcely in a better condition. He was two days earlier in mo- 
tion than his pursuers, and liad longer previous rest; yet he only left 
Oomerkeir at three o’clock of the morning when Brigadier-general Dove- 
ton arrived there; and his route was easily tracked by the numbers of ex- 
hausted and dying, or dead, cattle, found in the several villages he passed. 
His force became daily reduced, not only by the loss of those who were 
unable to accompany him ; but also from the desertions of others who were 
either disgusted with the service, or unable to procure, in company with so 
large a body in rapid movement, subsistence for themselves and horses. 

Brigadier-general Smith remained, some days after the affair at Seonee, 
without intimation of the route pursued by the enemy. In the mean while 
he had marched to Beilky, where he halted from the 19th to the •22d. 
Learning, at length, th^t the principal force was moving in a westerly 
direction, followed by Brigadier-general Doveton, he retraced his steps, at 
the average rate of eighteen miles a day, till his arrival at ^attee on the 
26th. After this, he crossed to the south bank of the.GodaVery, to inte^ 
pose himself between Bajee Rao and the corps of infantry and- guns he had 
left to the southward of that river, on abandoning his aftcifint territory- 
7'he Brigadier-general continued his march to Keir, where he atrived on 
the 28th, and learned, in the afternoon,'’ that a large body enemy bn 
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passed that forenoon, within eighteen miles of his camp, towards the 
Hbaroor Ghat, A light detachment was immediately formed for pursuit ; 
andabody.ofanmli&ry horse, under Lieutenant-colonel Cunningham, re- 
inforced by four hundred infantry and two guns, was detached by a route . 
to the left, to come^in the. rear of Dharoor. The Brigadier-general marched ‘ 
at ten o'clock at night, and arrived at seven o’clock in the morning of the 
29th, at Soanput, within about twelve miles of which, at Hinghenee, the 
enemy had bivouacked the preceding night. After baiUng the horses,’ the 
pursuit was continued, and reports were received on the march, that the 
fugitives had passed on to Dharoor ; but the cattle were unable to proceed 
further, having accomplished sixty miles since the previous morning, in- 
cluding the march into Keir. The force bivouacked at Hinghenee, for the 
night, but was again early in motion to ascend the Ghat, which, being 
difficult for the passage of guns, caused a considerable detour on their ac- 
count. At eight A. M. of the 30th, the Brigadier-general met Lieutenant- 
colonel Cunningham’s detachment, which, after a march of seventy miles, 
had arrived at Dharoor on the evening of the 29th, about an hour after the 
enemy had decamped. The Colonel succeeded, however, in taking about 
sixty or seventy prisoners ; from whom it was ascertained, that this body 
I'.ad dispersed in many directions to gain their respective homes, and that 
Bajee Itao, finding himself so closely pressed, had fled with his immediate 
guards and attendants to the northward. The division accordingly hiilted to 
enable its rear to rejoin, and occupied the same ground till the 4th of May. 

Brigadier-general Doveton having, in like manner, halted at Saptee, for Re,u,„ ,he 
liis rear-guard, was rejoined by it on the 2.5th of April, and marched again CMlTonto 
on the 27th, in the direction of .Jaulnah, having ascertained the direction 
"I Bajee Rao’s flight towards Boorhaunpoor. The Brigadier-general was in 
want both of money and provisions ; and he so regulated his movements, 
that he might be met by treasure from Jaulnah, and joined by such supplies 
of grain as had been collected for the use of his division. The remainder of 
his march wgj? performed by moderate stages, without a halt, by Nanda- 
poor, Ahoonda, Asseigaum, Saoonghee, and Chicooly, to Jaulnah, where he 
arrived on the 11 th of May. 

Jhe reasons whichidictated to Brigadier-general Doveton the expediency 
of a return to Jaulnah, were equally forcible for Brigadier-general Stnith's 

rpflirn + C! ' wr ^ j O O Sion to Serroor. 

turn 10 feerroori. While.be prepared to execute this measure, he sent 
out Lieutep^treoJonel Qunnin^am, with the Poonah auxiliary horse, some 
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^tifantry, and four galloper guilds, between the JNTeerab aud Kj^uptih riyerg 
on the left of his proposed route^ and Captain with his reforoMii 

horse, through the Beer district by the right, . Com^^ce^ his 
. on the morning of the 5th ; and on the 9th, at Che^heeppor, received the 
satisfactory intelligence of Captain Davis’s detaclunent haying^ ^^ter a ^rch 
of thirty miles, come up with a body of two thousand horsemen pear Yel- 
lum. While preparing to charge them, a white flag was advapcf^, 'and the 
leader, Appah Dessye Nepaimkur> with Chimmajee Appah,^ Rao’s 
youngest brother, surrendered themselves, with all their force: Prom 
Ahmednuggur, where Brigadier-general Smith’s head-quartejs wei'e on the 
12th and 13th, the division marched twelve miles, on the 14tb> to SersJa- 
and a serious accident occurred on arriving at the ground of encampment. 
Some fire fell on a powder- barrel, which immediately exploded. Thi^ event 
was quickly followed by others of a similar nature, till explosions be- 
came general and extended to the tumbrils. The affrighted cattle fled in all 
directions, carrying their combustible loads throughout the camp, and put- 
ting to flight whomsoever they approached. The horses of the cavalry, and 
horse-artillery, broke from their pickets to avoid the fire, and produced 
a scene of confusion which was scarcely overcome during two hours. At 
the conclusion of this uncon troulable disaster, the casualties in men were 
found to amount to no more than seven ; but the cattle which carried the 
powder-barrels were inevitably blown up, and the tumbrils were broken to ■ 
pieces, and scattered, as at the close of a desperate action. After this un- 
lucky occurrence, the march was continued to Serroor, where the force ar- 
rived on the IGth of May. 

Having now described the expulsion ofBajeeRao from the^Deckan, some 
reflections appear necessary on a series of events, of which no exact parallel 
is to be found in history. His military operations were neiti|ier so ^|)ly con- 
ducted, nor so long protracted, as the struggle of I^ithrida^es against the 
Roman armies. They yet, however, bear more general resen^blance.to that 
part of history, than to any other which immediately suggesis^ on ac- 
count of the common feature of a Prince long pursued througii^jii qwn ani 
the adjoining territories, and at length obliged to fly, withi force,, 

into foreign wilds, among an uncivilized people : /or . such vyere 
and such are the Bheels. But though his character and co^i^t ^ 
from a comparison with the King of Pontus, yet Bajee 
to have shewn considerable art in the style, of warfare 
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cient in personal courage, he was uttabl^ to set an'example in offensive war; 
even considering as such,' a system of active operation against the supplies 
and detachtnerits of an enemy unremittingly engaged in putsuit. For this 
purpose, the daring character of a leader should be seconded by the ven- 
turous spirit of many subordinate Chiefs ; but the soul of a Sevajee was no 
longer to be found among the Mahrattas of the nineteenth century. They 
must, therefore, be considered as incapable of conduct, which, to casual ob- 
servers, will appear the most easy, most advisable, and most natural choice. 

In the former Mahratta war, some attempts were made to adopt such a line 
of proceeding; 'but in the war of 1817-18, it does not appear to have been 
even meditated : a difference which must be attributed to the superior 
power of the Mahrattas, in 1803-4. As long as Gokla lived, the activity ■ 
of Ills horse was manifest, on the flanks and rear of the British force ; but 
its object was rather to delay the marches of the enemy, than to cut off any 
part of them, or of their supplies ; and after liis death, there is no sign of 
even so contemptible a dcmotistration. The Peishwah must have confided 
in an immediate and general hostility of all the Mahratta States against the 
British Power ; and he committed himself, to give the signal for its unani- 
mous declaration. But, even among more civilized, and better-regulated 
Governments, it has appeared, that perfect union*, against a common and 
powerful enemy is not always to be expected ; and Rajee Rao found him- 
self unequal to cope with the forces, which the indecision of his allies left 
applicable to operations against him, alone. Under this state of things, he 
was reduced to the condition of a fugitive, and all his efforts were adapted 
to the prolongation of his continuance in a country, where he had the 
greatest number 'of partizans, and the most abundant means of sub- 
‘ sistence. 

In order to screen hitnself from immediate attack, he detached the best stmagem,? 
I pertion of his cavalry to occupy the attention of his pursuers and this 
I manoeuvre was attended with as much success as it merited. Nor was it 
[ confined to general arrangement alone, but was adopted with much effect, 

I on the particular occasions of the two attacks of his army, by Brigadier- 
I general Smith and Colonel Adams, when he. was enabled to make his escape, 

I Iiy the devotion ofia part of his troops. Though the command of his forces, 

I ' • 

I * Witness the nugatory fi^tteiinpts of Austria, Russia, and Prussia in 1805 and 1S06. 
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in front of an enemy, devolved thus on his chiefs, the copduct qf hig 
flight was entirely managed by himself; and he cannot be denied the praise 
of having exhibited much ingenuity and stratagem in his ‘ several disposi- 
tions, of which their protracted success was a sufficient evidence, His 
style of movement cannot be better described, than in the words of the 
Officer principally instrumental in the reduction of his power Bajee 
Rao takes great pains, personally, to consult the village puteils^, on the 
nature of dittcrent routes, not one of which he follows^ for the purpose of de- 
ceiving us in the pursuit. His movements since he left Copergaum, and the 
deception he made, of throwing bodies of troops in different directions upon 
the same ultimate point of march, have been quite masterly. Nbt a soul in 
his camp knows his direction of march till he is in motion himself, when the 
whole follow. His personal baggage is , generally in front, and his treasure- 
elephants are flanked by his horse. He then follows. A few select infantry, 
in ordinary marches, are about his person; and then, generally, Nepaunkufs 
and his own horse. The rest follow in any order they happen to march 
under. Gokla generally covered his rear; and, if attacked, always went off 
in a different road from that Bajee Rao was on f.” The? length of his marelus 
was sometimes considerable; but, though not extraordinary, w.as gene- 
rally sufficient to secure him against the attacks of his enemies, as long aa, 
by such an exertion, he could throw them on one and the same line. Ex- 
amples of this occur in his passing the head of Brigadier-general Pritzler’s 
column, on the 6th of January, when flying from Brigadier-general Smith; 
and in his passing the head of Brigadier general Smith’s column, on the 
21st of the saipe month, when flying from Brigadier-general Pritzler. 
When, however, he found, in the beginning of March, that two additional 
divisions were entering the theatre of operations against him, his extended 
movements no longer promised the same advantage, and he sought, in a dis- 
tant asylum, a respite from such pressing dangers. He never allowed his 
movements to be hampered by his guns and infantry, of whom he was at- 
tended by much fewer than of cavalry. He^ threw them off, and took them 
up again, as he found most convenient ; for he never formed the intention of 


• Head men of villages, 

t Brigadier-general Smith to Brigadier-general Doveton, March 26^ 1818. 
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hazarding their safety by the defence of a position. Indeed, the Mahrattas 
have never shewn much acquaintance with the art of moving rapidly a well- 
organized force of every arm. The Rajah of Nagpoor’s army, in 1803, was 
out-marched by General Wellesley, notwithstanding all the impediments 
to movement with a British force; and it is improbable that the Peishwah 
could have made more expedition than the Bhooslah, had he ever contem- 
plated a battle. 

The practice of this branch of the art of war, received more illustration 
from the Mussulman chiefs of Mysore, than from any other Power in India. 
Hycler’s march of one hundred miles in two days and a half, to frustrate Sir 
Eyre Coote’s intentions against Chillumbrum in 1781,. and the march of 
Tippoo’s entire army, sixty-three miles in two days, before General Mea- 
dows, in November 1790, may be selected as striking instances, out of a 
general system of efficient organization. Of the rapid movements of horse, 
(here will he no difficulty in finding examples in all ages. General Smith 
niarehed after Ameer Khan, in the beginning of 1805, seven hundred miles 
ill forty-three days ; and this exertion was rendered more extraordinary 
by its being undertaken with- the same corps, with which, but a short 
time belore. Lord Lake had pursued Itolkur five hundred miles to Fur- 
riickabad. What still further adds to the merits of this service, is the 
consideration of its performance by regular cavalry, which in general re- 
(|uire their supplies to accompany them ; while irregular horse, who can 
better trust to the resources of the country through which they pass, enjoy 
greater iacilities of movement. The truth of this observation is evinced by 
many instances during the Moghul conquest of the Deckan, the early 
Mahratta operations, Abdalla’s invasions of Hindoostan, and the Pindarry* 
e.vcur,sions of the present day. The marches of the ancients throw little 
light on this subject, because they were unaccompanied by trains of artil- 


I <>r extraordillary circumstance, there is perhaps no account of the movements of horse 
omparable with tliat recorded of a body of thirty thousand from Gengis Khan’s army, that made 
^ nit of the Caspian Sea in the thirteenth century. “ They had trampled on tlie nations that 
btlc passage, penetrated through the gates of Derbend, traversed the Volga and the 

'■'tteni “^V'mplished the circuit of the Caspian Sea by an expedition which had never been 

edit '*** never been repeated." — Gibbon’s Decline and Fall, &c. vol. xi. p. 412, 8vo 
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lery, and must therefore be regarded as infantry alone. Ameng those mi. 
nutcly ascertained, is the march of Septimms Severas. at the end of the 
second century, from the Danube to Rome; a distatice of eight hundred* 
miles, accomplished at the rate of twenty miles a day without intermission. 
The progress of Julian t, from the Rhine to Mount H®mus, for the attack 
of the Emperor Constantins in the fourth century, is another memorable 

emparuon of ^""^Aftm the introduction of extensive trains of artillery, the establishment 

wr.hof“ir of a balance of power in Europe was gradually advancing, the opera- 
tions of armies became in general proportionably confined. The instances 
therefore of distant marches with artillery, are but few ; and even some of 
those were effected with so many interruptions, as to furnish no elucidation 
of the present question. Such was the march into ta y o 
VIII. of France, at Ihe end of the fifteenth century ; the progress o Gus- 
tavus Adolphus to the Upper Danube, during the Thirty-Years war; 
and that of Charles XII. to Smolensk, at the commencement o the 
eighteenth century. At the latter period, however, occurs the Duke of 
Marlborough’s famous march from the Lower Rhine to the Upper Danube, 
previous to the battle of Blenheim, in 1704 ; when it was his object to an- 
ticipate the movements of the French for the reinforcement of Monsieur 
Tallard. It was accordingly executed with all possible expedition ; yet 
the distance of two hundred and fifty miles through a friendly country, 
from Bedburg, near Cologne, where the army was assembled, to Gross 
Seinssen, near Donawert, where it came into immediate co-nperation with 
the Austrians, was not performed under twenty-eight' days; giving an 
average of nine miles a day only, including occasionaFhalfs,fdT the indis- 
pensable refreshment of the troops. To descend to latet'tirbe^. the ren 
army completed the passage of the Niemen on the 24th df Jhnei 1®^“’ - 

the centre divisions, with the Emperor, arrived at Witepsfe on tbe^Mst 

July_a distance of about four hundred and twenty-five mU^ ;; w i e 
Prince of Ekmuhl’s corps arrived at Mohillow, on thet Borysthenes, on 
23d of July, a distance of near four hundred miles. Thfisb c entc® 
an average of eleven, and thirteen miles a day ; and the 
which is among the most rapid, performed by a. Carp* 


• Gibbon’s Decline and Fall, &c. vol. i. p. 186, note, 8vb edit, 
t Gibbon’s Decline and Fall, &c. vol. iv. p. 26, 8vo edit. 
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executed by a strenuous exertion to intercept tlje juaction of Prince 
Bagratien’s corps with the Russian bead-quarters. This rate must therefore 
be taken as the maximum of what an army can perform; and, no doubt, re- 
quired all the orgawaation of the French service, under the late Emperor, for 
its accomplishment, Vet this does not exceed the progress made by small 
armies in India, notwithstanding the enervating quality of the climate, and 
the abundant equipments of the troops. Brigadier-general Smith’s divi- 
sion, it has been seen, marched, with its small battering- train, three hun- 
dred miles in twenty- six days, at the rate of eleven miles and a half a day ; 
and Brigadier-general Pritzler s force, with light field-pieces, three hundred 
and forty-six miles in twenty-five days, being, on an average, fourteen 
miles a day. 

Heavy trains of artillery will, in all countries, impede the progress of 
an army ; but especially in India, where the cattle are so weak. A con- 
sideration of the number of Bullocks* which are required for the movement 
of a battering-gun, will be quite conclusive on this head, without entering 
into a demonstration of the loss of power in the length of yoke chain, and 
at every turn and irregularity of the roads. These are so rough in many 
parts of the Deckan, that gun-carriages of extraordinary strength are re- 
quired, and occasion a slowness of movement at present unknown in Eu- 
rope from the same cause. The very distance they have to move, inde- 
pendent of the roughness of the roads, will account for the necessity of 
their substantial form. The horse-artillery, with Brigadier-general Smith, 
marched two thousand two hundred and fifty miles in seven months — a 
movement of which there is probably no example in the world ; and which 
therefore stands in evidence of the impracticability of emlpoying gun- 
carriages in India constructed like those of Europe vyithin the last half- 
century. As the sera at which field-artillery became lightened in the west, 
was the Seven-Years’ war, this circumstance will account, in some degree, 
for the more rapid marches performed during the campaigns which fol- 
lowed the French revolution, than in those of the Succession-war : but in 
India the case remains unaltered ; not because the guns are heavy, but be- 
cause light carriages are insutficient for their conveyance. 


I * Carnatic bullocks in yoke to an iron twenty -fbur-pouiidcr, fifty to an iron eighteen, 
j ■‘nd forty bullocks to an iron twelve-pounder. 
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REDUCTION OF THE SOUTHERN MAHRATTA COUNTRY. 

Brigadier-general Manro*t Situation at Dhanvar in December 1817. CommencemeiH tf 
Operations by the lieduction of Places South of the Mufpiirba. Incursion of a Bod^of' 
Pindarries into the British Territory. Match of Brigadie^'-gerteral Mnnro*s Force 
beyond the Mutpurba. Capture of Badaumee. Occupation of the Country betweeit tk 
Mulpnrba and (hitpurba. Operations before Bet gaum to the Construction of breaching 
Batteries. Reduction of the Place on Capitulation. Reflections on this Success (wd 
consequent Arrangements. March of Brigadier-general P ritzier* s Force from Saturn for 
the Investment of Wassota. Fall of that Place and Liberation of the Prisoners, lb', 
turn to Satara and Separation of the Madras and Bombay Troops. Junction with Ihi- 
gadier-generai Munro*s Force. Collected Amount of the Reserve. March to Shohqmr, 
and Description of the Fmemy\s Strength and Position. Escalade of the Fettah. De- 
feat of (i unput Rao*s Attack. Flight and Disjuo'smi of Bajee Rao*s Infantry. In- 
flections on the Arms of Cavalry. Surrender of Sliolapoor. Considerations on tk 
Number of Mahratta Forts. . Importance of Fortresses in general. Application of 
these Reflections to the Case of India. 

Tl HE great difference which exists between the military service in India, 
before and since the commencement of the first Seringapatam war, arises out 
of circumstances connected with the increased power and resources of the Bri- 
tish Government. Almost all the operations which preceded the peace of 1784 
withTippoo Sooltaun, were crippled or controuled by the want of supplies, 
the deficiency of force, and the absence of a maturely organized stall. Suc- 
cess was, therefore, chiefly to be expected from the personal exertions and 
talents of the commanding-officer; and when Sir Eyre Coote exercised the 
powers with which he was vested during his last campaigns in the Carnatic, 
he afforded a lively exemplification of the state of things, a description of 
which is now to be attempted. Most of the officers of those days have 
the stage, and the recollectioii of the former circumstances scarcely existJ** | 
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But an insulated instance in the late war, will prove that the best spirit of 
the old times still remains, and t]^t to produce the same results, only re- 
quired the recurrence of the same emergencies. 

Since closing the Third Chapter of this work, no mention has been made 
of Colonel Thomas Munro, who, on being relieved by Brigadier-general 
Prit/ler in the command of the Reserve, (p. 60,) returned to Dharwar, to 
rei,nilate the countries which had been ceded by the Peishwah in the Treaty 
of June 1817. With the receipt of his Brigadier-generars commission, in 
the beginning of December, he was again appointed to the command of the 
Reserve ; but the course of events had hitherto deprived him of the oppor- 
tunity of joining it, and he found himself, with a nominal command over 
Brigadier-general Pritzler, apparently immovable, with no more than a 
couple of field-pieces, and a single battalion, at his head-quarters. The 
reader will, probably, expect that he would immediately have prescribed 
to the Reserve, or a portion of it, a line of movement, which would have 
enabled him personally to assume the important command destined for him 
by the highest Authority in India ; and such would probably have been the 
ordinary course of proceeding under such circumstances. But Thomas 
Munro is not a man of ordinary stamp, and his conduct on this occasion 
was strictly conformable to the approved service of thirty-eight years. The 
whole scope of his instructions to Brigadier-general Pritzler, referred im- 
mediately to the primary objects of the public interests; and in sedulously 
l)rovidiiig for these, he lost sight of the outward marks of personal import- 
ance, which dazzle and captivate even minds of a superior order. With 
regard to individuals, personal qualities alone are the deserving subjects of 
history ; for it matters little to posterity, what were the decorations, rank, 
or titles of the possessors of power, unsupported by the sterling riches of 
native energy and sagacity, which can neither be conferred nor taken 
away. If the latter Roman emperors, and the latter Ptolemies, catch a 
cursory or casual attention, they are regarded as objects of disgust, instead 
of admiration. The costly attire, and ceremonious distance of elevated 
station, are incapable of concealing the baseness of the mind, or the despi- 
cable nature of arrogant imbecility, whose best protection from the con- 
tempt of mankind is the oblivion in which it is allowed to repose. The 
impediments and obstacles in the way of fame, are necessarily numerous, 
<^nd difficult to be surmounted. The progress to public notice and esteem 
is checked and interrupted by the emulation of rivals, the want of riches 
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or elevated birth, the institutions of,8pciety, the (jhar^qterjstic dii^denee of 
worth, joined to the accidents o| educa(k>n an<|,, entrance into the'.yrorid; 
yet tliere is a buoyancy about talent, difficult to b^ d^pre^sed on c^rdinaty 
occasions, and certain of discovery in public exigepcies-^that triumphant 
period for vigorous souls j and Munro was called from the'^j)eacefnl occu- 
pation of a Civil commission, to pursuit^ which jhejhad long relinquished. 
He found himself at Dharwar, opposed, in .the first instance, by the in^u- 
ence of a chief mamed Cassee Rao Gokla, who. was ne wly . appointed by 
the Peishwah Sir-Soobah and Foujdar * of the Southern Mahratta country, 
and commanding,, therefore, all its force and resources. The country was 
studded with forts, all of which, though not of a superior Q^gipr, were secure 
against hasty insult, and therefore required to be breached in order to be 
reduced ; while, independent of his wantt of troops, Munro had npt even 
the assistance of a staff-officer, in organizing such means as his activity and 
ingenuity should create. But he had a most able second in Lieutenant- 
colonel Newall, who, after having been appointed by the government of 
Madras to the special command of the fortress of Dharwar, which he had 
himself reduced, was permitted to relinquish it for more active and impor- 
tant service in the field. 

S^nt™roperj While Brigadier-gcneral Munro procured from Bellary a small battering- 

iionsbyibc train, and the detachment of the 2d battalibdof the 12th Native infantry, 

H eduction of '5:-^ . . ^ - 

pidors South of which had been left at Sobndoor since the beginning of November, he was 

the Mulpurba. i ' n • i* /» \ e 

VI ) engaged in raising Peons (a description of irregular mtantry), as a sort ol 
auxiliary force, which might relieve his few regulars , from unimportant 
duties, and garrison some of the places he might succeed in reducing. 

A party of these Peons, placed in Naulgoqnd, were threatened and ha- 
rassed by a body of horse of Cassee Rao Gokla’s ; and Lieutenant-colonel 
Newall, witli five coinpatiies of the 2d battalion 4th regiment, two guns, 
and a five-and-a-half-inch howitzer, was charged with the duty of removing 
this pressure. This was effected by bis march frpm Dharwar, on the 22d 


• Civil and Military Governor. ^ . 

, t The confidence with which the result of Miinro’s measures was anticipated, notwithstanding 
every disadvantage of circumstances, suggests die Great Frederick’s ^Jply to Marshal Schwerin> 
who complained of having received only twenty thousand men, insteaa of thirty <^«isand» whicl* 
had been promisod him. In my calculations of force, I always estiitiate Mttjrshar Schwerin s* 
ten thousand men.” , 
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of December, and aniWl at Naulgoond on the'24th. Connected, at the 
same time, with this movement, ;pus the protection of the battering-train 
advancing from' Hnmpsagur ; to ivhich place a detachment was made for 
the reinforceme^lT of its escort ; and Lieutenant-colonel Newall returned 
to Dharwar. As the train approached, he was again sent out, on the 31st, to 
meet it, with three companies of the 2d battalion of the 4th, and two pieces 
of ordnance; and, on the 3d of January, he received charge of the train, 
and the detachments by which it was accompanied, at Colaspoor. These 
consisted of three troops of the 5th Native cavalry, the three companies of 
the 2d battalion of the 4th regiment, sent forward on the 23d, and two com- 
panies of the 2d" liattalion of the 12th Native infantry. THe battering- train 
contained, two iron eighteen-pounders, two iron and two brass twelves, 
with two mortars, accompanied by the head-quarters, and four companies 
of the 2d battalion of pioneers. Brigadier-general Munro having now col- 
lected sufficient force for offensive operations, opened the campaign by the 
siege of Gudduck, to which place he marched on the 5th ; and it surren- 
dered on the (Jth, after a battery against it was completed. Cassee Rao's 
horse appeared, but made no stand ; and, on the 7th, the force came before 
Dunimull. After about four hours’ firing from two batteries, on the morn- 
ing of the 8th, the garrison, amounting to four hundred and fifty men, caj)i- 
tulated, and engaged not to serve against the British_^during the war. This 
favourable commencement was followed by the reduttion of Hooblee, where 
Brigadier-general Munro arrived on the 13th, having been joined, on the 
march from Dummull, by a seasonable reinforcement of two hundred My- 
sore regular infantry. The Killedar, on being summoned, promised to sur- 
render on the following morning ; and fulfilled his engagement, by march- 
ing out with three hundred men, the remains of a more numerous garrison, 
of whom a large portion had deserted, from want of pay, which the Killedar 
was unable to levy on the surrounding country, from its being in possession 
of the British detachments. The fall of Hooblee was followed, on the next 
‘Jay (the 15th), by the submission of Misiree Kotab, which received the 
same terms of security for private property ; and both places were occu- 
pied by parties of the n^ly-levied Peons. After these operations, the 
Brigadier-general r^ftu'ri^d to DharwAr,,,to re-organize his measures for 
a fresh departqrej-'juj^) htilted)tbe«’e 4th of February. In the in- 

terim, successive .igi^forceraents wi^e sent to meet treasure and commis- 
sariat supplies, expected from the Ceded Districts, by the route of Hump- . 
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sagur ; and, latterly. Lieutenant-colonel Newall, with the remainder of the 
force, except the train and pioneers, .was detached to bring it forward, m 
consequence of the movements of several parties of horse about the country, 
in numbers difficult to be ascertained. 

Incursion of a It will be recollected that a body of Pindarries, having passed the left 

totlfintoiiic flank of the British troops beyond the Nerbuddah, had ascended the Berar 

Bm„h Terri- middle of December, in their course to the southward. Their 

progress had excited little notice during the marches and countermarches 
of the Peishwah and his pursuers, near the country through which they 
passed; and their advance to the frontier of the British territory was un- 
obstructed and unknown. They left Jalnah, eighteen miles to the right, 
passed between Punderpoor and Beder, crossed the Kistnah at Gookee, and 
the Toombudra, on the 6th of January, at Balloonsee. They plundered 
Ilarponelly, and some lesser towns between that place and Chittledroog, 
while pursued by a troop of the 5th cavalry ; and divided themselves into 
lesser parties, to embrace a longer tract of country, and more easily to 
evade their enemies. In this, however, their success was by no .jjleans 
complete; for near Nundiaul, which place they plundered, they were 
attacked by a detachment of horse and foot from Dodeirce, and about fifty 
of them were killed, l^arties of them subsequently appeared at Ilerroor 
and IToasdroog, and fqrther west, towards the boundaries of Mysore. Ou 
the 17lh, they were attacked by a small detachment, under Captain Hur- 
dis, and suffered considerably, both in the loss of men, horses, and booty. 
After this, they were retiring in all directions ; till, on the 25th of January, 
the British territory was clear of this pest. Their hasty departure was 
produced by the uiircmilting activity of the various detachments^ which 
the foresight of the Madras Government had maintained in readiness for 
active movement at every point. Nor were their arrangements calculated 
only to defeat Pindarries, but the supposed intentions of the Peishwah 
likewise, when, with his army, he crossed the Gutpurba in fhe early part 
of this month, and excited well-grounded aijpreheusions of. an immediate 
attack. If he ever entertained this design, which was not ascertained, the 
relinquishment of it may be fairly attributed to his knowledge of the ener 
getic measures of the Madras Government ; which, considering t|ic ex 
tensive drain of troops from that Presidency, was truly laudable and iinpef 
tant. A party of the Pindarries, who recrossed the Toombadra^h th® 1®*^ 
of January, marched north, leaving the Soonda junglea about mx miles on 
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their left. On the 20th. accounts were re’ceived. by Brigadier-general 
Munro, of their progress and recent positions ; .'and at eight o’clock that 
night he detach^ Captain Gorton, ^vith three troops of the 5th light ca- 
valry, to mterceplrtheifl passing between Dharwar and Hooliaul . The party 
arrived at their Uvomc at three a. m. of fhe following morning, and com- 
menced an mstantaneerts Attack. This terminated in a pursuit of an hour 
through a close jungle, which greatly impeded its effect ; for the loss of the 
Pindarnes amounted only to about twenty men and forty horses. Their 
departure from the British territory was of great importance to Brigadier- 
general Munro, as it enabled the Madras Government to dispense with the 
2d battalion of thf 9th Native infantry, and the detachment of his Majesty’s 
22d dragoons, which were destined for the reinforcement of his small force. 

Lieutenant-colonel Newall’s force, escorting the treasure and supplies’ Marcher 
having returned to Dharwar on the 31st of January. Brigadier-genera 
Munro recommenced his operations, on the 5th of February by a march 
toward Badaumee on the Mulpurba. which place he proposed to reduce. His 
lorce, independent of small garrisons, now consisted of three troops of caval- 
ry, twelve companies of Native infantry, of which four were Mysorean four 
oompaiiies of pioneers, four heavy guns. , four field-pieces, and a howitzer. 

With these he proceeded by Naulgoond and Hollo'or. where he encamped 
on the 8th. The pioneers employed this day, in opening the road in ad- 
vance, were driven' in by a party of horse. To reconnoitre their strength 
and designs, a picket of thirty Native cavalry were immediately ordered 
out, accompanied by Captain Middleton, the officer on duty for Uie day 
Jtiis picket was unfortunately induced to follow the small parties of the 
enemy who presented themselves ; and thus became exposed to the attack 
0 an overwhelming number. These lay in ambuscade, and repeated an 
xpe lent which has been so often practised against , British cavalry in 
n la that it would be wonderful it should have succeeded at so late a 
>erio did not the events of every day', shew how little benefit is derived 
ordpr past^ times. The picket, however, retreated in good 

times'! pressed so, dosely as to be obliged to form three several 

•tilled a^d “tne men and eight horses, 

‘ntrepidd ®®»^'pen8ating as far as possible, for imprudence, by 

’^'^pelthe^ ^reOp of the 6th ca,valry was immediately ordered out to 
vious 0 ^ ®”®®y > which measure being the ^tural consequence of the pre- 
ccurrence, they welre prepared to retire before it, and Captain 
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Munro, who commanded, after pursuing till night-fall, 
pression on them than the destruction of a few of the v^o^ Counted. On 
S! 9th of February the force arrived at BelldOr, the gar^n of-which. con- 
sisting of four hundred horse, and three hundred foot, lade their escape 

over the neighbouring hills towards Badauraee; and the Bngidier-general 

raltedonthe 10th and 11th, to complete his preparations for its siege, 
Thither he marched on the following day ; and the advanced party was op- 
nosed by a small detachment of the enemy’s foot posted in a pagoda, and 
upported by a body of four hundred horse. They were covered, m front, 
by'ldeep nullah, passable at one point only; and while 
up and opened, to cover the passage, the light-company of the 2d battalion 
of the 4th Native infantry was prepared to attack the entrenchment with 
■the bayonet. This succeeded with little loss ; and the enemy retreated un- 
der a heavy fire, leaving four dead on the ground. 

Badaumee consists of fortified hills, with a walled town at the foot of 
them, containing an inner fort ; and it was deemed necessary, in ^he fir.t 
instance, to attack the lower defences. The previous meaiis at^the Briga- 
dier-general’s disposal, were increased by the arrival, on the loth of tiio 
weak squadrons of his Majesty’s 22d dragoons, and a company of the -d 
battalion of the 9th regiment, followed, two days afterwards, by the head- 
quarters. and seven companies of the same corps. The batteries, whie 
lere erected against the place, played in breach till the evening of th 
17th, when the way in was concluded to be practicable. n t e morning 
the 18th. a storming party* advanced from the rear of the battles as 
day dawned. In eight minutes they surmounted the breaeh ; for the a n 
son appeared to be unprepared, and such men as were in the neig i S 
works were immediately killed. Those in the streets were attacked 
the same spirit and expedition, and driven to the upper forts, to which y 
tre so quickly pursued, .he scaling-ladders all Ae while 
the Btormiug party, that the enemy, apprehending sue anng 


of 

* Consisting of twenty-five men of the a2d dragoons, dismouofed, with 
the 2d battalion of the 4th, and 2d battalion of Dtlt regiments of 
vance was composed of die dragoons, and a havildar s party from each of th . 
nil whole headed by a party of pioneer, carrying ladders. Four .7, « 

of the 4th, and three companies of the 2d battalion of the 9th regiments, werti held 

support the assault. 
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would be follpw^d by 9D j^infdisite e^e^a^e, called out for terms of capi- 
tulation. They^wete allfwed tp march out with their arms, and, by ten 
o’clock A.M. thf 'Brigadier-general was in possession of all the forts, in 
which were fo^fo^^teen gups of, various calibers, and seventeeu ginjaul 
pieces. Two companies Of the 2d battalion of the I2th regiment were al- 
lotted for the garrison of. this place, wWch was deservedly esteemed one of 
the strongest hill-forts in India, and almost impregnable with a determined 
garrison. The loss was four Europeans, and five Natives, killed and 

wounded. . . * 

Baggrekotah, on the Gutpurba, was the next object of Brigadier-general 
Munro ; and he marched his force in that direction on the 21st of February, 
when he was joined at Hingengaum by the remaining two companies of the 
2d battalion of the 9th regiment. On the following day he came before the 
place, wliich surrendered without offering any resistance. It was found to 
contain eight guns and ten ginjaul pieces. One company of the 2d bat- 
talion of the 9th regiment being placed in garrison, the Brigadier-general 
halted till the 25th, engaged in various arrangements for the permanent pos- 
session of the country he had subdued. The repair of some gun-carriages, 
wliich broke down on the 26th, obliged him to remain at the next stage of 
Soolikeiry till the 1st of March; after which he continued his route up the 
right bank of the Gutpurba to Gokauk, where his force encamped on the 
7th and 8th. A weak company of the 2d battalion of the 9th regiment was 
detached under Lieutenant Stott to Hangul, to check the excursions of the 
garrison of that place, amounting to near eight lumdred men ; and it arrived 
in position on the 8th. This weak party drove in an out-post, and was 
attacked in turn by the garrison, who sallied in the afternoon; but they 
made so little impression, causing the loss of only two men, that they soon 
retired, and next morning surrendered the place ; convinced, probably, that 
they would otherwise bo visited by the entire force, and receive worse 
terms. Munro crossed the river at Gokauk, and marching two days up the 
left bank, recrossed to Goarree-Ghurree, and encamped at Padshapoor on 
file 11th. This place,’ v^hich is the head of a district, immediately sub- 
mitted ; and all the" dependent country was placed Under the management of 
new Authorities'^istablished by the Brigadier-general. The same measures 
'’''ere adopted in the country thrdui*gh which he had passed ; for the rapid 
fall of the first forts which had been attacked, prepared places less strong, 
to receive, with alacrity, the establishment of the British Authority. 
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There remained still, however, in the country between the ‘Mulpurba 
and Gutpurba, a place of considerable strength,' which was likely to give 
employment to the force for some time; and as Brigadie#general IVfuhro 
deemed it inexpedient to leave any fort in his rear, ifi^pj^&itipn to his ar- 
rangements, he marched towards Belgaum, situated iri the dir^ioh of the 
Western Ghats. He arrived before the place on the 20th, and look possession 
of the pettah without delay, in order to gain cover as near the forUas practi- 
cable, before commencing further operations. It was foUndTo be in-perfect 
repair, possessing abroad and deep wet ditch, surrounded by *a» esplanade 
of six hundred yards ; and was garrisoned by sixteen hundred men. The pi- 
oneers were set to work to prepare a battery of three twelve-potind^rs; at a 
Mosque opposite to the north face ; and to favour their progress, a ftve-imd-a- 
half-inch mortar and a six-pounder opened from the pettah^ On the 21st, the 
battery opened within eight hundred yards of the fort, and was answered by 
five guns, which were nearly silenced in the course of the following day. On 
the night of the 22d, an enfilading-battery of two guns was completed in the 
pettah, and raked completely the north face and gateway. A gun opened 
on it from a cavalier within the works, and the fire of the twelve-pounder 
battery was returned from the curtain, left of the gate. These efiorts were, 
however, partially defeated on the 24th, vvhen the approach was com- 
menced, and carried one hundred and forty yards. On the following day, 
the enemy had only ginjauls firing, and the approach advanced one hundred 
and twenty yards. On the 26th, the garrison again shewed artillery ; and 
opened from the flag-staff battery, which had been nearly destrojred by the 
previous fire of the twelve- pounders. They likewise produced 4 new gun 
on the right of the gate ; but could not impede the progress of the approach, 
wliich was carried forward one hundred yards through very hard ground. 
On the 27th, the mortar was moved from the enfilading to the twelve- 
pounder battery, and threw shells all the night, .while an 'fidvShee .ofoiie 
Inmdrcd yards more was made. This was prolonged one hiYhdred and 
twenty yards next day, the enemy's fiie was reduced to two*guns; and on 
the 30th, one hundred and twenty yards more were .^ddedj- vvithout any 
extraordinary occurrence.- On the 31.st, the magazine iii the Mosque, be- 
longing to the twelve-pounder battery, blew up ; and ^e^i^ftis'on iristandy 
sallied to take advantage of the confusion, which they sn'pposed that it bad 
occasioned-. On their arrival within one hundred yards of that point, tbe 
battery-guard, under Lieutenant Walker, of the 2d battalion of the 4th regi- 
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nieiit, and the artillery detail, under Ldeut^aht Lewis, advanced to meet 
them, and drove them agatft intp the (ort, Jytider a heavy fire of guns and 
small-arm^, fro^^e vf^llsi Colonel Newall, who witnessed this.aet of 
gallantry, eulogiail, with the tjvo officers already mentioped, the, conspi- 
cuous conduct of Lieutenant Macky, of his Majesty’s 53d regimeht, who, 
unable to Join the detachment of his corps with Brigadier-general Pritzler, 
took his tour of general duty in Brigadier-general Munro's force. 

The repair of the twelve-pounder battery, after this accident, occupied 
l!ie 1st of April, during which day an eight-inch mortar was opened, the fiyo- 
and-a-half inch mortar removed back to the enfilading-battery, and the ap- 
proach carried on fifty yards. This was now so well advanced, that a 
bi eaching-battery was commenced and finished on the 2d, for two eighteen- 
jiounders, within five hundred and fifty yards of the wall. It opened, on 
the left of the gateway, with great effect, on the following morning. But 
the garrison had still two guns able to fire on the side of the attack ; and as 
they annoyed considerably the breaching-battery, two twelve-pounders 
were brought into battery one hundred yards to the left, to silence them. 
Tills effect succeeded on the 4th, when a large part of the outer wall, 
left ot the gate, and some of the inner wall, were brought down. On the 
next day the destruction was still more augmented, all the batteries having 
( outiiuied firing, and shells being thrown during the whole of the night. The 
same activity was continued during the 6th; and before day-light,atwelve- 
pmmder was got into battery, within one hundred and fifty yards of the 
gate. This opened on the 7th, but unfortunately bprst after firing fifteen 
I'umids. The breach of the curtain was extended, notwithstanding the gar- 
I'isun still maintained a smart fire. On the 8th, the original twelve-pounder 
battery was abandpned, and two of the iron guns from it were brought 
into the battery near the gate. They opened next day, with excellent ef- 
ket, on the curtain to the right, where the enemy’s ginjauls and matchlock- 
meu had previously had good cover, and made a practicable breach in the 
outer wall. Off viewing this result, the Killedar sent out to propose terms ; 
u Inch not being, agreed to, the batteries continued, on the morning of the 
l*lth, to fire as usual, tilj the, Killedar . surrendered at discretion. Adetach- 
luent of British troops^took posses, sion of the outer gateway on the same 
‘luy ; and, on thfe pioneers wete employed in opening both en- 

b uiices, as they were built itip within, and strongly barricaded. On the i2th 
the garrh^on^tnartdted out, and acknowledged to have had twenty 
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killed and fifty wounded during the siege, while, of the British troops 
there ivas a loss of twenty^three.* ’ 

Thus was happily concluded this important sendee, in.;«ffectingiwh)ch 
‘ the want of ordinary means was compensated by extraordinary labour and 
zeal in all ranks. The exertions of the artillery, and detail of his Majesty’s 
22d dragoons, serving in tlie batteries, was unremitting, for there were no 
means of affording them any relief ; and the labours of the pioneers were 
equally meritorious in constructing, in addition to several batteries, an ap- 
proach through extremely hard ground, which, however narrow, was seven 
hundred and fifty yards in length. Brigadier-general Munro, as' already 
noticed, took the field without any staff ; he was even without a professional 
engineer, a circumstance, considering the nature of the service in which he 
was engaged, especially to be regretted, had he not possessed, in the as- 
sistance of his second in command, a resource which supplied, as far as 
possible, this, as well as other, deficiencies. Accordingly the Brigadiar- 
general did not fail to express, in the most unqualified manner, how much 
he was indebted to Lieutenant-colonel Newall, “ for the judgment, zeal, 
and energy, with which he personally directed every operation.” The re- 
turn of ordnance on the works amounted to thirty-six pieces, mostly of 
large calibers, and of ginjauls and small brass guns, sixty more. The place 
was, moreover, supplied with stores in a superior manner ; and, notwith- 
standing the progress that had been made, it was justly a matter of con- 
gratulation, that the garrison surrendered without further opposition. The 
three eighteen-pounders were latterly so much run at the vent, that three 
fingers might be introduced into them, and they had consequently lost 
considerably in effect. The walls were, every where, solid and massive, 
and being upwards of a mile and a half in extent, afforded the garrison 
abundant room to avoid the effect of shells. The consequences of this ser- 
vice obliged the force to halt at Belgaum, till , the 17th, to j^e-organize the 
means of future operations, and to establish permanently the bflmefits to be 
derived from it. A company of the 2d battalion of the 4th r€|;iment, with 
a party of pioneers, were sent on the 14th to ‘ Humpsagur, "to^cort guns 
and treasure, from thence to Dharwar ; a company . of the 2^ battalioh of 
the. 9th regiment was placed in possession of the fojt t^Belgaum ; and t’’*' 


• Vide Appendix,^ P. 
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Brigadier-general yecommenped his returnj on the 1 8th, to the Gutpurba, 
wliich he crossed on the 21st, and arrived on, the following day at Nugger 
jVIaiiaollee. he ^ivaa joined by the remainder of the Reserve, under 

Brigadier-general Pritzler ; whose movements since the latter end of, March, 
it will be proper to mention, before the operations of the combined force arc 
further described. 

This part ,of the Reserve marched, on the 29th, from the vicinity of Sa- 
tara, having halted there on the two previous days (p. 255), and encamped, 
on the 30th, at Tambia, on the high road to Wassota, the reduction of 
which was its immediate object*. This fort is situate on the summit of a 
lufty mountain in the Western Ghats, about three thousand feet high, on the 
Kokun side ; and on the eastern side, about two thousand feet from the base 
of the hill ; but like most other hill-forts it is commanded. Its greatest 
strength consists in its elevation, and in the difficulties of approach ; for, in 
almost every direction, it is surrounded by inaccessible mountains, with 
the exception of a few passes, so narrow and rugged as to be easily de- 
i’ended, and extremely difficult to be surmounted, though presenting no 
other opposition than that of nature. A detachment f was sent forwijird on 
tlie 31 st, under Colonel Hewitt’s command, to invest the place. The re- 
mainder of the division continued at Tambia, about twenty miles south-east 
of Wassota, yet the nearest point at which the encampment and the park 
could be formed. In the afternoon Colonel Hewitt’s, detachment reached 
Indoolie, a small village within two miles and a half of Wassota ; and drove 
in an out-post of the garrison. Two companies of thOi^eventh were left in 


* Tlie force assembled for this service was composed of two corps of Europeans, viz. the flank 
baitiilion and Bombay European regiment, .half a battalion of rifles, four battalions of Native in- 
fantry of the line, that is, the 2d battalion of the 12 th Madras, the 2d battalion of the 7th, and 2d 
b-rtlalion of the Dtli Bombay, and an auxiliary battalion from Poonoh. To tins force was attached 
seven hundred Pponah auxiliary horse and four companies of pioneers; and the ordnance 
snioimtcd to tweptyruine pieces, of which four were iron eighteen-pounders, and two were iron 
twelves ; there were one ten-inch,, and four eight-inch mortars, two heavy five-and-a-half-incli 
howitzers, two brass tWelve-pounders, and the remainder were field-guns and light howitzers. 
Licutcnant-colonel Dttlrymple; of the Madras festablishment, commanded the artillery, of which 
there were two hundred and seventy Europeans, and three Kupdred and seventy Natives, of both 
Presidencies. Captain Nutt, of the Bombay Establishment, was chief engineer. 

t Consisting of six companies of the European flank battalion, two companies of rifles, flank 
corapanies of the 2d battalion of the l«th,'8iidthe 7th Bombay Native infantry. 
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possession of the post^ and the rernain^^ of l^e ^ 

hve miles from Wassota, there being no nearer place 
The investment was accordingly postponed till, the 1st thi^e 

outposts were established one af Old Wassbta, distant' afeyei^,ii^ndre^ 
yards, and commanding the place ; the second at the saihe^fistanle; and 
commanding the road up to the gateway ; and the third to.the right of it, 
distant no more than fohr hundred yards from the walls. ' ^ ;; 

A summons was sent forward to the Killedar; but 
tance, while all the pioneers and d"o^y-bearers were engaged ^ imiahing a 
road towards the place, and continued to be so employed theTollbwing day. 
On the 3d, the head-quarters of the division were moved forward {o.„Tani- 
bia; and the mortars and. howitzers were conveyed across tbo,Baduritains to 
th^’same place, by means of elephants. The next day a strong working- 
party was employed on the pathway to Old Wassota, up the mountain, to 
complete the work commenced on the 1st; and some light gun^ai|d amma- 
nition were got up. The Rajali of Satara, whose family were confined hare, 
arrived in the camp, and a detachment of rifles and auxiliary horse were 
sent iBkto the jungles, to search for eighteen elephants that had been carried 
off, by their keepers, from Pandaughur, immediately before that place was 
reduced. On the 5th, the.battery from Old Wassota opened with good effect, 
and one of the largest buildings in the place was fired by the bombardment. 
The garrison returned few shots from their large guns, but kept up an unremit- 
ting fire from their ginjauls and small arms, and were all day busily employed 
in improving their ^%nces. The bombardment continued on the 6th, when, 
it being found that the previous arrangements had been insufficient to inti? 
roidate the Killedar, the pioneers were directed to compkte the road from 
the camp, for the advance of the battering-guns. This was, Jipweyer, un- 
necessary; for on the following morning the garrison 8Ui:t^nde3?ed 
ditionally, and a company of Bombay Native in^ntry took ^ss^on fif 
the, fort. The loss of the enemy amounted to seventeen kUled;^£'"^unded, 
and that of the British force to four only. Among the pri|^|erif*libeiated, 
were the two officers. Cornets Morison and 

been already noticod (p. 71), and who were rost^Ao tli^lpr^ 


soeie^, af^r an almost hopeless confinem^. • T^€^-were& 
the |)arty advamcing to receiye possession of the place^ an^ 
some intii^d^^riends ; ‘Imt snch w?«. their' «dWe4 app^ 
quencj^ of ffieir past hardships, , thaC th'|y we^scarce’ 
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This circumstanicle orily-lieiglrtfeS^ ; W so singular a raeetin? 

which was inexpresiibre for sevenil moiiieht's. 'The impression was so 
pathetic, as ta^xtead M fhfe common' soldiers, who* witnessed the scene 
and testifieH how.inhch they participated in the event by an acclamation,’ 
as sincere as it ,w^ c|ftm6rou8. . - , : ^ 

Great imfittonce'wai-itoched to the fall of Waasota, it beiog conei- 
dered, by the inhabitahte of the Poonah territory, as one of the strongest 
fortresses of the Peishwah, and therefore one of his treasure depftts. On Madras and 
account of its supposed' strength and remote situation, he likewise made it ' 
the place of confinement of the Rajah’s family, who were liberated on the 
present occasion, and accompanied him to the seat of his Government. A 
recollection of the last siege of ibis place may afford some notion of its 
strength; for it then held out nearly eleven months, in the hands of a rebel, 
against the Peishwah^s army of ten thousand men, commanded by Gokla, 

Ids best general ; and ultimately surrendered, when no great progress was 
made in the siege, beyond the establishment of batteries. The 7th was 
uccupied in the removal of the mortars and guns, from the batteries, back 
to the park, and in preparations for recrossing the mountains. This was 
effected during the two following days; and on the lOth, the force returned 
to Satara, having reduced the fortress of Parlee by the detachment of a 
party of infantry under a Native officer, to whom it surrendered. The 
detachment of rifles and auxiliary horse, which had been sent off a few days 
before, rejoined with the elephants they had gone in search of, after a most 
fatiguing and long march among the hills. At Satara, the Bombay troops, 
excepting the 7th Native infantry, were encamped separately from those of 
Madras; and the Rajah was formally placed, by the Commissioner, oh the 
msmtd, with the usual ceremonies, at which the Brigadier-general and the 
I'riucipal officers of the force attended. On the 11th of April there was a 
bait, during which visits of ceremony were exchanged with the Rajah ; . and 
ou the 12th,’ the forte recommenced its return towards the southward, by 
the Valley of the Upper Kistnah, for the reduction of more forts during its 
progress to join Brigadier-general Munro. 

On the secoPdjjfiarch Jronj Satara, the encampment was at Mussoor, Junciion wini 
which fort, as weU ;as tfisi hill of Wasaufttghur/ surrendered in the rai Munr* 

course of the day.-^On* arriving at KOtar, on the 14th,' the garrisons of Kola 
and Seedasheeghur abandoned tKdse places. At 6opergaum, on the follow- 
‘ogday, the s^brifis^OQS were received ofMachendurghur, BatteC SCraollee, 
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Iskmpoor, Wanghy, and Walwa; and garrison® wete .esJabUshed 

thPse as well as in the other places. From hence ^e;rnarcM waMeB^?^ted. 
Su. ilrmi^on, hy uia^poor. At«. ana Sa^ed™ W»^MS 
naollee, where, on the 22d, the junction was formed with BngnJie^^enel^ 
Munro’s head-quarters. Tho. rapid fall of so many placOT - vett&e^ a well, 
known observation, that, as long as there is no army to keep the feld, the,,^ 
forts will quickly snbmit ; for now they seemed to want only h^Eefence, for 
surrendering. ■ A party of Peons was even formed equal to this M „ 

Bri^^adier-generai Munro did not fail to embrace the opportuniij^esfci, 
blisWng them throughout the country within the ^ 

ing impression. Among others was the hill-fort of Kalla Njjn^idroog, , 
about, twenty-five miles west of Bclgaum, containing a garrison of toe 
hundred and fifty men, who surrendered, on the 22d, to a party of i^re- ^ 

gulars, detached early in the month to invest it. - ^ k ‘ 

The Native infantry, with Brigadier-general Munro s force,, had been 
very much reduced, in consequence of the numerous detachments he, had 
been obliged to make for the occupation efforts, and for escorts; and 
it has been seen that, of Europeans, he was always deficient, having been 
obli<^ed to avail himself of the volunJ^ajy. and meritorious conduct oC,the 
detachment of dragoons, who acted both as aftiUery and grenadiers. He. 
was therefore unable to push the war, with any prospect of-success, a^ms 
an enemy, which might take the field, or occupy a ^rtified jiohiti^ with- 
many guns and regular corps of foot. The junction «f Bng^pr-gmral 
Pritzler’s’ division of the Reserve, supplied him with these iheans^; and the 
return of Bajee Rao’s infantry and park to the Beemah, offered bm a 
respectable and worthy object for their empliryment. The 
joined from Satara were, the two companies of artillery. under,LiMtehant- 
colonel Dakymple; the European flank battalion, composed - 

four regiments, who, notwithstanding the difficulties of mamtaidic^ lph|. ■ 
state of regularity, a corps composed of various details, had 
able throughout the service, under Major Giles’s command^or tfimr d . 
pline and order, as for their gallantry; the fow *^"*P^?*‘*^ t 

2d battalion of the 22d Native infantry, the 2d battalion 
Native infantry, and a detachment of pionll^rs. J 

and two mortars were likewise brought from the Bomba| 
a desirable acquisition, considering the unserviceable stete^ 
heavy gtms had been reduced at Belgaum.; 



' < Country. ‘ 2^9 

Thfe^folce airi|;25th, to ^ve time for the arrivabjw^ch . 

of the scalu^«4^e»B^l*&m Bel^um, and to orglftize its sfevm-al parts for an T 

immediatd Aarch ^.the BeemaH j where, on the 25th, Bajee Kao’s infantry 
and guns were^ttainped south-south-west df Sholapoor. The march was 
recommenced, on ^e 26th of April, by Ryebaugh ana Ynapoor, near which 
place the iCistnah river 'hras crossed. From hence the route was pursued, with- 
out intermissibnvor hal,t, >y Partanelly, Zettee, and Gardee, to Seedapoor, 
on the Beemah; which was paSssed on the 7th of May ; while the enemy 
fell back on^holapoor, to make their final stand. On the next day, the 
force crossed the Seena, at Pattree ; and, on the 9th, took up ground within 
two miles of th6 enemy’s fjosition, whi^h Brigadier-general Munro imme- 
diately and closely reconnoitred with a squadron of dfagoons, half the 
flank battalion and rifles, with the flank companies of the remaining corps, 
under a continual fire from the place. A summons, with an offer of terms, 
had been previously sent forward by a Native officer* who was cruelly 
murdered by Arabs under the walls. The Fort of Sholapoor is an oblong (Pia„ «.) 

of considerable area, with a wall and fausst-braye of substantial masonry, 
flanked by capacious round towars. A broad and deep wet ditch surrounds 
die place, and the north 9hd east sides are covered by an extensive petUih, 
sHiTcniiKkd by a good waif,' and divided in the same manner into two parts, 
of wliich one is immediately contiguous to the fort. To the southward, 
conwuuuicating with Uie ditch, is a tank, surrounded on three sides by a 
mound, which, in it's extent, formed a respectable breastwork to the enemy’s 
position under,^the walls. Their force, thus strongly posted, amounted to 
fight hundred and fifty horse, five thousand five hundred and fifty foot, in- 
cluding twelve hiindred Ardtis, and fourteen guns, independent of the gar- 
nsou, estimated at one . thousand. Major de Pinto, a country-born de- 
scendant «f Europeans^ commanded the regular infantry ; and the Native 
chief, named Giinput ilao Phansee, was the hereditary commandant of the 
Peishwah’s artiltCTy'. ' ' ^ 

This oDicw, |l^iiaed-vChey^ Sjjng^ was i>ubidar of the 2cl battalion of the 4'th regiment, and 
luid been, on seated jfer the performance of a similar 

‘ JbVi OB account of |k^in^ar aod aefAress. The reader will be gratified by Icm ning, , 

‘it his next Ijoir bjrtbe Gov'euatoent, in gratitude for the 

Bt-votion to their serVftciei"^' 
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Escalade of the 
Pettah . 


(fli «•) 


Guii: 

( 2 , 2 .) 

■ r'-fa.s.j 


’At thfee o'clcifck in themomiijg of tb© 10th-<)f 
destined for the attack began to get under arms. 24 

12th Madras, and the 2d battalion of the 7th Bombay Mfive 
' the exception of their flank companies, remained in charge bf the oaP*^^^,der 
Lieutenant-colonel Fraser. The remaihing troops were fobied in 'the 
ing order. For the escalade of the pettah walls, under thfe^gnei^l d^g ’, 
of Colonel Hewitt, two columril, commanded by Lieutenant-cbloiual 
and Major Giles, each composed of two European flank ‘Cetnpanitfej rityd ; 
companies of rifles, one incomplete battalion of Native infentry, ;and W* 

' company of pioneers. For the support of the esdai^e,'. a reserve,, under ^ 
the personal command of Brigadier-general PritzlefiCbnsidtbd'of, a liji^dront 
and a half of dragoons with gallopers, two Europeatt.flank com|)aniOT^^ur: 
Native flank companies, four six-pounders, and two howitzers. Thb’ma- 
lading columns took up positions at the distance of one thousand ^yards 
from 'the point of attack, till the day broke ; when they moved briskly for- 
ward, preceded by the pioneers, carrying scaling-ladders, while the reserve, 
from a position opposite the same face, opened a smart fire on the front and 
flanking defences. < The ladders were planted with promptitude; and. the < 
heads of both columns topped the walls at the same moment. As-sooh as 
a sufficient number of men were formed by each, possession was*taken of 
the towers to the right and left, pities were sent to open the, gates, and 
the whole entered in a short time. The right column; upder Li|utenant- 
colonel Newall, followed the course of the wall by the right; hj^ying 
gained that which divides the pettah, occupied three large hopies iii the 
quarter contiguous to the fort. Major Giles, with the left co^^njj. (jvhich 
was accompanied by Colonel Hewitt,) separated into wbid 

one kept along the wall on the left, and the other 
street to the opposite extremity, after forcihg the gate ' 

pettah. The outer gate was also forced open, and the 
of which here rejoined, passed through, and dislodgedi^l^^ 
of a company of<European grenadiers, a pnfty^bf '^e 
* neighbouring suburb- , ' 

"While these events occurred withih Jhe 
left his pp.s\tibn neaf .the fort, and ^ 

placed himself, with, seven guns and a 
bpposi^|,itPjb0 febrve, on which be 


general <Mhaiib 4 hhdiDg himself netith^*' ®^hg»®h6u^i| 
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position, to.si^e‘Dce tbe fires, withdrew the 

reserve s Colonel. ||ewitt for 

reinforpe^^^i i89fi|i^.i^a';atrivedi';0ne^OT'the enemy’s tutiibjils bleVv^jp, 
and the <|^o|^n%^yrasrc^DisfiJered favourable for atthclfing them with the 
bayonetr ^gWie^eoeM Potzlef headed the tiragoons, and Lieutenant- 
colonel DalrytapWUm.'i^a»try;?jok^^ by, the artillery-men from the guni 
while Brigh3ie1^,eiier^' IVl nnk) directed the- charge in person, cheered 
vociferously by j;he^ Boropeans, whose delight at the veteran’s presence 
among them, .Qa; !8ncb ,»n occasion, was an excuse for the noisy freedom 
with which bewa#> hailed. The enemy, in the mean while, , had lost their 
commander, tvho v^ severely,\rounded^, and their second in command billed 
by a cannon-shot. "They began to draWW their guns, but not in time to pre- 
vent three of them from falling into the hands of the reserve, while their foot 
were driven into a garden and inclosures, from whence they maintained a 
fire of musquetry. At this ' time Lieutenant-colonel Newall joined with a 
reinforcement of Europeans and rifles from the pe«aA; and immediately 
attacked and dislodged them. The enemy retreating to their original posi- 
tion, near the fort, passed the south pettah gate, of which, at this time. 
Colonel Hewitt was in possession. He being seasonably Joined by a field- 
piece, ran it out, and opened it quickly, to their gfeat annoyance. A gate 
leading into the inner psttah was taken possession of by a company of the 
noth regiment, and three companies of Native infantry ; but the range of 
their position being found by an enemy’s gun, and their small arms from 
behind cover, it was abandoned, and the troops confined to the occupation 
uf the main streefr and the avenues leading into it.- The enemy maintained 
possession of such parts of the pettah as their matchlocks from thfc fort 
could reach;, and the remaindef continued to be occupied by the British 
troops. The, rtseryet; returned to camp, which had in the mean while 
changed ground, from the jvest to the north side of the place, and was here 
joined by Doolfo ^{^b^iafrofficer in the Nizam’s service, with eight hundred 

irregulars, of whpm three hundred ..were horse. >• . 

Some faint “attemifts wete friade by the garrison, during the day, to extend 
t ®ir possessi^h of i|ib / W these proving finsnccessful. their friends 
Without evinced.^tfe|^g}i of theirqwsition, jthe Security of which 

became doubtf^^^^o^|^ the foregooo’. 'As soda as intimation of 

rs movement -v|?i^f^^yed:j)i|^xi!mp» thV<ie^achment- of dragoons, and 

** tttstiy auxilmri^^^qi^ .<tWQ‘ i|raUopetii^dhs, were 
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under Brigadier-general Pritzler; and Doolie KhanV horse wai?; directed to 
follow as quickly as possible. T|^e enemy were not overtaken nelifer 
seven miles from the camp; for they Ixad left their j^na b^|i^ in 

order that their flight might not be impeded. The gaHpjpera o^ehfd^ W 
their rear with grape, while a half-squadron took ground Oti each oj; 
the retreating column, which maintained an unsteady of matcH^Ss. 
When the half-squadron came in contact with the enemy, thC guns lilhfeed 
UJ3, and ibllqwed as a reserve with the remaining half-s^ad^on aniiodolie 
Khan’s horse,, till these, likewise, and the auxiliary horse, joined in the gene* 
ral destruction of this ill-advised body. It was co^npletely dispersed before 
night put an end to the pursuit on the banks of the Seetia river; and near a 
thousand were left dead on the field*. Subsequent account's represent tho»| 
wdio remained, and who might be considered annihilated as a nSjitary 
seeking their homes in small parties, not exceeding ten or fijfteen mi3n, 
many of whom were wounded. The cavalry got back to their lines at ten 
o’clock that night, and thus closed this eventful day, the various operations 
of which, in rapid succession, miglit rival the artful bustle of the last act of 
a play. ' 

Brigadier-general Pritzler, in reporting his successful pursuit of the 
enemy, states that, after the charge, the men “ made use of their pistols; ’ 
and, in fact, all the regular cavalry in India, both European and Native, 
adopt the same practice. The best writers on cavalry service in Europe, 
consider the sword as its proper and primary arm, for execution atnonga 
broken enemy, as well as for the charge; and so much has' the pistol been 
regarded as an emergeut reserve only, that, with light-horse, it has been 
proposed there should be only one allowed to each individual The expe- 
rience of many campaigns goes, however, to prove that;pj:Q^t .toecutioQ is 
to be done in India by the pistol; and the neglect of the a^^o^ arise 
from a cause not prevailing in Europe. Almost every soldier in the ser- 
vice of a Native Power, has his head secured by n^any ^fqlds of cotton 
cloth, which not only pass round, but likewise over it, and uiider the 
chin ; and a protection for the back of the neck is provided of similar ma- 
terials. The jacket is composed of cotton, thickly quilted, l^tween bloths, 
and so slibstantial as almost to reta:m the shaipe of the ^tin’ ar- 
mour. ITo penetrate this covering with^the edge of thb ^ 

done only by the practice of cutting;^hich iorrns pf 

of regular bavalry in the British t wherpas it 
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essential point l»y,an irrfegnlat horseman. Jn this, the most difficult part is 
not only to apply the edge directly, but , to carry it through, which may 
confidently be declared to be impracticable *, or the result of chance, with 
the supple wrist pre.scribed in the British sword-exercise. The Native 
practice jipt only prescribes, a stiff wrist, but a stiff, though not a straight, 
elbow, fbt a^eut that shall Usable ; but this supposes an adversary on the 
same level, and is not the case of cavalry against infantry. As the sword is 
thus held, moti^ of; it proceeds from the shoulder: the distance from 
thence to the bi|t becomes the radius of a revolving circle, of which the 
blade forms part of the periphery ; and on this principle, the application of 
its edge ensures to it all the power of a wheel in mechanics, by which the 
hardest substance is penetrated. This is no untried theory, but the ex- 
planation of an efficacious practice, introduced by its own utility among a 
people incapable of referring it to any scientific principle. All the manual 
ofdiawing and returning the sword, inevitably deprives it of sharpness, 
and leaves it incapable of putting an adversary hors de combat; which 
circumstance will probably suggest the expedient of preferring the use of 
the point. Unfortunately, however, the present dragoon sword is incapa- 
ble of entering a cotton-quilted jacket by that means, in consequence, like- 
wise, of its elasticity, and the broadness of its point. It is trusted that 
this explanation will account for the prevailing use of the pistol, which has 
i itiveii rise to this digression, and may likewise point out the means of re- 
, storing to the sword its rightful importance. The strength of a British arm 
1 sufficient, perhaps, to drive even a blunt and broad point, with ail the 
s advantage of indirectness arising from a curved blade ; but if, by daily 
cleaning, this becomes easily flexible, it will bend beneath the impelling 
force, instead of overcoming the opposed resistance. That national weapon, 

I tied for the lyorld’s aWe, is blunf enough, but straight forward ; and as uti- 
j^^en ing as the stubborn souls, and nervous arms, whose proper instrument 
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'f N<i time was lost, after the attack ' of the ./ 


s^e, considerable cover, and the ditch' beHili^ th^e par _ ^ 

11th, a battery of one mortar, on6 hbwitSlV, arid'^t^o %i3{-p6\|ii( 
established behind the burid of the tank, to keep thh’*eh'hfe'y 
walls, and to afford cover to the wbrking-partie^Jtod h^y^:^ecP|^i 
was further enlarged, on the same evening, for three^addii^iital. 


which opened on the following morning with some (Sffecti^.^On^tliie iSlIii 



m.. 


I an 


approach was made towards the fort, and the commetica^aft ofa l^re^hihg- 
battcry was laid, under covet bf the fire from the mortars yhc^ six-^tihders ; 
the practice from which, on this day, was so admirahre, Ss to si|ehce the 
enemy at many points. An eufilading-battery was also marked out,f(|f two 
twelve-pounder.s and two six-potmders, and was half-finished towaras even- 
ing, while the garrison were busily employed in throwing up retrenchments. 
This, as well as the breaching-battery, was completed during the night: * 
and both opened, on the morning of the t4th, with unremitting vigour. 
By noon, the breach of the outer wall was reported practicable ; and at the 
same time the enemy, viewing the . rapid progress which had heen made, 
sent out to demand terms. They were promised security for themselves 
and private property, with which they marched out on the follovying morn- 
ing. The principal officers .received passports to proceed to Pobnah, and 
the troops dhspersed to their several homes. The number of gups in the 
fort, from a one to a forty-two pounder, amounted to thirty-sdven, includ- 
ing eleven field-guns; besides which, there were thirty- nihe -wall-piecfs, 
from a orie-pounder to three-pounders. The reduction of this respectable 
and important fort deprived Bajee Rao’s troops of tlt||eir lasflt^yiilg^point in 
the Southern Mahratta country ; while the losses they had Btiffeifeol idurinii 
the operations at this place, completely disheartened dlll th^ abettors uf ;j 
their cause. The loss of the British troops, ^ 6f. thdv*^^my,,occu»ed ' 
almost entirely on the 10th, and amounted to one hundredJ,a^atvvo ni^*, io: 

' eluding four officers, which, however, to be regretted/ 
incommensurate with the service performed. . . ' ' ' 


ide Appendix Q, 
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No territory of sjjoil^r exteurt in Indian or perhaps in any part of the consideration, 
world, possessed so ra^y fortresses as that which belonged to the Peish- o?Mah™u"‘'“' 
wall before the war. Of this multiplied'number of strong holds, the cause 
must be sought in the nature of the country, colnbined with events in the 
liistory of its inhabitants. The first of these causes appears insufficient ; for 
the country, including the Western Ghats, both north and south of the tract 
in (juestion, differs immaterially from it, in general feature and construc- 
tion, without bei^ marked by the same efforts of human art; and with 
regard to the last cause, its peculiarity consists principally in its being the 
cradle of the Mahratta Power. The author possesses no historical memoirs 
which record the origin of such numerous fortified places, many of which 
are indubitably Mahratta-built. Arguing, however, from the history of 
j other nations who have existed on distant conquests, and maintained for 
; this purpose large armies of horse, the Mahrattas will appear a singular 
I cxccj)lion to the general conduct, under similar circumstances. That they 
I recpiired strong holds, in the commencement of their power, when they sub- 
j sisted principally on the plunder of the plains, in which they were too W'cak 
to maintain themselves, permanently, against the Mussulman forces in the 
Deckaii, is natural and comprehensible. Subsequently, however, they have 
never been attacked in their fortresses by a Foreign Power, till they came 
ill contact wdth the British Establishments in India. In their early history,' 
they acrpiired some places by force, and many by artifice. When their 
power became established, and subsequently disunited, many new places 
ol strength were constructed ; but their wars of sieges almost entirely oc- 
ciiiTcd in their internal dissensions. 

The importance of fortified places in a State, is a question which has imporunce .a 
been freely discussed, since the art of their attack and defence has been gcnaX 
brought to its present state of perfection. Immediately after the French 
Revolution, it was fashionable to decide against their utility, in consequence 
of the little opposition they made to the inundation of French armies and 
french warfare. But these means of conquests must be considered as only 
accidental ; for they proceeded out qf a state of things which rarely occurs, 
which no Government can produce at pleasure, and which paralyzed the 
conduct ot the defetiijipg,. as mueb as it invigorated the efforts of the offend- 
•og party. The rapid’^oepupation, therefore, either of Italy or Spain, can- 
oot be tijjben as conclusive bn tj^iS subject ; and when the affairs of Europe 

' ' '2 It 
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began to seek their natural state, armies, against jyfiich, under^ ot{ie|^^ 
cumatances, the fortresi^es on their line of march wou^ have been satisi^^ 
'witli a few discharges of artillery, w;ere now detained from other operatioji^ 
by tedious, an^ occasionally unsuccessful sieges. Those of Cad^, Pant* 
zig, Sarragossa, and Hamburgh, may be siifficent instahces for^the^res^nt 
purpose; and the advantage derived from the reduction oif those wbich fell 
may at best be questionable, when compared with the pribl^ of the purchs^se. 

- There are few countries so circumstanced, that theif arn^ can n>aintairi the 
field against a powerful invasion, without forts to contain and secure its 
supplies. The reduction of these becomes, therefore, in general, the first 
step of the offensive operations; as their support, by every practicable 
means of reinforcement or diversion, is the object of the defensive measures. 
It is observed in return, and with truth, that every frontier, pV other pl^ce 
reduced, becomes the means of further conquest, in the hands of the in- 
vader, and the point of a new base for the prolongation of his line of opera- 
tions. But it must not be forgotten, that the gaining time, in defensive 
war, is the most important acquisition, from a variety of causes, both poli- 
tical and military ; which mfiky, and probably will, more than compensate 
for the loss of a fort gained by the enemy with breached ramparts, broken 
counterscarp, filled ditch, ruined interior, and expended stores, with 
the necessary and disproportionate injury of a large army, .compared 
to the numbers of a garrison. There is no doubt, however, thiat on a 
question liable to be affected by an endless variety of circumstances, the 
ingenuity and extensive knowledge of modern days will be able Ho bring 
forward so many arguments on both sides, as may well, suspend the judg- 
ment of, at least, the careless reflector. The gen.eiral opiniem of States, 
however, from the earliest to the latest times, as declai:ed in, their ep*^cluct, 
has been favourable to the importance of fortresses, ,notwitbst0u]^ing the 
heavy expense of their maintenance, or original construcJi<i^> 
never been effected in the course of a single century, 
pprtance of fortified places be granted, the priority of p(^SQ6si'M seamf to 
secure their advantage ; for, in fact, the argument deri\(e<J/ri]^'' their 
bility to be taken, applies, in a certain degree, to every defeWlj^ 
of war, ox e\en of the individu8d% ; 

Application of This reasoning is, perhaps, more applica1:}te to to 

tiou'^ to the where the boundaries of governments have been s!0 ^ ^9 

iLco mia. ppgpimjgj tlje fortification of a frontier, had that mea 3 ure' 4 ^jM«<j|ny paf*; 
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; of their prinbiple of aefenpe. But it does not appear to have been ever 
, thought of; nor would it ha^e been suitable to their conduct in other re- 
^ spects. A system b^jr which a foreign enemy shall be detained on a fron- 
[ tier, byjong foresight and provisipus for the security of the internal re- 
sources, and pfotec^ibn of the inhabitants, of a kingdom, ’is, indeed, little 
compatible with> conduct which desolates the country, and plunders the 
subject, thrt^ugh ihaitfention, misriilc, or a temporary policy, which seldom 
looks beyond the present exigency. Under such circumstances, in India 
as in every part of the world, the strongest holds will be in the recesses of 
a kingdom, instead of its exposed parts. They will be considered places 
of security for the treasures,, families, and lives of the chief and other 
officers of the governmerit, in cases of emergency, more than as military 
positions to ensure the possession of the country. The revolutions of time 
have thrown, indifferently, on the skirts, and in the interior of the existing 
political divisions of India, extensive fortresses. These, when bhilt, were 
the very heart and last stake of a principality ; but they have been allowed 
to run to decay on losing their original destination. The number of forts 
ill India, which are in perfect repair, is very few, compared with the nu- 
merous rums scattered throughout its kingdoms— a state which has arisen, 
!is well from the expense attending their maintenance, as from their inuti- 
lity, and defective plan and construction. Many of these were considered, 
in their day, as completely impregnable, except when stratagem* occasion- 
ally succeeded ; but European science, enterprise, and perseverance, have 
removed the dlusioO'; and the Natives of India have seen places of the 
least imposii^ appearance make the greatest resistance. The possession 
if fortified mountain-summits, towering in the air, inspired a garrison, in 
ormer times, with a contempt of all coercive endeavours to reduce a place 
with a single and narrow avenue, guarded by unscalable precipices, and, 
to all appearance, remote from the reach, of batteries. They might even be 
tempted to address their besiegers, in the language used to Alexander by 


for to die infro'^uction of systematic attack of fortified places in Europe, the history 
fcriiu of successful stratagem; and the* Natives of India were equally 

winicr"' for.the reduaion places which resisted thq|r foercive attempts. • Among 

"liratioiK g**^*^®** ‘be capture of Iliyas by officer of the l^mperor Acbers, is worthy of ad- 

>ti ftiore * ^Ways preferred cunning to force, and was successful 

art instances thau ofPoonadur. 
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the garrison of Sogdia, who tauntingly enquired “ whether fur- 

nished himself with winged soldiers for the storming of that rock? for 
otherwise they had no cause to be afraid, it being out of the power ofoall 
other mortals to ascend it by force." The capture of Gwalmr * 1780 

was not dissimilar to that of the Sogdian rock; and the Mysore war of 
1791-2 demonstrated to India,, that hill-forts are as contemptible, consi- 
dered as places of strength, as they are useless lor the purposes depot. 
It has been seen, in the course of this Narrative, with what rapidity nume- 
rous hill-forts were reduced ; and more instances remain to be related. 
The place which made the longest resistance was Belgaum, and evinced the 
importance, even in Indian warfare, of a fortreas in the piatn. The t,m. 
was, when a sinriiar post was of eqnai importance to the Bpt.sh possesstont; 
and daring the prevalence of a system of oeconomy, which leaves ever, 
Ihrt, with few exceptions, to dilapidate, under a reasonable conMence m 
the efficacy of a well-organized army, it may not be nnsalutary, if, with all 
the change of circumstances, an occasional reflection be given to the incal- 
culable Mwices of a few garrisons, during the arduous campaigns of General 
r.ootc. 


. See llennoirs Memoir of a Ma,, of Hindoos.an, p. 231. 4to edition. The note mwliichffi 
related dte escalade of this place by Major Bruce, under Colonel Popliam s command, is toolon? 
L insertion here, but worthy of reference as an instance of a well-concerted surprise gallaiid, 

exccutod. 



CHAPTER VII. 


SUBJUGATIOJf OF fHF KOKUN, AND THE NORTHERN PARTS OF THE 

POONAH TERRITORY. 

. - % ' 

Operations oj JJeutdfi ant -colonels Kennedy and Irnlach from Serief'ndroog and Mulwan. 
March of Colonel Prather's Detachment to Uyghnr. Capitulation of the Fortress. 
Its former Importance. Dislocation of the Kohm Field Force. Return of the Reserve 
to Dharwar and Ilooblee. Detachments in the Jooneer and Ahmednuggur Districts. 
Sir Thomas Hislop's Return to the Aladras Presidency. March of Lieutenant-colonel 
Mac DowelVs Detachment to the Khandesh Ghats. Siege and Capture of Rajdeir. 
luantennarch to the Godavery. Siege and Surrender of Trimbuck. Inadequacy of 
the Means of further Operations. Defence of Soangheir. Description of Ma! ley gaum. 
Invest ment and Construction of the Batteries. Unsuc^ssful Assault of the 2[)th of Maq. 
Abandonment of the Attack of the West Face. Successful Operations after the Arrival 
of the Bombay Train. Comparisonof the Force of both Parties and Loss of the Besiegers, 
ih'itlilies of an Fngincer. Lieutenant-colonel Mac Dowell's Detachment assumes its 
Mofhoon Posilion. 

IhERE were four independent detachments engaged at the same time 
111 the reduction of Bajee Rao's forts. The relation of the fall of those 
which submitted to Brigadier-generals Munro and Pritzler has been con- 
cluded in the last Chapter; and there remains now to be described the sub- 
jugation of such as were in the Kokun, on the Upper Godavery, and in 
Khandesh. 

The operations of Lieutenant-colonel Prothers detachment have been 
brought up to the 17th of March (p. 248), when a British garrison was 
placed in the fort of Koarree, on the summit of the Western Ghats, 
hence, its future objects lay in the low country, where already some con- 
hnnd but successful operations had been conducted by Lieutenant-colonels 
lu ach and Kennedy, the oflScers commanding at Malwan and Severndroog. 
"s place had been taken . by a small detachment from Lieutenant-colonel 
1 others force, before" it ascended the Ghats ; and was established as the 
‘oad-quarters of a newly-raised battalion, into which were judiciously 


ions ot 

Lieutenant-Co- 
lonels Kenne- 
dy and Irnlach 
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droog and 
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(Map VI.) 
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March Licu- 
tcnantT^oloncl 
Prother’s De- 
tachment to 

Hyjhur. 


received the unfortunate deserters, whom the ijer3eeutii^:^^u'^% 
PcishSsrah’s officers to their families had induced to qu^ thelfr- eoroujig; 
When Lieutenant-colonel Kennedy found himself in sufflfciehl 
the aid of a party of Europeans and of men from the Cruizers^ff i 

he attacked the fc^ of Muddunghur, and took it by surpi^se,^with*a trifling 
loss, on the 1 5th of February. The' fort of Ramghur w^ia||n by hkalafle 
on the 4th of March; and its fall being followed hfffl^^iniii^dfdte 
cuation of Paulghur, the whole country befween the Bancdbmd Anjen- 
wail rivers fell into British polfeession. These eventS;Wet§ fidlotyed/dii the 
Hth of March, by the surrender of Raussnlghur T but neigtibeurihg 
hill-forts of Thomanghur and Myputghur were too imposing -and too re- 
solute to be attacked, with any prospect of success, by such U^fed means 
as were at the Lieutenant-colonel’s disposal, after establishi^-' So many 
small garisons as he was obliged to detach. Oolonel Imlach was-^S little 
prepared for offensive measures; and owing to his insu^ciency of force, 
and the total want of heavy guns, he had been obliged to tolerate the ex- 
istence of an enemy’s post in the neighbouring fort of Seedghur till (he 
month of March, when adveiCise winds obliged a detachment of his'Majesty’s 
89th regiment, bound for Bancoot, to put into Malwan, ' Tlie Lieutentint- 
colonel directed their immediate disembarkation, and renewed the designs 
he had formerly been obliged to abandon. He was in a Condition toinovc 
to Scedghur on the 15th; and on the next day opened a battfery, which, 
b^^ noon, produced so much effect on the wall, that the garrison evacuafetl 
by the opposite side. On the 28th, he proceeded to Bhug^ntghur ; where, 
on the same day, having driven in the enemy’s ontpoSts^^hat place wi 
likewise abandoned. Its fall was followed by that of Dedghur, which was 
evacuated; and of Ramghur, Compta, and Acbeera, which eapithlated on 
the first appearance of the detachment, by this means placed jn full occu- 
pation of the province of Salsee. No further service of ^itbpottahee offered 
in this quarter beyond the dislodgement of a bo*dy of the ene^y, Vho’, from 
a position on the opposite bank of the Deoghur river, the 

shipping; and the detachment of the 89th was re-embarked for;^:^fiCoot, 

to join Lieutenant-colonel Prother, now engaged before ICj'ghu^.^ ^ 

- This fort was represented as one of the strongest^^ Bhdijft^ and^i 
tained> for the defence of its extensive Vvorksi- one thousaim 
many wdrd Arabs; From the importanei^ attached to it, . 

Rao Was placed there for her better security, with coi}siderab^|)rpp^^y- 
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But it becawe nece^sa^ to^reduce some smaller places, before Ryghur could 
i be immediately invested the siege of whiefe-more troops wouW pro- 
j bably be requipd. than were now under y^Hten^t-colonel ProtherVeom- 
: mand. When the ordnance and commissariat departments Vere in a proper 
state for further operations, they were dispatched by the Boar Ghat as the 
nidst practicable f^j carriages, and the troops descended by that of Jam- 
boosarrah, as thevpist direct. On the 12th of Aprife both divisions re- 
. joined at Paullee, wherfthey halted till the 14th, on account of the extreme 
fatigues incurred by the ordnance departmefit, in surmounting the many 
obstacles opposed to its progress. As the force continued its march to 
Telia, it was, occasionally, opposed by small posts of the enemy. One of 
I these, on the evening of the 16tb, was taken by a reconnoitriftg party ; and 
J 00 tl>e 17th, a stronger body, behind a stockade near Indapoor, was suc- 
cessfully attacked by a detachment under Captain Rose, of his Majesty’s 
8'Jib regiment. His party consisted of the light company of that corps, and 
the Hank companies of the 1st battalion of the 5th Native infantry. After 
nroperly disposing them for this service, he carried the post at all' points; 
dole a party of Guickwar horse succeeded in ming up some fugitives, and 
taking some prisoners, among whom was a Chief of distinction.*' From this 
phicc to Telia the road being extremely difficult for guns, the Lieutenant- 
colonel. with a small detachment, proceeded, bn the 18th, without them, 
and found the place evacuated. Goorsalla, in its vicinity, after a few dis- 
c!i.u-es, followed the example ; and both forts were found well supplied 
« !th provisions and ammunition. Mauiighur, a hill-fort near the foot of the 
(ibats, was likewise taken possession of by a detachment sent for that 
purpose. The force moved from Indapoor to Mahar, on the 23d ; and 
during the night. Major Hall, of his Majesty’s 89th regiment, with a de- 
tachment of two hundred Europeans, and as many Sepoys, was sent to ex- 
amine. the immediate environs of Ryghur, which was now within a moderate 
distance. At dfty-break, on the 24th, he drove in the enemy’s hrst post, 
aud ioiind, near, the pettah, a body of about three hundred drawn up to 
I oppose him. These he charged and routed, killing about twepty, with the 
jss of three men ,of the 89^h, wounded. Having placed a p^^ty in posses- 
of the pe/to^vhe fell back, with the detachment, three miles, for 
I ^ter.,, A party of Guicl^war horse, at the same time brought in 

^nae cainel§, hot^^ iand^lju) elephants, from an excursion to a few miles 

I “'stance. ;".s. " 
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On the 25th, the camp was established as near Ryghur as the ground 
admitted, and the place was invested without loss of time by the separation 
of the force into several detachments ; an arrangement which was also in- 
dispensable, on account of the scarcity of water at any one point. A small 
post, on the ridge of the hill, was driven in, and a battery for mortars con- 
structed, with so narrow a front, owing to the confined nature of the situa- 
tion, that they were necessarily placed on the line of each dther’s fire. The 
want of sufficient force was calculated to delay the operations against this 
place, and thus to defer the period of its submission much beyond that of 
the forts which had previously surrendered. Under this apprehension, the 
Government of Bombay, with zealous promptitude, sent off a seasonable 
reinforcement of six companies of his Majesty’s 67th foot, which had re- 
cently landed from Goozerat. The arrival of this body, on the 4th of May, 
was followed by the detachment of his Majesty’s 89th regiment from Mal- 
wan ; and while an additional mortar-battery was established on the opposite 
side of the mountain, some heavy howitzers were expected from Bombay. 
In the mean while, however, no exertion was omitted to get up those in l)ie 
camp into suitable positions; and the bombardment was maintained with 
an imreinitftng spirit, which, while it harassed the garrison, inateriully in- 
jured the mortar-beds. During the siege, a body of the enemy from the 
forts of Kangoorree and Pnrtabghur collected in the rear of Lieutenant- 
colonel Prother s force, and at length shewed themselves at Pooladpoor, 
near Mahar, on the coast, where there was a British post, ideutenant 
Crosby, who commanded there, immediately inarched against them with 
his detachment, consisting of seventy-five NatiA^e infantry and one hundred 
and forty Guickwar horse, wliose attack j)ut them to flight with the lossol 
twenty killed and fifteen prisoners. A passport was offered to t|ie garrison 
of Ryghur for tlie departure of Bajee Rao’s wife, which being refused, she 
was not permitted to leave the place. On the 7th, a shell having set fire to. 
her habitation, she is said to have had sufficient influence to bring the Kil- 
ledar to consent to a' capitulation, the terms of which were arranged alter , 
an occasionally interrupted negotiation of two days. 

The conditions under which the garrison agreed to evacuate Rygh^^» 
were, the preservation of their arms and private property, permission 
the Killedar Sheikh Abood, and his attendants, to reside at Poons^,. ' 
also the wounded were to remain till cured, and to Bajee Rao^s 
to pass, with her immediate followers, by Poonah.' . fehe wte found, 
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I among the embers bf the^ate conflagration; for she refused to quit the site 
of her previous edifice, and was scarcely sheltered from the jnclemincy of 
the air by a wretched hut, subsequently efecfted for her abode. In this 
situation, however, she affected to maintain the outward shew of princely 
rank ; and on taking her departure for Poonah, she was accommodated 
with the captured elephants and camels, and attended by a guard of honour. 
The remaining ter!hs‘of the capitulation were likewise duly fulfilled, and, 
on the 10th, possession was taken of this famous fortress. Of its former 
^rrandeur, traces aldne were to be discovered ; for every building, one gra- 
nary excepted, had been reduced to ashes by the bombardment. The palace 
of Scvajee, with some religious buildings of contemporary date, had been 
allowed many years since to decay; and the tomb of the founder of the Mah- 
raita Empire was scarcely, and doubtfully discernible. It has been found 
difticiilt, by any description, to give an adequate idea of this extraordinary 
fort, more familiarly known, in Indian history, by the name of Rairree, 
as it is invariably denominated by Orme, who has much mistaken its geo- 
graphical position. At the commencement of the Mahratta power, its un- 
usual dimensions contained an entire army; and all the excursions of Se- 
vajee were made from this place, which was the secure repository of his 
treasures and his plunder. In former* times, to attempt its speedy reduc- 
tion would have been considered as the unavailing effort of insanity, so 
prevalent was the idea of its justly reputed strength, and of the insuperable 
obstacles of its situation. In the fallen fortunes of its master, in the nine- 
teenth century, a period of fourteen days, and a few mortars, protected by 
a small detachment, proved sufficient for its easy capture. 

There still remained in the Kokun, several places of inferior note, such 
as Linginna, Kangoorrec, Chanderghur, and Mypiitghur. Against these 
the force would have been marched, had the advanced state of the season 
admitted of further operations. They were, however, subsequently eva- 
cuuted, or they submitted to deWhments, being useless without the pos- 
session of the surrounding country, which soon after fell quietly under the 
direction of the Civil officers of the British Government, and was only dis- 


was taken at the close of ^the 17 th century by a Mo#?hul General, after a tedious 
and tins event is supposed to have caused the removal of the seat of Mahratta Goveri^ment 

^Suiara. ' / 
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turbed by the incursions of the Ramoossees, a plundering tribe .from the 
bUls While the field force was, on the 21st, at Mhar, where the tram was 
\leposited. and at Kondar dh the .23d. the necessary arrangement ^ in 
nroeress for the return of .the troops Ind their equipments to Bombay ; aad 
Paullee was selected as a favourable position for the cantonment of such 
corps as should stay out the approaching monsoon. These were^ the 1st 
battalion of the 9th, and two companies of the 2d battalion o tlie 
regiment, under the Lieutenant-colonel's command ; and the European 
troops returned to Bombay. 

■ The approaching period of the rains, on the western side of the penin- 
sula, rendered alike necessary the return of the reserve to Dharwar, after 
the fall of Sholapoor. There remained no further service of importance to 
be performed in that quarter. Brigadier-general Munro, therefore, leaving 
theL the Bombay battalion, which was serving with the force, conin.need 
his march, on the 17th of May, in two divisions ; of which, the 2d batulwn 
of the 4lh regiment, with two guns, composing one, under 

Lieutenant-colonel Newall, by Vendee and Beejapoor. Ihe head-quarters 
and remaining corps marched by Sangaollee to Serdone,, where the Briga- 
dier-general left them, on the 2.5th, to meet the Cornmissioner at Sataia. 
On the 30th. he returned to Erroor, on the Kistiiah, where the division <i 
halted since the 2Sth, on which day they, were likewise rejoined by e 
2d battalion of the 4th regiment. It has been seen, that Appah Dessje 
Noepaunkur deferred his submission (p. 27«) till Bajee au s 
tircly broken up. As he thus deprived himself of the advantages 
in tlfe proclamation, it was considered as an indulgence to leave him 
a share of his original possessions. For the scUleinent ol rema.nda, it 
.was necessary that Brigadier-general Munro should march to h ‘ P 
Neepawiiee, which he had long been engaged in fortifying. His ^ 

not yet completed ; and as the force continued in its vicini y 
1st and 2d of June, some officers were sent oyer to P - to a 

bore the character of great strength. The surrender 

detachment havipg completed tke Brigadier-general s pres^tbus.^ly^^^ 
this Chief, the reserve marcKed next morning m the -direction 
where it arrived on the loth, by the route of PadshapOor, 

Dharwar, Lieutenant-colonel Newall, with the 

regiment, resumed possession of the latter place, 
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l,eavy guns anS oljinaace stcires ; and the ^ad-quarters and remaining 

corps cantoned at Hooblee for tteapproaching rains. “ 

On the separation, at Satara, of the Botnbay troops from: those 6f 
Madras;.aCj^^.^e'ftll of W^sota (p. 297), they proceeded^MPbonah, and Ahmed- 
further service in the districts- bordering on the Ghats northvof- that place. S' 

Six companies of the Bbmbay European regiment, one company of foot- 
artillery, and one battalion of auxiliary Nitive infantry, With a respectable ' 

train, marched from: thence on the 24th of Aprih under Major Elridge, to 

ihe northward ; and found, on reaching Joojieer, that it had been evacuated. 

His subsequent reduction of the forts of Hennee, Narasinghur, Ifurry- 
chunder, Chowab, and Joodhun, the two last of which only made a shew of 
opposition, establi^ed the British authority early in May, through the 
whole country south of. the range of hills which separate the Beemah and 
Godavcry rivers. The detachment returned to Poonah on the 16th, from 
whence the 2d battalion of the 15th Madras Native infantry, and a Berar 
battalion, were sent to Punderpoor, to canton for the rains. This move- 
ment formed part of a general distribution of the Poonah force', which took 
l)ldce in the latter end of May, and which, as will be evident from the 
lollowing enumeration of corps and positions, completely occupied the con- 
querefl country : — , . • 

^Head-Quarters of the Force. 

Head-Quarters of the Cavalry Brigade. 

Horse Artillery. 

Remains of Foot Artillery. 

His Majesty's doth Regiment. 

Light Battalion. 

Right Wing of the 1st Battalion of the 7th Bombay Native 
; Infantry. 

S^iara and n;ighboarihff 

Garrisons ^ One Battalion of Bombay Native Infantry. 

'"One Auxiliary Battalion, 

Y Detail of European Artillery. ’ 

^ ^ ^ j One Battalion of Auxiliary, Infantry. 

^ . ,yi ', , , . ^ ^ , N. B. The fiye Companies of the V 7 th Native Infantry 
^ ' to be 8t^tio|iOd here also,’ when rib longer required against 

North W " ' ' ' ^ ^ 

est Hetachmejat, > Oiife Battaliori of Bombay Native Infantry, 
assuck, Jofeeer, ; 

• Party of Captain Swanston's Horsef. ' ^ 


Serroor 
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Poonah, City Canton- 
ments, ,and Dependent J 
Garrisons 


South-East Detachment, ] 
Head-quarters, Pun- 
derpoor 


South-West Detachment, 
below Satara 


{ 


To reduce Dhumagec, J 
Purtaulj Row ] 


Details Of Artillery and Pioneers. 

One Regiment of Light Cavalry. 

One European Regiment. 

Three Battalions of Bombay Native lufantn 

Captain Sherrift ’s Auxilittry Horse. 

Two Six-Pounders. 

One Battalion of Madras Native Infantry, 

One Battalion of Auxiliary Ditto. 

Captain Blake's Battalion of Nizam's Infantry. 

Captain Spiller's Hoi'se. 

Two Six-Pounders. 

One Battalion of Bombay Native Infantry. 

Major Macleod’s Horse. 

The Battalion from Ahmednuggur, with exception of itg 
Outposts. 

Two light Howitzers, two heavy Twelve to Eighteen- 
Pounders, and Proportion of Artillery-men. 


The only remaining corps of Madras infantry in the Poonah territory, 
between the Godavery and Kistnah, was the 2d battalion of the 17th re- 
giment of light-infantry, which continued at Ahmednuggur, with Lieute- 
nant-colonel Deacon, after the inarch of the cavalry brigade from that place, 
ill the beginning of April. This corps was here employed in supporting the 
arrangements of the Collector of the district. In pursuance of this duty, 
the Lieutenant-colonel, on the 1st of April, detached three coihpanies of 
Native infantry, with two hundred of Sulabut Khans horse, to relieve the 
garrison of Aumulnair, situate at the distance of forty-five miles, in an 
easterly direction. On arriving, next morning, within fifteen miles of that 
place, Lieutenant Bourdieu, who commanded the party, learned that the 
garrison had been forced to surrender, and that the enemy were engaged in 
plundering the surrounding villages. He succeeded in attacking some of 
theit; horse, of whom a few were killed ; and on the 3d, having re-established 
a British garrison of Peons in Aumulnair, he returned 
Ahmednuggur. Sulabut Khan, having been rejoined by his party t)f horse, 
now marphed on his return to Ellichapoor. 'At Aunin^abad/he niet 
Thomas Hislop, who halted there till the 1 5th of April, to coiiferm the seve- 
ral arrangements which he had recently organized for Xhi public service. 
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Notwithstanding the flight of Bajee Rao from hLs late dominions, there 
were several parties of the enemy moving about in uncertain directions, which 
induced Sir Thomas, considering the weakness of his escort, to order the 2d 
battalion of the 17th regiihent to meet him at Toka. That corps accord- 
ingly, on the 16th, joined. the head-quarters at that place, and continuing 
the march by regular stages, arrived, on the 26th, at Poonah, by the usual 
route of Ahmednuggur and Serroor. Sir Thomas, having resolved to return 
by sea to a point on the Malabar coast within the Madras Presidency, quitted 
Poonah on the 2d of May. A few days previously to his departure, he 
placed the detail of horse-artillery, the squadron of his Ma.jesty's 22d dra- 
goons, and the second battalion of the 17th regiment, at the commissioner’s 
disposal, for the interception of parties of Bajee Rao's horse, which were 
returning to the southward after their defeat at Panderkaorah. This and 
other arrangements being completed, he descended the Boar Ghat, escorted 
by the rifles, and arrived on the 7th at Bombay; from whence having em- 
barked on the 12th, he landed on the 17th, with the Madras staff, at Can- 
nanoor. The rifles, after Sir Thomas Hislop’s embarkation, returned to 
I’oonah, whore they met the horse-artillery and dragoons on the 22d, and 
with them proceeded by Satara, Merritch, and Dharwar, en route to 
Bangaloor, without meeting an enemy on the march, or interruption of any 
description, besides the filling of the Toombudra, at Hurryhur. At the 
same time, the 2d battalion of the 17th regiment; which was left by the 
dragoons at Peirgaum, marched to join Lieutenant-colonel Mac Dowell’s 
detachment, which was then employed in the subjugation of Khandesh. 

The Lieutenant-colonel, as w 41 be recollected, was left in charge of corps 
and details of the Hydrabad Division, on the march of Brigadier-general 
Doveton to Jaulnah, in the latter end of March. He pursued, for a few 
days, the route of Aurungabad from Fooltamba, till a new plan for the, 
reduction of Khandesh and the countries about the Godavery, induced Mr. 
Blphinstone to direct the movement of the detachment to those quarters, 
though its strength appeared iiudequate to the subjugatiort, by coercive 
means, of the late Peishwah’s adherent?. When Lieutenant-colonel Mac 
bowcll, on the 30th of March, countermarched from Sirrisgaum, near 
Aurungaba^) his force consisted of one company of foot-artillery, two com- 
panies of th^ HoyaJ Scots, three companies of the Madras European regi- 
the Isf'hattalion of the 2d Native infantry, four companies of the 2d 
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battalion x)f the 13tK regiment, five companies of pioneers, an4 
dte<l irregular horse, lie had, likewise, a small battering-train^ 
eighteen and two twelve-pounders, with two mortars, four howitzers, and 
some field-pieces ; and the small corps of sappers and miners. He art^ed,* 
on the 2d of April^ at Byzapoor, on his route towards Unkye, a hill-^foif on 
the, summit of the Khandesh Ghats. It contained a sm4H> garrison, and 
commanded one of the principal passes descending into the low country. 
On this account it was considered of peculiar importance; and Eieutehtot- 
colonel Mac, Dowell summoned it, as he approached the pettah at the foot 
of the hill, to form his encampment. Some attempts at evasion from 
the garrison were met by a display of impatient determination ; and the 
British troops proceeded to occupy the place on one side, as it wasevacu** 
ated on the other, ^ Tbis proof of the impression which prevailed ifr the ! 
country, was highly satisfactory. Filled as it was with hill-forts, an op^ 
position from all, however trifling, would have required larger means than . 
those by which it could be met. The minds of fhe inhabitants also would 
have remained in a state of suspense, the prevention of which was very 
desirable. A party of forty Native infantry, under a European officer, was 
left in the place, wherein were found fourteen pieces of ordnancO, with a 
large store of ammunition, and some treasure. , 

Sicj?o and Cap- The detachment halted till the 7th, and, on the three following days, 

rule id Kajiieir, ^ i t • • • . f 

marched to Chandoor, where it encamped on the 10th. In the vicinity ot 
this place, were two hill-forts, Hajdeir and Inderye. These having been 
uninfluenced by the example of Chandoor, it appeared necessary to reduce 
them; and the detachment moved, on the 11th, against the of these, 
(PUn 29 .) which had the character of impregnable. The place is formed by nature; 

being merely a high precipitous mountain, possessing no work»>^^rceptijj)ich 
as have been constructed for the defence of a narrow traversing footpath*, 
cut through thje rock with great labour, and secured by-gates.^* ^bove^ 


* The entrance into tlie fort of Rajdeir differs from that of the faraecjl by 

open'^t the top ; while the other is conipletcly subterrane^. The passage inta/Dpj^OTj^d ^ 
tarns sever£d iron gates ; and the method proposed for their defetice, is the igtdUon 
nwtt(*r heaped behind tliem whenever tliey shall be threatdried. But independei^^fl^e 
into Rajdeir^ being capable of a similar expedient with iron gates, it is much thorC uwl^rsibw ^ 
being exposed over ^ead^o tl^ precipitation of stones, none of which could b‘(^K«void^ by 
assailants., • , ,, 
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these, and All along^^pjiecipice which cofmtnatfds the' passage, ’^fones afe 
piled, which alorte \Yflrald a^rd the means of sufficient opposition. 'Loop- 
holes and embrasures are Talso cut through the solid rock, to rake the tra- 
verses successively. The fort of Rajdeir is abundantly watered ; add; at 
this time,'* W^ :Suppiwd with a year’s provisions. It was therefore evident, 
that the principal means of reducing such a place were those of intimida- 
tion, the best instruments of which were shells^ which were, luckily, in 
abundance. The summons sent forward was rejected with contempt; and 
the refusal to surrender, Was follow||by an active lire of ginjauls and small 
arras, from, some out-posts, situate among rocks, on the more advanced 
hills. To get possession of one of these was the first object; and from 
thence to extend the advanced posts to such others, as were calculated to 
ounfine the enemy within their walls. Also to gain possession of such posi- 
tions as should be fit for the construction of batteries. The first point was 
obtained the samo evening, by a company of Native infantry ; and a lodge- 
ment was completed with the loss of only one man. At the foot of the 
hill, a battery of four heavy guns, three mortars, and four howitzers, to 
cover the further advance of new lodgements, opened on the morning of the 
I2tli. Preparations were also made for storming one of the posts of the 
enemy immediately under a prominent angle of the superior precipice, 
ami distant frofti it about two hundred and fifty yards. Below this, and 
between it and the point already occupied, was another ridge of in- 
termediate lieight, the extremity of which wa« occupied by two detach- 
ments. One of these was the first post, reinforced to one hundred and 
twenty men, under Captain Coombes; and the other,' a detachmdnt com- 
manded by Major Andrews, consisting of two companies of Europeans, 
and one company of Natives. At a preconcerted signal of three discharges 
of cannon, both parties advanced rapidly against the enemy’s post, which 
they evacuated in time to secure their retreat into the fort.- They restricted 
their fire now to occasional discharges from above, and some shots lohhed 
into the camp; but they could not prevent the preparation of a new bat- 
tery at the adt^anced point; and a aix-pounder was gb^ into it at nine p. m. 
hy taking thec^^iage to pieces, "atid carrying up its parts by hand. The 
s Wison were,:,ho^yeji^po longer inclined to resist, and sent out to demand 
. ihicb gts ar^earsfof pay, for periods,uncertain and indefinite. But 
ns nothing ^bre l£aar'thj||)reservatioB of their private property, and liberty 
tn •■epair wfierevi^ they *breferred- would be eranted to them, they were 
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sent back, with the indulgence of two 'houfd> to consider these terms of 
capitulation. They had scarcely gained the interior of the fort, when it 
was observed to be on fire. There were frequent explosions, and those 
within endeavoured to gain the outside, in the greatest terror and confiisioiqt. 
Their sortie was effected with much difficulty^ owing to the obstructions 
of the passage ; which shortly became so warm, that a party sent to seize 
it amidst the confusion, was unable to endure the heat. Under Cover of the 
night, the greatest part of the garrison escaped ; forty were brought in pri- 
soners, by the irregular horse, next n^jpfiiing, and seven were found alive in 
the place. It was never ascertained how this conflagration was occasioned. 
It was probably the effect of the shelling, which for some time previously 
might have remained dormant. Within were, twelve pieces of ordnance 
of various calibers ; and some treasure was discovered among the ashes. 
This important fort thus fell into the hands of the besiegers, with a loss to 
them of only five Europeans and two Natives, including Lieutenant Steele, 
an officer on the staff, wounded. The fort of Inderye was moved by the 
example within its yiew; for its garrison likewise eyacuated, on beholding 
the conflagration of Rajdeir. 

This successful progress enabled the Lieutenant-colonel to direct his 
immediate attention to the vicinity of the Godavery. In the Valley of 
Khandesh, at the same time, through the means of the Civil officers, and the 
employment of some irregular troops, every advantage wfts taken of the 
terror inspired by the rapidity of the military operations, to reduce to sub- 
jection those places where less coercive means were sufficient. Goornp, 
and some other places, evacuated voluntarily. So numerou^^^jqdecd, were 
the forts which adopted this measure, that it was difficult tafind g^^rrisons 
for them all. After halting at Rajdeir till Xhe 15th, the march was recom- 
menced, by Sheilloo, Bunneira, and Koakungaiun, to Nassuck; within 
mile of which the encampment wasr formed, on the 1 9th of April. On the 
same day a detachment was made, under Major Andrews, of one hundred 
Europeans, two hundred and fifty Native infantry, and as many irregular 
horse, which marched at sunset to overtake a predatory corps q| Arabs 
and Hindoostanees, who were collected „ near the western hjlls, about 
twenty-four miles from the camp. The detachment returned, 
following day to Nassuck, without attaining the object of movCjn^L 
the enemy, pn its approach, having returned into the fort of Jrinibuck. 
The importance of the early reduqtion bf this place, induced lieutenant 
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coloitel Mae Dowell tcflnarch thither without further delay. The engineers 
therefore, sent forward, with an escort, from KhumbaUa, the first 
stage in th&t direction, to reconnoitre the environs, with a view to the in- 
vestment on the following morning. 

On the 22 d, the detachment took up its ground fronting Trimbuck, on ^iegcand 
the north-eastern side of the hill; and the reconnoissance was extended 
during the day, notwithstanding a well-directed fire from the fort, which 
also gained the range of the camp. In the evening a party, composed of 
fifty Europeans, and as many Native infantry, was sent to occupy a posi- 
tion opposite the gateway on the south side, and to construct cover for two 
sLx-poiinders which accompanied them. In the course of the night, all the 
heavy guns and mortars were placed in battery, to bear on the gate in the w 
u(,rth-west side, situate in a re-entering curve ; and on the morning of the 
■ilth, ihey opened, under considerable disadvantage, owing to the great 
heiaht ol the hill. The town of Trimbuck was immediately in front of the 
camp, in a small valley, which it entirely filled. Above it, is a hamlet, half 
way up (ho ascent, which it was deemed necessary to possess immediately. 
Accordingly, during the forenoon. Major M'Bean was placed in charge of a 
detacliment, composed of one hundred Europeans, and one hundred and 
twenty Native infantry, to protect the working-[)afty, proceeding with the 
necessary materials to make the proposed lodgement. It being ascertained 
that the hamlet was unoccupied, a small party was sent up, in the first instance, (r.j 
to attract the less observation. No sooner, however, had the remainder ‘ 
iisceiuled, and given a commencement to the work, than they were attacked 
with a fire of wall-pieces, matchlocks, and rockets, accompanied by a dis- 
charge of stones and rocky fragments, from the impending cliff. The 
"(liking-detail were now obliged to desist, and it became necessary to 
withdraw the party, with exception of fifty European and Native infantry, 
wlio covered the construction of the battery when recommenced in the 
light. One mortar and one six-pounder were brought into it, and, by 
midnight, other ordnance were in progress up the hill. Previously to this, 
the detachment, on the south side of the hill, had established their two (O) 
dx-pounders within six hundred yards of the gate on that face. This was, 
however, partihlljt pwtected from their fire, by a prominent rock pre- 
lecting in front of it: biifc-fhe enemy^s- means had not been at all impaired, 
ii'd their fire always reeomifii^lced is soon as the batteries ceased firing at 
>0111. Their constancy, .hi^Vrbveivttwas exhausted; and, early on the morn- 
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ing of the 25th> they sent out persons to treat for t€ftm|. nios-/ 

sages, and attempts at a protracted hegotiatiqu;^ thfey adeeptjed 
conditions whicli had been granted to the garrisdn of Rajdeir^ 
up one of their gates, at nine. a. m. to an officer and men. ^ 

south'* gate was appointed for their departure, but so welt haddt^^^ 
cured inside, by heaps of stones, that they had not completed way 

for themselves before three o’clock p. m., when five hundred and |nirty--|ve 
men, bearing arms, marched out with the most creditable regularly. 
Withigi were found twenty-five pieces of ordnance, from a thirty-three 
down to a one-pounder, with a sufficiency of ammunition. Thetlo$s^. with 
which this important fortress was gained, amounted to thirteen Europeans 
and nine Natives, including two officers. ; ^ 

If, however, the loss was small, the state to which the heavy guns and 
tlieir carriages were reduced, was an inconvenience of great magnitude. 
There were no means of replacing them, and all the required service was 
not yet performed, though the rains were fast approaching. The siege of 
hill-forts is particularly destructive to gun-carriages, for, in order to give 
the pieces sufficient elevation, it becomes necessary to sink the trails into 
the ground, or, where this may be impracticable from the rocky site of the 
battery, as at Trimbuck, to raise the wheels on sand-bags, to reach a wall eight 
hundred feet above the level of the platforms. The expedients* necessary 
on similar occasions of insufficient means, are numerous, and, perhaps, as 
little practised in Europe, as the depriving a howitzer of its elevating screw 
to make 1t perform the service of a mortar, as was practised at ^Nagpoor. 

In this state of things it was, therefore^atisfactory to find, that no more 
hill-forts offered resistance ; for seven^^ strong places f of this^^escrip- 
tion surrendered, after the fall of Trimbuck. Another difficulty, M^ever, 
presented itself in finding the means of occupying so many posts,; for there 
were no regular troops to spare from other service, and irregulars raised:<j 
for this purpose were unworthy of trust. This expedient, unsatisfactory 
as it was, could not, however, be avoided, as? a temporary measure, whik ^ 
application was made to Brigadier-general T)oveton' .ibr more Native * 


* Vide Appendije. R. 

t These were Haruss, Wajeerah, Bowieyghur, Cowpye, Eyewattah/ 

Ijdi, Towlah,- Cah^enah, Caldher, Hatghur, Rdrasey, iCuTneirah,' Bapeirgun, 
Varree. 
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infantry ; and two .companieK of the 2 d bMtajion of the 13th regiment were 
ordered to join the Coloned from Jalnah, with all "expedition, pending the 
supply of greater reinforcement. . , 

The want of this arm had already been experienced > in the .valley ; neicnct <.( 
wherein the towtf and fort of Soangheer, after adnjitting a small garrison, 
had nearly been lost. Lieutenant Rule, of the 3d Native, infantry, by a 
forced march from Galnah, with a part of his detachment and fifty irregulars, 
received possession of the place from its head iauthorities, on the 13th of 
April ; and drove out of the town a small party of Arabs, who disputed the 
occupancy of one quarter. In the fort were eleven guns, .and in the pettah 
five more, with many ginjauls and wall-pieces, besides abundance of am- 
munition for them, which the Lieutenant carefully removed into the fort; 
the only place he could venture to secure, with a havildar and ten of his 
men, aided by twenty irregulars. On his return to Galnah, the Arabs, who 
were still about the Taptce in considerable numbers, heard of the small- 
ness of the garrison. On the 17th, they advanced in numbers, said to be 
two thousand, with scalingj|ladders to take a place, in the possession of 
which they had been so promptly anticipated. They easily carried the town, 
killing the irregulars who were in it, and turned the guns on the fort. Owing, 
however, to the previous removal of the ammunition, these were useless in 
their hands ; while the havildar kept upf so brisk a fire from the fort, that 
tlicy were at length obliged to quit the town, after having plundered such 
part of it as was least exposed. The havildar’s party nearly expended their 
nuisket-amnuinition, and had every reason to expect a renewal of the at- 
tack. To repel this, a reinforcenmnt was sent from Galnah, of fifteen addi- 
tional regulars, besides, fifty irregWirs with ammunition. Nor were these 
measures superfluous; for, on th4s!lst, the Arabs were again approaching, 
at the same time that a body of the Poonah auxiliary horse arrived there, 
from Lieutenant-colOnel Mac Dowell’s head-quarters. This, witbother events 
showing how much more powerful the enemy were in the Valley of Khan- 
•fesli than above the.Ghaits, Induced the Lieutenant-colonel to descend, im- 
mediately after the reduction of Tripibuck, to a position yrhich might be 
convenient for his camp during the rains, and suited to overawe the disaf- 
fected. ' , ■ ' 

The detachmept rfecommenced its iparch, on the 29th of April," and re- 
brned to Chandoof.by the same, road it had formerly, pursued, with excep*’ 

^'on ol a detour tp the. left, by Dindoorree, between Nassuck and Bunneira: 
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During the 10th and 11th ofMay^.the encampment remained CMndoor; 
and, on the 15th, was established at Debarree, within one mirch of Mal- 
leygaum, from whence the chief Native Authority, or Zumeendar, Raj 
Buhaudur, arrived, to give an account of the state of affairs in that quarter. 
The fort and town were yi possession of a body of resolute?' Arabs, prepared 
to try the extent to which resistance might succeed against the small British 
force assembled'for the subjugation of the province. For this purpose, they 
had selected the strongest place in the Valley of Khandesh. The plan of the 
(pUn 31.) fort is quadrangular, having on one face, and on half of the two adjoiuina 
the river Moassum, which at this place forms a convenient curve. On the 
opposite side is the town, which nearly encompasseet the remainder of the 
fort, by approaching the river at its two extremities. The fort consists of 
two lines of works, the interior of which, a square of about three hundred 
feet, is built of superior masonry, and surrounded by a faussc-braye seven 
feet high, and a dry ditch twenty-five feet deep by sixteen wide. The 
outer line is built of mud and stone, having flanking towers ; and it ap- 
proaches witliin a few yards of the town on on^side, and of the river on the 
other. It is only of moderate elevation; but the inner fort is sixty feet 
high, with a tcrre^plane sixteen feet wide, to which there are no means uf 
ascent, except through narrow covered staircases of difficult access. With- 
in were abundance of bomb-proofs ; the guns were few and badly mounted; 
but the matchlocks, in the hands of the Arabs, were sure of hitting their 
mark. Such was the place before which Licutenant-coloncl Mac Dowell 
took up his position of siege, on the 16th of May, with means quite insuf- 
ficient for its reduction; but with which a trial was deemed expedient, 
seeing how much had already been effected by a commanding tone. 

Jnv( sjnicnt and The camp was formed with its left on the junction of the rivers Moas* 

Con-rruciion of _ i i t u 

ih( Batfertes. suiii aiid Glieemali ; and a post was established to prevent the entry ol re- 
inforcements, while bodies of irregular horse were ordered to^patrole round 
the town, for the vsame purpose, during the night. The camp Was however 
moved, on the 17tli, to the right bank of the Moassum, which placed tlrat 
river, then low in water, between it and the fort; and on the night, 
from fifty to one hundred men joined the garrison. The Materials lor the 
butteries being collected, on the 18th, in sufficient quantity, as soon ash t 
was dark, an enfilading-battery of two eighteen-pounder^,' one ,^ighMncn ; 
mortar, and two eight-inch howitzers, , was constructed for the south face, ^ 
(j.) and another, of two twelve-pounders, for the west face. Bath of these were 
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lour hundred yards from the works ; at which distaacewas likewise marked 
out, a place of arms in the centi^ of a tape (grove of trees), . which, was si- 
tuate between the camp and the river. At eight p. m., the garrison sallied 
oil the covering party near the place of arms, and directed the fire of their 
guns at the two batteries. , A reinforcement arriving at the same time from 
the camp, the sortie was repulsed- with spirit; but with the loss of Major 
Andrews wounded, and the misfortune of the commanding engineer, Lieu- 
tenant Davis*, killed. On the 19th, the two batteries opened, and were 
answered from the fort, by seven guns. A company of infantry took pos- 
session of a breastwork in rear of part of the village of Sumungseer; a 
little higher up the river; and repulsed, that night, a.second sortie, which 
was not uncxj)ected ; for, as it became dark, all the posts wmre strength- 
( iied. The body of auxiliary horse, which had been sent to Soangbeer, 
returned this day, and with them two weak companies of the 2d battalion 
(iftlie 14th regiment, from Seindwah. Next day, tlie enfilading-batteries 
continued to fire, but .seldom, on account of the scarcity of shot ; and, in 
order to relieve the larger guns, some six-pounders were brought into po- 
sition. The remainder of the village of Sumungseer, having been deserted 
by the inhabitants, was taken possession of by the Arabs, on being repulsed 
from the breastwork. Also at ten a. m., they again tried to dislodge the 
company of Native infantry, in which, however, they failed, the post being 
strengthened by two field-irieces. In the mean while, the approaches 
were advanced ; and, on the 21st, a parallel was completed, along the bank 
of the Moassum, containing a battery at each extremity ; of which, that on 
the'left for three guns, raked the bed of the river, and the other was pre- 
pared for breaching the opposed angle of the fort. On the 22d, the guns of 
the fort having found the range of the camp, obliged it to fall back four 
hundred yards. The breaching-battcry opened with little effect against 
the towers, which were round and of good masonry. It was, therefore, 
subsequently diiPected against the intermediate curtain. One of the en- 
nlading-batterieS'was converted into a mortar-battery, and the other was 
dismantled. An ^additional post was established on the bank of the river, 
near Sumungseer, to confine the garrison. Some field-pieces were attached 
to it, with a view to their birring ori the gate of that side of the fort. This 

. ■ tSr ^ ^ ' 

lee previous raen^on of this officer, p. 134. 



32(5 SUBJVGATfON OF THE KOKUN, . ' . 

extension of the attack was adopted in consequence of the ^rrivhl ofihe two 
companies of the 2d battalion of the 13th tegiment from Jalnah, which had 
been ordered from thence by Brigadier-general Doveton, as already men- 
tioned ; and was a seasonable reinforcement. 

Un,ucces«fui The duty now fell extremely severe on the troops, who were kept con- 

A<-auit, on the +:niiallv on the alert, bv the sallies of the garrison. The 23d was distin- 

•»yih ot May. j 

guished by few incidents beyond the effect of the breaching-battery, which 
brought down a part of the curtain, and discovered fausse-braye of the 
inner fort, and the arrival of a body of irregular horse, who were part of 
Holkuf s contingent, which had been detached from Sir John Malcolm’s 
force. This arrival was followed, the next day, by the battalion of the 
Russell brigade, which had escorted the captured guns to Jalnah, and was 
ordered on this service, as here was the most important demand for all the 
troops which could be spared Irom other cpiarters. An explosion took 
place in the fort, owing to tlic fire of the howitzers, of which some more 
were placed, on the 25th, in an epauimmt to the right ot the breachin',^- 
battery. On the 26th, the breach was carried through the wall of the inner 
fort; and the arnval of the 2d battalion of the 17th Native infantry in the 
camp, was a most important addition in the article of means,, which, as 
far as regarded troops, were now superior to the resources ip artillery and 
ammunition. The twelve-pounder shots were all expended, and every 
heavy gun was run at the vent ; so that on the 27th, the improvement of 
the breach entirely depended on the eighteen-pounders, from wliich it was 
dangerous to fire the small quantity of ammunition remaining,;- and in this 
state ev'ery endeavour was used to effect a slope on the q|;^th^br^ch, 

to facilitate the ascent of the terre-pkme. This object waft adhere^^Sprall . 
the next day, and shells wore occasionally thrown to prevent' thj&t^nstr ac- 
tion of any retrenchments. The parties for the attack^ofy the and town 
were told oft' in the evening, and bivouacked at their respective posts for ^he 
assault of the following morning. Thei column for the atta^fo^tbe bS^each,^;, 
commanded by Major Greenhiil, remained in the parallel oa^the bank^0f .tk^ ^ 
river. It consisted of one hundred Europeans, and eighfliinndred^Sepop, 
principally of the 2d battalion of the 17th regiment. j 

to s^orm the consisting of five hundred 

in ca^p, was commanded by Lieutenant-colonel ^ ^ , 

river, lower down, to a point op 'the left baiik, ei^t Hftfcfred 
the walls. The third column, Commanded by 
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for its'objectfth® es^l^e of'thBi p^t^r wall, jieaY the river j^ate, took post 
near the six^pbtiodel bank, and^ consisted of fifty 

European and three fbu^^d^^^p^s. Each column was bekded by a party 
of pionefers, with wob ^^d *#caiiBgTjaddei3^ and led by an, engineer officer. 
Major GreenbiU’B*^Vai!nn,!^|^^tpyided with bundles. t>f long grass, tn be 
applied, asffiigHt'tfe jheeessat:^, in filling up trenches, and, after a w{|if 
fire of two.|iours^;:fy6mtlie:breachipg and njortar Wte^ against the point 
of attack, it. mbted forward at broad day-light. As it -approached the 
outer wall, Lieutenant Nattes aspended the breach in front, and, having 


ffdined the summit, made a sign not tp be followed; a?, there were ihsupera- 
ble obstacles previously’^nknown. This gallant young officer, who was the 
senior engineer, since ^eutenant Davis’s death, fell, like his predecessor, m 
tlie daring discharge of a desperate duty; and the storming party not 
liaving noticed his signal, continued to advance under a fire of sipall arms, 
by which the commanding-officer was wounded. While the coiumn was 
under partial cover, the scaling-ladders were dropped from the top of the 
wall, but disappeared, which unfavourable circumstance being reported to 
lieutenant-colonel Mac Dowell, at the battery, he directed the attempt to 
be abandoned, and the troops returned with exemplary order. Cieutenant- 
colonel Stewart’s attack was earlier commenced, and more successful. 
Before day-light he had obtained possession of a part of the pettah ; and 
subsequently succeeded in gaining the whole, assisted by Major M'Bead’s 
column ; this party having, on the failure at the breach, co-operated in the 
attack of the town from the left. 

After these events, the relative situation of the parties appeared little 
different from what it was on the investment of the place ; or the difference, 
il' any, was in favour of the enemy. The breach of the outer wall, as has 
been seen, was only practicable in its direct ascent ; but though the de- 
scent, on the other side, was impracticable, the height of nine feet would 
by no means have accounted for the disappearance of the ladders, had not 
there been a trench excavated . within to deprive them, of a footing. The 
enemy had likewise cut off the breach by a retrenchment, flanked by 
two guus, which iwould have been sufficient to destroy the head of the 
column, had it attempted to. descend ; and the numerous matchlocks, of 
unerring aim,,iplaced behind this work, to pour a cone^ntrated fire on the 
sunimit of the breachf; could not miss whoever exposed himself under such 
disadvantoges. A proof of tins was seett,in the fate of the engineer, who 
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alone received seven balls, and will account for the precipitancy .wi^^vvlncli 
the ladders were dropped out of hand. No progress thade in filling, up 
the moat, beyond the small quantity of rubbish which fell froni.,^</a«Ssc.. 
braye; and indeed its respectability, as well as its distaric^ from the outer 
was now for the first time fully ascertained. Of the ipner line^ no- 
tiiag but the upper part had been yet seen ; iind though the breach waS a 
good one, if it could have been approached, there was no way to get from 
it oji the tert'f-plchic to the right and left; and the descent on the other 
side was still more difficult than that of the outer wall. Under all these 
■ circumstances, it was esteemed fortunate, that no lodgement was attemjked 
between the two lines, as it would have been attended with a severe loss, 
and ultimately useless ; for the guns were unserviceable, the amipunition 
was expended, the soil so mixed with rock as to preclude mining,;jnd the 
access through the bed of the river so exposed, as to render all communi- 
cation from the parallel in.securc. Why this side, indisputably the strongest, 
was selected for the attack, remains unexplained, with the death of the en- 
gineer. No reason has been suggested, except the existence of the tope of 
large trees on the bank of the river, which afforded convenient materials for 
the siege. '* It was now, therefore, deemed proper to recommence from the 
side of the pettah ; and to make such preparatory dispositions as should 
accelerate the capture of this stubborn place, during the interval which 
must elapse previous to the arrival of the new train, already on its route 
from Ahmednuggur. Tliis necessary aid had been applied for, during tla 
constructiou of the breaching-batteries, on the 21st of May; when, in con- 
sequence of the opinion of Lieutenant-colonel Crosdill, the commandant of 
artillery, it was concluded, that should the garrison persevere in their de- 
fence, the means, in artillery, were insufficient for their reduction. 

Successful Opc- On the 29th, as a preliminary measure, all the guns were withdrawn 
mivaionne'"' from the batteries, with the exception of the six-pounders in the post ot 
BombayTram. On that night and the next day, the several avenues coiu 

(W, //,//, H.) necting the fort with the town, were barricaded; and, on the 1 st of June, 
the c£tmp was removed across the river to the vicinity of the Gheerna 
which was close to its rear. This measure was the more necessary^ jn con- 
sequence of the advanced season of the year, when the rains be ex 

pected, and the consequent filling of the Moassum would ^e^^9^te^the be 

siegers from the fort. It was deemed proper, ■ htxyvever, toOea^ap^’® 
there for sonae time. In the first instance this consi|Jed. of fifty rs&H |f‘ 
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file of hisi Majesty’s Royal Scots, the 2d battalion of the 13th regiment, the 
battalion of the RuSsell brigade, and some auxiliary horse; while llolkur'.s 
jrregtilar cotitirigfent. with two companies of the 2d battalion of the 14th 
regiment, encamped on the north side of the 'petlah. The construction of 
a redoubt was, at the same time, commenced in the rear of the old ;/ 
breacliing-battery. While the place was, by tliesc dispositions, completely 
blockaded, new emflacements were prepared for a fresh attack from the 
opposite side as soon as the expected train should arrive. The garrison 
had time, during this, cessation of fire, to reflect on their situation, and were 
alive to its danger. They, accordingly, endeavoured to open a communi- 
( atioii ; but the answer to their advances leaving them no reason to expect 
;mv terms, they declined an unconditional surrender, and recommenced 
lio.-.tilities. On the 4th of June, the redoubt being finished, all the troops (/, 
1)11 the right bank of the Moassum, with exception of the Russell battalion 
iiiul the Poonah auxiliary horse, were withdrawn to the camp; and, on the 
iic.xt day, two howitzers opened on the fort from the pdtah. On the Gth, 
the galleries of three mines were commenced, from the nearest points of 
the town, against the three opposite towers of the outer line of works ; but, 
on account of a stratum of rock, that on the right was alone continued ojt 
the following days; and was the only occupation of the besiegers, except 
completing the new batteries, till the lOth ; when Major Watson's detach- 
ment, consisting of the 1st battalion of the 4th Bombay Native infantry, a 
detail of artillery, with four eighteen-pounders, two twelves, and six mor- 
lus, which marched from Ahmednuggur on the 1st of June, arrived in the 
emnp. On. the same night, the mortars were brought into battery, and 
opened, on the following morning, an unremitting discharge, wdiich, at 
eleven A. M., fired two of the enemy’s magazines. The explosion overthrew 
toils foundation, a large portion of the eastern curtain of the inner line, ex- 
posing- to view the ipterior of the place. Two of the cighteen-poundeis 
"cre iimnediately' brought into position, to the right of the mortar-bat- (t.i 
to take off the defences near the breach. The remaining two were 
carried down the bank of the river still further to the right, to breach the (a/.) 

outer line. So much good effect attended the fire of these, that, on the 
evening of the 12th, a deputation came from the garrison, and contintied a 
ucgotiation till tile following day, respecting the stipulations of surrender. 

At length it was agreed, that a Native officer and twenty men should be 
admitted into the inner fort. The British flag was, accordingly, hoisted on 
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one of its towers, at three p. m. of the f 5th. On tJie t^^^ 

British line was drawn up near the outer gate; and, at nine o'clock, tU^ 
garrison marched out and formed in front of it. Thejr then groupded^ their 
arms, and were conducted to a quarter of the pettdh allotted for their 

eommodation. ' 

' Thus fell Malleygaum, after open trenches of twenty ^fiVe days ; -during 
which both besiegers and besieged had as unremitting service, hs falls 
the share of most operations of a similar nature. The garrison ambunt^ 
ed to three hundred and fifty men; and the detachment, at the^ com- 
mencement of the siege, to no more than one thousand men and^ officers, 
exclusive’ of two hundred and seventy pioneers. The successive reinforce- 
ments of ninety Native infantry on the 22d of May, of four hundred on the 
24th, of five hundred and forty on the 26th, and of six hundred on the 10th 
of June, still made it amount only to two thousand six hundred and thirty ; 
a number by no means commensurate with the strength of tk® enemy, con- 
sidering the usual * proportion allotted to the reduction of a place of such 
respectable strength. It is probable, likewise, that even more means would 
have been required to reduce the garrison to an unconditional surrender, 
had not the explosion of the magazines precipitated their decision. The 
loss with which this acquisition was purchased was more proportionate to 
the numbers which ought to have .been present, than to those which wre 
actually there. It amounted f, from the 18th to the 29th of May, to two 
hundred and nine killed and wounded, including officers ; among whom 
were the successive commandants of the detaU^of sappers and miners. 
These, as w ell as the remaining officers of engineer^, had exhibited a con- 
spicuous esprit de corps, the more laudable as it was unaided by any of those 
mechanical impressions derived from parade, imposing ev 9 |utious, ot mar 
tial sounds, which are not without their effect on all troops. 


* The following extract from Cormonftnngue is appUhableto this subj^, and sugg^tidie 
stance of the unsuccessful attack of Burgos during the Peninsular war. fei petite 
place, lorsqu’il faut I’attaquer dans les formes, on Wy sauroit employer moins de 10 
hommes et quelques regimens de dragons, n*y edt-il que 3 k 400 honrmes dajis ca ^ ^ 

petite annee se trouvera assez fatiguee lorsqu’il faudra 'suffire ^ une dans regies. ^ ^ 

vjai que ces sortes dq places soiit ordinairement ^h4teaUi:!^’'d ^ 

la nature et par Tart; ce qui occasionne la petit'^"^" tfAmisoh.” — frAttaaua de#jWa<^P 

t Vide Appendix. S. 
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It is indispensable ip^the engineers’ departs, ent, nwe than in any other 
branch pf the, .military profession,, that every individual, and the officers in 
particular, should possess that cool and considerate courage,- which esti- 
mates justly the dangerous chances of every undertaking, .without being 
appalled by the results of the calculation. Not only, also, must the 
bravery derived from the animal spirits be complete, but there must be 
that fortitude of sentiment, which is the rare lot of an individual, which, 
justly founded, distinguishes him from the rest of his species, and grounded 
in error, is a baneful and presumptuous obstinacy, rendering the possessor 
unfit for a situation wherein his opinion will often ' deterniine a command- 
ing officer to risk the lives of half his troops. The various sources of cou- 
rage have been so frequently and ably investigated, that no advantage will 
arise from a repetition of observations already common-place. If, how- 
ever, their application in military affairs has been less hackneyed, the pre- 
sent digression may be entitled to indulgence. Every day’s experience 
shews that most men, however vulgar, are capable, under due instruction 
and proper treatment, of being made good soldiers, so far as acting well 
in a body .is deserving of that character. Yet, how few * can be selected 
from any walk in life, capable of independent action; otherwise, Knights- 
erraut would have been held in less estimation than once they were, and 
even a good non-commissioned officer would now be a less difficult acquisi- 
tion than it is. The more, therefore, an individual is left to his own re- 
sources, so in proportion is the possession of courage necessary. In this 
state is pre-eminently the Engineer, from the time when, as the exclusive 
mark of deliberate hostility, he establishes the directions of the first paral- 
lel, to the completion of a lodgement ip the body of the place. The soli- 
tary fate of, the Miner, who meets his antagonist and his death in the grave 
of his own digging,,, has nothing parallel above ground, where the eyes of 
spectators apd symphthy of numbers, inspire boldness and encourage ex- 
ertion. The more the mind has leisure to contemplate danger, the more 
it is likely to be appalled. Tfiii circumstance will easily account for the 
ordinary result of a counpil of war, and for the greater difficulty in main- 
taining a defence, in coihparisoii with that of making an active assault. 

. . 

* Tliih trutli ni^st have styuck^J^Iaresih^l \jfllars forcibly, when he observed in one of his let- 
ters, “ Vouz trou^rez de tr^s bonnes genV de Je^uf^personne ; si on leur ordonne de se jeter dans 
leplus grand peril, H n'y balaiMii^ont pas ;^s^ilfl sont.seuls, ils n’attaqueront pas unc chaumiere.” 
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While the engineer incurs the dangers of both, he is expected, by the ex- 
ercise of an undisturbed judgment, to derive from every event, accidental 
or prepared, the nrost favourable consequence. Like the pilot in a s'ea-en- 
gageinent, he must keep his mind abstracted from the business of attack 
and defence, from personal fears, and the ambition of 'dazzling actions. 
This is the province of the troops of the line, and particularly of the cavalry, 
who, even acting on the defensive, must adopt offensive movements. If these 
observations. are founded in truth, the mental qualities sufficient for service 
on fiorseback arc more common than those which are required for the va- 
rious contingencies of service on foot ; notwithstanding that in all- time.s 
and circumstances, with a few exceptions, the former has been deemed a 
more noble occupation than the latter. But this is riot the only instance uf 
honour being conceded to situation, without comparison of worth. 

There was now no further occasion for the service of the Bombay troops, 
which had barely time to return to monsoon quarters; tor which they 
countermarched on the Kith: but the train and ordnance stores remained 
with Colonel Mac Dowell for operations after the rams. The Poonah auxi- 
liary horse were sent, on the 19th, to Pahrola, and the Holkur contingent 
to Soangheer. The battalion of the Russell brigade took the route of Au- 
rungabad ; and the head-quarters of the detachment marched on the same 
day” to Wakhary, in the direction of the Panjun river, on the banks ol which 
it established its monsoon position. 



chapter viil 


reduction of the places in the interest of * 

APPAH SAIB BHOOSLAH. 

of Major-general Marshairs Division. Subjvgation ofihe Sanghur District. 
Tmfr herons Conduct towards Major O' Bricn^ ofihe Killedar of Muudula/i. Investment 
ofihe Fort of Mu ndalah by General Marshall's Division. Establishment of the Batteries, 
Slunn of the Town, and Surrender of the Tort of Mu ndalah. Trial of the Killedar for 
Rebel /ion and Treachery, March of the Sanghur Force towards Chouraghur, which is 
cDiiseijnenlly e vac noted. Escape of Appah Saib, Jii- Rajah of Nagpoor. Lieutenant 
Johnson's successful Alfack of the' Pindar vies at Gornckpoor. Arrival of the Force at 
Sniighur, and Major Lamb's unsuccessful Attack of Satunwarree, Evacuation of Saturh 
'irnrrce, and Return of Major Lamb's Detachnwnt, Creditable Behaviour of Scindiah's 
Con/ingcnt. Uselessness oj' Native Auxiliary Horse, in general. Considerations respect- 
ing the Maintenance of Irregular Horse in the British Service, March of Colonel 
' Adams's Force against Chanda. Establislimenl ofihe Batteries agamst the Town. Cap- 
lure by Storm, Comparison of the Attack of Indian and European Forts. Causes which 
produced /he imperfect Defence of Places during the Campaign, Return oj' the Nerbud- 
da/i Division to Hoossindabad, 

]Iad an exclusive attention to the order of time been preferred, to a 
respect for the connexion of events, the operations of the Bengal troops, 
remaining in the field, after the departure of the Marquis of Hastings from 
tile confines of Malwah, would have been earlier resumed. 

Tlie formation of Brigadier-igeneral Wajtson s detachment, has been 
described (p. 216), with the dislocation of the rest of the Grand Army, ex- 
I ceptthc corps at tieirseah, ^nder Major-general Marshall, to join whom it 
^ starched, in the ifiiddle of February, from Kanjaollee on the Sind. The 
route of the detachment parsed by Sumptur to Burwasaghur, where it 
arrived on the 19th ; frQm thence, tile 23d, by Teerree, Estoon, and the 
Maltown Ghat, to a towja of the same name, on the 2d of March ; and. 
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on the Ath, to Kimlassah, where it jointed Major-generallManhail’s hte&d- 

quarters. ' '' ' r- '■ 

The Major-general had been, since the early part of January £>at Beir- 

(Map vino seah, where, with the 6th brigade of infantry^ a detachment of Baddeley’s 
horse, and a park of two twelve-pounders, two six-poui^deriis^ 
five-and-a -half-inch howitzers, he had been ordered to controul the neigh- 
bouring country, and prevent the re-establishment of the enemy. s posts 
which had already been dislodged. He was there joined by Scindiah’s 
contingent under Captain Blacker, on the 11th of February; ahdjh the 
latter days of the same month, he commenced his march for the se^lement 
of the Saughur district, and assumption of the countries which, ffom the 
events of the campaign, had become the property of the British^Govern- 
ment. These were, principally, the Cessions by the Rajah of Nagpoor, 
in the Valley of the Nerbuddah, the reduction of which promised employ- 
ment for a military force. There was also the prospect of having eventually 
to reduce some of Scindiah’s iijsubordinate places, such as Raatghur and 
others, that were the asylums of predatory bands, in whose neighbour- 
hood the maintenance of good order was impracticable. On the 3d of 
March, the Major-general was at Koorwye, on his route to Kimlassah, 
where his entire means for the service on which he was about to engage, 
amounted to one regiment of Native cavalry*, five battalions of Native 
infantry t, three thousand four hundred irregular horse J, and a train of 
from five to six hundred carriages 

Subjugation of As the countty of Saughur possesses many forts, the magnitude of tlie 

Sutrir*"” battering-train was a material circumstance in the composition of the force. 

It was also expected to have important weight in prevailing on .the ruer 
Bennaik Rao, to accept the proposed terms of surrendering his strong ^aces, 
and receiving for himself, and his principal, (a female) a pension, which 
should descend, in due proportion, to their heirs. The appirOach pf the force 


l«e 7tn. , Vi,/ , -r'H: 

+ The 2d battalion of the 1 st reghnent, 2d battalion of the 1 3th, i«t b^^ion of e _ 

battalion of the 2rith, and 2d battfilion of the 28 th regiment. •' 

I Three thousand were Scindiah’s contingent, anj font hundred Bfl^eley’a bcwe., 
i These contained the stores attached to two twenty-fUbr-pounders, 
four„rwelve-poundera, four six-pounders, tvM^ighfrinch, aod fo«r-fiveTa|id;;^-holf-inc » 
and three ten-inch, three eight-inch, and eight fivfedTa-balf-intJiTporter^;./’ 
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to Saughsifj had the desn^ efiect of awing into submission, where resistance 
would have been tnatjness j and the necessary orders for the surrender of 
the several places being prepared,- they wete delivered to the officers 
charged vvith the duly of receiving possession. Each of these, command- 
ing a battalion, was reinforced by two field-pieces, and a rmsdlak of the 
3d Rohillah horse.' Major Rose marched, on the 13th, to the eastward, in 
which direction was situate Reply, Patterfeah,. Damoho or Dunmow, and 
Sonado, while Major Lamb, on the same day, took a western route, to- 
wards Jysingnuggur, Koorge, Turrah, and Jelindar. In the directioif' of 
Huttah were, likewise, the forts of Nersingnuggur and Jellasankur, besides 
those of Kimlassah, Airin, Jelhdreeah, Deogah, Chindrapoor, Growlah, 
&c. in other quarters. , After this arrangement, and providing for the de- 
fence of Saughur, the Major-general continued his march on the 15th, 
with the remainder of the force, in the direction of Dhamaunee, which, 
as well as Benaiku-Pattum, had been ceded by the Rajah of Nagpoor; 
and having cro.ssed the Korear nullah on the 18th, he came, on the 19th, 
in the vicinity of the plac^ The fort of Dhamaunee is triangular, and 
situated on a small eminence, to the form of which, on the eastern ex- 
tremity, the direction ^f the wall corresponds. On the other side is the 
town, encompassed by a loose stone wall, mostly in ruins, following the 
limits of the acclivity where it is less abrupt ; but the ramparts of the fort 
are, in some places, fifty feet high, and generally fifteen feet thick, with 
capacious round towers. The fort is again divided by internal lines of 
works, w'hich render the eastern quarter, in which is comprised the Kil* 
ledar’s residence and magazines, and where the precipice is two hundred 
feet high, the strongest and most difficult of access. Beyond the town is 
a tank, of which the garrison cut the ianrf (dyke) on the 18th, to let the 
water into the dell, but which, attempt was attended with no material ad- 
vantage, and above the tank was established the enpampment. The interval 
till the 23d, was employed in collecting materials for the siege j and on the, 
same day, in consequence of a close reconnoissauce, the place was com- 
pletely invested by, the establishment in the town, on the west side, of the 
2d battalion of the^Sth regiment and on the rerflaining two sides of Scin- 
‘^iahs contingent. ^ IJbe|o,uth' face was selected for the attack; as on .that 
®>dea ridge offered a c^mm&n.ding situation, within four hundred yards, 
or the princvpjd btitteries, and cover' for the 'mortarff and covering party, 
battery was, ac^|^ingly, 'iiffi'^tructedin'the assigfi^place, on the night 
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of the 23cl, and, next morning, two twenty-four pounders, ^nd four 
eighteen pounders, opened on the south-west bastion, to enfilade the 
western face. To these were added, against the eastern defences, the iire 
of a brass twelve-pounder, and two five-and-a-hall-inch howizers, from a 
position more to the right, and the occasional discharge of mortars from 
the rear. Six hours incessant firing induced the Kiliedar to surrender um 
Conditionally. This service completed the subjugation of the Saughur 
district, for the present occupation of which were left, under the command 
of Major Lamb, the 1st battalion of the 26th regiment, five companies 
of the 2d battalion of the 1st regiment, and three companies of the 1st 
battalion of the 14th regiment, with eight hundred irregular horse, partly 
Haddeley’s, and partly Scindiah's contingent. With the head-quarters of 
this detachment at Saughur, were nine companies of Native infantry, and 
five hundred horse, wliich belonged to tlie Hritish levy in Scindiah's name; 
two companies, and the remaining three hundred horse, were left at 
Dhamaunee; and the rest of the' infantry were distributed among the se- 
veral smaller places ot the district. ^ 

The division continued its march, on the 27 tb, towards the Nerbuddah, 
where its presence was emcrgently required ; and arrived, on the 30tli, by 
the route of Oodun and Sacepoora, in the vicinity of Gurrakota. It will be 
recollected, that on the departure of Brigadier-general Hardyman from Jub- 
bulpoor, some communication had been holden wdth the Authorities ot 
Mundalah, which had for its object the acquisition of that fortress at the 
expense of the arrears due to the garrison. The affairs of the Cessions on 
the Nerbuddah sulisequently fell into the hands of a Commission, of which 
the I’residcnl was Major O'Brien, who proceeded in the latter end of le- 
bruary to execute the conditions required by the supposed capitulation. 
So confident was he in the faith of the Kiliedar, that he was satisfied with 
an escort, composed of a troop of the 8th cavalry and sixty Native iulaiitry, 
which he took up at Pinree on his march ; and with them proceeded to 
Nandia, within three miles of Mundalah. Several messages and reciprocal 
assurances of sincerity were subsequently interchanged; and all was con- 
fidence on the part of the Major, till the 1st of March; when, ruling on 
with a small party of troopers, he was undeceived by the hostile 
of a body of horse and foot, with two giins. After loading, the parly made 
their escape, pursued by the enemy, who endeavoured to cut thein o . 
and immediately prepared for action. An attack soon followed, whieh was 
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successfulty repelled With creditable cottstancy for* considerable time. To 
the as.sallants it>^s attended with so inuch detriment, as to facilitate the ' 
subsequent retreat', whiph was conducted with miieh order and pe'rfect 
safety, -tieutenaht Kempland Was wounded with a spear; but ahjreth'er 
loss was inconsiderable. This treacherous, proceeding miglit haW Ifeen 
imagined, at the time, to originate solely in the contumacy of the Killedar. 

Even in this case, it would not have been considered less necessary to 
adopt early measures of coercion for his chastisement ; but the intelligence 
conveyed to the Governor-general res})ecting the secret practices of the 
llajah of Nagpoor, and the resistance of the fortress of Chouraghur, afforded 
sutfcient grounds for suspecting that a systematic scheme existed of ob- 
struction, if not of extensive hostility, against the British Power. 

Major-general Marshall’s division was considerably diminished in i,nestmcm„i 
Native infmtry, by the detachments which had been made.' There was still, Mnmlaiaj/b'v 
however, sufficient, with an abundant supply of stores, for the remaining ujvw^r'’ ' ’ 
service ; and with these he continued his march without unnecessary delay. 

On the ()th of April, he was at Goobree ; at Kuttinghy, on the 7th ; and, on 
the 9th, at Jubbulpoor, where he was joined by a squadron of the 8th ca- 
valry, and the 2d battalion of the 8th regiment of Native infantry. On the 
13th, Brigadier-general Watson was detaclied, from' the camp on the Moolyc 
miUah, with all the cavalry and light companies of corps in camp, to in- 
vest the fort of Mundalah on both sides of the river ; which he effected in 


the completest manner on the following day, after a harassing march of 
eighteen hours over bad roads. A party of the enemy's horse, which were 
encamped under the walls, made a shew of attacking a post in charge of a 
party of Scindiah’s contingent, but were driven in with loss ; and a fire was 
l^ept up from the walls, which was attended with little effect. The reniain- 
'lerof the division with the train, following by the same road, which lay par- 
allel to the river at no great distance, was at Sohrah on the 1 5th ; on the 1 Gth, 
at the Cheereah Ghat; and, on the 18th, the head-quarters arrived before 
Mundalah, though the numerous store-carts were not able to rejoin for some 
^ays alterwards. Thf' tpwn and fort of Mufldalah, whose garrison was 
estimated at two thgi^aiid men, are separated by an artificial ditch ; but, 
taken collectively, 


Si^orm SHI eqpiMteral triangle. Two sides of this are 
"'ashed by the Nerbflddah, Ajjhich makes a^sudden change of course at the 
apex formed by 'to .which it receives the accession of a 

^■nall stream, called tlw^tihjeer river. TheTort-is thus situate on an island 
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, iji theNerbuddah, whose waters enter thb 4itch, whiehis Qnly t<^ b^fia^sed 
^ \yy\ harrow causeway at the eastern extremity. The notth side 
town, or base of the triangle, is a straight line of works, >|hich conhec^tbf 
bank of the river before and after its abrupt turn. In front of this wall is i / 
tjontemj)tible ditch ; and more, dependance appears to have been placed: fn ■ 
the natural security derived from the river, than in the artiAcial "disposition . 
of th^ works. The principal entrance of the town isdn the centre of tKis *\ 
wall, which contains, at frequent intervals, the usual flanking defetfees of 
round towers; but this is entirely exposed to be ta^en in reverse from th^ 
opposite bank, both above and below the fort, as no works cover the tWn 
along the river. Several small villages lie in the neighbourhood of Mun- 
dalah,and they contributed to the facility of its investment. Across the Ner^ 
{A.) buddah, and opposite the west face of the fort, is the village of Mdtajpodr, in 
rear of which was one company of infantry. More distant, and on the left 
I/?.) bank of the Bunjeer, were the head-quarters of the Mahratta contingent. 

Opposite the southern angle of the fort was the hamlet of Ponwah ; and, to 
{(•■) its right, that of Surkwah, in the rear of which were a squadron of cavalry 
and two companies of infantry. On the right bank of the Nerbuddah, about 
. twelve hundred yards^above the town, is situate the village of Khyree, 

{o.) which was occupied by a squadron of the 7th cavalry and a company of in- 
fantry. The village of Benaika, about two thousand yards distant, in a 
(fi.r north-east direction, was occupied by Major Gumming, with a squadron of 
cavalry and a company of infantry. Between this and the last-mentioned 
(F.) village, were a company of infantry and one hundred Rohillsth horse, on the 
skirts of 5' jungle. Six hundred of Scindiah’s Contingent occupied another 
(6.) jungle in front of the gate, from which it was distant fifteen hundred yards, 
throwing forward, at midway, an advanced post, which immediately 
watched the motions of the enemy. On the right of this body,, and on the 

W right bank of the river, were two companies of infantry, commanding the 

nearest Ghat ; and, on the opposite side, were the hea^-quarfers of Bri* 

(/.) gadier-general Watson, with a squadron of cavalry, which completed the 

circle of investment. Such was the disposition of the4roopsIdeteched in 
advance, and which subsisted after the arrival ,6f Majdr,-*gcnfer^^'M^ 
who,, with the remaining troops, encamped on left^ank. ^ 

Heccssity of providing an extraordinary . supply of 
numerous and extensive . batteries proposed to 
^ blished, added to the tardy arrival of the^tof e-cart^>^ pi^veuted ^ 
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niencement of any, works, before ifce 25th of April'; on which day, every 
preparation was ,com|)lete, for a rapid prosecution of the siege. As^pponas 
jt became dark, all the pioneefs and miners, assisted by every Sepoy of the 
battalion companies of corps not on other duty, were carried "down to the 
different positions, already selected for the batteries ; and thirty-two pieces of 
ordnance were on their platforms soon after day-light, notwithstanding the 
lire of the garrison as^oon as the positions of the working-parties were dis- 
covered. The western extremity of the town wall, where it terminates at 
the bank of the river, having been selected as the most favourable point to 
be breached ; battery No. I, of two eighteen-pounders, one twelve-pounder, 
and two six-pounders, was established immediately opposite to it, at the 
distance of five hundred yards. Battery No. 2, for the double purpose of 
breaching and enfilade, was placed on the prolongation of the western ex- 
tremity of the wall, likewise on the opposite side of the river, here about 
three hundred and fifty yards wide; and contained two twehty-four- 
pounders, two eighteen pounders, two eight-inch, and two five-and-a-llalf- 
inch howitzers. No. 3, the mortar-battery, was established in a hollow, 
close to the village of Marajpoor, on the right of No. 2, and consisted of 
three ten-inch, three eight-inch, and eight five-and-a-lialf-inch mortars. As 
this was partially exposed to the hre of the fort, a twelve-pounder was 
placed about one hundred yards to its right, to check any annoyance from 
the enemy, and was denominated No. 4. No. 5, was two six-pounders 
near the village of Ponwah, which bore directly on the causeway cqnnect- 
ing the town and fort; and No, 6, was the sairie number of field-pieces, 
advanced, under cover of strong ground, to within four hundred and fifty 
yards of the eastern extremity of the northern wall. 

By two p.M. of tlip 26th, so much impression had been made on the point 

oi,|. , * 'I'own, .ind Sur 

01 inc wall, against which the breaching-batteries were directed, that the reader of the 
Major-general concluded, that two more hours firing would render it prac- 
ticable. He, therefore, without loss of time, crossed the troops intended 
for the attack, to the right bank of the river. They halted in rear of the 
previous posts ; an^ the column for the assault, commanded by Colonel 
Bewar, consisted bf four coihpanies of, the 2d battalion of the 1st regi- 
ment, eight companies' bf the; "2d bafts^ion of the. l^th regiment, and three 
of the 1st baj^alioiiv of the l4th regiment of Native infkntry; while the 
reserve for its |upp6rt, under, Colpnel Price,^was composed of five compa- 
oies of the 2d battalibmof tije 8tb regiment, and eight companies of the 
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2d battalion of the 28th regiment. Both were placed at Bri^dier-gcne- 
ral Watson s orders, and waited, in anxious suspense, the preconcerted 
signal from Captain Tickell, the commanding engineer, that the road in 
was clear. This officer, and Lieutenant Pickcrsgill, of the qitartermaster- 
general’s department, had both examined it under cover of the enfiladin^- 
battery, which cleared the terre-pleme of the enemy; and ihe^ wCre 
enabled, from actual experiment, to declare its pracjicabilify. The same 
fire facilitated the ascent of the storming-party, a portion of whomi^s^dured 
the ramparts, and the rest descended into the town, where the enemy 
were unable to resist the impetuosity of the attack. This devoted part 
of the garrison, after an ineffectual attempt to maintain their ground, en- 
deavoured to gain the fort ; but, to their dismay, they found the g^te shut 
against them, and that while driven forward to the ditch, by their assailants, 
they were at the same time exposed to the unremitting fire of battery 
No. 5. Their destruction was unavoidable, and among their number was 
said to be Annund Sing, an old officer of the Rajah of Berar, and one of 
the most hostile to the British cause. The only remaining portion of the 
enemy within the' town, were two hundred and fifty who occupied the 
part of the rampart leas-t exposed to the onfilading-battery. These, on the 
advance of the assailants along that work> evacuated the place by a sally- 
port at the eastern extremity. But their fate was not less unfortunate than 
that of their brethren, for they were soon discovered by Major Cummings 
post, and that at Khyree, the cavalry from both of which moved down, and 
dislodging them successively from several covers, at length drove them 
into the river, where they perished, with the exception of fifty, taken pri- 
soners. It was now dark, and the storming-party remained in possession 
of the town for the night, during which one of the outposts; hear the 
river, opposite the fort, observed a small boat crossing to the left bank. 
Among the four persons who were immediately seized on its touching the 
shore, was the Killcdar Sahib Roy Hazerree, who said he came to offer an 
unconditional surrender of the fortress. Whether this, or a desire of es- 
caping, was his intention, may be as doubtful as immaterial but there 
was sufficient reason to suppose the events of the day had' mide ^n im- 
portant iinpressiou on the minds of the garrison. In fact, they never fired 
another shot ; and early next morning, eleven hundred' "Sepoys volun- 
tarily evacuated, unarmed, with Nuthoo.^^Ram, the. coi^ 

at their head. Their loss, during the.operatioffs agaiiu^ the 
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estimated at five hundred, , while, on the British side, it amounted to only 
seventeen^, killed and wounded. In the fort and town were found twenty- 
six ^uns ofc various calibers, from a sixty-eight to a two-and-a-half pounder, 
and shot in abundance, sufficient to have admitted of some days further 

ftring. V . ' . 

In the execution of this service there was nothing to .be regretted; for Trial of tiic 

there was no; essential measure omitted, ahd none appeared superfluous, Rehcihon .imi 
and, as General Marshall justly observed in his reports, “ not a single mis- 
chance occurred to disappoint expectation.” To few operations, however 
successful, can the same remarks be applied ; and among the principal cir- 
cumstances which contributed to this complete accomplishment, must be 
reckoned the extent of the ordnance train, which surpassed whatever had 
hitherto been brought forward during the campaign. The remaining causes 
must be sought in the judicious dispositions, the good behaviour of the 
troops, andin whatever influence good fortune may be allowed to claim, in a 
course of events where her interposition by no means appeared obtrusive. 

On the 28th, the Killedar was brought to a court-martial, for rebellion against 
the British and Nagpoor States, in having refused to surrender his fort; and 
was acquitted, it appearing that he had acted under the orders of the 
Rajah, who, moreover, had placed another cliief at Mundalah, to controul 
his conduct. This was Annund Sing, wdio was killed in the defence of the 
town. On the charge of treachery towards Major 0 Brien, an acquittal 
was likewise pronounced, on that officer’s declaration of his conviction 
that the prisoner was unconcerned in it. The charges against Nuthoo Ram, 

I the second in command, were for instigating the Killedar to the acts foi 
I which he was tried; but, as the principalwas acquitted, his accessary like- 
wise was deemed innocent, and both were handed over to the Civil Com- 
j missioner. General Marshall f now. obeyed an order he received, to return 
^ the im])ortant command of the troops at Kawnpoor, and left Mundalah 
n the 30th of April, when the command of the Saughiir force devolved on 
Irigadier-general .Watson, who had little prospect of further service pre- 
lous to the appi^dfaShjpg rains. 


* Vide ^ 

1 This officer lilocwHc conitD^nded the bombardment of Hattrass, in the month of a ^ 
S17 ; and ju^iiig from thesis two kistahees, he appears to have a just knowledge of the propci 
pplication of ordn^nco for tibe reduction of Indla^ forta. ' ^ 
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Much of .he The object which claimed the first attention ofithe BrigadierVgeheral, 
ct'l' was the reduction of the fort of Chouraghur, situate ainoi^ the hiUswh^h 
form the southern boundary of the Valley of the Nerbuddah.^ ^The ohly 
rvacuated. jj^tish troops in its vicinity were those of Colohel Macmonnes detach^ 
ment, which were too few, and too deficient of the requisite means, for any 
effectual impression on a place of strength; while Colonel Adams p. 
portantly engaged on the Wurdah, as will be hereafter related. Lieutenant- 
colonel Macraorine had been sufficiently employed in oppofittg the prac- 
tices of the Ghoands, in the neighbouring hills. Their hostility was prin- 
cipally directed by Chine Shaw, a relation of the powerful Chief of Hurrye; 
but they avoided giving the Colonel an opportunity of defeating them. The 
success which attended one attack, was calculated to produce and con- 
firm their caution; for Lieutenant Wardlow commanding the pqst ofChi- 
' chellee marched in the evening of the 4th of April, and after makiag thirty 
miles before day-break next morning, suddenly came on a party of the 
enemy at Bussoreeah, , where he destroyed a considerable number. 

The same difficulties as had been experienced in conducting the ord- 
nance-train to Mundalah, delayed its return from that place to J.ubbulpoot; 
the intermediate country being composed of hills and wilds, through which 
the river forces its passage with many abrupt windings, particularly to- 
wards the source. This induced Brigadier-general Watson to divide his 
force fof the march through that country, as had previously been practised 
by General Marshall. Placing the engineers and ordnance parks under 
the charge of laeutcnant-colonel Dewar’s brigade, he marched with the 
remainder of the force on the 1st of May; encamped, on 4th, at the 
mllah; and arrived at Jubbulpoor. on the 7th. Here he 4idted, 

till the 9th, for the rear division, which was brought forward wdh the 
greatest labour and persevering exertions at the drag-ropes , in whic t e 
troops participated with praiseworthy cheerfulness. • The. fhlrce again 
moved forward by Nutwarra; and, having crossed the river, arrived, 
the I2th, at Chindwarra, where, on the same day, it was agani over a 
by part of the park. The Brigadier-general, in the mean whil6y 
a direct communication with Colonel Maemorine, whom he or ere.. ; J 

near Chouraghur; and hp separated from the rest of thejorce^ to acco- 

pany his head-quarters on a rapid advance, tlje whole of javalry. 
lstbatt#dn,ofthe 14th regiment, the engineels, 

pounders. With these, added to the Lieutenant-colonelle aetapttie . 
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proposed to. com# beW the place on the 14th, and ,to possess* himself of 
the towp while t^^liain, expected to rejoin on the 16th, should be en routt. 
But th;^e,^nd some arr^gements for the supply opwater. which was 
in great scaroi^jl^ ‘this season among the hills; were no longer necessary. 
For, at G^rur^aAa, on the 13th, Brigadier-general Watson learned, that 
his approach had induced the garrison of Chou raghur to evacuate on the 
previous day; and Colonel Macmorine announced his having taken im- 
mediate possession with’t^o companies of the 10th. In the town wejre 
found twelve guns; and; in tho hill-fort, three miles distant, were twenty- 
eight. ■ ' 

The Saughur force returned without delay to the Nerbuddah, which it 
crossed the itext day at the Keirpaunee Ghat. In this situation, informa- 
tion was received of the escape of the Ex-Rajah Appah Saib, from the 
detachment which, it may be recollected, (p. 270) was escorting him from 
Nagpoor. lie had suborned the guard which mounted over him, on the 
12th, at Rachoor, about thirty miles south of Jubbulpoor; and when it 
came to be relieved at three a. m. on the following morning, he paraded 
with it, unnoticed, in the dress of a Sepoy. The non-commissioned officer 
of the new guard looked into the tent where Appah Saib was supposed 
to be asleep; and a long pillow, covered with bed-clothes, was shewn by 
one of the attendants, with a request that his master, who was a little indis- 
posed, might not be disturbed. The eight Sepoys, who had assisted his 
escape, fled with him; and found a party of horse and foot in a neighbour- 
ing ravine ready to receive him. The coincidence in the time of this event 
with that of the evacuation of Chouraghur, gives them the appearance of 
a combination, which ha? not been ascertained. As soon as this intelligence 
arrived at .lubbulpoor, a troop of the 8th cavalry, was sent in quest of the 
fugitive ; and the cUvalty, vrith the, escort, were likewise in active search, 
v'ithout being aware of bis real route. Brigadier-general Watson counter- 
marched, on the 16th, t*o Garijjrwarra, leaving a portion of Scindiah’s con- 
ungent, at Keirpaunee, under^. Lieutenant Johnson, to look out for some 
Pindarries, of whose m^yempnts about Deorree, there was a rumour ; but 
seeing no prospect. Of intercepting the Ex-Rajah, he returned, on the 18tb, 
to Keirpaunee, .and n^ day wauAt Bauffitmiee, bmroute to Saughur, 

, th^ reports pressed in from several 
;-Eeishwah ■^b the Nerbuddah, on his 
^8 iprdSt^tiUn. For the discomfiture of 


sooner wau.,ljkjfs.ev^nt‘ piassed 

<]uarters, of the anoroa^ft^'the Ex 
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such a design, Saughur a favourable point. 'The Brigad^^^enetal 

therefore continued his;,^ipgLrch, on 

Koprah on the 21st; and, on the 224 , by jReillie ; 

tached to Hoossingabad t^e 7th regiment ^pf Native 

Cumming, and five companies ottho 2d of the Ist ^vith 

orders to arrive there on the in readiness to nffeet the requisitions 

which might be expected from Sir John Malcoltn. ; ^ 

The commencement of this movement approached the the 

Pindarries, who were plundering in the confines of theDeo^ee and Bhopal 
districts ; and the occasion appearing favourable for dispersing pr des|rpy. 
ing them, four hundred picked horsemen of Scindiah’s contingent were 
detached, on the 21st, under Lieutenant Johnson, with ordera to make a 
forced march, in the view of surprising them. At sun-rise the following 
niorning, after a march of forty-four miles, he reached their biyguiac at 
Goruckpoor, which he instantly, attackad ; and while he dispersed one 
parly, he found himself exposed to .the fire of another, from a rocky emi- 
nence immediately commanding the scene of conflict. The fugitives were 
pursued by a portion of the party, while, with One hundretl dismounted, 
men, he attacked those among the rocks, sword in hand ; and as these stood 
the assault, they were cut down to a man. After this exploit, in which 
the enemy had thirty men killed, and an unknown number Avouiided, 
vvith the loss of forty horses taken, the party countermarched, the same 
day, eighteen miles, having lost ten men and six horses killed s^d wounded; 
and completed a march of sixty-two miles in twenty-four. hours, f 

While at Reillee, Brigadier-general Watson received information; from . 
the Political Agent at Bhopal, of the hostility evinced by somesg^risons in 
the Beirseeah district, for whose reduction there was an emergent necessity, 
and who amounted to near a thousand men, under the gepera^name of 
Baugrees. They had gradually assembled, since ^the m8ll€k of General 
Marshall’s head-quarters fow-ards Saughujr; and tlrpse in l^tunwarree, 
eighteen miles west of Beirseeah, were particularly bold in l|iHJpg^iree,n'C® 
of Captain Roberts’s detachment from Colonel AdaMs'6^^r^4®P 
which had invested the place without the expechitio.n of sUch serious op- 
position. The force arrj^'ed at Saughuf on.,the 24thGaodwhile 
tering-train was still in the rear, the Jyoops were ,lfo|dM^*«|^inesaii(>f 
Eventual movement against the Ex-Peishwah; but' his 
direction appearing no longer, probable, det^hmei^ werp fep^P’ed^ tp 
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proceed against the hostile garrisons. Major Lamb was charged with this 
service; for which he marched on the last day of May, with a detachment 
composed of details of artillery, miners, and pioneers, the 1st battalion 
of the 26th regiment of Native infantry, and one thousand five hundred of 
Scindiah’s contingent, with two eighteen-pounders, four twelves, four mor- 
tars, and two fieW-picces. The Major arrived before Satunwarree, on the 
8th of June, after a march of eighteen miles; and was joined by the small 
force from Colonel Adams’s division. This consisted of two companies of 
the 1st battalion of the 19th regiment, three companies of the 1st and 2d 
battalions of the 23d regiment, five russalahs of the 1st, and a division of 
the 2d Rohillah horse, which arrived on its march from Rampoora to Saughur, 
Tiie ])rescuce of these irregulars had enabled him to dispense with the 
assistance of the division of Scindiah’s contingent ; and Lieutenant John- 
son, commanding it, was sent, during the march, to summon and invest the 
remaining places, Gurrah and Hirautghur Kuveeza, Kooloo-Kheiree and 
Munjnlghur, agreeably to the further instructions he was taught to expect 
from Captain Henley, the Political Agent at Bhopal. Major Lamb found 
the garrison of Satunwarree in possession of some posts outside the place, 
which commanded the only supply of water there; and he commenced 
operations by dislodging these, during the absence of the train, which did 
not come up till late in the evening. The enemy suffered some loss on 
this occasion ; while on the other side there were six Sepoys wounded, and 
proof was received what excellent marksmen were among the Baugrees, 
who, subsisting much on the deer they shoot in the neighbouring jungles, 
had acquired a fatal certainty of aim. During the night of the 9th, the 
batteries being prepared, they opened at day-break on the following morn- 
nig ; and maintained an incessant fire till five o’clock in the afternoon, when 
Captain Tickell, the senior engineer, reported the breach to be practica- 
ble. The commanding-officer concurred in this opinion, after a personal 
examination, which induced him to resolve on an immediate assault. The 
storming-party was composed of the grenadier company of the 1st battalion 
ef the 26th regiment, augmented to two hundred men, and a detachment 
ef the 1st battalion of the 23d regiment, equal to one hundred and fifty men. 
These were to be supported by a reserve of two hundred men from the re- 
■naming corps, to be stationed in readipess at the breaching.-battery, while 
*be rest of the detachment were under* arms. The head of the storming- 
preceded by pioneers with ladders, were allowed to approach within 
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thirty yards of the wall, under cover of a quick di8char|e of gt^pe;oh. fte 
breach ; but suddenly a destructive fire was poured on the head of the 
column, which instantly knocked down thirty-two men of, the first and 
second sections, composed of the 1 st battalion of the iJdth regimfent. The 
rear of the column were the first to retire, and sought shelter a^ong the 
adjacent houses, where they were joined by the rest; and no entreaty of 
Captain Watson, and their other officers, could induce them to (Juit this 
cover. Lieutenant Manson, of the Pioneers, was killed near the breach, 
whither four or five Sepoys only accompanied their European leaders ; and 
the hour of night-fall not being far distaht. Major Lamb allowed the party 
to remain, till the darkness admitted of their retiring without further loss. 
This had indeed been severe, amounting to eighty-six killed and wounded, 
including two officers * ; and the enemy probably suffered also, for they ex- 
posed themsclv'cs to a heavy fire, in the most dauntless manlier, on the 
breach. 

The usual practice of an Indian garrison, after such an event, is to eva- 
cuate during the night ; and there might be a multitude of exarapl^ brought 
forward in support of this observation, without gaining a nearer acquaint- 
ance with the train of reflection or argument which produces a measure 
so inconsistent. If their original intention be to avoid the attack, which 
must ultimately enforce their submission, why not abandon the place, as 
they do not ask for terms, before they have suffered from the first assault? 
Were their object so respectable, as that of diverting the force sent against 
them from other service in a general cause, there would be no foout for en- 
quiry ; but in this instance, as well as in many others, the effort appeared 
to be entirely insulated and desperate. It may be imagined that a point 
of honour induced them to try their strength, in the first instlMiC^; and tJjpt 
having repelled the assault with unexpected slaughter,' their darihig, which 
must have been strained to its utntost pitch, has suddenly suffered 
violent a depression, and they have fled in terror at their om® exploits. 
Major Lamb did not fail to argue justify respecting their probable, jnten*- 
tions ; and disposed his troops, during .the night, fpr their interception 
The garrison made the expected sortie; and about one-half, ' if not fhore, 
are said to have escaped being killed or made prilsoiiers. The ent’ire niltt> 


• Vide Al^ndix. U. 
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her of Baugrees, besideg^y inhabitants of the fort, was estimated at two 
hundred and fifty i^ghting-inen, of whom the commandant, Undah Jemadar, 
was wounded, , and., his brother, with twenty others, were killed before 
the evacuation. Major .Lamb’s detachment returned to Beirseeah, while that 
under Captain Roberts proceeded to Hoossingabad ; and as the monsoon 
shortly afterwards., commenced with violence, this period will be chosen as 
the conclusion of the campaign in this quarter, though occasional move- 
ments of Si partial nature took, place during its continuance, which pro- 
moted the settlement of the country, notwithstanding the reverse which has 
been related; and which may be considered a desirable event for the nar- 
rator, already apprehensive of having wearied his reader wirh too mono- 
tonous a series of successes. 

The division of Scindiah s contingent, under Lieutenant Johnson, was Credaabic Be. 
more fortunate. Gurrah, the first fort to which he came, was attacked sdnZh'?! 
with offers, remonstrances, advice, and menace ; to which its Killedar re- 
luctantly submitted. A similar result attended the proceedings against the 
rciuaining places, which was especially promoted by the Political Agent's 
liresence with the detachment, and the regular conduct of the contingent, 
which gave a confidence never previously justified by the behaviour of irre- 
gulars paid by a Malwah State. The gallantry and willingness they evinced 
on all occasions, since their formation, exhibited a striking difference be- 
tween the same people left to themselves, and under the regulation and 
direction of British officers. Such is the consequence of their punotual 
payment, remuneration for the loss of their horses in action, their supply 
with good pistols and ammunition ; and, above all, their confidence in the 
result of whatever is undertaken by a leader, who they are convinced has 
the skill and information to ensure success, or the necessary support at 
hand, in case of failure, to secure them from destruction. They have na- 
turally all the feelings of light cavalry, regular or irregular, respecting their 
insecurity at night at any distance from infgntry ; and, very properly, this 
arm has generally been attached, to them in a small proportion' ; but their 
service in attacking is quite independent of either foot or guns, as was 
proved before the campaign in a mp6t brilliant affair under Captain Davies*, 
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and. in the recent instance at Goruckpoor (p. 344), where they V^ere taught 
to dismount and assail infantry sword in hand. 

The conduct of irregular horse, in the service of Native. Powers, 
contemptible in every instance, since the commencement of the canlpaigti; 
but as an auxiliary force, without any of those regulations which have^eea 
enumerated, they are in fact hurtful, in consuming the forage andprovisions 
for which they make no return. It was vainly expected in Lord .'Corn- 
Wallis’s first campaign, that they would perform the duties of light troops, 
and ten thousand were procured from the Nizam; but “ they Soom shewed 
themselves unequal to the protection of their own foragers on ordinary oc- 
casions ; and after the lapse of a few days from leaving Bangalore •, they 
never- stirred beyond the English pickets, consuming forage and grain, and 
augmenting distress of every kind.” In the second Seringapatam war they 
were more useful, because placed under the superintendence of an able and 
active officer, the late Colonel Walker. The next occasion of their being era- 
ployed, was during the Mahratta campaign of 1803, when doubts regarding 
their conduct were of sufficient importance to affect thef plan of the Cam- 
paign. At that time, the Mysore horse were an exception to the general 
description of Native auxiliaries ; for they were composed of the men who 
had served both Hyder and Tippoo, and learned, in an excellent school, 
the duties of light troops. But, as these men died off, thC corps lost pro- 
portionally in character ; and the principal impression they are now calcu- 


dred, under the personal command of Captain Davies, after a rapid march of fifty miles, charged 
a body of Trimbuckjee’s adherents nearly four times their strength, strongly posted and prepared 
to receive them. Tlie enemy 'was almost immediately broken and repulsed, find loft four hun- 
dred killed and badly wounded on the field, besides those whose 'wounds w^rc not so severe as 
to prevent them from escaping. Both Captain Davies and Captain Pedlar, the only of his 
European officers who had then joined him, received severe wounds, from which the/ are now 
only just recovering. I have no doubt, that on any occasion on which this corps may be employed, 
it will exhibit a decided superiority over any description of irregular troops against whom it may be 
brought.” — Resident at Hydrahad to Sir Thomas Hislop, June, 14, 1817.^ ' 

* Wilks’s South of India, ii. p. 137. 

t “ The Nizam’s horse are very useless, which annoys me a good 4®al, and s doubt of 

the propriety of sending Colonel Stevenson on the proposed expedition to Beraj,‘*et:Ieast uU 
shall have beaten the enemy in the field. If they were all to follow Qolonel Stevenson into Berar, 
we should effectually relieve the Nizamis territory; but we might meet with a misfortune, 
which there could not be a chance, if the cavalry were worth any thin^.^' — from General 
Wellesley to General Stuart, September 15, 1803. 
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lated to make, will, arise from the uniformity of their dress, which gives a 
unity of appearance of some importance. In Tippoo’s service, they used to 
ride up as enemies to^tiie British line of march, in the most dauntless man- 
ner; but during this campaign, it was impossible to make them, as 
friends, quit the line of march without placing a British officer at their head. 
With that encouragement they were bold enough, and followed their 
leader. Major James Grant, into the range of the cannonade, at Mehidpoor. 
Of the remaining contingents of horse, during this war, little can be said. 
Brigadier-general Hardyman, on his march to Jubbulpoor, was abandoned by 
the Rewah contingent, with the exception of a few men ; and Major-general 
Donkin reported, that he could not trust the Bhurtpoor contingent to per- 
form even the trifling service of escflrting a few bullocks in his rear. 

It may be considered no part of the business of this work to advert to 
the policy which may have weighed with Government, in enforcing the 
supply of the auxiliary contingents of horse. An obvious design was to 
give employment to a class of the population of India, who must otherwise 
follow jiredatory habits ; to abolish which, was the principal view of the 
campaign. The great deficiency of British force rendered an augmenta- 
tion necessary ; and this was the only convenient means of deriving it from 
the resources of the neighbouring States, who should have been as much 
interested as the British Government, in destroying the Pindarries. There 
was no method of rendering their services effectually available to the pro- 
posed end, or of guarding even moderately against their hostility under ad- 
verse circumstances, except the placing them under British officers and 
guaranteeing their pay. Their fidelity can never be depended on with 
the same confidence which may be placed in some corps of auxiliary 
infantry, who have been recruited at a distance, are disciplined to act 
like British battalions in the line, and to look to the British Govern- 
ment as, in reality, their lawful sovereign. The irregular service of the 
horse is too much allied with the nature of the Country Government and 
inveterate prejudice, ta admit of. its being permanently corrected, with- 
out difficulty' 'The Nagpoor contingent never came forward during the 
war; that of Poobah wffls oiily partially produced, even by the measure of 
recruiting bey the Pelshi^vah’s influence; and of a part of the Nizam’s 
reformed horsey, ^ the dohyse^of the campaign, suspicions were entertained ; 
while, on tlxe wholfe body^ the officer b^st authorized to judge, placed no 
dependence in.^ase of ah op|in defection qn. the part of the, Nizam. Since 
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the termination of the war, Government have gradually eurri^ on the xVorJc 
of reduction; the ultimdfe extent of which, whatever be intended, has^ru, 
dently, not been yet promulgated. But, probably, it will neyerl^e proposed 
entirely to abolish this arm ; for under proper regulation^ of ^hicht abundant 
experience has already been obtained, there can be no doubt^f Jtjiieir use- 
fulness for certain services, at a less expense than that of a regul^ trooper, ^ 
The necessity of light troops of this description is acknowledged in every^ 
army , of Europe, while the British army i^ almost the only one 1v|uch is 
unable or unwilling to maintain it. That paternal feeling fqr the inhabitants 
of the seat of war, will always be opposed to the employing troops yv:hose 
subsistence shall be left to chance, or, in other words, to tl^e prodi^ce of 
plunder. The same principle extended to India, consideMbly cramps the 
employment of irregular horse in the British service ; for they are allowed 
to take nothing without payment, and therefore fall back on the bazars of 
the regular army for their support, unless they find open markets wherever 
they go*. One of the principal dangers to be guarded against is, the in- 
troduction of too much regularity and discipline ; which, while it is insuffi- 
cient to make them troops of the line, will spoil them as light troops. The 
more regularity is enforced, the more will the Government impose on it- 
self the necessity of providing for multiplied wants, the absence of which 
should be the pride of light troops. In Hyder s and Tippoo’s service, the 
Silladar horse were not permitted to plunder their own country, while war 
was waged in it ; yet they were by no means tied to the main army. They 
harassed the British line of baggage continually ; and towards evening, 
drew off to a distance of ten or twelve miles, to avoid surprise at night, 
though they slept holding their bridle-reins. Perhaps, however, ^this per- 
fection may be impracticable in the British service; and the permanent, 
though imperceptible effect of a rigid system of regulationi Jiay }^© supe- 
rior to the occasional advantages, however great, to be derived from an 
attention to more temporary and obvious expediency. 

This Chapter being dedicated to the affairs of ,^the Nagpoojt’ country, ia 
which the operations north of the Nerbuddah hav^* briughit to a 
termination with the commencement of the rains; *the ^res^Uwill be/ a fit 

' : ^ 


^ ^Tlw; J^ulhor trusts it will not be concluded; froxiAi^BC observ^^ns, th|U in adwcai^ 
fo» th« Cossack system ; his object being to elucidate the state case. V " ^ ^ 
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occasion for describing' thos^Jn thd southern quartet, directed by Colonel 
Adams. This offlcer, ’after his dispersion of Bfajee Rao’s army at Seonee 
encamped at Andobrree on the Wurdah, from the 20th to the 26th of 
April, and arrived on the 28th, by Alleepoor, at Hinghenghat, where the 
1st battalion of the 23d regiment, with the ordnance train, had already 
arrived from Hoossmgabad (p. 27J .) He was joined, on the 3d of May, by 
Major Goreham's detachment, composed of the corps and details of the 
Madras Establishment, destined for the Nagpoor subsidiary force ; which 
had been detained a few days at Boorgaum, awaiting the arrival, from 
Oomrouttee, of an eighteen-pounder, whose services were likely to be re- 
(, Hired at the expected siege of Chattda. The Colonel was at Deogaum 
„n the Gth, and arrived before this place on the 9th of May, with an effi- 
cient foice, composed of the troops of both the Bengal and Madras Pre- 
lidcncies, amounting to one thousand Native cavalry*, a troop of horse- 
arullcryt, of which half was European and half Native, a complete com- 
pany of European foot artillery |, three thousand Native infantry §, two 
companies ot pioneers ||, and two thousand irregular horse, with three 
eighteen-pounders, four brass twelves, six howitzers, and twelve six- 
pmindcrs. This extensive town, equal in size to Nagpoor, is situate be- 
tween two small rivers, the Eerree and Jurputtee, which join at the dis- 
tance of half-a-mile from its southern extremity. At the northern extremity 
is (I deep and extensive tank, and beyond it some hills commanding the 
pLicc, at the distance of nine hundred yards; and between them and the 
tort arc thick groves of trees. On the east face are suburbs, interspeVsed 
with trees, and separated from the town by the Jurputtee river ; and op- 
posite the southrfiast angle, distant seven hundi’ed and fifty yards, are 
othei hills, beyond which the encampment was ultimately established, 
ithin the place, at equidistance from the north and south faces, but nearer 


(Plan 34 .) 


"" The 5 tli and regimeiits, and a ^uadron of the 8th, 


§ J^he 1st battalion of the 19 th iregiment, six companies, 1st battalion of the 23 tl, six 
^^^panits, flank lwt| 3 ilion, feengal Est^blislunpnt, five companies; and 1st battalion of the 
’ ist hattalion d? the llih fegim and foUjr flank companies, Madras Establishtnent, 

company bengaVjnd one Madras, B^blis^ent. 

.... ^ 


t lhcEuropean^ 7 Madra», and'the iifatives, Bengal. 
1 Ih n^ral and Mad|^s Establishra^t. 
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the eastern than the western wall, is situated a citadel, called the Balia 
Killa; and the rest of the interior consists of straggling streets,, 4etached 
houses, gardens, and plantations. The walls of Chanda are six miles 
round ; and as their direction is frequently broken, and they are surmounted 
by a high parapet, their effectual enfilade becomes impossible^* are 

built of cut free-stone, well cemented, are from fifteen to twenty feet hig^^ 
and flanked by round towers, capacious enough for the largest guns. Of 
these there were eighty on the works ; and the garrison, of whom a few 
were Arabs, amounted to two thousand men. 

While selecting a suitable point for the attack, the first battery was 
erected, on the 13th, at night, on the southern hill, and admitted one 
eighteen-pounder, two howitzers, and one six-pourider, to amuse the enemy 
while the necessary collection of materials for the siege was in progress. 
Both shells and red-hot shot were thrown into the town, to intimidate the 
garrison, who returned the fire with as little effect, for no conflagration suc- 
ceeded these attempts. Connected with these dispositions was the esta- 
blishment of a post in the suburb, called Baboolpett, consisting of the bat- 
talion of Bengal light infantry, and one squadron of cavalry, under Captain 
Doveton, whose vigilance so near the city was an important advantage. 
Some days were spent in reconnoitring ; and, at length, the south-east 
angle being determined on for the breach, on the night of the 17th a bat- 
tery of four twelve-pounders was constructed within four hundred yards of 
that point, to destroy the collateral and flanking defences, and to enfilade 
the south face. To this was added a howitzer battery, at the distance of 
six hundred yards on the capital of that angle. Independent of these, 
was an enfilading-battery of three six-pounders, on the prolbngation of 
the eastern face, and distant four hundred yards ; but though three of the 
enemy’s guns were dismounted, little impression appeared to be made on 
the garrison, for the effect of the four twelve-pounders was very unini* 
])ortant. During the night of the 18th, the breaching-battery of three 
eighteen-pounders was completed within two hundred and fifty yards of the 
angle attacked ; and it opened at day-break next mornifeg ; the working- 
party having suffered a few casualties during the night, from small arms, 
At four p. M. of the same day, the way in was practic^able,' and the 
storming-party in readiness to enter. But the assault was delayed till the 
following morning; while during the night an incessant fire was maintained, 
to prevent the garrison from forming a retrenchment which they ineffec- 



tually atteri^pted. • ffitenant-coWd Scot wis appointed to-comra^d the- ‘ 
stornung-party coaSfting §C<Mro^^ro^^^ oP.iy'hich the right was coto- 
posedp^Se^l ,^^PV*^® each was, sup- - 

^ hhl| company oifipioneer^ of their respective 
cstablishmehjs. Lieplfnant^cpldhel Pop}iam.,^ii\manding the right column- ■ 

Irad under hjs orders. f&,ur coippanies oi& Bedgal grenadiers, followed by 
pioneers with l^ders, and the Ist . battalion of the 19th regiment of Native 
infcntry. Ca^ptain Broot;cpmmahded the left columri,' consisting of four 
flank companies, folfowed'liy jiipneers with ladders, and the Jst battalion 
oltlie 1st reghnpnt of Native infantry, ‘i* The 1st battalion of the 23d Bengal," 
and the 1st battalion^of the, l|th regiment of Madras Ifative infantry, fol-". 
lowed; while with the,ad>apce^ sections WM a detail of artillery^irmn,' pro- 
vided with spnnge-stdyes and nails, for either turning the enemy’s guns, or 
fur spiking them. A reserve' consisted of the Bengal light-infantry battalion, 
four troops of the. 5th cavalry dismounted, and two horse-artillery guns • 
the whole commanded by Major Clarke: and for the protection .of the’ 
camp, were left the infantry pickets, a squadron of the 5th cavalry,: and 
three hundred of the Nizam's horse; while the remaining cavalry, viz. the 

6th, and Nizam’s irregulars, were distributed around the pla.ee; to cut up 

the fugitives. " \ ^ 

llie storming-party, in sections, marched from camp at the appointed Capture 
ttme, in two columns, the heads of which were equally advanced; and in 
this order they crossed the Jurputtee to the foot, of' the breach, up^whicH' 
they were conducteia; at break of day, by Lieutenant-colonel ScoC^hose 
gallant offer of commanding on tpis dangerou^ ^%«;vice had been Accepted 
"itli alacrity. So to the ^vaijpe had b^tt .effected with immaterial loss ; 

01 a tremendous ^te, from aH the gi^ns viffech could be brought to bear on 
t e breach and dt^n^, had been previously pourfd jn fpr half an hour. 

>e garriso|'w'efe, 'toy^ej^ei^'lhtiiely prepar^,^^^ a warm . 

ISC large, of sni|dla^s dn th&inefid of the columns; separated, not- 

nnd^tleft as pi^ciopcertefi,.un^r their respective 
«mmander«. . ''p||ipteil^t|col5^j.|cm4ook^i^^^48onal command of, the 
' pporting ^atte^'^ch'mlrch^-^jpp .tfiO cenfcl street -qf the town;v 
Dr ^ breach. , right column, in' 
diuM)i et %ith . jionaidetabie. oj^positien from bo- . 

eso t e gar^^;w^T|^E'driye|ii bac^ appeared to, cibss over towards . 

tvesterm-rar^^^m: wi^S^be^fnepuntered |eft column. This .pad.- 
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attempted, at first, to keep along the terfe-pkine ; . finding ifs pfogfeas 
impeded by \oxi^ fraises^ it descended into the place, , and keeping closV 
along the foot of the rampart, was not only able to drive the^enem^ftom 
the works, but from houses on the right, which were occupied ^o their an^ 
noyance. In this manner it had proceeded two miles, before i^ttcopjitelred 
any opposition materially to obstruct its progress ; but, at length, a h^avy 
body, probably that which had retired before the right attack, shewed a 
determination to dispute their further advance. Captain Charlesworth, and 
Lieutenant Watson, of the Madras Establishment, were here wounded se- 
verely : but the column still pressing on, the enemy were driven back ; for, 
all this time, their further stand would have endangered their being taken 
in reverse, as the right and supporting columns were closing in to the same 
point. No further attempts of any importance were made to rally; and 
the garrison shortly dispersed to seek safety in flight, by letting themselves 
over the walls, for every gate and sallyport, two excepted, had been built 
up. The Killedar Gunga Sing, with about two hundred of them, were 
killed, and one hundred taken prisoners, within the hour which elapsed 
from entering the fort till it was completely occupied ; but the number 
who fell outside were much inferior, partly on account of the thick jungle, 
on the northern face, and of the great extent of the walls, which obliged the 
cavalry to scatter, in small and distant parties, for the investment. Among 
the fugitives was a Ghoand Rajah, in whose palace was found considerable 
property ; among the rest, nine lacs of rupees, dug up a few days after the 
storm. There were found, also, an extensive variety of European manu- 
factures, such as glass, and some pictures ; for this aucient capital being 
considered as the citadel of the kingdom, had become^he grahd repository 
<d’ whatever was considered rare or valuable. The British loss ^>byvv'hich 
this acquisition was made, amounted to an inconsiderable number, com- 
pared with its importance, as depriving the enemy, before the monsoon, of 
their principal fortress, connected in opinion with the existence of the 
Nagpoor dominion. 

* Vide Appendix X. ; in which are not included the names oi^ Andersen 

killed, and Lieutenant Fell, attached to the Pioneers, wohnded. 
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INTEREST OF APl^AIf; SAIB BHO^tAH. 

The i^riod which elapsed from arriving before ^Chapda^ to' breaking Comparison of 
(rround^ appears Ion gfer than was obviously necessary,* or; than would, be indunandEu- 
considered e3^jcu$lt|e in European warfare 5 but there is a 'wide diflPerpce 
between ti|)prdachin^ a fortified city of six mile'S^ circumference, thickly 
wooded Dtt ^me Sides, atid coming before a place of moderate size, and 
perhaps regular shap^, of which an accurate plan is in the possession of the 
besiegers, aud which may enable an engineer to calculate the day of storm- 
ing the counterscarp, nearly as well as to decide on the point of attack. 

Almost every fortress in Europe has" been frequently attacked, and fre- 
quently taker! ; and the journals of fbrmer sieges will probably shew how 
they are to bp again approached with certainty of success. This is not the 
case in India : no instruction can arise from a knowledge how a place was 
formerly besieged, beyond the information where batteries have been 
established ^ which, with regard to hill-forts, is of some importance. Yet 
these examples will not shew every position to which a gun can be carried 
by European exertion, skill, and perseverance f ; and the establishment of 
batteries in points formerly considered inaccessible, has, on many occa- 
sions, been effected, to the astonishment of the garrison. The greater the 
regularity of any fortified place, the more certainty is afforded respecting the 
length of its practicable defence, and, at the same time, an. equal certainty 
as to the time in which it may, with proper means, be reduced. The 
whole operations on both sides are conducted by measured and calculable 
steps, which even mines can scarcely obstruct. But in the siege of an ir- 
regular walled city, which may contain an army, and offers unlimited 
means of successive retrenchment, so much depends on accident, and the 
comparative bravery of the two parties, which are elements of most un- 
certain value, that the remaining data of calculation become both weakened 

Vlicn Gokla besieged .Wassotah, he established his batteries in the same places, subsequently 
by the engineers of Brrgadier-general Pritzlcr’s force. 

+ Officers who served in General Wellesliiy’s army in 1803, will probably recollect an anec- 
of the late ColonebAVilliam Wallace, who was charged with the execution of certain opera- 
on one side of the hill-ibrt of . Gawilghur. It w|jis necessary that a heavy gun should be 
^ranispoited to a difficult position; ttad it so long baffled all end^Javoitrs for its conveyance over 
proeijntoes heights, tliat di® artill^^-jofficer, in despair, reported the accobiplishment to be impos- 
sible. “ Impossible, sir !" repeated impatiently .the veteran Coloiiel, who, had alibis lite main- 
the most elevated sentinjenti regarding implicit obedience-*r“ -Impossible, sir !'• Have I not 

^ fop it in my pocket ?” and dpubtjess the result evinced the . efficacy of the order., ^ 

. ■ " 1 ..^ ^ 
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siild dimiiiishcd. How often have Brilish stor^iri^*farties hy 

the enthusiasm of a petty garris^V and be^in'j successful agrafe, gar-- 
risdns of the most formidable appearance ! * 

" It has been already observed, that the forts of India are liKe thos^l 

Europe before the introductidri of regular, fortification. Both ar^aj;l¥J 
by the absence of outworks, for their additional lines were conStructe«l 
within, instead of without, the body of the place, and furnished a succession 
of retrenchments,, the last of which were possibly more strong than tfee 
first. If between these lines the garrison were exposed to the 
shells in a confined situation, that inconvenience was not les» the share of 
the besiegers, after they came to possess the out^ lines. But on the other 
hand, if there be a ditch between the two walls, as St Seringapataiji, Most 
■ of the shells will find their way into it, and burst innoxiously. So little 
discipline obtains in Native armies, that their courage Hi very uncertain; 
bearing, on some occasions, the most exalted and devoted character, as at 
Satunwarree, where they crowded on the breach which wa^' ploughed 
by grape ; and, at other times, marked by the most pusillanimous traits, 
under the most advantageous circumstances, as has been frequently 
seen in the course of this campaign. But the enemy not only wanted dis- 
cipline, but all those provisions for their support in'^cases of extremity, 
and for their supply with military stores, and other el ceteras, which speak 
confidence to a garrison, and proceed from the same provident combination 
and foresight, which acknowledge the necessity of discipline as one of 
the most material elements of an efficient army. The variety of the caUbers 
of the guns in all their forts, and the consequent confusion. o|^.thelr shot 
and quantity of powder for their charge, added to the frailness of theii 
carriages, which soon rendered tliem unserviceable, deprived^^eiff 
tions of all weight.. , The positions of their guns were anothef- sourds ot 
weakness. In some instances exposed on high cavaliers, forTOC ^ 
uselessly extensive range,mr otherwise confined in a^ tower#- where e 

of a shot from the besiegers were scarcely avoidable, but seWbifl 

■> s-i 


* At .the laat siege of S/ringapManj, that fort was stormed whoa there Wete hut thrSe 
provisions for ffie fighting-tnen remaining ; aiid ^ Msauk may be^ren^^ca Co 
emergently necessary.# Yet, had not by 9l^ae a way been left fee erbssfog j gj 

wliose existence was previously unknown, tlie event of that day must be deemed .y® 
calculation. . . 



of being du^ted'^ ^njc cd^V^ '^s c«>llafe^l salient ang^e. whether from 
injiidicioug^T^iBtructed ettb^azures, or insufficieocy.oC spdca; '’(These 
considerations are more^afipli^le to the Mahratta wars^ than to those of 
Mysore; th*^ d^S^ts- # the^^kingdom recognizing thg. superior skill p| Eu- 
ropeanVa^-;deVisftig^U^DSe'alter4ions a«d additioia to their forts, w^eh 
gave tfeem* resectability and strength. ’ ' ‘ . 

Oh -the 24fh of May*, -Cloionel Adams marched his division from 
da, leavuig' for the^-^rrihonofthat place the Ist battalion of tlie HmHE 
giment of Natf^e infantry, and arrived by the route of Hingenglli 

at Nagpooi^ oIiJtoi^ 1st of June. Here'^he left the 6th Bengal cavalry 
and squa^ojtt of t>e ®th, the Ist battalion of the 23d regiment of.>Bengal 
Native infantry and battering-frairi, with the Madras troops, under Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Scot; and, after two days’ halt, continued his march, with 
tlie expectation of arriving at Hoossingabad before the commencement of 
tlie heavy rains. The 5th Bengal cavalry preceded his movement, being 
under orders to Bundah, on the northern frontier of BundOlcund ;,and the 
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head-quarters and remainder of the division completed their march, on the 
15th of June, by the route of Mooltye and ‘Shawpoor. During his return 
towards the river. Lieutenant-colonel Macmorine, who had' been left in the 
vicinity of Chouraghur on the evacuation of that place in the middle of May, 
was constrained, at the end of that month, to return to his cantonment, at 
Garurwarra, hopeless of effecting any service at so late a season of the year. 
1 he movement of a detachment under Major Richards, on Buttaghur, 
wliich obliged Appab Saib to retire from thence further into the hills, 
closed the operations from that quarter. One Ghdand Chief, xcalled the 
Dillum Rajah, had copie in, shortly after the Cession of the Valley. His 
example, howeyer, vyas not tpliowed ; for several other Chiefs, who at first 
were less decided, were awed inbu the adoption of the Ex»Rajah’s cause, by 
the influence of the Chief of Hufrye and the Killedar of Chouraghur, who 
threatened to layiji)isnjp|^the country' if they deollned to join their party. 
Under this discwi^l^g, prospect, a rewar<J‘’of two lacsbf rupees, and a 
jaghire of ten thousand rupees pw annum,, was offered^.under the sanction 
ot Government, for the eppyehension'bf Apj^ah Saib; > i^t the sequel will 
shew that the Barbatistt|^,tl®abng whom hfe't«si4pd, -^ere tdb much bound 
their s^e 6f« fidelity, to bg, gained , by a| temptation, whieh, in more 
^'h'ilized ^tatc^'tiiilftiliave proved irresistiSfe. ' 
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CHAPTER IX. 

SUBMISSION OF THE PEISHWAH, AND DISSOLUTION OF THE 
MAHRATTA CONFEDERACY. ‘ ' ' 

March of the Hydrabad Division from Jaulnah to BoorJmmipoOr. Bajee Rao^s Application 
to Sir John Malcolm for friendly Intercession, Considerations which dictated the Con- 
duct observed by Sir John Malcolm, Disposition of Sir John MakoMs Division 'during 
the Negotiations. Interview between Rajee Rao and Sir John Malcolm. Ultiindtitm 
dispatcjied to the Ex^Feishwah. His reluctant Surrender on Conditions, Reflectiom 
respecting the Necessity of the Terms granted. Return of the Hydrabad Divism to 
Quarters. March of Sir John Malcolm with the Ex-Peishwa/i towards the Ncrbvdduh. 
Mutiny of the Arabs, Suppression of the Mutiny, Refections on this Service, Ar- 
rival at Mhow, and Confrmation of the -Convention. Comparison of the British with 
Native Governments. Difficulty attending a fair Judgment respecting Indian Af am, 
Mutability of Indian Empires, 


The reader is congratulated on having arrived at the last Chapter on the 
subject of the Campaign. If the previous details have.aflPorded any interest, 
it is hoped that some curiosity may still exist, to trace the termination of 
the Ex-Peishwah’s struggle for sovereign power ; a struggle which^ how- 
ever ill fated, has yet been seen to continue after reiterated defelatatioiis 
of adverse fortune. • ' 

His flight seemed restricted within a magic cir^, from which he ap- 
peared destined never to be emancipated. He fled^vice to thefchorthward, 
and twice to the southward. To the westward was the oceafi and to the 
eastward, where the land was wide, and contained welt-wishers fo his 
cause, he had met with one of his severest defeats. Again, lie ^ou^lit the 
north ; and after a flight 6f several hundred miles, foun(i himself^ 
borders of Khandesh, not far distant from the'^xtrelhe pMnt 6t a previous 
visit, but more closely beset by enemies than on the fofmerjpceaSion, 
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describe the. means by which this was effected, it becomes necessary to ' 
return to the, operations of Brijfadier-general Doveton’s Division, which (m^pv.) 
were discontinued with its ^val at Jaulnah on the 1 1th of May. However 
harassed it had been by the late marches, the period of repose was not yet 
arrived ; for the accounts of the enemy’s progress and re-assembly, called 
cmcrgently for further exertion. The order of march was accordingly 
republished, at the season in which troops generally establish their mon- 
soon quarters ; and after only two days’ halt, the Hydrabad Division got in 
motion again, on the 14th of May. At Kodally, on the 16th, the detach- 
ment under Lieutenant-colonel Heath, which escorted the sick details and 
caiiturcd guns from Mehidpoor, passed through the camp on their way to 
Jaulnah. This officer, who had commanded the post of Hindia, was di- 
rected by Sir Jolm Malcolm to deliver it to the next officer, an’d to place 
himself in charge of the several parties which arrived from Malwah (p. 270), 
at the end of April. . He prosecuted his march, by Charwah and Peepload, 
without the occurrence of any extraordinary event ; but at Boorhaunpoor, 
on the ()th of May, he learned the arrival of Bajee Rao at Changdeo. This ’ 

Chief’s route from Oonerkeir had been conducted by Ahoonda and Bonee, 
where his brother separated from him (p. 278), and from thence by Char- 
tana, and between Meiker and Jafferabad, till he descended the Dewul 
Ghat. He encamped at Bellooa on the 4th of May; and next day, at 
Changdeo, he heard of Lieutenant-colonel Heath’s approach. The appre- 
hension of an attack induced him to ascend the Ghats of Sautpoora imme- 
diately, and there he had leisure to repose after his harassing flight from 
the Dockan. From Kodally, the Hydrabad Division arrived in two marches 
at Adjuiita, and halted there one day. On the next, it continued its route 
by Samro^d and Hurtallah, where, on the 23d, a detachment was prepared 
to inarch against a party of the enemy, supposed to fie near BeawuL beyond 
die Taptee ; but it was subsequently countermanded, on intelligence of 
their having dispersedy at th© approach of the division. -On the 25th, the 
Brigadier-general crossed the Taptee ; and encamped on its right bank, at 
short di|ttance above tlw city of Boorhaunpoor, preparatory to his pro- 
jected attack of Bajee Rtip. This chief was then epcaraped in the vi- (Mapvii.com- 
cinity of Ohoolkoat janii Bpoee^ with an^jestimated force of five thousand 
horse and Tour thousand foot, of whom h|if jwefe Arabs ; and immediately 
arrangements wefe ngiai^^ for .marching against him that same night, with a 
|>clection of such troops as were still fit for so strenuous an exertion. The 
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detachment was formed, and the houir of 

the moon, when the march wa,t co»nJ;ern4anded,; m con^^ueiwe^og 
ceipt of intimation, that Bajee Rao was engaged in a negotiation resg^tife 

the terras of his surrender to Sir John Malcolm. . 

To account for this circumstance, the situation of Sir JoJI)^ alcela^Js 
force, when the approach of, Bajee- Rao was first reported^ musf/be reeot, 
lected (p. 269). From his position at the head of tlm Malwab ©^ats,‘'Sir. 
John, on that occasion, detached, without delay, the 1st bat^Uon'OfcthV' 
14th regiment of Madras Native infantry, to occupy the ^ost of Muiii^ur 
and the adjoining fords of the Nerbuddah ; and marched., bi^ fortes iip the . 
first instance, to Mhow, about twelve miles sonth-west of IridoSifVSe^he 
proposed to establish his monsoon cantonment. It was here he learned 
certainty of Bajee Rao’s arrival at Dhoolkoat, which wa? % first satis- 
factory information of the precise point towards which his flight was di- 
rected. While Brigadier-general Watson was requested to eontrihate to 
the chain of posts from the upper part of the Nerbuddah, every exertion was 
used to complete it along the low'cr part of its course. The 3d ^adras 
cavalry was detached to Hindia, in order- that, reinforced from thefiv. with 
some infantry, it might assume a favourable position for closing ii>on the 
enemy. To enable a battalion at Hindia^to make a suitable detachpient, 
two companies were sent, to reinfbrce it, by Sir* John Malcolm, like- 
wise detached six companies to occupy the Oonchode pass, one company 
tq that of Peepalda, thirty miles to the west of it, in the same ran^e ol lulls, 
tliree' companies to the Ghats, in the Dhar .jlislrml-j ®bd a ford at ChikaWah 
t.q„.the Nerbuddah, abhut fifty-five miles west of MyheysWur. - Thgse dis- 
positions, -whicb were completed before the m^dle^ipf May, enabled Sir 
John Malcplm'to^as&mpe an appropriate tone towards the' ag|pts^<the 
fugitive Chief, wfio sought the British o«up Mhpw, wi^ 
treati(|S thaf,lbe wopld jpterppse his good offices the re-wtablis^ifi^pt 

their distrj^ted affairs. They were received oh. thi^ riigjhCof ’tfie Jp^ti 
May-^W^ were penpitted to use.pll their eloqt^nce, .t^^tetruhte the cn 
ipinabhonduct of theip master ; who, .they .saidi beeps ftlwj^. averSb to 

thi ii^r, ps attempted;to prbve,^^,,,P-re|erence 
of his< 5 haract^|,,,„ They concluded ^tli a tdqu^t, tj^^irslohn 
thqir |ii|m ^l^rmcf , an^ ^er tl^; consolation of ap old fr&n#' ® 
dee^e^ to^;thl§: 4 jhe.asure ^oulfi have thpbad 

lieft' Uiat aieconcHiation with jpajee 'Rao was ^till a de^^e^^ject * 
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the Britiih Gbyenrweiit, independent of its being calculated to withdraw 
him from,^he immediate.direction of thbse military dispositions, which might 
eventually require the most vigilant conduct. To counteract the first sup 
position, ^e Vakeels were distinctly informed, that Bajee Rao must abandon 
all expectation of ever again enjoying Princely dignity or Sovereign rule- 
and they -were furnished with a copy of the proclamation, declaring him 
deprived of government, and the country conquered, from which po"sition 
there wai no longer a possibility of retracting. ■ 

Thesd were points on which Sir John had no doubt of the Governor- 
general s^nteptions ; but there were others of a more questionable nature, 
respectini which he was unfurnished with any instructions. He was not 
however, a person who naturally dreaded responsibility ; and in his present 
situation, to await the arrival of orders, was to abandon all the power, 
wliich th^ forbearance of the monsoon left in his hands. The ill-disposed 
parties ii^Malwah had been crushed ; and Scindiah had remained without a 
reasonabjifc hope of successful hostility, on the Marquis of Hastings with- 
drawing the troops from his frontiers : but the inconsistency of Native 
Govermnents promised no satisfactory security against the recommence- 
ment of the war, should the Ex-Peishwah gain the plains of Malwah. His 
esciipc across the Nerbuddah during the monsoon, was either probable, or 
its pieverition depended solely on a strict guard of the river during that 
inclement season, along a course of many hundred miles; while, in his pre- 
sent situation, it was deemed totally impracticable to reduce him before 
the monsoon ; and his existence, even in a position however invested, was 
calculated to maintain a state of suspense throughout the Deckan and 
Malwah, jextremely disadvantageous to the British interest. By the ar- 
rangements in progress, he would be ultimately hemmed in as long as the 
dry weather continued ; biit he was confident against the first effects of 
an attack, having secured a hasty retreat into Asseerghur, which could not 
be besieged during the rains. To understand this singular situation, a 
topographical description must be given of the position of Dhoolkoat, 

" liich is sprrounded by hills of difficult access. Bajee Rao's rear was on 
Asseerghur, with which it had a direct communication of only nine miles ; 
and the approach to it on that side, from which Brigadier-general Doveton’s 
nree was distinct only one march, necessarily passed under the guns, and 
®ven musqnetry.pf jhe 'lower defences, or through a ghat which, though 
etween the enetny and the fort, -was of long and difficult ascent. His 
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flanks were secured by impervious hills and jungle; and the fe\<^ passfes 
which led to the front, as well as that from Calachabootra in the rear, were 
guarded by desperate bands of Arabs, capable of maintaining a protracted, 
if not a successful, defence. In either event, BajeeRaowas determined to 
fly into Asseerghur, the Killedar of which was ardent to obtain and de- 
serve the honour of being the champion of the Peishwah'and theMahratta 
cause. From these and other considerations, which might be further ex- 
tended with, considerable force, (were the defence of a transaction, the 
conduct of which has been occasionally questioned, to precede the military 
exposition of the means by which it was brought to a termination,) Sir John 
Malcolm concluded that the earliest possible reduction of Bajee Rao's power, 
was paramount to any narrow calculation of the expense at which it might 
be purchased. He even judged that this reduction might be prevented by 
the unfortunate protraction of a contest, the expense of which was as real, 
though its duration was less certain. In pursuance of this resolution, he 
dispatched an otliccr with the Vakeel, to the Mahratta camp, and charged 
them, among other conditions, to declare, that Bajee Rao would not he 
permitted to reside in the Bcckan, and that it was expected he would 
surrender, were they in his power, Trimbuckjee Deinglia, and the murderers 
of the two Vaughans.* 

It was Sir John’s promise and intention, to meet the Ex-Peishwah at the 
Nerbuddah, in a private manner, to arrange the inferior conditions of his 
surrender, should he consent to the preliminary articles, and come unat- 
tended ; but the Vakeels had departed a few days only, when the intelli- 
gence was received of the escape of the Ex-Rajah of Nagpoor. This event 
ajvpeared of so much importance, that Sir John immediately.sent after-or- 
ders for the V'^akeels to proceed alone, "and his assistant to await their return 
with the acquiescence of their master in the terms offered to him. It was 
now necessary, not only that his escape should be prevented, bvit that Ap- 
pall Saib (the Ex-Rajah of Nagpoor) should be prevented from joining 
him ; and the early formation of the cordon of troops became proportion- 
ably pressing. The 1st battalion of the 14th regiment of Native infantry was 
accordingly directed to cross the river from Mundleisur, atjd to approach, 
by moderate ihovements, the Mahratta camp ; while Deutehant-colont 


* The reader is referred back to pp. 5, 71, for further inl'oruiatioftoil-itiiese ti^o head!- *.,. 
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IJussell’s detachment instructed to advance towards the same point 
from Hindia; Sir Johnijrepaited himself towards Mundleisur. where he 
arrived on the 22d,^when the distribution of his force was then in three lines 
as follows: , 

Along the Nerbuddah :-Head-qaartcrs at Mundleisur. with one com- 
pany of infantry at the Chicalda ford on the right, one at the Raveir ford 
Oil the left, and four companies at Hindia. 

In advance -The 1st battalion of the 14th regiment, and flank compa- 
uies of the Russell brigade atGogaum, with a small post of irregular horse 
at Beekungaum ; and" tbe 3d cavalry, with eight companies of Native in- 
lantry, and two guns, at Charwah. 

Above the Ghats, in the rear:— The Bombay brigade of infantry at 
Mhow. with advance posts at the Jam and Sumroal passes; having on the 
ri;’lil two companies at Boree, with one company below the Ghats at Bauo - 
and on the left two companies at Peepulda, five companies at Oonchode’ 
and the Rohillah* cavalry, and Bhopal contingent, at Ashta. 

Sir John Malcolm was at this time aware of the approach of Brio-adier- Interview be 
^.nneral Doveton towards Boorhaunpoor, as was, likewise, Bajee Rao”; who 
apprehensive of an attack from that side, was anxious that intimation should 
he sent to the Brigadier- general, of the existence of the negotiation. Being 
informed that this must depend on his moving towards Sir John, to shew 
Ins sincerity, he got in motion accordingly. Having by this means in- 
duced a Native officer, charged with a letter for Brigadier-general Doveton, 
to dispatch the same, he instantly halted, having only advanced three miles ; 
and tliis communication it was, which prevented Brigadier-general Doveton 
from attempting a night attack, on the 25th, from Boorhaunpoor. This 
tunsaction, with the delays of the Vakeels, convinced Sir John, that to 
liring matters to a Speedy conclusion, the Ex-Peishwah must be pressed 
closely ; and while he directerl Lieutenant-colonel Russell to advance to- 
wards Boorgaum, he carried his own head-quarters, on the 27th, to Beek- 
ongaiim. Here he was 'lact by the Vj^eels, who declared their master’s 
isposition to canfortnjp|ithe terms generally proposed, and requested that 
• re assistant might be%^nt back' with them. Sir John Malcolm acquiesced 

■ — V I ■ - 
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h five fbriiliflg Captain Roberts’s detachment returning from Baglee, 
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in this' request, and moved, on the 29th, to Metawal, wit^iln 
the Mahratta camp. iTwd more' days -were lost in fruitless^negot|Mii^' 
before Bajee Rao consented to advance to meet the iftt’itish cojantmanden 
Even this concession was marked by evident tokens of apprehension^^^ 
he stipulated that he should come only five miles, and but half a mije disr 
tant from his hills; while Sir John Malcolm, leaving his force at Metawal 
ten miles in the rear, should advance with a small escort. Unreasonable, ras, 
was this proposal, it was not rejected; and the interview took place agree- 
ably to appointment, on the afternoon of the 1st of June, near the .^ellree 
Ghat, where he had established a battery to cover his retreat, in case of 
need. Previously to this measure, which probably appeared rash to Bajee 
Rao, he sent his treasures into Asseerghur; and, however he might have ex- 
pressed acquiescence in the terms which had been communicated to ‘him, iir 
order to induce Sir John Malcolm to come forward, his subsequent conduct 
shewed his mind was not yet prepared to abandon the flattering illusion of 
Princely * ceremony. He affected a durbar on coming to the ground ; and 
seated himself tinder a canopy, on a thick stuffed bedding, maintaining the 
form of addressing himself through a third person, for Sir John’s informa- 
tion, as if he were still in the plenitude of power at Pbonah. This melan- 
choly farce was maintained about a quarter of an hour ; after which he 
retired with Sir John into a tent, to disciiss,«r with ease and privacy, the 
important topics of his future fate. . This private conference lasted two 
hours, during which the conversation principally referred, on Bajee Rao’s 
side, to the subject of his bitter misfortunes, and his hopes that Sir John 
Malcolm, as his only friend, would intercede in his favour. ^ He pressed 
his solicitations with a degree of eloquence, which could hav:)& ^een little 
expected from his previous habits of supercilious form in conversation. 
This, however, was natural to him, and is the portion of every inhabitant 
of India, in. a much greater measure than falls to the share of the natives of 
Europe, of similar rank in life. He warmly invpke^i sehtiments of dis- 
interested friendship, as his sole resource in hours of difficulty, when 
not only the tribe of flatterers had absconded, but even adherents of oW 
attachment were forsaking a distressed master.’ Hjb desifirnate(|^ Sir John 


> * A recent instance, in another hemisphere, affords ah additional^ were^^^ 

of the reluctance with vdiich the forms of ^inidcur are r^linquiihed. "" ^ 
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as the repoaiory of this in^imable and solitary treasure ; fpr, of his three 
earliest and best friends, he alone remamed, Colonel Close • being dead, 
and General Wellesley in a distant land. But his mind was not yet humbled 
by all his misfortunes, to the measure of relinquishing, without a struggle, 
the hopes of maintaining the name of Peishwah, and residing at Poonah ; 
and Sir John’s remonstrances on the fruitlessness of his perseverance, ap- 
peared to have made insufficient impression, when they separated to return 
to their respective camps. 

Bajee Rao had, however, declared that Trimbuckjee Deinglia’s cause uitimMum dis- 
Mjas separate from his own ; and that he had no control over that Chief. Sir ^'-Pd»iiwah.' 
John, thus left entirely at liberty to attack him, pending the negotiation, 
advanced Lieutenant-colonel, Russell’s detachment on one side of Asseer- 
ghur, near which Trimbuckjee was encamped, while he dispatched intima- 
tion of the state of affairs to Brigadier-general Doveton, on the opposite 
side, which placed him likewise at liberty to act against the Deinglia and 
his followers. To Bajee Rao, Sir John Malcolm dispatched, in a formal, 
shape, a copy of the terms on which his submission, within twenty-four 
liuuis, would be accepted. These were founded on the communications 
previously made to him; but they also engaged to secure him a pension of 
not less than eight lacs of rupees (about a hundred thousand pounds) per 
annum for himself, and. a lib^al consideration of the situation of principal 
Jaghiredars, old adherents, and Brahmins of remarkable character. As 
Major Cumming’s detachment had now arrived at Kotra, from Brigadier- 
general Watson’s division (p. 343), Sir John was prepared to push the nego- 
tiation to immediate extremities ; for the detachment previously at Gogum 
was, brought forward to Metawal, and Lieutenant-colonel Russell was ad- 
vancing from Appla-Debla to Boorgaum, which closed the investment of 
Dhoolkoat as much as was practicable ; Brigadier-general Doveton being 
at this time as near the Mahratta camp, as the nature of the country, and 
the position of Asseerghur, permitted him to lie. These movements had 
the desired’ elf^t on the jtninds of the Ex-Peishwah and his principal 


fhi! Utc Mttjor-geljeral Sir Barry Close, Bart., during; whose nine years' residence at 
Poonah in a political cajpacitj^he Peishwah had been rescued from the hands of Holkur, and. his 
»8airs placed in that train. of^pOspAjty which furnished him with the powCTof exciting hostility 
>l!auist the Briti^Governihetit, when he ceased to appreijjate the benefits of their connexion. 
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officers. A constant serie^ of messages ensued, which were uniformly met 
by the most decided adherence to the terms offered. This inflexibility was^ 
however, combined with friendly remonstrances to the Vinphoor and Poo- 
rundhur chiefs, against permitting their master to pursue a course, of -in- 
fatuation, which it was their own interest, as well as his, that he should 
avoid ; and their answers are no less worthy of record, from the generous 
attachment which they evinced. While thej^ declared that they would 
endeavour, by kind^persuasion, to soften him into a submission which was 
unavoidable ; they deprecated the idea of assuming a tone of harsh control 
towards a fallen prince. The Vakeel of the Vinchoorkur said, that his 
master's family, in serving that of the Peishwah during five generations, 
had, on all occasions, spoken boldly ; but that now, when he was oppressed 
by the visitation of fate, not only silence, but even submission to unmerited 
rejiroaches, was an incumbent duty. The last act of the night of the 2d 
of June, was the dismissal of an agent of Bajee Rao’s, who had been per- 
mitted to reside at Sir John’s head-quarters for a few days, that his mas- 
ter’s fears and suspicions might be allayed, by the constant intelligence of 
the military dispositions, which he was allowed to collect and transmit, 
with the greatest minuticey through messengers constantly employed. 

Agreeably to his promise, Sir John marched, on the morning of the 3d, 
to the vicinity of the Keirree Ghat, where he had invited Bajee Rao to sur- 
render himself, and where they had met two days before. Instead, how- 
ever, of the Chief, his Vakeel appeared, and alleged that his^ master was 
willing tacoine as required; but that he was in a state of the greatest tre- 
pidation at the recent military movements, and solicHous .to have another 
twenty -four hours, as this was an unlucky day. ‘‘ A most unlucky day it 
shall prove for your master, if he fail to come in,” was the reply of Sir John, 
who further demanded, with a shew of indignation, whether he apprehended 
treachery. This Anundrao (the Vakeel) denied ; but said that there might 
be orders, received from the Governor-general, to place l^ajee Rao under 
sentries, which would disgrace him for ever. “ Tell him/ John, 

“ that I have no such orders ; and that the settlement I have ventured to 
make oii anticipation, was too liberal to allow, of my thinking it possib e 
that any mortal, in Bajee Rao’s situation, should attempt to fly, from d > 
and.if he did, he would forfeit all future claims, and the British Governmen 
would be relieved from a large disbursement, whic^ it yoliint^ly m 
curred through a respect for its own dignity.” The report 
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sation decided the hesitating Chief. At eleven o’clock of the same forenoon, 
he came from among his hills, and encamped, in the plain, near the British 
lines, with four thousand horse, and three thousand infantry, containing 
twelve hundred Arabs. These, a few days afterwards, were increased to 
nearly two thousand, by the junction of some parties that had been de- 
tached to guard distant passes. Trimbuckjee Deinglia, with others, applied 
for terms ; but receiving no "assurance*, except of life, he made his escape, 
on finding measures in progress for his attack. Ram Deen, the Chief of 
the Barra Bhye, who had still remained with the Ex-Peishwah, and was 
a rebel to the Holkur Government, surrendered on a promise of pardon ; 
and rejoined the Mahratta camp, now augmented to a considerable force. 

Tlii.s inconvenience was greater than had been expected or stipulated ; but 
Sir John, in the expectation that the.se troops, in flie natural course of 
events, would shortly fall off, preferred their temporary presence, to the 
embittering tlieir Chief's last moments of intercourse with them, by a harsh 
interference for their removal. 

However the amount of pension conferred on Bajec Rao, may be with Reflccuo„,,e. 
8omo a subject of regret, as imposing on the British finances an unnecessary 
bill Icn; there will be found abundant cause for admiring the temper and JJJanTctr' 
abiiity discovered towards that Chief; and which', at length, obliged him 
to accept what Sir John Malcolm thought a cheap price for the conclusion 
ot a contest, which, if continued, would be fraught with dangers certainly 
incalculable. The recommencement of the Mahratta war, after Lord Lake’s 
firiiiy retired to monsoon quarters in 1804, may be a case not entirely 
1 arallel ; but it is sufficiently similar to shew the extent of evil,, which the 
]ncinature, though unavoidable, suspension of active operations, is capable 
nf producing. If any part of Sir John Malcolm’s reasoning, for the neces- 
t'lty of prevailing on Bajee Rao to compound his claims of sovereignty for 
nne hundred thousand pounds per annum, and a liberal provision for ad- 
herents, Brahmins and principal Jaghiredars, be considered unsatisfactory, 

It will probably be that which regarded the strength of Bajee Rao’s posi- 
tion, and the certainty of his retreat into Asseerghur. This may have been 
the case latterly, when be was so much alarmed as to send his treasures 
oito that turtress. But Brigadier-general Doveton did not apprehend an 
i^nfortiinate issue, when he formed his detachment to attack the Mahratta 
camp on the night of the 25th, with a promptitude that does credit to his 
arrangements. That, with great self-command, he suspended that attack, 
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on receiving a note from the subaltern officer sent forward with the ^l^eels, 
may be a subject of regret, though it will probably be approved/* in con- 
sideration of his ignorance of the contingencies, on which the dispatch of 
that communication was made to depend. There would have been no faith 
broken by his contempt of it ; for Sir John Malcolm was no further engaged 
than his specific offers implied ; and the acquiescence in them would have 
removed Bajee Rao out of the reach of attack. This transaction, if other 
considerations were wanting, was sufficient to convince Sir John of the 
necessity of his own presence near the scene of action ; as well to secure 
the British interests entrusted to his charge, in the capacity of Governor- 
general’s Agent, as to avoid the indecency of leaving the conduct of his 
Lnior general-officer, dependent on the discretion of a European subor- 
dinate, delegated to a "Native subordinate. The pass direct from Boorhaun- 
poor to Dhoolkoat was practicable; and it was suggested to Brigadier- 
general Doveton, towards the conclusion of the negotiation, that he should 
endeavour to interpose between Asseerghur and the camp of Tnmbuckjee, 
who had equal facilities of entering that fortress with Bajee Rao. This 
shews that the connexion of the Mahratta camp with Asseer, along a dis- 
tance of nine miles, was not considered entirely secure against interrup- 
tion. But the local information which then existed, was extremely de- 
fective; and it would be unfair to argue from what may have been subse- 
quently obtained, if even this were conclusive. Such, however, in general, 
is the injustice of those who criticise public acts, while of the information 
which really existed, the self-elected judges are partially or entire y 
io-norant. A short intercourse with the world is sufficient to discover t ie 
occasional elevation of imbecility to places of trust and difficulty. 1 is 
evil, there can be little doubt, would be more extensive, were there no 
assumed judicature to deter the governing power from the selection o 
incompetent instruments; or to drive these, with irresistible clamour, trom 
a situation of which they are unworthy. Far from ^n instance of this 
scrip, ion, is the case o{ Sir John Malcolm. His long conrse of impo* 
and valuable services has secured, through the severe ordeal otsncc 
trials, a name which, while it claims the character of public uti i y , 
equally celebrated for those virtues of private life, which are no a j 
considered the indispensable,* qualifications of a servant of 
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* Hear the opinion of Marshal Villars, who was as 


little of the courtier as 
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After this tribute to his merits--4eaving lupa with the’Ex-Peishwah’s ap- 
prehensions ..to calm, a ' body of ■ turbulent .Asabs, to controul, and a mul- 
titude of other troops tb disband; all which, if the exercise of talents be 
their best reward, promisfd. ample gratification — the Narrative will, for 
the present, attend the return of the Hvdrabad Division towards Jalnah, 
where it was instructed to ^ke up monsoon quarters. 

While negotiations were\,prosecuted north of the Sautpoorra hills; to 
the southward of them, Brigadier-general Doveton had remained in a con-> 
tinual state of preparation for immediate action, till the 6th of June, the 
day oil which intimation arrived of Bajee Rao’s surrender. During this in- 
terval, the proposition was received for attacking Trimbuckjee, and the ne- 
cessary arrangements were made with proper dispatch. On the morning 
uf the 3d, a detachment, composed of , the 7th regiment of cavalry, with 
four galloper guns, a company of Eurojiians, the 1st battalion of the 16tli 
regiment of Native infantry, and one thousand Silladar horse, was placed un- 
der tlie command of Major Doveton, who was directed to attempt the pas- 
sage liy Asseerpetta, as that least likely to interfere with Bajee Rao’s po- 
sition, which lay comparatively westward. A few hours afterwards, the 
camp moved to Calachaboottra, on the high road to Dlioolkoat; but 
Major Doveton’s detachment was unable to pass through Asseer; for as 
soon as it arrived there, all the guns o^ the fort which could be brought to 
bear on it, were fired incessantly, and prohibited all approach. The Major 
accordingly retired upon Nusserabad-Boree ; and next day passed the new 
camp to Patur, two miles in advance; where, on the 5th, the 1st battalion 
of the 7th regiment of Native infantry, ,frora Sir John Malcolm’s head-quar- 
ters, relieved the 1st battalion of the 16th regiment of Native infantry , two 
galloper guns were returned, and the remaining flank-company of the 
Madras European regimpnt joined. On thp following day, rumours which 
had previously prevailed, of Trimbuckjee’s escape, were confirmed; and the 
Patur detachment, now commanded by Lieutenant-colonel Heath, was 


earned a baton. “ Qu’importe ail Roi que Ton sGtt mechant? Vous trouverez les qualitcs 
<lu plus grand General du ipodde^ dans un liomme ctuel, avare, perfide, impiK Qu’est ce que 
^eiit ccla fait ? J’aiTneirors^mieSic pour, fa Roi un bon General, qui auroit toutes ces pernicieuses 
l^alites, qu’iin fat, que roi^ttouvbroit-^||^o^^ Hberal, honnete, chaste, pieux. II faut des hommes 
es guerres impprtaqto|^.^vje4^ous assure qu^ cequi s’appelle dos hommes sonttre^ rates.'’ — 
^ M. b Comt^ de Mwaan; 
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ordered to march to Beawul, whither the* enemy were supposed to have fled : 
for in that direction there were many armed bodies who had nohjjret been 
subdued by the course of operations in Khandesh, which had hitherto been 
confined to the southern parts of that province,, where Lieutepaht-colonel 
Mac Dowell was now engaged in the siege of Malleygaum. To t^t point, 
Lieutenant-colonel Heath was directed to carry his detachment, after bis 
pursuit of Trimbuckjee, whether successful or fruitless. Under these in- 
structions, he marched, on the 9th, between the Taptee and Sautpoorra 
mountains, reinforced by the flank-companies of the Russell brigade, and 
three hundred Poonah auxiliaries. Brigadier-general Doveton, at the same 
time, took the direct road towards Jalnah, with the remainder of the force, 
and was joined at his first ground by a convoy of treasure from that place, 
escorted by two companies of the 1st battalion of the 3d regiment Native 
infantry. The division, pursuing the same route by which it had come from 
Jalnah, arrived, on the 11th, at Hurtallah, and halted there the three fol- 
lowing days, in consequence of intimation received from Colonel Adams, 
that the Ex-Rajah of Nagpoor, having fled from the Mahadeo hills, was 
supposed to have taken a south-westerly direction. No corroboration of 
this report succeeding, the march was continued, by nearly the same 
stages formerly adopted ; and the division arrived, on the 26th of June, at 
Jalnah, having ascended the Adjunta Ghat on the 21st. At the same time, 
Lieutenant-colonel Heath, having failed of discovering Trimbuckjee, or his 
adherents, concluded his march at Kurgoun, near the Taptee, and six miles 
from Neesserabad. There he took a position for the monsoqn, agreeably to 
the subsequent orders he received ; for at this period his reinforcement was 
no longer required by Lieutenant- colonel Mac Dowell, who had left Mai- 
leygaum; but the flank-companies of - the Russell brigade, and the tiou- 
sand Mysore horse, were sent forward by his camp, as the high road to 

their respective head-quarters. ' 

After Sir John Malcolm had called in the several detachments from 
head-quarters, his collected force amounted to one regiment of Native ca- 
valry, a battalion of Native infantry, seven field-pieces, and sjx hundre 
irregular horse ; for the 1st battalion of the 7th regiment-.of Native mtan y. 
and the detachment of the Russell brigade, as already mentioned, ^ 

across the hills to join the Hydrabad Division, to which they ha 
transferred. All arrangements being comp\ete, the m^ch was j,, 

on the 4th of June, by Beekungaum and Seeonee, towards^m®' 
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Ghat, on the Nerbuddah. This oiirement was conducted, for several days, 
by moderate stages, without any extraordinary occurrence; Bajee Rao’s 
cainp, which inarched late in the day, being invariably separate from 
that of the British troops, Yot scarcely lany diminution was made in the 
numbers of his followers., notwithstanding Sir John’s occasional remon- 
strances on the embarrassments they were likely to produce. The Ex- 
Peishwah seemed averse to any measure calculated to dispel the illusion, s 
of sovereignty, which he could yet scarcely believe to have vanished with 
the late treaty. The shadow still afforded a soothing deception, which re- 
quired, for its banishment, some external event, independent of his un- 
willing mind , or perhaps he even considered this as the least painful man- 
ner of being divested of his troops, the impropriety of whose admission 
into Malwah he would probably confess. Experience must have shewn 
him that Arabs, at all events, were a body with whom it was difficult to 
make a settlement, and that, in all likelihood, the intervention of Sir John’s 
nicaiis and influence would be rerpiisite to compromise the impending dis- 
agreement. This interference would also save him from the necessity of 
anticipating an active exertion, so different from the usual policy of a 
.Mahratta fiovernment, in which, through habit, he still imagined himself 
to preside. These troops, amounting to about two thousand men, had been 
lured for Bajee Rao’s service, some months previously, by Trimbuckjee ; 
and they demanded their arrears of pay from that date : instead of which it 
was oft'ered to them from the day they had joined. The comparative jus- 
tice of the claim and offer, were it of importance for examination here, might 
not be easily determined, as it would depend on express stipulations, or on 
the prevailing custom in similar cases, which would generally be found in 
favour of the offer. But a turbulent body, like the Arabs, are not always 
to be satisfied by the payment of just demands; and instances are not 
uncommon of their rising in their exactions, in proportion to the degree of 
acquiescence. 

f^fatters arrived at an extremity, on the 9th of June, at Seeonee, when 
the Arabs, iUstead of marching, as had been ordered, clamorously sur- 
rounded Bajee Rao’s tent, threatening personal injury, if their demands 
"ere not satisfied on that ground, which was within ten miles of the Ncr- 
huddah. Ihey accompanied this violent conduct with declarations, that any 
niovemcnt on the part of the British troops, for his liberation, would cause 

instant destruction, and that of all the helpless people about him. The 
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, ' 

contagion of their example spreading t(J>the Rohillahs, in a short time the 
whole of the infantry were in a state of mutiny. Sir John Maloolnif though 
not apprehensive of the extreme crisis which was approaching/ jwas not 
without the expectation of some disturbance on this mortiin^.!^ While, 
therefore, he dispatched his baggage to the next ground, with the irregular 
horse, and part of- the infantry, he retained the regular cavalry, with six 
companies of the battalion, and two galloper-guns. In this predicament 
were affairs when Bajee Rao applied for assistance, at the same time that 
he intreated no coercive movement might take place, to bring &e 

with which he had been threatened ; and Sir John, finding that heliad not 
sufficient force to awe the mutineers, sent off a dispatch for the return of 
the troops which had marched. The day passed in messages' tb^Sir John, 
from Bajee Rao, declaring his apprehensions; and from Sir ''John to 
the Arabs, menacing them with extirpation if they proceeded to violence. 
Towards the evening, however, he had such communication.s with the re- 
fractory principals, who were themselves comparatively reasonable, as to 
enable him to send consolation to the encircled Chief, whom he assured o( 
a favourable settlement on the following morning. 

' The Mahratta camp was established along the bank of a tntlla'-, or 
ravine, much divided by small water-coUrses, and interspersed with scat- 
tered jungle, highly favourable to the efforts of irregular troops ; but to the 
west, the ground gradually rose into a commanding position. This Sir 
John assumed, at day-break; on the 10th; and was joined by the troops 
who had countermarched, which completed his corps to four hundred re- 
gular Native cavalry, seven hundred regular Native infentry, v^ith seven 
guns and six hundred irregular horse. These he extended, in a sifigle rank, 
to increase their apparent numbers, as his object was intimidation, .under 
the apprehension of the results of mutineers’ despair. This expedient 
was not without the desired effect, and the principal Jen|iddr, Syed Fyze, 
advanced to demand a parley, while some of his own lawlfess bands opened 
a fire, which wounded two Sepoys. The troops were under such admirable 
discipline, that no attempt was made to resist this ag^essioh, though the 
guns were loaded and the matches lighted ; but all communication was 
refused, till this irregular tiring should be discontinued ; and as the Chie 
dispatched an attendant for this purpose, he was pdftnitted to 
Bajee Rao had already paid the greater part of their demands 
remaining subject of difference consisted of trifling matters, whioh 
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parties #ere. satisfied to 1:efet^.to'the arbitration jof Sir, Johij, ^who willingly 
assented to b.et!^e the umpire. - . S^ed Fyze gallopea off. on tis assurance, 
to withdraw bis, people .from 'tbeii: position round Bajee Rao’stent; but 
these refused te^b^'^hKJved^^tiU all their leader^ had received a promise of 
security against .^4taclc, piter they should relincjuish .the pledge they already 
held. As Sir J^n i^tantly gave his band to every Jemidar, their men 
were drawn off without more delay; and, the Mahratta Chief, attended by 
some horse, came in front of Ihe British line, delighted at his emancipation 
from such barbarous thraldom. To make the contrast of the treatment to 
be derived from his Owp troops and from the British Authorities, more 
striking, Sir John received him with a general salute.; and he acknowledged, 
the error he had committed in neglecting previous admonition, with ex- 
pressions of gratitude.for the benefits recently conferred. His first mark 
of obedience was moving off instantly to the opposite bank of the Nerbud- 
dah ; while the British Commander was engaged in granting passports to 
tlio remaining troops, and in witnessing the departure of the Arabs and 
Uohillahs towards, what they called, their respective homes. 

When the mutineers came to cool, after the heated state of irritation to BcHection.™ 
which they had been raised, they expressed themselves equally indebted 
with Bajee Rao, for the lenity and temper with which they, had been 
treated. Nor were these sentiments entertained without sufficient grounds ; 
for, undoubtedly. Sir John Malcolm had the naeans of annihilating a con- 
siderable j)ortion of them, and of dispersing the remainder. But they knew 
well the character he bore among the Natives , of India ; and that nothing less 
than the most indispensable necessity, could force him into the measure 
of sacrificing so many lives, and among them, most probably, the numerous 
innocent and defenceless vietims, who, from restraint, were unable to avoid 
the scene of conflict. Proud and sincere tribute to character! demon- 
I’trated at the .hazard, of life, and superior, as an evidence of individual , 
merit, to the most gaudy trappings of victory! If there were general 
reasons to apprehend, , that the occasional practice of lenity would weaken 
the hand that bestows it, pr reader it less useful for the, public ser.vice, 
the present instance would oppose itself to that .conclusion ; for the happy 
tennination of tills fomjidafrle insurrection may be fairly referred to the 
mliuence of charac^^n lAnd talents >bf a higher stamp than fell to' the share of 
tlie narrow-minded iM8H:tinet« vThat discipline is /indispensable among 
Hilcliers, cannot be qtiesfrphed; bul|i,the ability sufficient tO:niaintain, in ; 
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ordinary cases, the efficacy of rules, through the previously, eftiblished 
forms of courts martiarand military punishments, sinks into nothiiljj before 
that power which controuls a tumultuous multitude, or directs a-tliilitary 
body under circumstances which have suspended the ordi|iary respect for 
orders. It will not be inferred from these observations^ that severity is 
never required ; on the contrary, its frequent necessity, the sole remedy, 
.is freely acknowledged. But the talents which are required to apply.it 
the supposed cases, are not those of the vulgar disciplinarian, who considers 
the whole art of war to consist in the inflexible observance of subordination. 
There are few men of the military profession who have seen service, and 
observed characters, whose experience lias not shewn them officers in whom 
they could not have ‘expected the virtue of forbearance, when a pretext so 
plausible had been furnished for the gratification of coercion, that natural 
disposition of the human mind ; to subdue which, are required all the 
powers of education, and the influence of civilized society. But though 
the page of history exhibit instances, where political expediency was con- 
sulted, with less convenient concealment than might have attended the in- 
tentional sacrifice of the Ex-Peishwah, through the instrumentality of an 
Arab mutiny; far be the thought, that any public servant of a British 
Government* could be found so base and depraved as to prostitute his con- 
science for the evasion of the promised pension, however embarrassing it 
might prove. Such conduct would discover his false and contemptible 
opinion of the Government he served ; and, if known, expose him to the 
execration of his own countrymen, more than of any other nation. 

AruvaUt Sir Johii Malcolm and Bajee Rao pursued their march, from the Raveir 

Sumanonof Ghat, Oil the Ncubuddali, towards Mhow, with more confidence in each 
tucConvcnnon. prcviously felt; and after three marches, arrived there 

by the Simroal pass in the hills of Southern Malwah. Bajee.Rao was here 
permitted to halt for a month, prcviously to his departure for Hindoostan, 
as well to compose his mind, and settle the many cares incidental to an 

* However the reader may think a gratuitous defence of the British character unnecessary, 
his reflections on the events of the late wars in Europe will supply him with instances in another 
country of a respect for present expediency, at tlie expense of the vulgar principles of morality 
Such conduct is commonly called Machiavcllan, by those who nevef’fead the works of 
rentine Secretary, but adopt an assumed interpretation as ill-foundad as the vulgar opinion re- 
specting the philosophy of Epicurus. 
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irrevocable banishment from the scenes of youth, of former enjovments 
and of sovereign rule ; as to await the orders of the Governor-General who 
was at Goruckpoor when he, received the intimation of the treaty which 
had been concluded, subject to his confirmation. Nor was this sanction 
withheld, whatev^ might have been the reasoning of Lord Hastings on the 
claims of the Ex-Peishwah, or on the position of his affairs when terms so 
liberal were offered him, in the conviction of their being ratified. Those 
who know the character of the Governor-general as well as Sir John did 
^d there are many who have had a better opportunity of gaining tha; 
knowledge, will not hesitate to form an opinion of the conduct which 
under such circumstances, his Lordship would adopt. It must be with 
difficulty, and under inexorable circumstances, that* the virtues of the 
individual can be entirely sunk in the public character; and a life marked 
by chivalric sentiments of honour, gave a security for the credit of the 
British name, proof against every sordid calculation of immediate profit 
Tluis was terminated the grand Mahratta confederacy, by the abdica- 
tion and exile of its principal member; which left the remaining parties 
without an excuse for combination against the British Government, founded 
on their internal and ill-understood connexion. However inconsistent 
might appear the actions of the Mahratta Powers, in warring against each 
other, and in attacking the Peishwah, whose office they professed to 
revere, there can be no doubt of the influence which his conduct had over 
all the other members; for its effect was too visible; and some of their 
intermediate communications are mixed with the language of reproach, for 
imputed indifterence to the fate of the first officer of the Mahratta nation. 
The remaining Chiefs are insulated in politics, as they are in territory; and 
the exercise of common vigilance, added to the experience which has been 
gained of the sources of disorder, promises to secure the peace of India by 
the termination of those feelings of lawless insolence which have marked the 
cliaracter of her military class for ttiany ages. The abolition of this useless 
cscri|Hion of subject, if they deserve such a name, will be the proper object 
ritish policy, as the most effectual method of extending the blessings of 
mdustry and peace. ' Subbj^^as been, bn all occasions, the language of the 
ritish Government, in acebunting for its acts in India; and it has not 
escaped the notice^ of ,itS' a|)ppnents, that such is the language of all con- 
^luerors. Without denying, this allegation, it seems that the most pertinent 
u ject of investigation is, whether it steadily pursue the most suitable and 
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le-^itimate method of accomplishing that good which is undentablfe. The 
immorality of conquering more than can be goverfted is unques lonable; 
and seems conclusive against many other Powers, who have established 
themselves temporarily in India, as well as in other parts of the globe, 
without inquiring into the other important principles of national equity, 
which may have been violated. The more gradually and steadily dominion 
is enlarged, the more likely is the Power which exercises it, to enjoy the 
means of confirming its authority, and discovering its faults ; and this case 
must be allowed to bear a stronger resemblance to the British Government 
of India than to either Mahomedan or Mahratta. The conquests of these 
Powers Ure suddenly made, and suddenly lost. They were at times beaten 
back, and subsequently recovered their grdund according to the events of 
a battle, by which, perhaps, an army was annihilated. In the intervals, 
there was no rule desciwing the name of government ; and, in many cases, 
the subject found no personal security but in the profession of arms. Not 
only were dynasties changed among the same people, but the succession 
was a continual source of contest, which prevailed both among Maliomedans 
and Mahrattas, notwithstanding their inveterate wars with each other, 
and left scarce a discernible barrier against the despotism of a ruler, ex- 
cepting public opinion, which gained no access to his ear till the oxtre- 
miv of his reign, or a consideration of individual interest, se dom well 
understood. Whatever despotism has been occasionally exercised in India, 
political folly, which is likewise a source of misery to the subject, will be 
less frequently imputed to the British Government; and perhaps tins will 
be found oftener on the side of forbearance, than on that of assumption, or 
miscalculated strength. The return of British armies from ebuhtries they 
have occupied, is a circumstance which scarcely any Native can comprehend, 
and he declares his inability to explain it, by referring to the unaccounteblt 
customs of an extraordinary people. The body of laws And.regu a ion 
which have gradually arisen qut of events, give a solidity to POwer, an 
permanency to its government, by establishing a uniform principle of policy, 
. which circumscribes, within narrow bounds, the caprices* the p^sions an 
errors of individuals, and encourages the subject to place his dependatiw 
on a fixed rule of action, which he can understand, and which may n 

' . ■ ‘ . It 
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When subjects connected with India were less understoo _ 
are at present, a Governor-general was brought to trial for imsdom 
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which may be pronounced to be now impracticable. Yet even of those he 
was acquitted, notwithstanding all the talents- employed in his prosecution. 
After an accumulated knowledge of Indian aftairs had been obtained, both 
respecting those and succeeding times, the venerable Hastings was selected 
lobe the privy-councillor, pf his Sovereign; and his memory was subse- 
quently honoured by monuments, to be erected on the very stage of his al- 
leged criminality, and a^the seat of the directing power, which he was 
supposed to have disgraced. The ordeal undergone by a distant Govern- 
ment, whose most secret correspondence and instructions are printed in 
England, has nothing like it in a home administration, where even verbal 
explanation, of ptolitieal transactions with a foreign power, is sparingly 
given. If to this be added the coiAmon gratification of attacking Authority, 
there will be little cause to wonder that the usual course of writers in Eu- 
rope, who have not witnessed the vicinity of irregular and corrupt govern- 
ments, has been that of reviling the efforts occasionally made, to avert the 
evils flowing from such a neighbourhood. The difficulty, also, which the 
reading world would experience, in procuring access to records which might 
liirnish grounds for an independent opinion, is sufficient to throw them on 
the mercy of authors who court the popular, side, and give such extracts of 
documents as suit their designs. The line which' should accurately define 
Ihe allowable encroachment on abstract principles of morality, for the ac- 
complishment of an unquestionable good, appears, from the conduct of 
nations, to be still undetermined. In the affairs of this world there is no 
mmiixed excellence ; and it must be the lot of governments, as of indivi- 
duals, to obtain as much good as they can. The price at which it shall be 
acquired, must determine the advantage of the purchase ; and there is but 
little probability of the cost being under-rated by a British public, ever 
alive to what affects the honour and character of the nation. This delicacy 
of feeling respecting distant acts, hbwever it may create a theme for de- 
clamation at home, cannot deprive the British Government of India, of a 
celebrity for liberality and humanity among the reflecting Natives; at the 
same time that they observe, that whatever Power comes in contact with it, 
g'adually declines, Tips may.be undeniable; but were not the numerous 
governments . pf India, ephemeral before? and why should unsound 
principles, or the abSdpge of all principle, have a different effect now from 
"'hat they had fortuerly ? \ ' 

.. . 3c . 
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Mutability of Tho cii’cle, or retrogression, by which States arrive at their dissol\itioa, is 

Indian Empires. ^ subjcct, admitting of scarcely any novel remark in these tiitaes, 

when princely conventions are tried as an ejtperiment, for the everlasting 
maintenance of the established order of things. > With regard to India, how- 
ever, its fate has always been that of revolution ; nor has it ever possessed 
the name of a kihgdom, China has always upheld the integrity of her state, 
notwithstanding the changes of dynasty, and invasions of Tartars. Persia, 
Mnth all its variations of limits and of title, is a kingdom as ancient as any 
of which there is a record but the “ kingdom of India” never existed as a 
name, though the inhabitants have been described from the earliest periods 
of history. The uncertain accounts of its first states have rewarded the re- 
searches of the industrious, whom any story, however doubtful, relieves 
from the painful solicitude of total ignorance. The march of the Mahojnedan 
conquests cast a gleam which partially lighted its own events, and assisted 
in the discovery or verification of more distant occurrences. There are, 
subsequently, the alternate empires of Moghuls and Putans, the kingdom 
of Bengal, and the principalities of the Deckan ; with numerous others, 
which rose and fell, combined and separated, with continual and rapid 
variation of frontier, and change of capital. Shall the conclusion to be 
drawn from these examples be the downfall of the British Empire in India, 
like a Mahratta State ? To answer this question without hesitation, would 
discover a confidence of judgment which the author disclaims; but it 
may be asserted that such a catastrophe, if it ever happen, will proceed from 
causes widely different from those which have produced the destruction 
of previous empires. Circumstances which were once considered monstrous 
in idea, are now familiar in existence ; and the freedom of the preiBs can be 
cited as an undeniable instance, of which the explanation may be found in 
the altered state of the British power, and of that of Native Sjates.^It is cer- 
tainly calculated to abolish that barbaric ambition still so dear to'tjbese, by 
diverting their attention to other objects, through the free dissemination of 
knowledge ; and the abundant introduction of European inventions has a 
real, though not a striking effect. If opposite results may bn ahticipatod 
from opposite causes, on one account will the British cfinquetors of India 
deserve, from the original (Hindoo) population, a different'^ sentiment from 
that with which the Mahomedan conquerors were contemj^at:^. Jbe sup- 
port and confirmation of their priesthood and churcfi ead0^aiel|ls, forms 
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an obvious contrast wi%the,^J6leyant destruction 

occasional suppression of the e^jercise of their religion. But the ties of 
gratitude are easily broken ; and wiiile every freedom, their degree of ci- 
vilization renders them qtpaHe, of enjoying.,is conferred by the prevailing 
policy; may a powerful body of European .troops be'ever maintained, to 
guard against the incalculable operation of caprice, inconstancy, and su- 

perstition! ^ ‘ t, *’ 

Some apology ^ so long a digression from military affairs, may appear 
necessary, and wilh it is hoped, be found in the example of liberality which 
introduced these reflections, and which should be .set off against the in- 
stances of aggrandizement, which may generally be traced to the patriotic 
motive of preventing tlie recurrence of extensive and hostile combinations, 
from the dangers of which a previous escape had been with difficulty 
effected. 
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EXPULSION OF APPAH SAIB FROM THE NAGPOOR TERRITORY. 

Reemas for continuing this Memoir after the Dissolution of the Mahratta Confederaa/. 
Distribution of the British Forces* Elevation q/ the young Rajah of Nagpoor. 1)(“ 
slruction of Captain Sparkes^s Detachment . March oj British Detachments into the 
unsettled Districts. March of Brigadier-general Doveton's Light Force from Jalnah 
to Eilichapoor. Detention of this Reinforcement by inclement Weather, Destryction 
of the Enemy' s Garrison of Mooltye, Captain Gordon's successful Attack oj Comptu. 
Major Wilson's successful Attack oj' Ambaghur. Major Wilson's successful Attack of 
Purree, Evacuation oj' Amlah bejore Captain Jones's Detachment. Major BoiceiH 
successful Attack of Boordye. Lieutenant Cruickshanks's succes.ful Excursion into tk 
Hills, Arrival of Cheettoo Pindarry at Patchmurree, Unsuccessful Efforts of ik 
Ghoands North of the Hills, Last Efforts of Appall Sail) at the Close of 1818. Com- 
bined Dispositions for his Attack and Interception, Siege of Jilpy- A urnneir by Liente- 
nant-colonel Pollock's Detachment, Renewal of Operations in Khandesh. Reductm of 
Ummulneir, and Separation of the Field Force, Combined Movement into the Mnbmko 
Uilfs. Appah Sqib's Escape from Patchmurree. Brigadier ‘•general Doveton's Munh 
to Boorha unpoor , Rijiections on the Events described in this Chapter. 

When a work arrives at a period which seems to include the termi- 
nation of all, or most, of the transactions forming the subject 6f its previous 
descriptions, the reader, if not the writer, generally feels a disposition to 
dispense with any further prosecution of his inquiries. He^ will rather 
Satisfied with the information already attained. Such is frequently the 
case with the history of a campaign. This must, at all events, conclude 
with the suspension of active hostilities, or the return.of the troops to 
quarters; and such, in fact, is part of the definition of the re- 

commencement of operations being frequently considered as the suitable 
beginning of a fresh Memoir. It cannot, therefore, be denied, that the 
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continuation of a description of the war of 1817, 18, and 19, is exposed, 
j„ a certain degree, to the before-mentioned common objection. The 
author, however, hopes to shew sufficient cause for the further prosecution 
of his subject, and an indispensable obligation on his readers who have gone 
so far, to continue, for some time longer, a salutary exercise of patience. 
Treaties, it is true, have been concluded with the principal Powers ; the 
Mahratta Confederacy has been dissolved ; and, with the exception of 
some jungles and strong places, the whole of Malwah and the Deckan 
have been occupied by the British troops. But the affairs of the Nagpoor 
dominions were left in an unsatisfactory state.; many parts being still in the 
pos.sc^sion of the adherents of Appah Saib, who was himself supported by 
theGhoands, occupying the range of mountains that bound to the south- 
ward the Valley of the Upper Nerbuddah. Treaties ’remained to be con- 
cluded with some of the minor States of Central India; some places were 
still to be wrested from the hands of the Arabs; and Bajee Rao was yet to 
i^uil the theatre of the war, before its termination could be decidedly pro- 
nounced, or any reasonable hopes entertained of the permanent peace of 
India. These exigencies, it will be seeii, disturbed the repose of the 
troo])s in their monsoon quarters. With some divisions, indeed, it may be 
said, that their campaign was not concluded, since they were obliged to 
resume their operations in all the severity of the season. 

Pre' ious, however, to the account of these operations, it will be proper 
i to take a view of the actual distribution, at the commencement of the 
I iiiousoon, of the troops destined to be subsequently employed. Their 
strength was, indeed, very much reduced, in comparison with the force 
liimiglit forward on the same theatre eight months before, though the 
number of corps were nearly equal on both occasions. The details of the 
previous chapters will have rendered , the following statement intelligible. 
To them it is only necessary to add, that a detachment, consisting of three 
companies of the 2d battalion of the 20th Native infantry, a corps of six 
hundred Sebunt^ies, and four hundred irregular ,horse, were sent in the 
middle of May, to Ruttunpoor, under Captain Edmunds, appointed the 
Collector of that district. These were not mentioned before, as they were 
•hcii cmisidered more connected with Civil arrangements than they have 
subsequently proyed, and -were, indeed, ^unconnected with military 
operations. “ . 
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Detail of l|pr»^-^^Utinery. , i , 

Four Squadrons of Native Cavalry. 

Two Companies of Foot-ArtilleTy. . 

Five Battalions of Native Ififantry. , 

LOne Russalah of Irregular Horse. 

"Two Brigades of Horse- Artillery (Four Guns)! 

Three Squadrons of Native Cavo&y. 

One Company^ of Foot- Artillery. 

Four Battalions ^of Na^ve Infantry (two Madras' and tw( 
Bombay). - ^ .i,. : 

One dompany and a Half of Pioneera* r 
Three Thousand Two Hundred Irregular Horse, 

"Three , Brigades of Native Horse- Aitillery Guns).. 

Four Squadrons of Native Cavalry. 

One Company of Foot- Artillery. .. 

Five Battalions of Native Infantry. 

_One Thousand Five Hundred Irregular Horse. 

One Company and a Half of Foot- Artillery. 

Five Companies of European Foot. 

One Company of Sappeis and Miners. 

Three Battalions of Native Infantry. 

Five Companies of Pioneers. 

Five Hundred Irregular Horse. 

> f One Troop of Horse- Artillery (Eight Guns). ^ 

Nagpoor, under the Com- Four Squadrons of Native Cavalry, ^ ‘ 

maud of Lieutenant- < One Company of Foot-Artillery. . “ 

colonel II. S. Scot ... j Six Battalions of Native Infantry.. ' ^ J . 

LOne Company of Pioneers. V 

rOne Troop of Horse-Artillery (Eight Guns). 

Jalnah, under tlie Com- I Eleven Squadrons of Native Cavalry. < 
mand of Brigadier-ge- < Five Companies of European Foot; ^ 

neral Dovetotv Three Battalions of Native Infantry. ^ 

LTwo Companies of Pioneers. ' 

, The firet subject which claims attention, relates affairs , fsf Nag“> 

On the 25th of June, Bajee Rao, a youth of tenye^#,^^f ”ag;e, aiid 
grandson of the late RaJ^ Ragojee ^hooslah, was placed on ti»^ 


Saughur and . Depferiden- 
cies, under the Com- 
mand of Brigadier-ge- !!!| 
neral Watson 


Mhow and Dependencies, 
under tlie Command of 
Brigadier-general Sir J.- 
Malcolm, K.C.B. and 
K.X.S. 


Hoossingabad and De- 
pendencies. under the 
Command of Lieute- 
nant-coJ. Adams, C.B, 


Khandesh, under theGom- 
mand of Lieutenant- ^ 
colonel A. Mac Dowell 


* ; of j^fldf/cre (tfr throire) might be more properly 

sion, Were fiiTniliar to. tlfe European ear with tlie Persian ' 
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iu the room<^ Appah Saib; |f e young Prince received, likewise, on this 
occasion, the name of ^^Ki^^ojed Blfooslafi. The ceremony of his 
accession was attended ’With all ^e forms of Native state, noise, and de- 
nioustration^ uf joy, sut^ed,to G^e event.. ,Bnt the measure of elevating a 
new ruler under the regency of his mother, w^ not sufficient to ensure the 
possession of the cpuqtry, or to intimidate the adherents of the former 
Chief. Throughout the months of June and July, their numbers and bold- 
ness increased in an evident degree; the inclemency of the weather being 
such, that no active Pleasures to prevent this evil were attempted, or very 
practicable. Appah Saib generally resided in the neighbourhood of Daolag- 
herree, a sacred place, hnd at Patchmurree, situate in the heart of the Mahadeo 
hills. There he was surrounded by a body *of Arabs and Ghoands, said to 
amount to many thousand men. Parties of these took occasion from the 
inertness of the British troops, at this season, to possess themselves of 
some important places, and among others of Meil^hat, Meirsee, Atnere, 
Satnere, and Amlah. At the same time active levies of Arabs, and Others, 
were conducted by Appall Saib’s partisans at Boorhaunpoor, and wherever 
there were any men of the military class thrown out of employ ; while the 
recent discharge of Bajee Rao’s force supplied an abundant field for 
recruiting. 

The first occurrence of importance was in the Beitool district, which 
a body of Arabs and others entered from Meilghat, and proceeded to 
levy contributions throughout the country. The post of Beitool was at 
, this time garrisoned by a detachment from the Nerbuddah Division, com- 
manded Iry Captain Sparkes. With about one hundred Und seven men of 
the loth Bengal Native infantry, he nfiafched on the 19 th of July to check 
I these incursions. On tlje second day hC crossed the Taptee from Bherran, 

I and was immediately ^threatened by a party of horse, whom he beat ofi'. 

■ These, however, were, soon afterwards succeeded by larger bodies, both of 
horse and foot, containing a considerable prqportion of Arabs, who imme- 
diately commenced the assault. . This was maintained about an hour ; 
after which the enemy; ^W.rceiving no im^ssion made on this small de- 
tachment, threatened tp close on them. Captain Sparkes, apprehensive of 
the result of such an efibrt in his position, sought a- more commanding 
situation on a neighbouring erriineftce;. in gaining which he was wounded 
in die leg. A co|iiind^,^l^jW^as ^eoessary to keep tfie enemy at a distance ; 
"'hile the toamtSiMMJi^e of it'iwas the sure precursor of the detachment’s 


(Map VIII.) 


Destruction of 
Capt. Sparke*^’^ 
DeUchment. 
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destruction, when their supply of ammunition should be expefitjod. On this 
the Arabs probably calculated; for as the mu^uetry slaclcen^, they closed 
in with eagerness. Further particulars of this melancholy^ifair are little 
known, Captain Sparkes and his detachment were< cut ;off to a 
and eight Sepoys. Even the followers, with the exception of a^fi^w fugi. 
tives, were destroyed. There were other small posts in tlj^e neighbourhood 
which, after this event, were in danger of being cut off the^neuein.y 
They were now in considerable strength above the Ghats ; and notwith- 
standing the unremitting continuance of the rains, it was found necessary 
that immediate reinforcements should be sent t^iither, and also into other 
quarters, to recover the lost ascendancy. 

Mardi of Bri- Intelligence of this disaster no sooner reached Colonel Adams, at IJoos- 

mentsinto the singabad, than he detached Major Mac Pherson with four companies of the 

Districts. same battalion to which Captain Sparkes’s detachment belonged, and a 
squadron of the 7th Bengal cavalry, to ascend the Ghats. After passing 
them, the Major left at Shawpoor a post of thirty Sepoys' with some fol- 
lowers, who immediately afterwards were cut off. A reinforcement of three 
flank companies and two guns were subsequently sent to join ^him, under 
Captain Newton. This officer, however, on approaching the Shawpoor 
Pass, received such intelligence of the appearance of the enemy, said to be 
in possession of it, that he thought it expedient to await the arrival of 
additional force, for which he accordingly applied to Colonel Adams. 
Major Camming was immediately detached with another squadron of the 
7th, and four more companies of infantry with two guns. On their junction, 
the combined detachment ascended, and proceeded without molestation 
towards Beitool. Major Mac Pherson, who was on the 24th at tli^t place, 
arrived with one battalion, one squadron, and two gims, >.t Meisdee on the 
27th, to recover from the enemy that part of the Ceded Countries for.which 
he was appointed a Commissioner. From Nagpoor, Captaip Hamilton, 
likewise charged with the regulation of Ceded Territory; above the Ghats 
and in the directionofDeoghur, proceeded on the 20th of July towards that 
quarter, with an irregular battalion, three hundred reformed 
hundred regular Sepoy^t, with four guns. At the same time another partj, 

under Captain Gordon, was sent to take possession of the po^$^ and 
of Lanjee towards the East; while Sulabut Khan was to co-O^rM? 

to the westward from ElUchapoor, with what troops spare*^ A. 

detachraenti consisting of two hundred auxiliary^ horsoi one hun 
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irregular infantry, liiewis© marched from Nagpoor to Pandoorna. A few 
days afterwards, on the naena^ng movements of the enemy, this was aug- 
mented by a squadron of cavalry and two flank companies of infantry. 
•A similar necessity occurred for detaching, on the 27th of July’” a further 
reinforcement from Nagpoor, under Captain Pedlar, to join the party with 
‘ Captain Hamilton at Sindwarra. This reinforcement consisted of a squa- 
dron of the 8th cavalry, with “one hundred regular infantry, and five hun- 
dred of thfe Nagpoor auxilia;ry horse. These, joined to Captain Hamilton's 
force, made the whole detechment amount to three hundred regular infan- 
try, an irregular battalion with four guns; a squadron of cavalry, and 
eight hundred horse. The remaining party at this time employed in the 
, field, south of the Ghats, was detached from Chanda towards Chamoassee. 

: It consisted of about two hundred men from the 1st battalion of the 1 1th 
' legiiuent, and as many of the Nizam’s irregular horse belonging to a rus- 
stilah which had arrived, at the commencement of the monsoon, from the 
! previous pursuit of the Peishwah. In the northern quarter. Major O’Brien, 
commanding at Jubbulpoor, was requested to advance as many troops as 
I he could prudently withdraw from that station, to Chuparra. These 

; amounted on the Gth of August, whqn he arrived there, to one squadron of 

the 8th cavalry, four conipanics of the 2d battalion of the 8th, and 1st bat- 
? talion of the 10th Bengal Native infantry, and ninety Rohillah horse; 

while Captain Roberts’s Rohillah cavalry were distributed between Chou- 
[ raghur, Barra, and Tuttypoor,' supported by the troops at Garurwarra and 
8ohagj)oor. ' ^ ' 

By such extensive ffeteinds on the troops at the capital, their strength 
had been reduced to so low an ebb, that any further deduction was con- 

Mdered imprudent. For, at this time, there was sufficient reason to be con- 

i^niced, that in Nagpoor as strong a party existed in favour of Appah Saib, 
as ot the new Government ; and that their active practices to gain an as- 
cendancy, could only 'be counteracted by a commanding force. The Resi- 
dent, therefore, considered himself justified in addressing a requisition to 
Brigadier-general Doveion for the advance of' a portion of theflydrabad 
Division, on Bjlichapobr, to restore a predbminancy to the British interests. 
This they had certainly now lost, through a considerable portion of the 
^agpocir and Ceded territories. The Brigadier-ifeneral, accordingly, 
•narched on the ^th of August from Ja^ah, with a troop oif horse-artillery^ 
‘Ire 3d regiment of- NAtive cav^ry -arid gallopers, four foot-artillery gufts, 


March of Bri- 
pidier-gcncral 
Do veton 'slight 
Force from 
Jalnah to 
Ellichajxwr. 

(Map VII.) 
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five -companies of the Royal Scots, and the 1 st bftttaUon of ,Uie„ ,3d, Ut 
battalion of the 12th, and 1st battalion of the IGth light infantry, corps; and 
took the high road to Ellichapoor by the Lackenwarree Ghat He had 
detached, two days previously, in his front, the 6 th cavalry, with orders 
to march direct onNagpoor by Meiker. Lieutenant-colonel Heath’a;de. 
tachment, which, in the month of June, was left north of Nussp^b^d, being 
likewise in motion at the same time, was directed to march by Mulkapoor 
to join Brigadier-general Doveton on his route to Ellichapoor. A minute 
relation of the hardships ■ and privations suffered by these troops would 
convey no instruction, and therefore will not be attempted. As their 
march was considered indispensable, their sufferings were unavoidable. 
The guns, equipage, and baggage, were continually falling in the rear; and 
every comfort, at the time most necessary, was entirely wanting. Under 
the same circumstances in Europe, cover of some descnpttoh would be 
found in towns and villages ; but in India, if the tents are detained in the 
rear, the troops necessarily remain exposed. Nor is there any remedy, 
as the villages are small, the houses incapable of containing more than 
their proper inhabitants, and large public edifices are no where existing 
to supply the deficiency. But even, were the case otherwise, the cus- 
toms of the inhabitants are such, that any attempt to enter their dwellings 
would' cause all the villages, on the line of march, to be abandoned, and 
excite the hostility of the whole country. Cases must, no doubt, occa- 
sionally arise, beyond the reach of human foresight; but the events of this 
war have sufficiently shewn, were the caution ^cessary, how indispensa- 
ble, previous to the assumption of monsoon qiiartws, is the provision lor 
the contingencies of the inclement season. This subject cannot be too 
forcibly impressed on the minds of those with whom rests the dispositions 
for the defence of the country. If not destined to share- the ® 

the troops, caused either by their mistakes or neglecti they will ffind to 
less room for self-esteem, when enjoying comparative comfort. ® 
tress and difficulties of the force under Brigadier-general . 

arose to such a height as to force him to halt at Akolah, from t e 
August ; for, in fact, the roads were completely impassable. After 
days the movement was recommenced ; but on. coming ^ ^ 2 ^, 

the roads were again found impracticable for wheel-carnages^ 
scription. He now pushed on with the troops alond, lea^iug 3; , 5 ^ a 
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and artillery on the right bank: of the river; and arrived at Ellichapoor on 
the 3d of September. ' 

In the mean while the destination of the 6th cavalry was changed to 
Pandoorna, and on the 19ttthe 1st battalion of the 16th regiment was sent mc„fby!X 
from Akolah to join it. Both corps were the next day at Mortizapoor, and 
continued their march .together without further interruption. A detach- 
ment of Berar troOps closed in likewise on the Nagpoor territory, by Cap-, 
tain Dove tons march, on the 15 th of August, from Risoor to Oomrouttee. 

He commanded eight companies of infantry, with two field-pieces, and six 
}%'is(ilahs of irregular horse. Lieutenant-colonel Heath overtook the ord-* 
nance park on the river, and continuing his march with it, by slow degrees, 
arrived after several days halt, on the 13th, at Ellichapoor. He had sent 
forward the 7 th cavalry and flank companies of the Madras European re- 
giment, which joined Brigadier- general Doveton’s head-quarters on the 
11th. On the 14th, four companies of the Madras European regiment, and 
the 2d battalion of the 17th regiment*, from Lieutenant-colonel M.ac 
UowcH’s camp on the Panjun nullah, arrived together at Ellichapoor. 

Here they were weather-bound again, though nearer the scene of action 
than wlien above the Berar Ghats. The Nuwaub’s contingent, which made 
a tew marches at the requisition of Mr. .lenkins, was for the same reason 
obliged to halt, after having had its ammunition and equipage entirely 
destroyed. 

The first object of the detachments which ascended the Ghats from r>cstructi,m „i 
Hoossingabad and the Wurdah, was the expulsion of the enemy from Garmon"ot' 
Mooltye, wliich they had seized from a party of Sebundies, on the 8th of 
August, in the face of a respectable detachment at Beitool. The combined ' 

parties of Majors Gumming and Mac Pherson, arrived before the place se- 
veral days previously to Major Munt, who commanded the 6th Madras ca- 
valry, and was directed to advance there, instead of halting at Pandoorna. 

As Major Cummiilg ap^proached Mooltye, he sent on a reconnoitring party 

a troop of cavalry, who, on the 18th, were encountered near that place, 

^ a body of liQi^e and foot, which came out to oppose them. The horse, 


This divi.sion of tjie European regiment had arriv(?d at Jalnidj before the monsoon, 

the relief of one wingiSf tl\e.,Royal; but the^e were likewise detained on account of the de- 
for troops in advance, ' 
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in numbers about three hundred, w^ere soon dispersed, with thirty Jii]|et(j 
and a few discharges from the field-piecefe induced the infantry to ^itKdmw 
into the fort. The rest of the detachment arrived on the 2Qth ; ,but^ tKe 
Major did not hold himself strong enough eithel- to attack or to inyie^ i|iis 
position, as his troops were much exhausted and reduced by sickuesA 
therefore, awaited the arrival, from Nagpoor, of the further reinforcement, 
under Captain Baker, of one squadron, half a battalion,, and two guns, 
which marched early in fhis month for Paiidoorna. The garrison were not, 
however, disposed to expect that occurrence ; and, on the morhing of the 
23d, evacuated both fort and town, to join their party where it was more 
secure. The place was occupied, after the dajr .broke, by a British, detail; 
and a detachment was formed to pursue the fugitives in a north-ea.sterly 
direction. Captain Newton, the commander, had a squadron of cavalry, 
and a company of light-infantry, for this service, on which he moved on 
the night of the 23d. Early on the following morning, after a. march of 
twenty miles, he discovered the enemy, amounting to about^one hundred 
and fifty horse, and two hundred foot, on the opposite side df the Bell ««/■ 
lah, near Hurna. This, though deep, the squadron immediately crossed, 
undiscovered; and as soon as it gained the opposite bank. Lieutenant 
Lane, commanding, formed it for a charge, which instantly followed. The 
result was complete. One hundred and seventy-one were killed, on tlie 
spot, and many of those who escaped must have carried off severe wounds. 
While this example was made of one party of the enemy, another was 
overtaken, about twelve miles north of Mooltye, by a squadron under 
Lieutenant Ker, who likewise destroyed about fifty of them, 
oapt Gordon's The enemy were at this time in possession of the fort -of Coirfpta, rom 
:aXft™p». whence they overran all the neighbouring country. 

was on the march to occupy that place and Lanjee, foH»d a body a* 
hundred men, Mussulmans, Gossyes, and Mahrattas, di^wn upi to oppos 
him, behind a deep nullah, near the village of Nowurgaum: .He accorfmg J 
left his treasure, and provisions, under the protection of twenty- J 
gulars, all his matchlocks and his gun. With the remainder, consisting 
twenty-five of the Cth -Bengal cavalry, two ^otidred apjdp^Wfintyr W 
gular infantry (of which two hundred were of the^ nevTlJjj-raised gP 
brigade), and six hundred irregular horse, he jdvanced fji 

who had good cover in the ravines, connected with Wo 

They fired at eaph other for about' a quarter of iSn hoi^; ^ ’ T*' 
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horse, in twb pluag^ into the stream,, and gained the enemy's rear. 

The infhntry, in' the' mean time, forded Jn front, carrying their cartridge* 
boxes and musquet? on %eir heads, to save them from the water. About 
one hundred of the enemy were killed, and some prisoners were taken. 
From them it was ascertain^ed, that they were strangers, who had^been 
engaged, in the service of J^rpah Saib, by his agents in the city of Nag- 
poor. This success was obtained with the loss of no more than four Sepoys. 
Captain Gordon’s progress towajds Compta continued to be so, much im- 
peded by the weather, tlidt he was unable to arrive there before the middle 
of September. He was then reinforced by two companies of the 1st bat- 
talion of the 1st Native ipfantry, under Lieutenant Thulief, sent from 
Nagpoor to overtake him. As, in the inean while, the enemy had extended 
a chain of posts from Ambaghur to Chandpoor, Rampylee, and Sahungur- 
ree, a second detachment* was sent out, under Major Wilson, on the 17th. 
His instructions were to attack and dislodge all the enemy’s parties along 
Ins route, to the most distant point of their line. But Captain Gordon- pro- 
ceeded to the attack of Compta, before the arrival of the Major ; and his 
dispositions for this purpose were carried into execution at day-break of 
the l«lh. The town of Compta is surrounded by a wall and partial ditch, 
and contains a small ghurrie, like most other Mahratta towns. To attack 
the town, in the first instance, the force was divided into three parties, of 
which the left, under Lieutenant Thulier, was composed of one hundred 
and sixty Madras Native infantry, and two Hundred of the Nagpoor brigade, 
Tlie centre ])arty consisted of a company of the same brigade, and a gun ; 
and the right, of matchlock men, under a Native Chief, named Appah 
Annund Rao. The left column was provided with fascines, carried by 
every second man; and as they approached the ditch of the town, which 
was very conteioptible, these were precipi^ted into it, and the troops 
passed over wiftout djfffculty. After entering the pettah, they separated 
into two parties. One of diese took the right, and the other the left, and 
drove the enemy .before tjlem with much gallantry find some loss ; while the 
fugitives, "who took to the plain, were intercepted by the irregular hqrse, 
from whom thOy considerable injury. The enemy had two hat- 


fhis olf.tbe battalion of the 1st regiment, 8 strong company 

®ftl.edep6tcoiiw(iMd,a .com^t^^squadron of the 6th cavalry. . 
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Attack of 
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teries in the town ; one of which was opposed to the centre party, and the 
other to that on the right. Both these were stormed, as soon as i^e left 
column got into the town. The ghurrie, alone, now remained to be re? 
duced ; and a gun was brought up to the gate to blow it open j but .this 
failing, an elephant took its place, and forced open the outer barrie^. There 
was still, however, another gate ; but while the assailants were devising 
the means of forcing that, likewise, the garrison surrendered, on the pro- 
rnise of personal safety. This was a very important success, as the Killedar 
had much influence over several of the remaining garrisons of this quarter, 
•whose submission he immediately promised. The number, stated to have 
been in the town, is probably overrated at two ^ousand men, of whom the 
loss was estimated at four hundred.* The number of British troops killed 

and wounded amounted to sixty-one. * 

On the 24th of September, six days after this event, the detachment 
commanded by Major Wilson arrived in the neighbourhood of Arabaghur; 
and he proceeded to reconnoitre the place, which was garrisoned by five 
hundred men. This fort, situate on a hill, is surrounded, to a considerable 
distance, by a thick jungle; but, in its immediate vicinity, on the south 
and east sides, there is a cultivated valley, half a mile broad. The hill on 
which the fort stands, is covered with wood, which conceals the dependant 
village at the bottom, and several posts with guns, which- the enemy had 
established to command the inferior plain. The camp was pitched out of 
range of cannon shot, and the detachment was divided into two parties, 
of which one was destined to cover a close reconnoissance. This consisted 
of a troop of cavalry and half of the 2d battalion of the 1st Madras Native 
infantry, of which the light company was advanced in small parties a k 
iltbmidade, while the remaining three formed a reserve to it. The enemy 
retired before these dispositions at the foot of the hill, a^ter giving an me- 
fectual fire and abandoning a few small guns, and extended themseWes on 
an eminence, connected by a barrier with Ambaghur. The reconnoissance 
ascended the principal Tiill ; and establishing itself near the gate o 
fort, was interposed between the place and the enemy on the other 
nence, who had evidently adopted that position for the ^curity o 
retreat. This demonstration of abandoning Ambaghur, where ^ few 

t * 

• Vide Y. 
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still remained, induced Major Wilson to order tip thfe' pioneers with scalin- 
ladders and axes, while he brought forward the remainder of the detach 
ment. Before these could Arriverthe garrison had already made their 
sortie through the opposite sallyport; and the wicket of the near gate 
having been cut open, the reconnoitring party were in possession. This 
place was thus obtained, without bloodshed, by twelve o’clock, and the 
detachment Was available for the further duty it was ordered to perform. 

Nothirtf extraordinary, however, occurred before the 7th of October • 
when Major Wilson came before Pourree, and made his arrangements to 
examine the enemy s position, while he was expecting a reinforcement from 
the real . But here, as in the former instance, the reconnoissance terminated 
ill a successful assault. This place consisted of a partially walled town, 
having the gate on the north-west side; and in the opposite quarter a 
ojmrrk, in a dilapidated state. On the south side ran the Wyne Gunga; 
where was a ferry of difficult access, except through the town. A ridge of 
earth covered the north side ; and behind it the enemy were drawn up with 
a few small guns, as the detachment made its dispositions. The infiintry 
were in two parties, of which that on the right was tlie 2d battalion of the 
1st regiment of Madras Native infantry, and the 6th cavalry were opposite 
the gate ; while the Moghul horse were destined to pass round the town, on 
the enemy being dislodged. When the detachment advanced, their op- 
poncnts fled into the town, and were pursued through the streets, at the 
^arae time that the cavalry were let in through the .gate by the infantry, 
who had passed over the inferior impediments. They made no further re- 
si.rtance elsewhere, but fled towards the ferry ; .and the ghurrk was scaled, 
S'* the Moghul horse were endeavouring to overtake the fugitives, having 
forced a barrier-gate. In this, however, they failed, from the intricacy and 
difficulty of the avenues t but, a small party of them arriving at the edge of 
the ferry, a few of the enemy. were there destroyed; and two boats, which • 
were overloaded by the eager crowd, sunk with about forty of them, who 
were all drowned. Their entire loss was estimated at about one hundred 
and fifty. Tba( of the detachment amounted to twelve killed and wounded. 

6 operations, in Uiis direction, were nearly terminated by these suc- 
cesses; notwithstanding which. Major Wilson received from Nagpoor, where 
® ready a wing of the Madras European regiment and the 1st battalion of 
e 3d Madras Native ‘ infantry had arrived on the 2d of October, a rein- 
orcement of two companies of that corps, which niarched on the 4th from 
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the capital. With these he proceeded" immediately against Barhamp^oi^ 
and Sahungurree, which severally shbmitted on his approach. PurtabgKtiir* 
had been, in liko^manner, reduced, oil the approach bf Ca|)tain Gown’s 
detachment, on the 2 1 st of October. As this fort was found in good rep^r, 
and well supplied >yith water, tvhich rendered it of importance for ,Qccupa; 
tion, it was, from want of regular troops, entrusted to' some irregulalft\ttf 
Beekrah, a Takoor chief, who had shewn himself staunch to the newGoverm? 
ment, notwithstanding the threats of Chyne Shaw, a partizSin' of Appah 

Saib, of much influence in the country. . 

Evacuation of Those succcsscs, to the eastward,' had all the effect that could be 'cx- 

crpta'a wa pectcd ; and the expulsion pf the enemy from places on the plain, /reduced 

Detachment, Considerable distress. All the cattle and provisions, which they 

had originally carried off from the villages of the more open countrjy, were 
now- expended ; and for some time they had been obliged to gain Subsist- 
ence by making excursions to the vicinity of the British posts. " To check 
these, the troops were on the alert, and since the arrival of Major Munt’s 
detachment on the 9th of September at Mooltye, there were sufficient 


Major Bowen’s 
successful At- 
tack of booTflyc. 


troops for this purpose, as Major Cumming’s detachment was by this time 
enabled to return to Beitool. Previously, however, to his countermarch, 
a detachment under Captain Jones, of the Bengal Establishment, consi-sting 
of a squadron of cavalry and two companies of infantry, wa^ 'sent to; dispos- 
sess a body of five hundred of the enemy, of the post of Amlah, about twelve 
miles north-west' of Mooltye, before which it arrived at eight o’clock in the 
morning. This ghurrie, contemptible as a place of strength, owing to the 
dilapidated state of its wqjls, was^ however, situated between two deep 
nullahs. These suddenly beginning to fill, as soon as the detachment 
crossed. Captain Jones was apprehensive of being cut off from his/^ggag® 
before he had completed the projected •service.' He therefore preferred to 
re-cross the nullah, and encaiftp out of reach of the firoM- the prnson, 
rather than to attempt an assaulfeby. a coiip de main, indi -Uccor^ngly re- 
mained inactive throughout the remainder of the day. Bupng’ the night, 
however, the enemy lost confidence, kno^'^ing the weakgOsf "Aeir posi' 
tioh. They also, probably, imagined that additional Jtrce .ivas^^ra^ 

against them ; for they evacuated before pla®® 

peacOably occupied by the British troops. f!' f 

A similar party of the enemy ha,d taken possession -of 
sixteen miles of Mooltye/^ From thence ’Major Bow^.was deta^ ' 
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ihe middle of Septen^ber, in quest of them^ with a squadron of cavalry 
and one hundred light-infantry. He found the enemy drawn up in front 
of the village prepared to receive him.- Having placed a half squadron on 
each flank, in this order he advanced, directing the cavalry to pass round 
the village, when, with the light-infantry, he should charge in front. This 
manoeuvre had the desired effect. The charge of .the infantry drove the 
enemy through the street, and the cavalry were ready to take them up on 
the opposite side, where about three hundred were cut up, and a lasting 
eft'ect produced by so signal an example. ** 

This event was followed by Lieutenant Cruickshanks's excursion, who, i.,eu.cna„t 
with a detachment consisting of one huiKlred and eighty infantry, fifty of 
the 7 th Bengal cavalry, and eighty Rohillah horse, marched, on the 20 th mus!" 
of September, from Dorol, to surprise some distant posts of the enemy 
among the hills. After an almost unremitting march of thirty hours, he 
arrived near Juna-Ghurree. There he found the chief, Dajee, with three 
hundred and fifty* men in front of the village. This post was situate in a 
dec]) valley, to which the only access for troops is through the opening by 
whirli the detachment entered. There, two difficult nullahs run parallel 
tu their front, within range of their fire, which consisted of ginjauls and 
matehlock.s. The same manoeuvre which had been practised by Major 
Bowen, was here adopted. The regular cavalry were sent to the right, the 
Roliillahs to the left, and the infantry crossed the nullahs in front. The 
enemy were driven through the village, and endeavoured to gain the hill 
111 tlie rear; but the horse intercepted and destroyed about two hundred 
nnd filty. Lieutenant Cruickshanks burned their cantonments, and 
inarched on another body, distant three miles, which, in advancing, he 
had passed on his right. This body was commanded by a chief named 
Gubba, who occupied a village on the side of a mountain. While .the 
enemy opened their fire, the infantry of the detachment divided into two 
parts; one of which ascended the hill from the left, while the other ad- 
vanced in front. The cavalry, at the same time, were held in reserve, to 
act according to circumstances. But the enemy had been, on this occa- 
s>ion, too prudent to trust themselves in the plain; and on being nearly 


llu-re were originally five hundred; but the Ghoands, amounting to one hundred and fifty, 
on the first appearance of the detachment. 
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aj^proacliecl, Heel up the mountain, and abandoned their store of provi- 
sions, their plunder, and two ginjauLs. Both these services being accoin- 
jHished, with scarce any other loss than that of Lieutenant Lane, of the 
Bengal cav airy, wounded, the detachment returned to its position, having 
marched forty miles in thirty-eight hours, and performed the services 
which have been described. 

Under these circumstances, and as the season for penetrating the hillg 
was yet distant, both parties had abundant leisure to make their disposi- 
tions for what was expected as the final operation. But the Ex-Kaj:ili, 
and his adherents, were probably much discouraged by their late revcrse.s; 
and the dilficidties they continued to experience in procuring subsistence, 
rendered their situation distressing. Yet *Appah Saib still had his cnib- 
saries employed in increasing the number of his troops, to prevent the 
junction of whom was the natural concern of the British posts : as by their 
means he might be more in a condition to undertake excursions, or even 
to force his way out of the circle within whicli he was invested. Of the 
small parties which contrived to evade the posts, necessarily at a consi- 
derable distance from each other, there was probably little inforrnytiun; but 
in the middle of October, a more important body was rc))orted to be cross- 
ing tlie cordini, and excited an attention proportionate to its consequence. 
T!ie intelligence was, however, too late ; and a party of* about seventy 
Ibllcwers of Cdieettoo Pindarry, succeeded in joining the Ex-llajali from 
the westward, through the Jungles about Assoer '^, and thence by a north- 
eastern road to Patchinurrec. Where this marauder had secreted himscll 
since his expulsion from Malwah by Sir John Malcolm (p. 2G9), is oi little 
importance; though it may be inferred that lie had lain about the Saiit- 
poorra hills and Jungles, under cover ol’ 15ajec Rao’s army and the fort oi 
Asseerghur, till he found a convenient opportunity of sallying forth. At the 
same time a dcnunistrathni was made on the British posts on the south side 
of the Mahadeo hills, which, from the coincidence of time, might be ima- 
gined to be intended as a diversion in favour of Cheettoo’s Junction. 
enemy had eftcctcd an- understanding with some persons in Deoglmu 
already an English post, which was even in the rear of some othei posi 
tions, and of Siiiclwarra, whither Captain Pedlar’s detachment had maiche 


* Thi.s place siioukl not be confounded with that of the bame name near Boorbaunpooi. 
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in August. I’or the execution of their design of gaining Deoghur, they as- 
seinlded at Lonadye, a village ten miles distant, in a westerly direction. 
A (iclaclnnent advanced against them under Captain Cuffley, while Captain 
}\dlar and Lieutenant Cameron proceeded to Deoghur, where a European 
oii'icer was established in charge of that post, to prevent the recurrence of 
future treachery. This movement dispersed them. Captain Cuftiey burned 
their cantonments on the 15th of October; the other officers took several 
iirisouers; and it was concluded that none of the remainder returned to 
Putchmurree. 

Tiie eneiny, seeing no further prospect of success to the southward of 
the liills, turned their clforts to the northern side, on which Colonel Adams 
had encamped his head-quarters, with two hundred cavalry, two hundred 
infantry, and four horse-artillery guns, with a few llohillahs, at Siiidkeir, 
in the middle of November. On the 2.'3d of that month, Chync Shaw, the 
Ghoand cliief, suddenly appeared before Chouraghur, with two- thousand 
folhiwcis, wlio surrounded the place, in the hopes of intimidating the gar- 
rison, wliii h consisted of no more than a Native officer and tliirty men. 
These, howc'.or, maintained a good countenance, and during twenty-four 
Ilnurs, deterred the enemy from an assault, by a constant tire of such guns 
as « ere on the v/alls. Their situation, in the mean while, was made known 
to Lieutenant-colonel Mac Morine, who immediately detached a relief of 
two hundred infantry and fifty Rohillahs, under Lieutenant Brandon. This 
ehicer, by a diligent march, arrived there in time on the 24th, and found 
the enemy drawn up to receive him. He formed his men against these for- 
i :d ir.le odds, and commenced his attack by five volleys, which had the 
L'lhct he expected, of producing a certain degree of irresolution; of the 
indications of which he took advantage, by inslantly charging with the bay- 
I'lii't. The success of this measure was proved in the destruction of one 
hundred and fifty of the enenng with little comparative loss. They never 
returned again to the attack of the fort; in which a reinforcement having 
huen placed by Lieutenant Brandon, he returned with the rest of his de- 
tachment to his head-quarters. Their next appearance was in the neigh- 
houil'.ood of Futteepoor, in the beginning of December, which immediately 
claimed tlie attention of Captain Roberts, commanding a detachment at 
l^uhagpoor. He, accordingly, mfirched against them with a party of Rohil- 
I'di horse. Finding these insufficient for his purpose, he was obliged to 
-^nqieiul his attack, till the arrival of some infantry and guns on the 8th, 
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when a few discharges from the artillery, which the enemy stood till they 
found themselves within reach of grape, effected their dispersion. - 

As a la^it resource, the Ex-Rajah was engaged in practices among the 
British troops, to suborn their allegiance ; but in this he had little more 
success than Bajce Rao on a previous occasion. Two or three men of 
the Gth Bengal cavalry went over to him, and sent invitations to others in 
that regiment to join them; but the bearers of their letters were detected;,: 
and though these were subsequently delivered, with a view to ascertain the 
sentiments of the parties to whom they were addressed, they produced no 
impression ; and the only answer the messengers received was : not to re- 
turn, as such communication was calculated to endanger the lives of those 
whose names were introduced. Notwithstanding the satisfactoriness of 
this experiment, the Resident deemed it advisable to require the removal of 
this corps from Nagpoor, where Appah Saib had so large a party. It, ac- 
cordingly; changed position to the Beitool district, with the Gth Madras 
cavalry, which arrived at the capital on the 4th of January. The other 
movements which affected the power of the new Government towards the 
end of 1818, was the arrival, from Chanda, of half of the 1st battalion of the 
11th Madras Native infantry, at Nagpoor, on the 8th ofNovember; and this 
was followed by other changes of less importance. On the 27th of December 
a detail of artillery and two six-pounders marched to relieve a similar 
party of the Bengal Establisliinent, in the Chaoteesgliur district ; and next 
day the remainder of the 2d battalion of the 1st Native infantry proceeded 
to join its battalion head-quarters at Rourree. On the 31st of December 
Major Wilson returned to Nagpoor with the infantry portion of his detach- 
ment, excepting some parties left on the Wyne Gunga, at Ambagluir, 
Pourree, and Barhampoorree, by the 2d battalion of the 1 st regiment ; and 
at Wyratghur by the 1st battalion of the 1 1th Native infantry. The squa- 
dron of cavalry had previously returned, as had, likewise. Captain Gordons 
detachment, after taking possession of Lohargurree and Dungurghurree, 
and leaving small garrisons in Compta and Lanjee. This would be the 
]u oper place for taking a summary view of the operations of Captain Mox 
ton's detachment in Chaoteesghur, , and of Captain Saunders’s detachment 
in the Chanda district, were they immediately connected with the deea 
of Appah Saib’s active adherents. But in fact they were more directed to 
the establishment of the new order of things, than to the expulsiqn o ,t e 
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ostensible enemy ; and, in s6me instances; even to the subjugation of par- 
ties, that had bepn equally hostile to the Ex-Rajah during his govern mUt. 

■ With the beginning of the year 1819, were proposed\o be undertakeh c„n,b,„c,! d,> 
the combined movements into the hills, which should close this long pro- wld''’'* 
traded struggle. Three detachments were destined to enter from the ‘"'""p'™- 
northern points of Hoossingabad, Garurwarra, and Chuparra, two from the 
southern points of Mooltye and Deoghur, while Brigadier-general Doveton, 
leaving a detachment in Berar, should ascend, with the rest of his force, the (Map vii.) 
Dhoolghat to Jilpy-Aumneir on the Taptee, to intercept the enemy, should 
they attempt to gain Asseerghur. In pursuance of this arrangement. Briga- 
dier-general Doveton marched, on the 2 1st of December, from the viciifity 
of Rllichapoor, leaving under Lieutenant-Colebrooke, for the protection of 
berar, the galloper battery, three troops of the 2d Native cavalry, and the 
Xuwanb Snlabut Khan’s cavalry and infantry. Instead, however, of as- 
cending the Injardie hills, with his whole,force, he halted at Warkeira, on 
arriving there on the 30th of December; and on the 2d of .lanuary de- 
tached Lieutenant-colonel Pollock, with three troops of the 2d Native 
cavalry, the Wallajahbad light infantry, one company of the 2d battalion 
oi the 17th regiment, three companies of pioneers, and one hundred horse 
and one liundred and fifty foot of the Ellichapoof contingent, to take pos- 
session of Jilpy-Aumneir, and make the proposed dispositions. This de- 
taclunent ascended t^e Dhoolghat, and arrived, through a wild unculti- 
vated country, on the 6th of January at noon, before the fort. This was 
held by a body of armed men, who had seized it during the prevailing anar- 
chy throughout the Cessions to the British Government and its allies. 

Jilpy-Aumneir, situate at the confluence of the Taptee and Gurgah Siege of Jilpy- 

Aumneir by 

nvers, is washed on two sides by their waters : bn a third, is a deep and Licutenam-coi. 

^ / Pollock’^ De- 

uitncult ravine ; afid on the fourth side, where is the entrance, is a double tachment. 
line oT works; and in front of them, a stockade. This face, which is shorter 
than the other three, is that alone towards which the access is easy ; and 
■t was selected to be attacked, as the garrison refused to submit, and the 
walls were too high for an escalade. A few scattered houses, called the 
are near the bank! of the Taptee, from one hundred to one hundred’ 

3nd fifty yards frdm thlB 'north face of the fort; and about two hundred 
yards from the south-east angle, on the bank of the Gurgah, is^a building 
‘tailed the Dargak,(^ Mahboftedan mausoleum). Of these two positions, the 
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possession was taken, without difficulty, on the day of arrival ; while the 
camp was established about six hundred yards in the rear, stretching from 
one river to the other. Next day, a disposition wa.s made for completing 
the investment of the place. For this purpose, a picket of cavalry and 
infantry was thrown across the Gurgah, opposite the fort, at a village 
called the Shar; and the Ellichapoor contingent was, in like manner, 
n,B.) placed across the Taptee, on the 8th; for both these rivers were fordable 
near their confluence. The object of these arrangements, as well as of a six- 
pounder battery constructed, on the night of the 9th, in front of the pettah, 
was to induce the garrison to surrender, before the arrival of the additional 
guns and troops expected from Jalnah ; and the positions of the several 
posts were such, as to impede the communication of the garrison with the 
rivers. On the 10th, a gun opened on the defences about the gate.\va\ ; 
xvhich being but thin, were easily damaged. Grape was also fired in the 
same direction, occasionally, to increase the annoyance. On the llth, at 
night, an additional battery of six-pounders was constructed; and on the 
loflowing morning, it likewise opened against the defences mijoining the 
gatcwa\° of which considerable masses came down. At eight o’clock, tlu 
garrison desired to have permission to retire with their arms- and private 
proiierty, and a parley ensued ; but no more than their lives being piomiscd 
them, which they refused to accept without other ffivourable terras, hos- 
tilities recommenced. In the evening, the most strict injunctions of alert- 
ness were given to alt the posts, in the apprehension that the garrison would 
attempt a' sortie that night; and that at the Shar was reinforced, as most 
likely to encounter the enemy. In the west face of the fort was a sma. 
sallyport, leading down to the Taptee by a flight of steps, which was 
entirely concealed from view by a tliick jungle that extended also auug 
the bank of the river. Immediately after night-fall, the garrison, m sma 
numbers, commenced descending through this way ; and by eight ococv 
were all clear of the place. From thence they silently held then wa)^ 
unobserved, down the bed of the stream, and were too late 
ascending the opposite bank. A pursuit was attempted, but it ” 

availing beyond the capture of a few prisoners; for as Soon as they 
river, by the ravines which joined it, they dived into thick Jung ^ 
effectually, secured their further flight. The garrison were 
titled to no better terms than had been promised them ; for jg, 
delayed their offer of surrender til! the arrival of the detacbmen 
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Lieutenant-colonel Crosdill, wh), as senior officer, assumed the command, 
and made every disposition for opening, on the following morning, the 
ouns and howitzers which he had brought with him. 

It will be recollected that this officer, with the battering-train of the 
Ilydrabad Division, was attached to the force under Colonel Mac Dowell, 
employed at Mallcygaum immediately before the monsoon. Tlie foot-artil- 
lery and guns had rernained vvdth him throughout that inclement season, in 
the expectation of further sieges, on the return of the fair weather. The 
detachment, on the 1st of October, moved back to Malleygaum ; and there 
awaited the result of some negotiations with the garrison of Ummulneir, the 
principal refractory post in Khandesh, and the junction of reinforcements, 
which might render the eventual siege less tedious and destructive than 
had been that of Malleygaum. Ummulneir had belonged to the Peishwah, 
hut was ill iinmodiate possession of a chief named Raj Buhandoor, who, 
lor twenty years, had held it with a garrison of Arabs. The nature of this 
^ort of tenure will be better understood, by observing that on Raj Buhan- 
door having fallen into disgrace with his Prince, he was ordered to Poonah, 
where it was proposed to deprive him of his Jag/iire, On leaving his fort, 
hi obedience to orders, he gave strict injunctions to the garrison to sur- 
render it to no one, not even to the Peishwah. This order, however rebel- 
lious, \\as strictly obeyed; for after the Chief had succeeded in re-estab- 
iishing liimsclf in his master s good graces, they refused to admiteven him, 
on liis return. Though he was subsequently acknowledged, they would not 
now permit him to surrender the place to the British Authorities, to whom 
he was desirous of submitting. After the failure of many attempts to pur- 
ehase their submission, they were justly declared rebels, and it was 
wsolved to suppress them. For this service there were now more Eu- 
ropeans than before the monsoon ; for as soon as the weather had cleared 
sufficiently for movement, the head-quaiters of his Majesty’s C7th foot 
pnt in motion, from Bombay, to reinforce the detachment in Khan- 
in the western parts of which province there was likewise em- 
ployed, since June, a small detachment of that establishment, composed of 
kui Companies of the above corps, and the 2d battalion of the 5th regi- 
ment, which arrived from Soonet, under Major Jardine. The 67th arrived 
Malleygaum on the 11th of November, where Colonel Huskisson, as 
^uior officer, took the command of the force, which consisted of that corps, 
coinpa^j^g the Madras European regiment, and the head-quarters of 
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the 2d battalion of the 1st regiment. To 4iese were subsequently adde( 
part of Major Jardine’s detachment, and the flank companies of the 2i 
battalion of the 13th Madras Native infantry, ordered from that battalion 
(at this time stationed in the vicinity of Boorhaunpoor,) to overawe soIk 
Bheels who shewed a disposition towards aggression. With the^ addi 
tions, the force under Colonel Huskisson amounted to one thousand Eu 
ropean foot, eight hundred Native infantry, aiid two hundred and fifty h, 
regular horse, with the Bombay battering-train, and what remained ser- 
viceable of that belonging to the Hydrabad Division, the pioneers, and de- 
tail of sappers and miners. On the 25th of November, the head-quarten 
of the force marched from Malleygaum ; and, on the 28th, came before 
Buhaudoorpoor. This place, though it contained but a few Arabs, was ol 
some importance, from its strength, and from its containing the residence ol 
a Chief of consequence, and a manufactory of gunj)owder. It was, how- 
ever, passed over till after the siege of Ummulneir, the object of primary 
consideration ; before which the force encamped, on the following day, at 
the distance of three thousand yards, with the Boarree river intervening. 

The ghurrie of Ummulneir is a square of only two hundred feet; on 
thrc.e sides is surrounded by the town, the fourth being washed by the 
river Boarree, on whose'left bank it is situate. The wall on this side, as 
well as the towers at the angles, are revetted with stone ; but the remaining 
curtains are of mud, and the works generally are fifty feet high. The in- 
terior is filled up to nearly the foot of the parapet, and commands the sur- 
rounding town, which is extensive, and inclosed by a wall eight feet high, 
of which the river face is likewise revetted with stone. The gates of the 
ghurrie are three in number, and greatly out of repair, as well as a tra- 
verse, projected to cover them. On the opposite bank of the river, here 
two hundred and fifty yards broad, is a small eminence higher- than the 
ghurrie; and therefore commanding it ; so that this place might well be con- 
sidered contemptible in point of strength. The garrison was suinmoned to 
unconditional surrender, nor would any attention be given to their solici- 
tation for more specific terms. They found themselves obliged to consent, 
on the following day (the 30th), to what neither their force nor position 
could enable them to refuse ; for they were only one hundred 
men, and all hope of escape was precluded by the posts ai^id patroles with 
which they were surrounded. They deposited their arilis outside of- the 
ghurrie, and advanced into the bed of the river, v^ere thoy^v^^^ * 



401 


(Map VII.) 

respcvio} -v..*.»H*ireii-,'oui-ieuaerea, ►itj me- same. Man- 
ner, to the hofsjfe Jundii^Meutenaht'fSwimstpir^" whie^ were sent to 

demand its suSSmI^MI ;• ^d^as thej^ liiias ’hevii' :no- further occasion for the 
force in its e^\6etd^B^att^-^;i| ^a|^btb}ten'4fp. -^The head-quarters returnied 
toMalleygaumiiiifo^ the ?ocduj^il^n-fo in which, were left, of 

Madras corpsis.the 1st battaliorf oji^thh ?<1, the 2d battalioh of the^lSth^ and 
the 2d battalion of the Uth regiments of Native tnfantry/with the sqpperi 
and miners. and.^ome pioneers. . The batteringrtrain, escorted by allthn . 

Madras artillery, t^ie detachmepy of ;'the ^JMadras European regiment,' and v 
some Native troops, marched,, on the 7 th of December, , under Lieutenant- 
colonel Mac Dowell, towards Jalnah. This defochment arrived there on the " 

25th, and, after lodging the heavy train in store. Lieutenant-colonel Cros- 
dill marched again on the 28th, with the whole of the artillery-men brought 
from Khandesh, tv^o brass twelve-pounders, and two five-and-a-half-iuch 
liowitzers, the six eompanies of the Madras European regiment, and detail 
of pioneers, with five lacs of rupees, for the head-quarters of the Hydra- 
bad Division, at this time on march from Ellichapoor to Warkeira. On his 
arrival at this place, on the 8th of January, he received further orders to 
continue his march, on tlie following day, to Jilpy-Aumneir,' where he ar- 
rived, as already related, on jthe 12th. ..-The- fall of this place having enabled.-. 

Iiim to return immediately with his guns, he , left the detachment of the - 
Madras European regiipent with Eieutenaat-coIowl PpUpek, and rejoined, 
oil the 21st, Brigadier-general Doyefon. , ■ . 1' i , 

Having now dispos^^' of'the.diei^pfo^etitdeatip^ for the interception of Combined 

AppahSaib, should he>|Ltten)ipt, the J^pyrAunmeiiipad, for the descriptiMii.jjhrSJidel."'” 
of which dispositioh^a^^jgpreseliOirfifoii^^eM^edia^fopemtions against that 
s Chief was foundV ^essa^.^jthe^ narrative .returns to movements in 
die Nagpoor dieepptmuediiswith tfad cbnolusion of the 

jear 1818. 9*^;4he 9th piijf^uary, >’ the heed-.quaiters;of;the Subsidiary 
, orce, with tl^e ftth Madi^ cavilry, %ut.hor8e-|tf'till^ry the^lst bat- « 

^ ion of. the eivi- 
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bett^, protection ojf the ^ 
sei^t thither.' 'oh the 17th i 
' camp by the flank compa h^.;i 
line of posts, chiefl^'b? 
stragglers, from Ihh ‘Vi^ynb 
For at this time it whs strmii ^ ^ . 

Vour, by evading his adversaries in ^guise^ , 

the Nagp'oor territory. On t|e 

up a position at B^bye ; and bad, #l%hi8 head-quaiW 
bodied men. Li^htenant-ea^%^»to^ 
one thousand riien, and Ma|Df ;0'S^efli,^J 
number. Each of thesfe corps M 
half-inch howitzers, carried on elef>nanth; ind they 
on the 2d and 3d of February. Colonels Adams and Mac l^rAe if^eedet 
directly towards Patchmurree, and Major O’Brien marched^^ J'Harrye 
From this place, the Major, keeping a south-west course^pKbpbf<>ache( 
the other corps, encountered a body of Ghoands under ^yfte^Shahr, wht 
was himself taken, and his party dispersed. Beyond 'this, 'bb;5ther op 

position was made; and while parties from Colonel ScotWdwe^ 
every recess of the hills from the south, in co-operatio1v tli< 
north. Colonel Adhms arrived at Patehmurreh, in the^mtad|b*<#Fehruar^ 
when Appah Saib and his ojien adherents were ho ' 

That Chief, perceiving, at the end of thB:previouJ^h||mf™^^ 
State of the preparatiobs against Mm, and that ; 
posed a barrier to their execution, adopted the mbptmtjMiidiPra. op 
siderable time, Contemplated. On the 1st of Fdb 
tipn, jaflet’plundering his friends the Ghoands -pf 
passed Iboarda on the 3d, accompanied by §r*- 
followed through tlie same pjaed* heit day, 

Ifihdod&tapees. Capteih Jones, of the* 
there with a troop of diat re^ment, ahd ,lwo^_ _ 

<^.rpceived timely information of the inteiided,'' "ft 
thib intelligence wab cCnjoimB^l with such 
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detactiment, ,By which: 'they 
9;qr«i; .With^omp prisoners. The .remainder; dis- 

the Ex'Rajf^r:' ‘j^fiptea^nt-coljin^^^ UkeWi||,rfeceived eatrly vice •’ 
of this flight^ j^hich inoro;northerly line than Ji^^ he 

immediately;'^ided: ,6n li^cjii^^ Peeplaod, , where he arrived on the 
morning,of'th^ 4tb> .and oeouj^ed the point from whence the two avenue^' 
to Asseerghur branqh off, by Bamgjhur and B.oorgaum. A strong picicit: of 
cavalry and infantry was, likewise;, posted on a road which passed, the vit- 
lage of Eurah, .two miles in his rear, and offered another road for flight to 
the Westward. In this staje of preparation the uttiiost vigilance was main* 
tained, to intercept the enemy. In the mean while, AppiA Saib was pur- 
suing his way from Saolleeghur, accompanied by his Pindarry friends, as 
the best guides through this wild and scarqely pervious tract ; and late in 
the evening of the same, day (4th of pehruary) . approached the picket, 
which turned out with great alertness. In this unexpected rencounter, he 
dashed his horse intd a deep ravine ; and made his escape with considera- 
ble difficulty, while his party dispersed and fled in every direction, pitir- 
sued by the pijcket till the darkness rendered further .exertion unavailing. 

A few prisoners wete .ta)ken, among whom were some of t)ie d,eserter8 from 
the Bengal 10th I^atiyf^iBifantry, . who had assisted in Appah Saib’s escape. 
These, a few days,; aft4rWards, suffered du^ to so flagrant, « 

an instance of in^elity. A^rt ^f the ,c|yaiiy were sent the next morn- 
ing, in the dir ^m n of! .K^oi'^uttif to ascertain if th^ fugitive.Phief, and 
Cheettoo, had t^tl- tlmtirphte. Finding "pl^e d|a4''t®'^ % ■ 

dar, who was fJov^or of Assoergnur, Jeswunt Rao Laa^ 


Asseerghimyh^ylifemiand^ Appah 

;/“ge,_the 

•'dantof-ihe'd " ' ’ ' 
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Brigadier-general were 

he received the intelligence of these moveixients. 
the 27th of .lanuary, by a wing of his. Majesty’s 30th rCj 

as a relief for the division of the Royill Scots,- at this ^ 

, were, accordingly put in motion, the hext day, by the 
they were to be joined by the 2d battalion of the, 14th r^gJ^^i^.j,ofv:!N^iy(^ 
infantry, from Malleygaura. This corps, which had beei44«ft. |^'^^i:^|| 
by Sir Thomas Ilislop, sulfered so severely from .fever, 
drawn to Malleygaum, to rescue its remains from destro^^i^i^^^-There its 
sickness continuing unabated, it was ordered to return wiflj^iffi ^he British 
territory; and at this time had but a few men fit for dOty^^^Fe^, how- 
ever, as they were, Brigadier-general Doveton considered thj^t^^^^sary 
addition to his force, under the new course of events- Re ,lik6^^,|popnt$r. 
manded the march of the Royals, whom he directed to escort ttie;b,attering- 
train from Jalnah to Boorhaunpoor. There he arrived, with hi^;|i^n force, 
on the 14th of February, to await the ascertaiinment of the actual Conduct 
of Jeswunt Rao Laar, with regard to the cause of Appah Saib. In this sus- 
pense the narrative will leave him, to conclude this Chapter with a summary 
reflection on the many events with which it has been qrowdej^. 

It will be difficult now to say, whether expectations of a^istalxce from 
other Powers were entertained by Appah Saib, when from the hearfc^ his 
jungles he sent out his parties to take possession of thb siwronnding coun- 
try. This probably would not have been left at his raercy^.j||r any military 
man, accustomed to reflect on the. occupation of a .conque^d territory. 
The dispositions made by Brigadier-general Smith, in the I^pahjter^tory, 
immediately previous to the monsoon (p. 315), foriA a str^ij^coptf^ttotlie 
absence of a similar measure in the Nagpoor country 
dependent on the British means jfor its^ defence,;^-^ 
quired the co-operation of troops, wliich might have 
ficient, with other dispositions. If a contempt, of the 
neglect, the result will agree with what is gei^« 
usual consequence of such an opinion of an adv«fr(j|i^ 
it must be allowed, that Appah Saib’s subsequent 
^,iied the contempt both of his means and his;.j^udgQt.^>i^^ 
pursued appeared the result of miscalculation^, 
his entire ignorance of the means possess^! 




re- 
.sof- 

ft* 



Therfi; distiuctly tU conduct of 

his partiesi^^T^y ofi^^-tljiemselves several occasion^, to the 

attack of ^te:B^ti^:4et^^ments sent a^nst them, when the numbers were 
oteerly equal, VwitKourhpphi^ihg to have made any provision for their 
retreat., Though they, '^ere necessarily beaten by disciplined troops, they 
continued to try th^’ chance Of combat in a manner unaccountable, consider- 
ing the dijninu^oh.%%,Were reported to have invariably sustained, and the 
little loss th^y cdt^S tb their assailants. These unsuccessful efforts would 
soon convince Ap^h §aib of the inefficacy of a further struggle. He pro- 
bably contemplated those encounters only as the means of amusing his 
enemies, till a fit dccasiott offered for his escape. For this purpose, he 
wisely availed himself of the services of the Pindarries, who were well ac- 
quainted with the needful stratagems, and the nature of the country to be 
passed. Under their guidance, he was enabled to traverse one of the wildest 
tracts in India. But he deferred adopting this measure till long after the 
opening of the season had exposed him to the liability of being attacked ; 
and he might have deetped the delay of the British movements extraordi- 


nary. when he left Patchmurree, on the 1st of February, fifteen days before 
Colonel Adarris s arrival. The period of combined movement, on that place, 
was originally fixed for the 1st of January, instead of the 2d of February, 
when it actually commenced. The* postponepient has been attributed to 


the preparations nedessary for carrying, on elephants, the ordnance attached 
to the three columns advancing from the northward. This would certainly 
be worthy of much regret, were there reason to suppose that an earlier 
movement. would hkve surprised Appah Saib ; but there is no ground for 
that opinion. His intelligence was necessarily correct ; and ever since the 
end of October, when joined by Cheettoo, he may be considered as prepared 
to fly on the day of combined movement. Whatever inconvenience, there- 
fore, belonged tO'the delay of advancing against him, was principally the 
loss of time, wi^ the evils attending the suspense in which the minds of 
the inhabitants were heid;;during a state of things so inconclusive. Any ob- 
servations wjirch' can now b,e made» on the inefficacy of guns, on that occa- 
sion, are liable to, Be Considered ‘as derived from the subsequent knowledge 
of feats 't^jl^^€ert^]q;,jf^^ere are. many cases in which great sagacity 
IS requirei^'tb!|is^l|^C!|^ of dispensing' >vith their aid. They 

sre at taffies ofecers, long accustomed to 



'A' ’ , ' - , ' 4 '. ■ ■ 

use them, will voluntarily.fepnvfe 


after; but its wretchedness will be easily' cphceivs^le-,^ 


alter; Dui us wrt?ii;xicuucB^ 

!^the British Governmeot ^ India bein^ 
during their prosperity thmughopt the l^pwp wfort^' oj^e^; 

to its interests has better means’' M 
', pov^er, llian were permitted by the vindictive j^peve,: 
those despots unerringly pursued their victim 
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tERMINAtlON OF THE WAR. 

State of Scmdiah'9 Domniom, Siege of Garrakota bt^ the Saughur Force, Defeat of 
Dhokal Singes Party by ScindMs Contingent,. Bajee Rao^s March through Malwah: 

March of the Mlmv Field- Force to A^seerghur, Assembly of Troops and Ordnance for 
the Siege, Description of the Fortress of Asseerghur, Assault of the Pettah, Opening 
f the Batteries, Final Positions of both Camps, and Plan for the Siege of the Upper 
Fort, Reduction of the Lower Fort, Operations confined to the East and West At- 
tacks, Successful Prosecution of the Siege, Distressed Condition of the Garrison, ^ 
Negotiations for 'a Capitulation, Surrender of Asseerghur, Loss of the Enemy, and 
Recapitulation of the British Forces. British Loss^ and Refections on the Reduction of 
Asseerghur, Separation of the Force, Considerations on the Result of the War, as it 
'fee ted the Peishwah, As it affected Scindiah, Holkur, • Bhooslah. Rajapoots, 

Nizam, The Pindarries, Trimbuckjee, Recapitulation of British Aeguisitions in the 
Deckan and Koku?i, In Hindoostah, Military Dispositions. Considerations on their 
Importance. Conclusion. „ 

The events which occurred north of the Nerbuddah, during the monsoon, .stateofscin- 
liad an influence on th^ iihihediatO termination of the war, so indirect, as to 
justify a summai^ descitlption of thfm, till the marc^ of those forces, which 
co-operated in the jre^uction of Asseerghur, the principal subject of this 
chapter. These e^Qts were- chiefly, if tiot entirely connected with the 
settlement pf ^cindiih’Sjdisjtracted country ; for he was then, and has jince 
continued to oei, inoapnlbiI& of r.esti^ning the turbulent cHiefs and officers, 
into whose tnanV^bf bi!S4rbdp!^^hd districts had fallen. For this pur- 
pose, the||^^jl^nt^|omt«anded by British'fflScers, was kept in a state of 
motion oiF the rainy Season ;%nd' its approach, in 

bat^ Serdi^e,” had the effect of awing 

tiiem intdte^ap 0 jrtl|^ipf^^|.;.j 4 %tiilejilcli' Chief^^^^ enterprise, was en- 

favouring fo. .for himself. Arjoon 3ing, who had once 
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(Mdp VIII.) been master Of Gurrakota and Maltown; deemed the occasion 

favourable to the recovery of hfe former possessions, and succef4^^ 
cupying, by ^stratagem, the first of those places. , Ai^ Spmdiah\ii^^^^4er^ 
himself incapable of retaking ity the assistance of a Saughur force>%i(}ej. 
Brigadier-general Watson, was granted to him ; and that cofpsjji^me before 
Gurrakota, on the 18th of October, having left its cantoriment^n,tbe%| 5 th^^ 
Siege of Gurra- Posscssion of the town was gained without opposition, on the^day % 
srughu/ Force, caiup was established before the fort, which is situated at the con^uencebf 
(Plan 37 .) the Sonar and Guddaree rivers. These streams wash the outer wall on 
two sides, and towards the^ land is a wet ditch communicating bet^^een 
them. The longest dimension of this place is about nine hundred yards, 
and its greatest breadth three hundred. Its general figure is that of a 
semicircle, of which the diameter is parallel to the bank of the Sonar ; and 
the remainder is composed of broken lines, which touch the Guddaree 
river, and take the general figure to which it has been assimilated. A 
^ faime-braye, or outer wall, twenty feet high, runs along the bank of the 
river and the scarp of the ditch. This is thirty feet deep and substantially 
revetted: but, excepting in the wet season, the Sonar is easily fordable, . 
near its junction with the ditch, to which point, moreover, a pathway ^ 
leads down the bed, under cover of the left bank,, on which is likewise situ- 
ate the place. The interior wall, twenty-nine feet high, retains a tern- 
pteiney composed of a mass of stone and mud, varying in thicknesses from 
six to twenty feet ; and its direction is so irregular, excepting on the Sonar 
side, that in few other places can its parallelism with the i^uter wall be 
traced. About sixteen hundred yards from the ditch, a wall extends be- 


(w.) 


(C,) 


tween the two rivers, and is continued for the space of a few hundred yar^s 
along the Sonar. The space thus enclosed between tlus Vail, ^the fort, j 
the rivers, is nearly waste; and a gate opens Into it ftpm the' J>lace, to 
which it might be denominated the esplanade, if if ^ere teijderbd liiore 
level. Such as it is, Brigadier-general Watson gainea fe%sy pt)ssession df 
it, having, on the night of the 18th, constructed a ^attei^>:o^r two twelvt^l 
pounders on the left bank of the Guddaree, litCre fordable, 
wall which has been descril)ed. The camp was in rear, of tji^i 
and the point selected for the attack was. th^" south-east 
ditch joifas the Sonar river. On the night of the 23d, a 
teen mortars and four howitzers was completed, on the left bank, I an’^^^ 
low the junction of the rivers, and was about one thousand ytirdy froifa 



northert a||ti 

the same wall 
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g/, * 4 -.? ^l^^'.feo^F-mndera were, 
»' outer 

an|; oi» %l^> >^nfilade 

lweei|rthe1siRite]ia^ . tM Sonar5i':''Thf^Sirif*nhm»-kV+f«»,. 


‘and two twelyfe.pdunders, was 


estobl|tf^ ya% from the point selected, 

i^ady 'to opeh; on . the ' 

,of 2pih |hat of 


for two tWenti^fp! 


itioTning 


{B) 
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opened fr6nj^tiptl|^|att^y,,.^^^ highlt up t^ ri^er, td 

improve 'the lireacVialteady si^^ at top. • During thi,? p&rii^d, 

the fire of thfe ixsafe^b^Aad he^ii. .^hite contemptible, and was attended 
with only two casdad^ies t ^ut the, explosion of a shell in the mortar-feattery, ■ 

•at the mouth of tfepiecBj on the tnoraing of^ tl^e 24th, caused the loss of 
several artilleiy-men and Natives, by firing about one hundred shells. On 
the evening of ‘the ^t|, the breach was ^reported practicable; and. the 
storniing-party was fceordingly ordered Jbr the, assault, proposed to take 
place on the following mpming^,; For this purpose, it was njorched from 
the camp to a positibn vicinity of Ae breach, where it blvomcked for, 
the night ; but thfe'^rHson were, ‘not prepared to stand a storn, -and sent . 
out to demand the terms of being permitted to preserve their arms and i^ri- 
vate property, and to return to their homes. <They iwere certainly 'in no 
i c ondition to insist .on these stipulations ; but as their opposition fiad by no 
ineaiis been directed against the Bridsh Government, Brigadier-general 
Watson acquiesced in their demands, an preference to exposing the lives of 
liis troops to tfie riisk pflh assault ; aifid hostages we|e sent to his camp, as 
a security for the' performance of .the a^eejBjent.'’ Atseyen o’clock',' bn the 
'raornijig of ^'e 3fith of Qj^'^ber,' Ihfe g^ison.Which ori^nally amounted to . 

[five hundred not fdi*’' tfieif ' res^^re homes. They were 

'Supposed to< hai^ -}dli ii^sir one hundred^ hilled -and Wbimded ’fiuring the 

* Gurrakota,'Wad.;iBimediatelv oceupiecii'for /Dowlnt„Rao. 'S.cindiah, and* Defeat of 

n 1* -n Dhokal Sing’s 

e Saughur fbtoc^.while-telufeiiur to its fonin|r station Im -the way or Be- i^ttyb/san- 
p-PjRtqn .ai^^ui|areei w^ts 'ebgaged iit^tthng ?uch twnl^ry as had g;ent. 

^ opposition of Arjpoh who,. ‘witi his brothers, (Map vino 


P distorbeS 


in satii 



-to conciliate ’ttie British fekirnment, and 
ml! - « . ' them fiatratt-^Seindiah. , To the con- 

" ’ - the ie^iiiOTt ojT the remain- 
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ing insuboi'dinates of Central Malwah; as Brigadier-general head- 

quarters, after arriving at SaOghur on the 16fth, continued there dhrirfg the 
remainder of the year. The majority of this corps, under Captain Blacker! 
had been posted at some distance from Gurrakota, during the siege of that 
place, to cut off the garrison, should they attempt a sortie with the intehtioa 
of flight; but now that the business was concluded here, the' cbfltiugem 
\ was free to depart for other calls of the service. The most pressihg^of 
these was the arrangement of the succession of the Tributary District of 
Budjuntghur, in consequence of the death of Jye Sing, the late possessor. 
There were two competitors, of whom Dhokal Sing was the most powerful, 
having a force of three thousand men, chiefly Rajapoots. In order to re- 
move his pretensions, a pension, and provision for his family, were offered 
to him by Scindiali’s Government. As these were not satisfactory, the 
contingent was ordered against him, to disperse his force, and besiege his 
person, provided its movement were not sufficient to reduce him to accept 
the proposed terms. Captain Blacker marched, with that design, from 
Seronge to the Parbuttee, where he arrived on the 20th of Noveml>er, hav- 
ing detached a portion of the force by Ragooghur. Dhokal Sing was, all 
this time, retiring before the contingent ; but was stated as not being far 
distant when it crossed the Parbuttee, a few miles south of Ragooghur. 
Captain Blacker now prepared to overtake him by a forced march, and wuh 
in motion at five p. m. of the 21st ; but at midnight, understanding his adver- 
sary was only a few coss in advance, he halted, in order to Qome upon him 
after day-break, Dhokal Sing was, however, again in movement, autici* 
pating an attack, and kept his course to the westward, through a thick 
jungle, in which he was followed till ten o’clock of the 22d, when he was 
discovered, drawn up in a confined plain of difficult access, with the choice ol 
his smaH body of horse and foot. At this time the majority of the contin- 
gent were far in the rear, owing to the fatigues of the i^narch, which had 
been latterly much, accelerated, and to the difficulty of penetrating a thick 
jungle in a rou^h country, where two horses could seldom" mov^ abreast. 
1’hose, howeverfrwhich were in front, were the best, and aboufe^hree hun- 
dred and fifty in number ; and they were formed for actioiti-wUh all possi- 
ble expedition. But they were not in motiori sooner than th$‘etien3^> 
charged with a determination that carried a few of them op- 

ponents, never to return. They were led by Dhokal Sing^ In 
in the conflict, received three severe wounds, which obli|fed hiips to 
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the field with precipitation. .This <iras the signal for the flight of his party, 

^vho dispersed in the jungle, and left on the ground thirty of their best men. 

The loss of the contingeptamovnttddto fifty ; which gives reason to conclude, 
that had not the ac|,verse Chief been luckily wounded, the result of his 
daring conduct; might have been doubtful, if not successful ; for he had 
certainly the advantage of numbers. Unable to ride in this condition, he 
was carried on a litter into the heart of the hills and jungles north of 
llagooghuT, where he dismissed such as rejoined him, in order to elude 
pursuit with the more facility. The contingent having made some move- 
ments about Gogul Chuppra, to cut off his retreat beyond the Chumbul, 
returned towards Seronge, leaving him, in his reduced state, to the exertions 
of his rival. 

Advancing-from the east to the west of Malwah, the narrative of events Bdi«ii.u 
v^hich succeeded the submission of Bajee Rao to Sir .John Malcolm, is MX'h.' 
here resumed. Their indirect reference, indeed, to the progress of the 
war equally entitles them to consideration ; not only as partially conjoined 
with the name of Bajee Rao, but, like the operations of the Saughur force, 
its productive of a state of comparative order, which permitted the 
march of the troops to a distant object. All the posts which had been esta- 
blished along the Nerbuddah, and the range of Ghats north of it (p. 363), 
with exception of the 1st battalion of the 14th regiment of Native infantry, 
at Muuclleisur, being called in at the commencement of the monsoon ; on 
the 2'h\ of July, the Ex-Pcishwah commenced his march for Hindoostan. 
lie was accompanied by Sir John Malcolms head-quarters, with one troop 
; (if the 3d Madras cavalry, the 1st regiment of Skinner’s irregular horse, 
ilank companies of the 2d battalion of the 6th regiment of Madras Native in- 
fautry, and the 1st battalion of the 8th regiment of Bombay Native infantry. 

The inclemency of this season might have furnished an argument for delay- 
ing the movement till the weather should clear up ; but the necessity of re- 
moving Bajee Rao from . a quarter where the character ot Peishwah was 
considered with a sort of reverential awe, was paramount to every other 
consideration. In the neighbourhood of Indoor and Oojein, the difticulty 
'll preventing intrigues and improper communications was early expcii- 
enced, and imposed tire necessity of quitting, as soon as possible, a Mali 
tatta territory, where stich was the dangerous state of ignorance in whic i 
the inhabitants were held respecting foreign transactions, that the. bu o 
them were yet unacquainted with the Peishwah’s sad reverses. The remain 
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iojf troops of this force continued at-'Mlfow, under the . 

nant-colonel Corsellis, while Sir John Bajee 

march by Nolye and Kacbroad to Mundissoor, where they? 

7th of August. A halt Was her© made lill the 24th, for th© spnjpl^ij,^ pf 
vtiriSus arrangements.'' The Ist battalion of the 19th; r6gi^ent^p||]^eirg^ 

' Native infantry, having then joined the detachment, Bajee Rao 
tbwards his destination, with an escort composed of 'that co^jj^ahd^^lcin- 
net’s horse, commanded by Major Innes of the Bengal Establiahni^t,WhiJe 
Sir John Malcolm, with the remaining .corps, returned by the? sant^ , road 
they had advanced, to the cantonment at Mhow, to await the . termination 
of the monsoon. * ■ . " • * 

• A general view has already been taken of the success., which attended 
Sir John’s measures, for the suppression of the lawless habits ;exis,tiBg in the 
western parts of Malwah. These, however, still- prevailed, to, a deplorable 
degree, on the frontiers' of Goozerat, where his exertions had not extended. 
That nothing might be left incomplete, he commenced, on the 1st of De- 
cember, with the horse-artillery, the 3d cavalry, and the 1st battalibh of the 
8th regiment of Bombay Native infantry, a tour through the turbulent parts, 
to the westward. His progress to Rutlam was by Dhar Amgberra, Bhassa- 
wur, Jabbooah, and Petlawud ; and he returned to Mhow on the 15th of 
January, by Budnawur and Beitmah. The fruit of this excursion was. an 
arrangement with several of the Chiefs of the country through .which he 
passed ; and the expulsion, through negotiation, of four thousa,nd Arabs, 
Meckrannees, and other mercenaries, who had actually govern^ and dis- 
tressed those districts for several years. This source of evil removed, by 
the dismissal of these bands to their respective homes, the force^ remained 
in readiness for further operations, till the '12th of February |--when it 
marched towards Asseerghur, on the intelligence of ApJ>ah’ Saib’s. flight in 
that direction. Accordingly, on the 21st,' it Was af'^M^utpoor^ from 
whence Sir John repaired to Brigadier-general, Dovehan'avpampi at Cala- 
. chabootra, for the purpose of a conference respecting the futpre operations 
of both forces. Tlie immediate consequence of this visit;, Was, march, 
the Mhow force to Boorgaum, dn the 24th, and from.thdrieei'^i^'r^^'KnH^ 
Ghat; to Suhdlepoor, within five thou^nd ySrfls pf the fixjrl 6f Ass^. 1^’'® 
Sir John's head-quarters continued till rejoined by thfe';fijim^ty,bl%a^A|' 
battering-guns, which hhd been left In the rear; and'hiA"^eu^;^^^^?“ ; 
changed, for immediate siege, to apositfon north-we^Hf 
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these movements took ’i^]|ice, ^Lieuteha&t-Col6Bfei.S^ with the 1st bat- 
talion of thea4th ilBgiihent 6f;Madr^^ infahtry/and Skinner’s irre- 
gular horse,' Was-engage^ in closmg'the passes gtorth of Asseerghur. with a 
view to intercept the escape .of Jthe fu^tivcs,. supposed to be .concealed 
among the Jtingfeat near thatiplace, if not within the walls; In the' perform- 
ance of thicker viW, he madin a ttlarch of thifty-five miles, on the 15th, and 
was neatly snccessfttl in taking Cheettoo prisoner, while his party dispersed; 
and Appah Sa,ib likewise ihtrowly escape<|, as was then supposed, into As- 
fceerghur.’ file apd his, party were pursued to the gates of the fort, by a de- 
tachment of||lhner’sirreghlar horse; but the fire which opened' from the 
place prevented the enemy' from being attacked in its vicinity. Many were 
however c«fr Up, during the first surprise, notwithstanding the difficulty, of 
the country which was passed in approaching and pursuing them. 

Jeswunt Rao Laar, the Killedar, at the same time, relied on a temporizing 
policy; in pursuance of which, on the 18th of February, he had sent' to 
Brigadier-general Doveton to demand a passport, that he might wait on Sir 
Jolin Malcolm at Boorgaum ; "but he never made use of this permission, arid, 
on the contrary, was active in his arrangement for resistance ; denying, all 
the while, that Appah Saib was within his fort. The delays, however, 
which he conceived that his duplicity produced in the operations against him, 
were equally Useful to his enemies; who, while they sincerely pursued the 
way of accommodation, were gradually approached by the means of coer- 
cion, in the event of its failure. The Jaulnah battering- train, consisting of 
seven eighteen-poun^rs and two twelves, one ten-inch, three eight-inch, 
and one five-and-a-balf-inch mortars, and two eight-inch and three five-and- 
a-half-inch howitzers; accompanied by two hundred men of the Royal Scots, 
and one hundred and sixty men of the 2d battalion of the i4th regiment of 
Native infanW‘y^.,'|irrived in Brigadier-general Doveton ’s camp, on the 1st of 
March. ThwJKHandesh forcfe moyed from Malleygaum, on the 25th of Fe- 
bruary, towardsTTrUmfiilneir ; and from thence detached the engineers' depart- 
ment, detail of sappejr| 'and miners, and eight companies of his Majesty’s 67th, 
foot, with a Company of gionep^rs, all of whonv joined on the 9th of March. 
Similar aid was djr|iwn from th^ Nagpoor Subsidiary Fo'rcC, whose head-quar- 
ters' being no lon^erile*<luir,ed.<ifiove.tlie.Gh^ts, descended, by the Baroplee 
pass, on the 26th ofiFebruaryj'With .the half troop of ^^orse-artillery, ajid the 
•''t battalion o£,i,th&3d regiment df .BiIadPfis light infantry, and arriveef at the 
oa])ital on, the dth .of the &ilo''ying.iiionth, having left- the 1st battalion of the 
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(Plan 3S.) 


11th regiment of Madras Native infantry at Mooltye. The flank «Qnjpanies 
of the Madras European regiment had been sent off', on the 19th of February, 
to join Brigadier-general Doveton, from the camp ; and they were joined on 
the march by the battering-train from Nagpoor, escorted by a company of. 
the 1st battalion of the 1st regiment of Madras Native infantry, "fhia 
forceincnt of ordnance, consisting of four eighteen-pounders, two eigl^t-iuch 
mortars, and two heavy eight-inch howitzers, with a contpany of fodfc-artillery 
and Lascars, arrived in the camp on the 1 1th of March; and was fpjlowed on 
the 17th by the Hoossingabad train, and a detachment under Lieutenant- 
colonel Grimstrut, of the Bengal Establishment, which had advanced by the 
Jilpy-Aumneir route. These consisted of a squadron of the 7th Bengal 
cavalry, a half company of foot-artillery and gun-Lascars, fifteen companies 
of Bengal Native infantry, and a company of pioneers, with two eighteen- 
pounders, two twelves, and two five-and-a-half-iiich howitzers. As, with 
these reinforcements, there were abundance of means assembled for the 
reduction of Asseerghiir, the Killedar of which had sufficiently evinced 
his resolution to avoid any other decision excepting that of arms, the im- 
mediate preparations were made, on the night of the 17th, for the attack of 
the pettah next day. This measure might have been undertaken at any 
period, since the arrival on the banks of the Taptee, and other preparatory 
steps might likewise have been adopted ; but, as an envoy had been on hi& 
way from Scindiah, with an order for the surrender of the place, every ap- 
pearance of precipitation had been avoided. The arrival of this person, and 
the Laar s extravagant stipulations, soon shewed the fruitlessness of further 
delay ; for he desired that the British forces should be first removed, and 
that a respectable hostage should be given for his safety. Brigadier- 
general Doveton's'earnp was in reality six miles from the 'place, where it 
continued several days longer; and from thence were made the arrange- 
ments for the attack of the pettah. In order to render these understood, 
some description of the place and its environs becomes necessary; and 
will be related as succinctly, as the complex nature of this subject will 
permit. ^ 

The upper fort, in its greatest length from west to east, is about 
eleven hundred yards; and in its extreme breadth, from north to 
south, about six hundred; but, owing to the irregularity of its shape, the 
area will not be found more than three hundred thousand square yards. It 
crowns the top of a detached hill, seven hundred and fifty feet,in height 
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and round tbe foot of the wall inclosing the area, is a bluff precipice, ’from 
eighty to one hundred and twenty feet in perpendicular depth, so’ well 
scarped as to leave no avenues of ascent, except at two places. To fortify 
these, has therefore been the principal care in constructing the upper fort ; 
for the wall which skirts the precipice is no more than a low curtain, ex- 
cept where the guns are placed in battery. This is one of the few hill-forts 
possessing an abundant supply of .water, which is not commanded within 
cannon' range; but it fully participates in the common disadvantage attend- 
ing similar places of strength, by affording cover in every direction to the 
approaches of an enemy, through the numerous ravines, by which its in- 
ferior ramifications are separated. In one of these, which terminates within 
llic upper fort, is the northern avenue, where the hill is highest ; and to bar 
tlie access to the place at that point, an outer rampart, containing four case- 
mates with embrasures, eighteen feet high, as many thick, and one hundred 
and ninety feet long, crosses it from one part of the interior wall to another, 
wlicre a re-entering angle is formed by the works. A sallyport of extraordi- 
nary construction descends through the rock at the south-eastern extremity; 
and is easily blocked, on necessity, by dropping down materials at certain 
stages which are open to the top. The principal avenue to the fort is on 
the south west side, where there is conserjuently a double lino of works 
above; the lower of which, twenty-five feet in height, runs along the foot 
ot the 1)1 off precipice, and the entrance passes through five gateways, by 
a stccj) ascent of stone steps. The masonry here is uncommonly fine, as 
the natural impediments are, on this side, least difficult ; and on this ac- 
count, a third line of works, called the lower fort, embraces an inferior 
biaiicl) ol the hill immediately above the pettah. The wall is about thirty 
ket ill height, with towers ; and at its northern and soufliern extremities. 

It ascends lo connect itself with thp upper works. The pettah, which is 
hy no means large, has a partial wall ou the southern side, where there is 
^h^tc; but in other quarters it is open, and surrounded by ravines and 
(k'cp hollows, extending far in every direction. 

* To take possession of the town was the object of the preparations of 

17th; and the. troops destined for this service were ordered to assem- (v.iii- 
at midnight} and totuiove out, an hour afterwards. The column of at- ) 
commanded by Lieutenant-colonel Fraser of the Royal Scots, con- 
®'>sted of five companies of that regiment, the flank companies of his Ma- 
.30th and 67th foot, and of the Madras European regiment, five 
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companies of the 1st l)attalion.'?)f^the*’l2th M‘Hc|ra^NativiBinralftrt^_^d»tijie 

detail of sappers and mihWs. , ,.,T%/p8frve, nn^er .^^or his 

Majesty’s .Spth, wasicoj^pdi^ed'o^'th^ retnatnin'if coinpaiiie|i:^f 
one company of the 6^th, one of tke Madras 
companies of Native infantry, from the 1st battaliort^ of 
th^ first battalion of the 1 2th regiment, and ^thp ld^^al|aU|Hj^^^^ 
Tegiment, with detachments from the jgd aiid^Wh M^adijM-N^v^r^c^valry, 
and four horse-artillery guns. One hundred pioneer^ WO^d “int^i^e rear 
of the column of attack; and the remainder followed the re^rve vi^itS the 
Doolies and Puckalliea. The objecf of gaining the lown^^s, tO have a 
convenient position from whence, under secure . cover, batteries^might be 
erected to take off the" defences, and breach the wall, of the lower fort; On 
this account, the necessary engineers, materials, and workmert, wefp at- 
tached to the attacking. column. While on the southeni sidc. this disposi- 
tion was made, sir John Malcolm was directed to distfact ' the enemy’s 
attentioaon.the northern side, by the operations, of his force;' from which 
he prepared, for this service, the 3d cavalry, the 2d battalion of the 6th regi- 
ment, and the 1st battalion of the 14th regiment of Madras Natjye infantry, 
thelst battalion of the 8th regimentof Bombay Natiye infantry, six howitzers, 
and tyvo horse-artillery guns. At the appbinted'hourof the morning of the 
ISthiOf March, the troops moved out of Srigadiep-general Dbyeton’s camp 
at Numbolah, which he bad occupied "since the jungtion*pf his first rein- 
forcement ; arid the column of attack advanced up the bbd^^pf the Batee- 
keirah nullah, whibh runs parallel to the works on the j^outher^ sidte, till, 
arriving within a convenient distance of the jpc«aA> ,^it rushed in by the 
gate and ' on both flanks, oVerpoWjOrmg every resistance\on the. pEurfof the 
enemy. The Reserve at the same time occupied^ paftip.#, points of 

the Bateekeirah andChaokul ww/ZaA#, vyhich are * 1 |araUel}$(f ^it^^diher for 
some distance before, their junction, and su^eiettjdy ^^ar |he 
afford eventual support. On tl^e other side of t&e bjil> 
force was .divided into parties, ^biefepccuprifed. ^kj,tbe, .ay^hes in that 
quarter, from the Chaolkan to the Booi^auttt rdt^ ; and H'o^ two- of, theSl, 
shells arid rockets were thrown into the Ipwey fort during^lj^i^acjfe.. 
pettclh, in which the 1st battalion pf the*dthbiregimept4lf’Bj^^d^^adv® in- 
fantry, supported by the 1st battalion ofthe, J,4tb rfiginiebt of 
infantry, was especially employed. The troops, on enterinj^|^ -<ip’*^' fon? 
cover so immediately in streets running parallel toj^theA^wi pf 
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foi l, that th^y suffered little loss^, notwitlistauding an unremitting fire from 
the enemy; an^ Major- M^licod, the Deputy Quartermaster-general, with 
Lieutenant Bland of the Royal Scots, were the only officers wounded. 

This day’s. o|>eratious terminated by the recall of the troops to their re- 
spective camps, with exception of the column of attack , and the 1st bat- 
talion of the 8th regiment of Bombay Native infantry, which occupied the 
pctUfhf a post at the Laal Baugh, and another at the Moote Baugh, where 
>vas likewise the howitzer-battery. 

During the course of the day, a battery for six light howitzers was 0pc.iinL-:„t the 

, liiittciics. 

completed in the peitali, and directed against the lower fort; and in the 
course of the night, an attempt was made to construct another battery for 
eight heavy guns, on an eminence to the left (north) of the town, and six (h.) 
hundred yards from the lower fort: but owing to the hardness of the 
oroiind and insufficiency of materials, the work, when half completed, was 
destroyed before day-light, and the materials hid in the neighbouring ra- 
\iacs. The streets, enfiladed by the fort, were however barricaded, and 
,a post was established among some houses in advance of the pdta/i, which (d.) 
was occupied during the night; but it was deemed expedient always to 
withdraw the troops to the most advanced point of the' town, at the ap- 
pio'dch of day-light ; the flanking fire of the enemy rendering all commu- 
nication with that post dangerous, except in the dark. The enemy also 
considered it too near them; and on the evening of the 19th, made a sally 
ua it under cover of a fire of small arms from their walls. They succeeded 
111 burning some of the houses ; but were soon repulsed by the troops from 
the fclUi/i. The heavy gun-battery was recommenced and comjdetcd during (b.) . 
the night, and another, for eight mortars and howitzers, half finished imme- 
diately on the left of the petta/i. On the 20th, the heavy gun-battery [E.) 

opened, at day-break ; and by evening had nearly effected a practicable 
breach in the lower fort, as well as injured the defences of part of the upper 
works. The enemy, at the same time, made a bold sally into the pettah, 
and gained the main street, where they were finally repulsed ; but, during 
this service, a deplorable loss was sustained in the death of Lieutenant- 
colonel Fraser, who was killed while rallying his men in the confusion 
attending so sudden ati attack. The breach of the lower fort having be- 

... — 

3 II 


Vide Appendix. Z. 
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come practicable, a fire was renewad-^verylialf how during tke to: 

keep it open, and a working-party we»e engaged in completing t^ mortar,, 
battery. 'Before day-break, on the 21st, th6 enemy evacuated the lower 
fort, but this circumstance was not then known ; and af sev^n^A. m., by,an 
accident, the cauSe of which was never ascertained, the iQagazine in rear 
(B.) of the breaching-battery exploded. Unfortunately, at this moment, the 
relief of the covering party took place, which exposed a detachment one 
hundred men of the 2d battalion of the 15th regiraeirtidf Madras Nati^^e 
infantry, to the effects of the explosion of one hundred and thirty barrels of 
gunpowder. A Native officer and thirty‘four non-commi^ioned rank and 
file were killed, arid another Native officer and sixty-five non-commissioned 
rank and file wounded. The disaster did not however extend to the bat- 
tery, which recommenced firing on the enemy, who were perceived de- 
scending the hill, on witnessing what had happened. The enemy again 
occupying the lower fort, the fire from the heavy battery was chiefly di- 
rected towards the perfecting of the breach, and silencing the fire from the 
top of the hill, particularly of two large guns ; one in the centre tower of 
( 1 .) the northern face, and the other at the flag-staff bastion. 

Filial Positions The mortar- battery being complete, in the afternoon of the 21st, a few 
au.i'^hn for^the sliells wcre thtowu to ascertain the range, and the 2d battalion of the IStli 
upper“Fo« regiment of Native infantry joined the camp from Russoolpoor. On this 
occasion, it was deemed necessary to change the positions of the two forces 
engaged in the siege; and pursuant to the arrangements for this purpose, 
Sir John Malcolm’s division was reinforced on the 22d, and detachments 
from it took the duties in the pettah; while Brigadier-general Dovetons 
head-quarters were removed to a position three miles and a lialf north- 
east of Asseerghur. In the batteries, the eighteen-pounders were silent 
this day ; and the fire was chiefly confined to the mortars, which coritinued 
to play with perseverance on the top of the hill, occasionally varying their 
C> ) range. One gun, in the centre bastion of the north face of the upper fort, 
having given considerable annoyance to the breaching-battery, an 
sure was opened to silence it, about two hundred yards to it^ left, during t 
night; and another, at the same distance on the right, to keep down a 
fire from small arms, behind the defences of the lower fort, at a particular 
spot which commanded the pettah. Very little interesting occurred during 
the 23d. Shells were still fired unremittingly, and the breach was kept 

open; while a howitzer remained loaded with grape in the main avenue 
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from the lower fort into the petiah, for ,the reception of the enemy, should 
thef attempt a sally. The same observation applies to the service of the 
24th ; but on the night between that ancT the following day, a battery was 
erected three hundred and fifty yards to the left of the breaching-bat- 
tery, for two eight-inch howitzers and two five-and-a-half-inch mortars (K) 
The reconnoissance of the upper fort had now been completed; and the 
result was, the plan of conducting the real attack against it on the east side 
demonstration made on the north side, against a point where 
the rock faded. Brigadier-general Doveton’s personal command embraced 
both operations. With this view, the 2.5th and 26th were principally occu- 
pied in collecting the requisite materials and in making gabions. Some 
necessary alterations took place in the position of the park; and the firing 
continued the same, as for the last few days. 

The next morning, three troops of the 3d Madras cavalry, and the 2d H^J»ct.onof 
battalion of the Gth regiment of Madras Native infantry, moved to a position ““ 
at the Bateekeirah nullah, for the protection of the working-parties em- 
jiloyed to the southward, which was the quarter where Sir John now 
commanded. yV battery was also constructed on that side, to breach in a (c.) 
second place the lower fort ; but the guns were not brought in that night. 

Two six-pounders were likewise carried on elephants, to a position called 
Mughnlka fopec (Moguls Camp), which was subsequently reinforced by 
two howitzers. On the northern side, at the same time, the engineers’ 
depot was advanced into a garden called the Rambaugh; and in front of 
It a battery was thrown up for two twelve-pounders, to silence a large gun (r.) 
on the north-east bastion of the upper fort. A communication was likewise 
commenced in the direction of the proposed battery, and finished next day ; 
while, on the southern side, the guns were brought into the new breaching- (c.) 
battery by creditable exertion, under a 'fire which did little execution, from 
its great elevation.' Oh"' the 29th, the original breaching-battery recom- 
nienced firing for the perfection of the brea,ch, destined to be stornjed on 
the following day,. During the night, two more heavy guns were carried 
«> the left, to assist in that object, as well as to destroy some remaining 
efences. On the southern side the four-gun breaching-battery played, 
t mughout the day, with happy effect, and by evening, made a practicable 
reach in.the loWer w^i^pposite ; a howitzer, to the right of it, command- 
‘ag the gate of the up^^ .fort. On this night the first ground was broken, 

•'r t e eastern attack,||^ the construction of two batteries, one for five. 
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and the other for four eighteen-pounders, both of which;^v^re destined to 
destroy the defences of the flank, on each side of the certain 'Pi*opoiSd to 
be breached. Shells were thrown incessantly into the lower fort, "Airing 
the night, for the purpose of firing different buildings '; and %er 
ment was made for the assault on the following day, by Sir John^Ialccdm, 
to whom was entrusted the conduct of this important service. The enemy, 
however, despaired of a successful resistance, and early ii^ th^* niorhiiig 
abandoned Malleeghur (the lower fort), which was occupied without oppo- 
sition, at sun-rise, on the 30th, by the British troops, who advanced, under 
every proper precaution, to guard against a surprise. A fire opened on them 
from above ; but, besides that its great elevation rendered it ineffectual, a 
reply to it from the British batteries imposed silence in a short time. 

The first measure, after the occupation of Malleeghur, was the disarm- 
ing of the batteries, which were solely directed against it; and as the suh- 
sequent operations against the upper fort brought the troops and working- 
parties within a short range of small arms, the casualties which suc- 
ceeded, became more numerous than they had previously been* The two 
breaching-batteries were, consequently, dismantled, and during the niglit 
the mortars, hitherto in the pettak, were brought into the lower fort. On 
th^ east side, considerable difficulty was experienced in bringing the heavy 
guns into the batteries prepared for them on the rocky eminences ; and only 
a portion of them ascended ; while, on the left of one, a battery for two 
heavy mortars was prepared. On the 31st, however, the remaining heavy 
guns were brought up the heights, and opened with good effect ; and in 
front of the Kambaugh, a battery was thrown up for eight mortars and 
howitzers. At the same time, the Kummurgah (second line of works on 
the west side) was assailed with shells from the north and soutl^ mortar-bat- 
teries, and from Malleeghur; and eighteen and twclvc-pounders opened \yith 
equal perseverance on its defences. In the course of Saughnr 

reinforcement arrived. Brigadier-general Watsoil, "C.^B. with his staff, 
had come in the day before, having marched by Ra^semi, Uoossingabad, 
and Jilpy-Aumneir, in the early part of March, as Soon as the siege of 
Asseerghur was proposed. The troops and ordnance which accompanied 
him, amounted to two thousand two hundred non-comniissiotiqd rank and 
file, and twenty-two heavy pieces*. ' 

" ■ ■ 

* Tln^se wero, a party of Rohillah horse, two complete companies of fitirq|>^an and Nutnt? 
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On the 1st of April the firing was continued, as on the previous days 
„,hile two more heavy ^uns were placed in the pettah to annoy the Kum- 
niurgah, and during the night, a sixrgun battery was constructed at the m) 
distance of six hundred yards from the north-west curtain of the upper 
fort. On the eastern side the eight-mortar battery opened, and a new ten- <« 

mortar battery was thrown tip in the rear, and to the left of the others. ;;■) 

Into this the mortars were brought next day (the 2d), and a magazine 
Mas established in their rear. At the same time the guns were brought 
mtothenew battery opposite to the north-west curtain, and opened°at m 
tM O p. M. The fire of these, on tfie 3d of April, destroyed the,tlefcnccs to the 
right of the intended breach on that side; but its direction against the cor- 
ner tower being too oblique, two eighteen-pounders were drawn out at night 
to the right of the battery, and an epaukmott was thrown up in front for 
ii covering-party, where a new battery was proposed. On this morning the 
leu-mortar battery opened on the eastern side ; and a battery for four addi- (r ) 

tional mortars was thrown up to the right and front of this attack. [it.) 

So many shot had now been expended, that a common expedient in sucassnu Pm- 
Inthan sieges was resorted to fo.r the repair of the deficiency, and a reward "" 

offered ior each brought into the camp, according to its dimension, was at- 
tended with an abundant return, where camp followers were so numerous. 

On the 4th, the fire had so effectually destroyed the defences on each flank 
of the intended breach, on the eastern side, that the brcaching-battery for 
two twenty-four, and two eighteen-pounders, was commenced immediately 
Opposite the curtain selected. At the same time, to keep down some an- 
noyance from the north-east tower, three eighteen-pounders were placed in 
battery on the right of this attack, to destroy its defences. On the pdtdh 
dde much labour was exerted in bringing up guns to the lower fort ; and to 
convey them from thence to a ridge on its left, a mine was commenced in 
tile wall near its northern angle. This was successfully sprung on the morn- 
mg of the 5th ; arid two additional eighteen-pounders were brought up 
that day, in consequence of which, the new breaching-battery on the ad- 
vanced ridge was completed. The usual fire was kept up from guns and 


■ rtillery, the 2d battalion of the 1st regiment and 2d battalion of the 13 th regiment of Bengal .N'a- 
‘''fentry, and four companies of gun-Lascars, pioneers and miners ; with two twenty-four and 
“'ir eightecn-pounders, two oight-ineh howitzers, and three ten-inch, three eight-inch, and eight 

''•‘•and-a-half-inch mortis. 


(,V) 
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mortaVs; and in order to“ keep in check the boldhes^ of 'some'ifiatchiock 
men, from whom much annoyance was experience^in Malleeghiif, where 
Lieutenant Hannah, of the 67th, with others, was Wounded, a few good 
marksmen were selected, and posted in suitable situations, with ^tire Suc- 
cess. On this evening, likewise, the breaching-battery newly commeiiiced 
on the eastern side, was completed ; and the left battery, ' which* kad hi- 
therto fired at the defences, was advanced to become a breaching-Sattery. 

While tliese operations against the fort were so vigorously carried on, 
the officer from Scindiah’s court had been permitted to enter occasionally, 
on business supposed to be connected with the ostensible object of his 
mission; but latterly so little was his character acknowledged, thdt some 
of the garrison were desirous of treating him as a partizan of the British 
Authorities, instead of a messenger from their ovvm Prince. In this respect, 
his character was as much mistaken, as his supposed powers and instruc- 
tions were deceitful, which subsequent circumstances explained ; but the 
state of the garrison had now become such, that little importance attached 
to the part he should act; for the cattle on the hill were starving for 
want of forage, and the troops, seeing the walls falling before the breaching- 
batteries, began to think their own efforts useless. To this was added the 
extreme annoyance they sustained, from the number of sheila that fell 
about them continually, which, though they did not produce a large 
amount of casualties, harassed them, and depressed their spirit . of con- 
stancy. This condition of affairs was understood from a spy, who, after 
having been detained in irons twenty days, succeeded iumakidg his escape, 
and likewise reported the great loss they had sustained, in the death of a 
.Jemidar, who had the chief management of their artillery. ^Jeswunt Rao 
Laar, therefore, came to the resolution of opening a negotiation; and with 
this view, desired that an officer named Sooltaun K,ban might Be permit- 
ted to join him from Boorhaunpoor. But, this individual not being present, 
a respectable servant of the Spobahdar of that city Was sent in his room; 
while, to cohvince the Killedar that the British Authorities. Were net to be 
diverted from their designs by empty dtniomtf-ations, a doubl^ number of 
shells were thrown from all the mortar batte'ridb. This Was followed 

up, on the 6th, by the completion of the neW breachinj|-battery,.on the 
west side, with a magazine in its rear; pnd 6n the' east sidd'hy the arming 

with two twenty-four pounders, and two eighteen-poundfers, the advanced 

battery prepared during the previous Ixight. At the time the ten- 
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mortar battery was repaired, and a rqad operieji from tjie right of the at- , 

tack towards the breach. Next morning tjie heavy guns in three batteries 
opened against the curtain, and made a practicable breach in its- retaining 
wall by gening, while, on Ae opposite (west) side, .the new battery hav- 
ing been likewise arm^4 with eighteen-pounders, fired with happy effect ( 
on the wall of the upper fort, %om ten a. m. , 

puriijg the whole of these proceedings, the enemy kept up an unre- Negon 
milling discharge of small arms, which caused some casualties, but these " 
not numerous ; ^and their alarms at the consequences of an assanlt were now 
so ])ressing, that the Killedar sent out this evening two Vakeels (agents) to 
solicit terms of capitulation. Those which he demanded were, liberty for 
llie garrison to preserve their arms, and to depart with their personal 
|)io|)erty ; but any stipulation from him was positively rejected, and Jes- 
wunt Rao Laar was informed in reply, that himself and the principal officers 
would be sent to their master, to be treated according to his pleasure, 
but that the troops must surrender their arms under no other assurance 
tliaii that of personal security for themselves and families. Even this' was 
made to depend on a knowledge of their conduct towards Appah Saib, who 
was still confidently believed to be in the fort ; and the most peremptory 
menaces of severe execution were denounced against the garrison, if it 
were discovered that they endeavoured to conceal him. To support this 
tone, the most active labours were carried on during the night. An ap- 
proach up the hill was commenced on the west side ; and on the morn- 
ing of the 8th all the breaching-batteries of both attacks re-opened with 
decisive perseverance ; but they received orders at eleven a. m. to cease 
tiring, in consequence of the terms offered having been accepted. This 
unconditional acquiescence in them was signified however by Jeswunt Rao 
Laar, in order that'hu might repair to Brigadier-general Doveton’s head- 
(|uarters, and exert his last endeavours to mitigate their inflexibility ; and 
"'hile he avowed his own readiness to submit to them, he declared his 


Negotiation.s tor 
a Capitulation, 


iipprchensions tlwt his power over the troops was insufficient to enable him 
to promise as much ou their part. The conference was immediately sus- 
pended on this declaration ; and Sir John Malcolm, who was present at it, 
was charged, in the Killedar’s presence, with the duty of receiving the sur- 
render of the fort in the manner directed, at six a . m. on the following morn- 
or in case of its refusal, or of any demur, to recommence hostilities. 
*^fders of preparation for the renewal of the fire on the east side, in this event. 
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were likewise issued; and the embrasures, every where, were put in a eom- 
plete state of repair. Jeswuut Hao Laar unwillingly re-ascended his hil|^ 
and took leave of Sir John Malcolm, in the lower fort, under assurances of 
the destruction of himself and garrison, should he fail of fulfilling fhe tejms 

which were the only means of escape left to him. . 

Surrender ( t These admonitions made the proper impression on his mihd ; for at four 

Ass«ighur. ^ ^ down a messenger to report that the garrison 

were preparing to descend. This communication was follotved, at fire 
o’clock, by a proposition, that the British flag should be sent up immedi- 
ately, and that the troops should surrender their arms in the petlahj which 
last suggestion probably arose out of an idea of there being less de^iadatioii 
in this necessity, after having evacuated the fort with arms in their hands. 
A union flag, protected by one hundred European and an equal number of 
Native infantry, was accordingly sent up, and erected on the western tower 
under a royal salute from all the batteries ; while the guard took possession 
of the upper gates. Thus was Asseerghur surrendered ; but the garrison 
did not descend till noon, when a square was formed of Sir John Malcolm s 
line, to ensure their submission. Brigadier-general Doveton likewise re- 
jiaired to the appointed position near the pdtali, and received there Jeswimt 
Rao and his principal officers, to whom he gave permission to letaiii theii 
arms. After this, they wore directed to bring forward their several parties 
ill succession; and their conduct was marked by the strictest order. Each 
party that entered the square, grounded ils matchlocks, and was pennittecl 
to retain articles of private property, shields and daggers, with the promise 
of a secure escort, and even of subsistence to those who were I'ound m need. 
But this was all conferred a.s a boon from the British Government ; and each 
body .sahnned in acknowledgment of the same, as it filed oft’ to make room 
for the succeeding party. In this manner, twelve hundred Mukranees, 
Arabs, and Sindees, passed through the square ; and the solemnity of the 
scene was acknowledged by all the spectators to be most impressive. IW 
garrison were followed by numerous women and children, whom they con 
sidered perfectly secure under the promise which had been> gratuitous y 
made to them ; for Appah Saib was certainly not in the fort when it surren- 
clered; and . it is still matter of doubt that he was ever admitted wi m 

gates. to no 

Loss of the The loss during the siege, on the part of the enemy, amoun . ^ 

niore than forty-three killed and ninety-five wounded : fonJhey foug 

of the British 

Forces 
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"'T ^ *n»^M^ V 1^' in theirVatUa, they were 

^ the retaining wall had 
beendestrom^Jba to ei; at the'same 

tune that, distance.' ha'd beedcom- 

pletely tycnty-two heavy guns, and 

twenty-slk ifio^ and i^ornmn^^j^mety, in the course Bf eleven days 
of open tren^es ; and the erdfihnce fe4«lipntent collected towards the end 
of the s.ege.-ex Jeded had, at any/ormer period, been brbighi to- 

gcther, m the Dedtanf^ith a British aVmy. Had” the whole force been 
assembled before the, - commencement of the siege, it would have been 
most suitably enumerated previous to thb detail of the operations; but 

as several parts of it arrived at different time^ and a considerable re- 

inforcement towards the codelusion of the siege, it has appeared nidre 
(onvenient here tQ sum -^p their amount. Including Scindiah's cBntin- 
geut, which joined the army from Malwah uttder- Captain Blacker, in time 
to be spectators of the fall of their master’s'fdrt. the force amounted to 
Horse Artillery, one Troop and a half. 

Native Cavalry, eight Squadrons. 

Foot Artillery, mcludinsr one 
Golandauze Company • T''® 

European Infantry, tjvo BattalionJ and a half. 

Native ditto, eleven Battalions and a half 
Sappers and Miners, 1 .... 

andK9neer9....J,‘‘'‘'^®"^^^ - 

Irregular Horse, Bye tliousand. 

The ordnance-tfain jpdnsisied ^I’ two twenty'-four pounders, twenty-two 
ciq Ueen-poupde^, tvVelv^ponnders (of which three were brass), 
-'xteen six-pgUn^eifli^. .{exclusive of fourteen horse-artillery and cavalry 

gallopers.) '■ ' / ^ 


OUT 


yMortai^s. ^ ij 
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The artillery was commanded by an officer of great experience, 
tenant-colonel Crosdill, C. B., and the senior engineer was Lieutehaint 
Coventry, of the Madras Establishment, whose skill rad merits were 
deservedly acknowledged throughout the siege. ,r " , 

The loss on the British side, compared with that of the '"enemy, w^s 
heavy, amounting to eleven European officers, four Native officers, and 
ninety- five European and two hundred and thirteen ^Native rmn-comnais- 
sioned rank and file killed and wounded. Nor is this number to be con- 
sidered disproportionate, either to the importance of the object, or,^to the 
operations by which it was accomplished. The eyas of all India'were 
turned on this siege, as the last effort of the Mahratta struggle ; and the 
Killedar was enabled, from the strength of his position, to contemplate the 
slow progress of the approaches, without having occasion to risk the safety 
of his garrison by the experiment of sallies. These had b6en attempted 
with but little success from the lower fort ; and the difficulty which will 
always attend a sally from a hill-fort, as well as the unprofitableness ol 
tlie first attempts, discouraged all further repetitions. As the batteries 
were brought nearer, they became more secure against the ordnance of 
the place ; but not against the small arn^s, the ffire of which from th*e 
walls caused the majority of the casualties on the British side. To have 
made this fire more destructive, some matchlockmen should have been 
posted behind rocks, and under cover, outside of the walls, with orders 
continually to shift their position, when occasion offered. But this plan 
would have been met by a counter-manoeuvre, that would probably have 
defeated it ; and the enemy would soon have apprehended. the insecurity 
of their return within the ^alls, particularly when the besieging-batteries 
should learn to act in concert with their own marksmen. These consider- 
ations, summary as they are, will serve to shew the difficulties of defending 
hill-forts, especially those unprovided with abundance of bomb-proof 
buildings. The inequalities of the interior surface, of which, generally, one 
or two parts command the remainder, joined to the ordinary rockiness o 
the soil, keep a shell in constant motion till it bursts ; .and the lower parts, 
which are most secure against shot, are, consequently^, most exposed to t e 


Vide Appendix. A. A. 



termination of the war. 427 

effects df bpmbardiBeni . Though tbe^ number of casualties, therefore 
actually produced br%shells,. may very few. %gaiTison suffers froin 
them ^ ha,t»!?sijig apd ^spiriting annoyance, to which,. the besiegers below 
them are in no vr,is& exposed, were eyen well-served mortars generally 
foundin.Indian forts, pn. the present occasion, an important deficiency 
onthe'p^rtof|bo%sieged, ,v^a9 the want of some small guns on service- 
able carries, tbafc-migljt be removed a»d depressed at pleasure, to bear 
on the advanced.batteries. Instead of these, tl»ey had a superabundance* 
of heavy guns, ' which were unmanageable in their hands. The Killedar, 

Jeswiint Rao Laar, with all his deficiency of means, was entirely dissatis- 
acd with the defence he had made; and expressed his fears 'of Scindiah's 
displeasure at his surrender. Sir John Malcolm, to whom these were 
addressed, acquiesced in his fears, though he argued from a different 
cause ; and the Laar rejoined, “ Yes, he will reproach me for having fought 
so ill with so fine a fort ! He will say, I ought to have died.” On Sir John 
asking him, il he had not an order from his Prince to deliver up the place 
to the British Army? he said, “ It may be the custom, among Europeans, 
to obey such mandates ; but, with Mahrattas, forts like that,” pointing to 
Asseerghur, “ are not given up on orders.” It subsequently proved, how- 
ever, that he had no real directions to surrender ; on the contrary, instruc- 
tions were discovered in the place, from Sciudiah. enjoining him to pay no 
attention whatever to any counter-orders he might receive, but to hold out 
as long as possible. , This duplicity, on the part of that Prince, formed the 
grounds of Lord Hastings’s resolution to retain possession of Asseerghur ; 
and the same was subsequently notified to Scindiah, with the production of 
his original instructions ; for it appears to have been a part of his Lordship’s 
conduct, to return to the right owner the occasional documents of hostile 
tendency to his government which fell into his possession. 

The fall of Asseel^hqr closes the military service of the'Mahratta cam- Sipata i m 
paign I of 1818-19, and thig Work;' and there remains little more to be 

* Vide Appendix. ; B. B. 

t In usirig the \Vo)pd leaThpaign liete, it will he understood as referring exclusively to the troojis 
employed in the destruc|jon„oftlie remnants of the Mahratta Confederacy ; for some other insulated 
took place at this periojdit^hich, however brilliant, do not directly belong to the object of 
work. Ihese weVe the Now^i an^ Kopauldroog, in the Nizam’s territory, by the 
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related, ..beyond the retur^of the troops to their established -cantoiypglJtg,^ 
and stations, which n^sy be disniisaed in a few words/ ^ . 

depends ob it for explanation. After, placing in Ai^^rgfiur a gai^sj^t,# 
six companies of the Madras European regiment, and tHe 2d baWalioh q/ 
the 13th regiment of Madras Native infantry^ Brigadier-genial i)ovet)>n was 
engaged for some days in arranging the separation of a fori, composed bf 
troops and ordnance of the three Presidencies, assembled neark:j.idf: the 
most' central* point of India. His Majesty’s Wth foot m<|^ed^^,ljin. 
mulneir, to join Colonel Huskisson's force, in Khand€sh,in the I2l;h; and ^ 
the Nagpoor train, with the flank companies of the Madras Eurpo|an regi- 
ment, and one company of the 1st battalion of the 1st regiment Sflfladras 
Native infantry, on the following morning took the opposite direction of 
Nagpoor, where they arrived on the 7th of May?.; On the 14th, Sir John 
Malcx)lm, after transferring to Brigadier-general Doveton the 3d Madras 
cavalry, and the 2d battalion of the Cth raiment of Madras Native in- 
fantry, commenced his return to Malwah, and arrived at Mbow on the 
20th, with a light escort, by the route of Metawal, Beekungaura;*,. and 
Mundleisnr, while Colonel Robert Scot, who rejoined a few days afterwards 
with one brigade, and the beavy guns and stores,^ nrnrcBod by Raveir and 
the Sumroal Ghat. Lieutenant colonel Griinstrut lilcewise, with the ,bfl- 
gade and battering-traih of the Nerbuddah Division, left Asseer on tlie 
14th of April, for Hoossingabad ; and Brigadier-general Watson, with the 
troops and guhs from Saughnr, followed next morning on the return to 
their proper stations, where they arrived on the 24th of April tmd 16th of 
May respectively. Brigadier-general Doveton moved at the sag^ -time 
south towards Jaulnah, detaching to Secunderabad the wing of bis^Majesty’s 


detachment and division commanded by Major Pitman andBrigadier-gpneral Priuler respdctix^jyj 
iiid th^ successful expedition from Bombay against Sawuiit-Warree, under the orders of thataCdve 
md enterprising officer, Sir William Grant Keir. As, however, they form part of the military opeM- 
dons of the British Army in India, a place is given to the official reports of the&?in t^App^ndix €.C. 
D. D. and K, E, ; in order that the mention of no service may be omitted until of Janus 

vas shut. Tifee same explanation applies to the reduction of Madooghpr, or Madoorajpo®**! 
[jieutcnantKJolonel Thompson’s detachment from the Reserve of “the Grand. 
i/'ide Appendix. F. F, ' ^ ‘ ^ 

♦ EUichapqor is nearest the center of gravity of the figure of IndigC^ 
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Royal Scots, whichrh^^eeri^^etW^ |jr-^ aervice. At Antoortee 

on the 21s^ o<l April, Jtti^V9feMlfii6<l W aiyisi(ta |bto 

one, consisting of the hWterin|j-tr^,, ^,fe6orted' by >6 2d battalion of the 
6th regiment, an(t th^ fid.bat|alion^of the 14th regiment of Native infantrv 
marched, under Colond Orosdill, by.lhe route of the,Neemghat, Mulka’ 

poot. tho with the 'remainder, he 

proceeded byEedakbSd^-Samroad, the Adjunta Ghat, and Nalnye, to Jaul- 
nah, wherehe arriyed,,<Mi the'§th of May. .. ,-! • i •, 

It will be «<; %?“>•« hteorial,,. to deecnbe the remote con- 

sequences ot the* enlai^ed 'pohcy and extensive measures of the IVl^rouis Hcsuu of 
of Hastings, in 1817, |8 hncl 19,, which, as far as military arrangements pemldh’' 
were concerned, have Been the subject of this memoir. Their immediate 
results fall legitimately under present consideration, which , may be in- 
dulged without speculating too far on future events. The dissolution of the 
Mahratta oonfederady is the most prominent of these ; and the little sensation 
manifested on the occasion ofBajee Rao’s pro^.ss through Rajapootanah 
and the Dooab, to the place of., his retirement, exhibited in a striking man- 
ner, the predominancy acquired by the British Government. His removal' 
irom the scene of hostilities claims, therefore, an inyaortant station ainong 
(he events of the war ; and a reference to the protracted struggle of the 
L.v-Rajah of Nagpoor, with but k contemptible portion of his means and 
importance, affords a demonstration, which was previously recognized by 
only a few persons *, of the policy of conferring on the Ex-Peishwah the 
liberal provision he now enjoys. V^ihile it is insufficient to enable^ him fo 
excite any further serious disturbances, if so disposed, it is abundant for 
the gratification of all his former domestic habits and pursuits. • He accord- 
ingly bathes daily in the Ganges, indulges in the highest living of a Brah- 
min, maintains three expensiv'c,rsets of dancing-girls, and is surrounded by 
low sycophants, without talents or respectability. If these habitsibe re- 
ceived as a proof of his relinquishment of the objects of fornjier ambition, 
the change will be |l|ppy for .bi|j^lf his submission, ^nd till he 

. . . 

' , V J , , 

These few, those best abk to judgeofadimportant a subject, and atnoogthem 

^’■6 the names of Sir David Ochterlony, Brigadier-generals Muriro and Doveton, /the Hon, 

^ Mr. Russellv^ani Mv. ; '’'I ' ' ‘ ^ 
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departed from ]^undis$oor, he pevei!,^eased to grasp at. every hopeof,being 
restored to Poooah, thougUhis power^^hould h© restricted to the gpfernmeat 
of that city. For this purpose Jie ;b'esieged Sir John Malcolm with appli- 
cations, through those in his confidence, in order to gain any asprrance or 
expression that should enable him to found on it a future- a'gnm^t-;,for tlie 
amelioration of his.Ihte. These being uniformly resisted, i'As a last resource, 
he begged to have an opportunity of speaking unreservedly, wj^hrmt being 
answered. Sir John consented to hear him, without promising acquiescence 
in this condition ; but as he apprehended, after listening*, without interrup- 
tion, that there was a danger of silence being misinterpreted into a favour- 
able omen, he found himself necessitated to add a distinct declaration of 
the hopelessness of bis return to the Deckan. Benares had been proposed 
as the place of bis residence j but, as he had a rooted aversion to it for that 
purpose, this point was not insisted on. He preferred Muttra; but as this 
was refused, in consideration of its being a frontier station, he selected the 
village of Betoor or Brimatwar, on the Ganges, near Kawnpoor, where he 
continues to reside. 

Though Dowlut Rao Scindiah appeared ostensibly in no hostile attitude, 
it has been seen that^he was not less coerced than the other. Mahratta 
Cliiefs. He was, in fact, compelled to avoid those measures, which must 
have ended in reducing his power like that of the others ; so that, notwith- 
standing the humiliation he early sobered, through the treaty he was con- 
strained to conclude, and the subsequent reduction of his favourite fortress, 
he stood comparatively higher as a Mahratta, than on any former occasion, 
all his rivals being reduced to a condition from which .he .had nothing left 
to fear. The districts wrested from him by the Pindarries were restored, 
while the loss of Asseerghur, in perpetuity, is the .princip.al. jojuty he has 

* The manner in which he unfoldeft his cherished hopes^ is so ^arac^ristic, tijat it appM" 
deserving of introduction here. “ 1 will^'* he said to" Sir John Malcolm^th relate pn event w ic i 
is drawn from the skaters of my tribe, and which occurred more than^e thousand 
He then related an allegory from Hindoo Mythology, in wlSgh an^ attendant ^ 

Brahma, after being condemned to the earth for gazing too- eafirly 

from her feeling of remorse at being the cauM of his. removal from HeaVen-^What ® 
feeling to the-fcpiale breast !) — married to thafGoddt^, an^aftera s^drt sojfnmww^-'” * * 
regions, r^tored, Ihrougli her influence, to his foj^ipSr ^celestial abode. 
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sustained; but since the close oftlte war, he has been humoured in every 
particular, through the moderate, and steady conduct of an officer*, in whose 
hands the most important mtefCsts will be ever safe. 

The reduced stSte of Holkur created no particular iWrest, after the Moi.ur, 
treaty of Mundissoor ; and an obscure attempt at setting up a false Mulhar 
feo was 8oSn crushed. • Comparative order followed the active operations 
which expelled the baftds of mercenaries, and crippled the power of the 
lawless freebooters of the West of Malwah ; and the establishrhent of British 
detachments in that quarter, seems calculated to maintain the present statd 
of things, unless the British controul shall be used by that Government, as 
the pretence and means for the oppression of the country. 

The Ex-Rajah of Nagpoor, after his narrow escape from the vicinity of 
Dhoolkoat, was ascertained to have entered Boorhaunpoor, and to have 
remained there several days, in a Brahmin’s house, while Brigadier-general 
Doveton's force was encamped in that vicinity. From hence he wa.s traced, 

111 the habit of a mendicant, to Hindia, near which he crossed the Nerbud- 
dah, and entered the jungles about Bhopal. An application to the Nuvraub 
to become his mediator, was unattended with the desired effect ; and after 
his departure from that hiding-place, no positive information of bis haunts 
or wanderings appears to have been received, though frequent reports 
have prevailed of his unexpected appearance in very different directions. 

The conduct of this Prince appears more infatuated than that of any of the 
icmaining hostile Chiefs; for he had no reasonable hope whatever of even 
temporary success, when, after his reinstatement in reduced power, he 
was again discovered in secret hostility against the British Government. 

His character is represented as weak and cowardly ; and his actions 
throughout this war corrobdrate the imputation. ' But he is not, therefore, 
necessarily devoid of the virtues of constancy and devotion to a cause, 
which he probably considered paramount to every other consideration, and 
to which he held himself bound, both by worldly and religious tie^. With 
a few exceptions^ none of the Prinqes of India can be expected, or supposed 
to bear an attachment of affection to the British Power. They cannot avoid 
considering its increase as the inevitable cause of their own ruin; and ail 


^ Vide Note to p. 219, 
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bat class who pursue public service, aiid einploymen<?^6f the' higher* iprada- 
iona of the state, must always eijcoun^e that feeling; This pe. 

;uliar to- the European .Gcwrenimen4; .for though the Mahonle^ail^-il^i'e 
equally conquerors, and did not laJways exercise the virtue ;of toleration, 
they governed the country through the means" Of all Casts indifferently ; and 
Hindoos were not only eligible, but oecttslonally sought for*in the highest 
offices of. state. A similar conduct is incompatible with the perncfanent 
system anS vifews of the British Goyernment, which^aims at its-feStablish- 
ment through means* independent of the occasional wisdom or folly of par- 
ticular rulers or official servants. Even with those Princfes who owe their 
elevation entirely to the exertions of the British Goverlunent, the causes 
already noticed must have an influence ; or if not with them, with^eir de- 
scendants. The Nuwaub Mahommud Alice was the first of these; and the 
history of the cabals in which his successors were engaged, 'is fiilly knowii. 
The Rajah of Mysore has had little opportunity of evincing^the ingratitude 
which will be natural to his successors ; and all those rulers who have been 
established, in room of relations who refused to subscribe to the terms on 
which a limited rule was at their option, can deem themselves inAio manner 
indebted for their elevation, which they may possibly be td'iTght to consider 
subsequently as having been purchased at the price of odium and disgrace. 
This sentiment was probably entertained by Appah Saib ; and in that case 
he has expiated his supposed fault, by preferring a life of misery and 
vicissitudes, to a pension of two lacs of rupees per annum,, offered by 
the British Government, while he was still invested in Patchmurree. 

Among those who especially benefited by the war dre ^ Rajapoot 
States ; and these have lost nothing, while they have.^nfe# cbnsiderably. 
They had long been oppressed by the Mahrattas, an4;tfiey are ftow in direct 
union with the British Government. Spme of them, mr^i^er, hayfe ac- 
quired additional territory, some a remission ofi tribute,; fevers, have re- 
gained lost possessions, . and all, an exemption from vexatious tyranny 


\ ' ■ it ’ ; 

* The attachment to a system C(f law and regulation in- a British (^«^n«n 
cned by die^private objects of the AuthorUies ^ home, 

vision for tl»e numerous relations and friends ^o aif destin^ to be, eP>pl®^ 

ration iiv One of the most desirable walks for men of lib#rah«ducation. , . 
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They tave generally been the rt.„„ch allies of tbe BriUsi Oo.ernment 
,hen they ha« had an opportunity of declaring their preference ( and U 
remains to be hop^ t^t they will nof change their sentiments 

Of the Nizam’s State little is ta.,besaid; for its condition, or govern- Ki.,.., 
ment. has been altered m no respect by the war. Its power was neutralized 
by antecedent events, and the active vigilance of the Resident; and the 
condition of the country continues as wretched as it was before Excep 
tions to this are'the districts which form iYi^jaghire and possessions of the 
Pitan Nuwaub of Ellichapoor, Sulabut Khan, who has acquired a claim on 
the consideration of the British, by his invariable attachment to their views 
He has accordingly received as his reward, some lands lately belonging to 
the Nagpoor and Poonab territories; and though stilP nominally a Jag- 
hiredar of the Nizam, he feels perfectly independent of his power, beyond 
the outward acknowledgements of subjection. 

Along the banks of the Nerbuddah. the Pindarries have been extirpated, T„eP,„<iu, 
and the occasional movement of British detachments in that quarter, main- 
tains the country clear of them. Those Chiefs who submitted within the 
period of tlie proclamation, received the means of living with respectability; 
and even the inferiors were supplied with the materials for gaining their 
livelihood by hpnest industry; Cheettoo, the remaining leader, who con- 
tinued Pindarry to the last, met a death not unsuitable to the deserts of his 
previous life. A few days after his narrow escape with Appah Saib from 
lieutenant-colonel Smith’s detachment, a party discovered in the jungle 
near Sutwass, whither he fled beyond the Nerbuddah, the head and remains 
ol a body destroyed by wild beasts, which was recognized to be that of the 
lainous Pindarry Chief. His adopted son, who was a prisoner in Sir .John 
i nlcolms camp, acknowledged its identity; and this melancholy fate was 
nrther corroborated by the discovery of his horse, and saddle-bag contain- 

“'1? several original papers, among which was Appah Saib's engagement 
"itli him. 

1 riinbuckjee Deinglia, the assassin of Gungadhur Shastree, the Guickwar Trimbuckjci 
, laving acted a part of much importance in the Deckan, and greatly 
jitnbuted by his counsels to precipitate a rupture between Ihe British 
^ernment and the Peishwah, was after Bajee Rao’s surrender 'a vagrant 
j ^ )ut Kliandesh, till the end of June 1818; when he fell into the hands of 
^^^enant §wanston^ who, with a party of the Poonah reformed horse, 

3 K. 
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.surprised him in the villaj^ of Ahur^aum, after a miiirch of fifty Tniles in six- 
teen hours. He was conveyed tojjBombay, there shipped oflf>'in March 
next year, for Calcutta, from whence he was conveyed to Chu'^¥ghur, to 
remain a prisoner for life. ' 

Having considered, generally, the consequences of the wai^^"^i;^Hh refer- 
ence to the Native States of India; its effects respecting the Biftisfa-.power 
will fofm the suitable conclusion of this Memoir. The augmentation of 
territory may be understood from what has been already related.; but in 
order to spare the reader the trouble of a reference to many parts of pre- 
vious Chapters, they will be collected into a single view, with siicli further 
explanations as shall appear requisite for the better comptehension of them. 
With regard to the actual revenue of these acquisitions, the author is with- 
out information ; nor did it form an object of special enquiry ; the’military 
and political importance of their position and extent being alone, immedi- 
ately, within the scope of the present consideration. 

With the conquest of the Poonah territory, the British dominion and 
possessions have been extended along the western coast * from the northern 
boundary of the small province of " Goa, to the mouths of the Taptee; and 
inland, to tlie long established western frontier of the Nizam, from the junc- 
tion of the Wurdah and Toombudra to the junction of the Wagoor and 
Taptee. Such places of Khandesh belonging to Holkur, as fell within these 
bounds, were ceded by him at the treaty of Mundissoor, which likewise 
transferred all the territory, south of the Sautpoora range of hills and the 
fort of Seindwah. This, connecting immediately with the British and 
Guickwar possessions on the western coast, it became of importance to 
render them as connected in themselves, and distinct from each other, as 
possible. The means in the British hands for this purpose, arose* out of the 
rights in Goozerat, derived from the subjugation of the ^eishwtih’s power, 
and the supply of a subsidiary force for the protection and maintenance oi 
the Guickwar state. Accordingly, a treaty concluded on -the 6t| ol 
November, 18l7, the Guickwar Rajah ceded to the British Government, in 
perpetuity, all the rights obtained from the perpetual *feinn‘ of Peish- 

( 

■,*, , — 

^ It is proper to notice here, that tliese boundaries inc)|Be some petty areeiih^'’ 

tributary or protected. ^ ^ 
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wall’s territories, subiect to th^ cjty p^Ahra&edabad, ^. secured by the treaty 
of Poonah, date4 iu thp previous. J un^ jCabd a|,pxchaflge was made of cer- 
tain British district3;ia.the. vicinity of Ba;:roda, f<w thp.Guickwar remaining 
share of the cityof Ahmedabad and some territory about Soorut.'and bor- 
dering on the Coigpany’s possessions.. Turning to the’pslward. 'from Nus- 
serabad. the tii^t’ oew acquisitiou i? the %t of Asseerghur,^ with a small 
and^from ^ence tKe ^connexion with the eastern cqast of 
tlie Peninsula, .and-with t^e previous British possessions under the Bengal 
Presidency, is fprraed by the Nagpoor Cessions commencing from Jilpy- 
Aunmeir. This consists of an irregular belt of .various breadth, from fifty 
to one hundred and fifty miles ; embraeing, in the first instance, both banks 
of the Taptee, and, subsequently, both banks of the Nerbuddah to its 
.>ouroc, from whence the districts of Sergoojah and Jushpoor connect with 
the British districts of Palamao and Chotah Nagpoor! To the northward, 
it joins Bundelcund and the Bhopal territory; , and to the southward, the 
reserved dominions of Nagpoor along the Mahadeo range of hills, and the 
territory ruled by the Nuwaub of Ellichapoor. By the foregoing acquisi- 
tions, with the exception of a tract, flirty-five miles broad, on each side of 
Asseer, there is an unbroken line of communication through British territory 
from Bombay to Calcutta, as there is likewise frdm Madras to Bombay. The 
former Mahratta war also having been attended with the similar advantage 
o( continuous dominion between Madras and Calcutta, the communication 
between the three Presidencies may now be considered as complete. 

The acquisition of, the Peishwah’s rights in Malwah, by the treaty of ■" 
hme 1817, conferred the means of forming a compact boundary to the 
British territory on that side, and of establishing a description of confede- 
ration with several petty States, of some political importance. The Nu- 
waub of Bhopal, in' return for his faithful exertions against the Pindarries, 
and for his engagement to supply a respectable corps of troops whep re- 
quired, receive^ five Districts situated on his western frontier, which had 
liceii ceded by the Peishwah. The Rajahs of Dutteah, Jhansee, and Simp- 
Aur, likewise profited, ,by being confirmed in the terr^ory they held, for 
the obligation of supplying a quota of troops when required by the British 
Government. Nor was this species of alliance confinf^ to the eastern 
frontiers of Malwah. It also extended along its northern and western 
boundaries, in pursuance of .the policy held in view, during the negotiation 
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of the treaties with all the Mahratta Powers, of making the rchtiqui^hment 
of claims for tribute on the Rajapoot States, except through the medium of 
the British Government, an indispensable article of every agreement. The 
accomplishment of this important object, was accordingly follo^i^ed by 
treaties with the several States of Karaollee, Jypoor, Boondee IBjshenghur, 
Jondpoor, Kotah, Oodeipoor, Dungarpoor, Banswarra, and Dhar; which 
separately entered into engagements of subordinate alliance with the Britisli 
Government, for the guarantee of their respective dominions against all 
enemies w'hatever. The material conditions on their part are found m all 
of these alliances. They relate to an acknowledgment of the supremacy of 
the British Government, a renunciation of all communication with fpreign 
States, an acquiescence in British arbitration on all the points of difference 
with their neighbours, and an engagement to supply, according to their re- 
spective means, a certain contingent of troops. 

From what has been premised, it will be seen that the several Mahratta 
States and the Nizam’s dominions are, in a considerable measure, encom- 
passed by the British territories; and when these fail, that the. deficiency 
is supplied by the petty States acknowledging British supremacy. Thus 
the Nagpoor and Ilydrabad territories, taken collectively, are entirely sur- 
rounded by the British possessions ; Scindiah and Holkur by the British 
territory and petty States, in about equal proportions ; and Goozerat in the 
same manner, and by the sea, which is no less a part of the British domi- 
nion. In order to maintain this order of things, several respectable corps, 
complete with artillery, are distributed through this extensive 
menl, under orders from the Supreme Government through its Political 
Agents. Commencing from the great stations in the Dooab, at Ajemeer f is 
one corps, another at Neemuj, and a third at Mhow, all supplied by the 


• The Guickwar Contingent, and Poonah Division, and Malleygaum force are under the Bom- 
bay Government. 

t The original position proposed for this force wasjonjt Ramporrah; but when 
to be ceded by Scindiah, its superiority as a position was immediately acbncwledgvd. bir 
Ocbterlony’s division accordingly marched under Lieutenant-colonel Knox,; on the ^Ot i 
towards that place which remained in the possesion of Bapoo Scindiah, an officer iu jec 
Maharaj. The force arrived there on the 1st of July ; but owing to the mutinous state o t 
risen, who were in long arrears of pay, possession was not obtained till the followmg 
after the demonstration of a battery. 
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Bengal army. - are suefceeded by {he Goozerat subsidiary force, tlie 
field-force at Malleipgaum, and the Poonah division, furnished principally 
by the Bombay army. The circle' i^ continued by the field-force in the 
southern Mahrafta country, the Hydrabad and Nagpoor subsidiaries, com- 
posed of Madras troops; and the detachments from the Bengal establish- 
ment, forming the Nerbuddah and Saughur divisions, from whence the 
cordon terminates in Bundelcund. Though, in this general outline, the 
minor dispositions dependant thereon are not particularized, it will be suffi- 
ci(?nt to exhibit the powerful command of position in the hands of the 
British Government; and to shew how small the chance of a future hostile 
combination, while the spirit shall be pursued of those measures which has 
dissolved the last. '■ 

Any observation respecting the efficacy of maintaining, in a constant Cc„s,dora.,un. 
.tatc of equipment and efficiency, the corps which have been enumerated, porL^'a.'"'' 
must be trite and unnecessary. It may, however, be remarked, that thus 
alone can the troops, composing the Army in India, be formed for service, 
their liabits of home being quite forsaken, and the luxuries and indolence 
of long established stations in the interior forgotten. Their discipline and 
mana‘U\re, which is shaken by their constant separation for internal ser- 
\ice, as guards and escorts, 'must depend on the frontier stations for re- 
newal, and the officers, as well as men, will there alone be necessitated to 
entertain military sentiments, and to reflect on their profession. But if the 
^ ice of the Indian troops beyond the frontier is thus necessary, their 
; seasonable relief is not less so, on many accounts. Among the most im- 
portant of these, is the expediency of preventing the alternative of their 
becoming either disgusted with a long exile from home, or of their losing 
j the lie which binds them to their family residence within the British terri- 
: tory, and, with that feeling, the chief security for their fidelity. The ac- 
complishment of this (fesirable object evidently depends on the maintenance 
cl the army in sufficient strength to admit of a certain number of corps 
, being in constant motion, on a line of relief varying from four hundred to 
[ cue thousand* mifes ; and however unpopular, on the score of expense, a 


a il battalion of the 10th Madras Native infantry, is now on a march of eight hundred 

^ixty one miles from Nagpoor to its native station. 
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discussion of this subject may appear, its importance^ it iS to be presuia^, 
will not leave it withopt consideration. .To press it here, wohld probably 
excite the ready suspicion of a military writer’s partiality to hig^^n pro- 
fession, which would lessen the efiect of his reasoning ; and the same 
sentiment might possibly attach to, any discussion respecting the diversion 
of the funds necessary for the augmentation of a pomipanding. maitary 
force, into channels of less probable importance. Yet the,, Natives of 
India are accustomed to be governed by the sword; they, comprehend that 
species of rule, and it is not saying too much, however apparently, para- 
doxical, to assert, that they prefer it. If the results of those experiments 
which have been made, shew that a complicated Judicial establishment 
renders less necessary a large military force, or that there is the smallest 
evidence of the prosperity or happiness of the subject having thus been 
increased, it may be hoped that it will be continued. It may also be 
fairly expected, that what further information shall be acquired will excite 
a proportionate attention in those whose situation is calculated to permit 
the exercise of a judgment, more impartial than may be expected either 
from the class which profit by it, or from that which, by its extensive 
introduction, has suffered in importance. , The system, or rather absence of 
system, which preceded the present order of things, decidedly required 
amendment; and, in some respects, improvement has followed: what, 
however, is good in a certain degree, is necessarily bad in the extreme, to 
which most innovations have a tendency. A new kingdom has been con- 
quered, aird is therefore to be governed; and the opportunity appears fa- 
vourable for ascertaining, by the adoption of a system consonant with the 
better feelings and habits of those to be ruled, whether this consideration, 
or its neglect, shall prove most profitable. 

Nothing has been advanced here, which can authorize the imputation o 
a desire to”view the Civil power in a subordinate relation. A| a Britis 
subject, the author disclaims the sentipient ; but, ardently devote M 
the prosperity of the British Government of India, and to ° 

its subjects, he wishes to see its means ativantageously applied, o e ^ 
judge of this important question in politics caff be desired, or 
than the Nobleman, under whose auspices the Indian;Empire haft a ai 
its present shape and posture. The language of panegyric has een s 
ingly used hitherto ; and the same motives Which have opposed its pre 
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' . ' , « 

admissioni preyafl, infSfbiddjtig^the gratificatioii of private feelings, oti the 
present occasion. The Martjuis bf HhlthigA^^cogilized the wisdom of, the 
Marquis of Wellesleys- j^'olicy,- and-lnost ubly^'pnrsuedUitK wheh the ene- 
mies of the ’Bntislv Govferhineht, by, their conduct. -placed its measures 
legitimately in- his power. ^'-iPh^y have been skilfully and successfully exe- 
cuted; but will require the vigilant protection of a force undiminished, and 
of enlightened rulers. In this respect has the. India Government, enjoyed 
its full share of favour, ^and it has -ample reason to expect a continuance 
of this boon from a Country wherein rank is but a secondary recommenda- 
tion, and^the existence bf talent and virtue among nobility, however happily 
exemplified b/ the Marquis of Hastings, is by no means confined to tlie 
instance of his Lordship. 
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A. (p, 69.) 

(!i;niiN of Killed, Wounded, and Missino, of the Poonah BnioADu, com- 
niiivided liy Lieutenant-colonel C. B. Bunn, in the Action with the Bnemy near 
Poonah, on the oth of November 1817. 
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Lieutenants. 

‘ 15 
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/£ 
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1 

n 

z 
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i 

Bheasties. 

Privates. | 

Privates. 
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1 
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1 
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1 

1 

1 

16 

1 

1 

3 

4 

- 

2 

1 

53 1 
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Name of the Officer Wounded^ severely in the shoulder — Lieutenant Falconar. 

(Signed) J. Hallifax, 

Major of Brigade. 
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Return of Casualties iif tW.^orce under the Command oT Brigadlj^gdneral L’fesEi 
Smitu, C. B.‘oh.ti]kllth, l^thi, and 16th of November 1817.5;^ 

■ , ■■ ' " ’■ ; ‘ v" ■ 

. ' Camp, near Foonahi 171h of .]^^t)Vcmber I 8 I 7 ? 
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Total , - - 

15 

1 

1 

1 I 

3 

60 

2 

i 


V 

'7 

- 

^2 


Names of Officers Wounded, ^ 

lull November, Lieutenant* Spiller, y3d, attached to Auxiliarj^ 

16th November, Captain Preston,, B. E* Regiment, severely. . " 

(Signed) ^ \ ^ 
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RETuni^f' Killed, WousftED, aiid Missing, in the Action on the i^Sth and 27th 

' ' . of November 1817, at Nagpoob; ' / . 
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, ,, ‘A Ironies of^ttie KiHeJ an^ ffomclcd. 

KiLLfii, Lieutenant Clari:e, 1st Battalion '20th Regiment N. I.;, Captain Sadler and Lieute- 
nant & Adjutant Grant; Ist BattaLon 24t^ Regimen| N. 1.; Mr. Assistant-surgeon Niv^en, 

WouNDED---seWly, Lieutenant R.^^. Si^^ and Lieutenant & Adjutant Hearscy, Detach- 
ment (ith Uegimcnt Bengal Ci^alry-^-alightly, Lieutenant Maxwell, Detachment of Foot Artil- 
mry-r-slightly, Major Mackenzie, 1st Battalion 20tli Regiment N. L— severely, Captain Pew, Ditto 

Dun, 'Mto ditto— severely, Captain Charlesworth, and Lieutenant 
I nnillicr,. 1st Battalion ^4th Regitn^t N, L — severely, Captain Lloyd, Resident's Escort— i^lightly, 
Captain Rohistm, and severely,. TCaptain and Adjutant Bayley, Major Jenkins’s BaWahon. 

' ' ' (Signed) H. S.' Scott, Lieutenant-colonel. 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

-■ 

- 


Scot’s \ 1st Battalion 11th Regiment N. I 

- 

- 

- ■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

^ ( Detachment Artillery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

/ Siippc'rs and Miners 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


_ 

V One Company 2d Batt. 24*111 Reg. N. I. . 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

' I'n. Cfjmmanded by Lieutenant-colonel Crosdill . . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

- 

- 1 

llorM*. mi(l(M Captain Pedlar 


- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

^ j 

Total, 


- 


* 

- 

- 


- 

- 

• 

- 

- 

II 


, NC B. The rfqrse of Lieutenant Hornec, Adj 
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,siilllitEiiii,B,WmiNm.:D, and Missing, ill Ik 1st and'3il Divisions of. iIicAbmv of tlieDECKAN, under the petsoniJ Coniiiian(l«fir D II i' . i i «' t ii n , r. 

dm Amv Ilf ik fl«.l-in Sm i,- m ii, a t' t .1, oi . ■ , . a in, , Erfraty Dcntenant-jeneral Isit Xiiomas IIiswi', Dart, CcninwidcHii-C iiel of 

l-'rni) of ,k DaU, Ac,. a. in tk Action, f Ik 21st instant, i« they, llaje of 

Head-quiirtcrs of the Army iif the Dickan, Camp, Mchulpoiir, wd Dceeniltei, ihi;, 


coriPs, 


iiuiii! Ilfn'lM't-Ti'oi)|i 

(S(|iiii(lr(iii II, Dragoons 

I ilillligiiiipnt Light Cavalry . . . 

,, , (Idi l{(’giiiipiit Light Cavalry . , , 

' Itiili ditto ditto 

'i‘:ilfi'iiii(iit Light Cavalry 

j ililli' Corps 

lliitiilioii fid llegiinnit, or P.L.I. 
I ditto Kith ditto orT.L. L 



14th ditto N. I. 
IfilBiittidiiiiitlth lif'gimnitN, I, , , . 

lHiii'V'll llrigailt' in irgnlar service of the Nizi 
■'il'ft’iiimiilinigal Native Infantry . . 
fwiflTS , 


*1 lliirse 

'‘'I' 'iiiii Qiiarteriiuster-gi'neral 's DepartnieiU 

Personal iStalf 

Total' . 


Kiu.cd. . 


3 1 


13,1 


Oilictrs 
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Horses. 
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98 



til 

74 



50 

27 

70 
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ofth Officm KUkdand Woumkd in th Action of the 21s< oftjecemlee lftl 7 

^^ktdpoor, with the Army of Mulhar Rao Uolkur. 


Hi or 


His Afajesty’s Royal Scots 
Madras European "Regiment 
1st Battalion Sd Regiment 


KlDfiED. 


Lieutenant Donald Macleod. 
Lieutenant Charles Coleman. 
Lientcnant Glen. 


Hurse Artillery 
Ditto \ ^ 

Ditto 

His Majesty’s Royal Scots 
Ditto .... 

Madras European Regiment 
III lie Corps 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto .... 

Dt Battalion 3d Regiment, or P. L. I, 
Ditto 

Ditto .... 

2(1 Battalion (ith Regiment N. I, 

Ditto 

Isi Battalion 14tli Regiment N. I. 

2(1 Battalion 14th Regiment N. I. 

Battalion Kith Regiment N. 1. 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

DiiU) .... 

Attaclud to the Russell Brigade* 
Adjiitant-GeiKTal’s Department 
Quartc rniaster-Generars Department . 
CiiTiiiiander-in-Chief ’s Personal Staff . 
llrii^ade-Major 

Ditto ..,*** 

Ditto . ^ * . * * 

Ditto . ' * ' * 


WOUNDED. 

. Lieutenant' Gamage 
• ^‘eutenunt F. Worker Noble . 

' Lroop Quartermaster Griffin 
. Lieutenant John IVPGregor 
. Lieutenant C, Campbell . 

. Lieufcnant and Acting Adjt. Haiicome 
■ Capt^n Norton ... 
Lieutenant agd Adjutant Gwynne 
Lieutenant Shanahan 
Lieutenant Drake 

Lieutenant Eastment . ! . 

Lieutenant Calder ... * 

Ensign Gem ... 

Ensign Agnew • . . 

Lieutenant Jones • ♦ ! . 

Captain Jiieutcnant Agnew 
Licmtenant Clemons 
Lieutenant and Adjutant M‘Maistcr 
Lieutenant Mathias . . . ’ 

Captain W. Brown . ’ , 

Lieutenant M ‘In tosh . , ’ 

Major Bowen • . . 

Captain Cuftley 

Lieutenant and Adjutant Macglashaid 
Lieutenant M‘Into 3 h 
Lieutenant Palmer .... 
Surgeon Stephenson 
Lieut. Kennedy, H. M. 86th Regiment 
Lieutenant O'Brien .... 
Lieutenant Gihbings 
Lieutenant Elliot .... 
Capt. Evans, Acting Major Bde. Lt. B. 
Capt. Hunter, 2d Infantry Brigade 
Lieut. Tocker, Acting M. B. R. B. 
Lieut. Lyon, 2d Cavalry Brigade 


slightly. 

Ditto. 

Severely. 

Slightly. 

Severely. 

Do. (since dead) 
Ditto. 

Dangerously. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Severely. 

Ditto. 

Dangerously. 

Slightly. 

Dangerously. 

Slightly. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Dangerously. 

Sllglilly. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Severely. 

Slightly. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Severely. 

Slightly. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Severely. 


(Signed) 


T. H. 8 . Conway, 

Adjutant-General of the Army of the Deckan. 
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1 


Memorandum of the Organization of the Divisions of the Ah my of the Deckaj^^ 
under the personal Command of His Excellency Lieutenant Sir Thomas ^i^lo^, Bart. 
Commander-in-C hief, &c. See. Scc. on the 21st December, 1817. 


(P. 1490 


^ Ten G\m», Madras Hforse ArtilWry . . . 

Li^ht Horse Ar- j Galloper Guns, 3d Regiment Cavalry 
tillcry Brigade 1 Galloper Guns, 8th Regiment Cavalry 

V Rocket 'I'roop ...... 

/ One Squadron H. M. 22d L. D. under Captain Vernon 
1 stCavalry Brigade < 3d Regiment Madras Light Cavalry, under Lieut. Club- 


ley 

4th Regiment Madras Light Cavalry, under Lieutenant 


i^l Cavalry Brigade s Reginient Madras Light Cavalry, under Captai: 

L Martin . ' 

r Madras Artillery, one Company, under Lieut. Bennett 
Russell Brigade Artillery, in the regular Service of 
C II. H. the Nizam, under Lieut. Sotheby 

/ Madras Rifle Corps, commanded by Major Snow 
\ 1st Battalion 3d M. Regiment, or Palamcottah Light In- 
' fantry, under Major Knowles 

* J 1st Battalion IGth M. Regiment, or Trichinopoly Light 
V Infantry, under Captain Cidfley 

"Flank Companies II. M. Royal Scots, under Captaii 
I Hulmo ....... 

Madras European Regimeut, under Major Andrews 
) 1st Battalion 14tli Madrp N. I, under Major Smith 
^2d Battalion 14th Madras N. I. under Major Ives 

2d Battalion Gth Regiment Madras Native Infantry,, 
i under Major Moodie . . . 

’(1 Brigade of In- I „ n • i • C I Battalion under"^ - ^ 

tanti y of Liuc < Hussoll m the I ^ / | j; -f 

f 24 Battalion 

C H. H. the Nizam, ^ j 3 O ® cS ^ 

Madrius Pioneers . Three Companies under Command of Captain M‘Craitli. 

Mysore Silladar f Commanded by Captain James Grant, 

Horse . . ,l ,5th Regiment M. Light Cay^ry. 


Artillery 


Light Infantry Bri- 
gade . . . 


1st Brigade of In- 
fantry of the" 
Line . . 


"ACapi 


tain Rudyard, 
Madras Horse 
Artillery, com- 
manding. 

t Lieut. ^Col. Bus- 
[ . selhSdRegt.Ca- 

valry, Brigadier. 

Major Lushington, 
4thRegimentCa- 
valry, Brigadier. ' 

Major Noble, C.B. 
Horse Artillery, 
commanding. 


Major Bowen, 16th 
> Light Infantry, 
1 Brigadier. 


Lieut.-Colonrl R. 
Scott, Madras 
European Regi- 
ment, Brigadier. 

I Lieut. -Colonel A. 
M‘Dowcll, Oth 
Rcgt. Madra'; 
Native Infantry, 
Brigadier. 


5 


(Signed) • T. Cokwav', Adjutant-General. 


Ailjutflnt-Generars Oflice, Camp at Mchidpoor, 
23d December, 1817. 
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H. 1. (p. 177.) 


CasiTalties in the Division under the Command of Brigadier-general 
Smith, C. B., from the 22d of November to the 8th of December, 1817. 


Camp, Punderpoor, 8th December, 1817. 


1 

eoRixi. 

Killed. 

Wounded. ‘ 

Miss- 

ing. 

Troopers. 

1 

ijn 

Horses. 

Farriers. 

Troopers. 

Lascars. 

Silladars. 

Horses. 

November, Auxiliary Horse 

- 



- 



4 


|J7tli ditto ditto 

- 

o 

- 

- 

_ 


4 

4 

ditto Horse Artillery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

/ifli December, Madras Artillery 

- 

- 


. 

.. 

1 



! A uxiliai-y Horse 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 


4 


; ?th ditto Horse Artillery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


1 

I ^d Madras Cavalry . . , . 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 




1 Auxiliary Horse 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

-S 

_ 

Hth ditto ditto 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

! 

1 

- 

Total . . 

1 

2 

,0 

1 

1 

1 

1 Ui 

0 


(Signed) t 


H. Tovey, 

Deputy Adjutant-general. 


3 M 
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H. 2. (p. Idl.) 


Rkturn of Casualties in the Division under the Command of Brigadier*general 
Smith, C. B., from the 23d to th^ 29th of January, 1818. 

’^7 . ' r 

/ -i/ 

QiBf^lip at Lonud, 3l8t Jauujjry, 1818 . 


;^Gth 


24tli ditto 

f 


to 


January^ 2d Madras Cavalry .... 

Light Battalion 

H. M. G5th . 

1st Battalion 2d Native lidantry 
Light Battalion . . . . . 

Horse Artillery 

2d Madras Cavalry . . . .. 

11. M. G5lh 

[jight Battalion 

27th Horse Artillery 

f H. M. C5th • 

1st Battalion 2d Native Infantry 
29th ditto H. M, 6r)th 


Total . . 



Wounded. 


Missing 




Folio 

wets. 





. 


- 

- 

i 

i 

. 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

’ ^ i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 1 

- 

- 



- 

1 

- 

- t 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 


1 

1 


- 

2 

- 

- 

- 1 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

8 

- 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

' _ 1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 


- 

2 

- 

- 


- 

- 

* 

- 

\ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

1 

17 

2 

1 

1 

i 1 

2 



(Signed) 

Officer Wounded . 

Lnsign Newhouse, H. M. r»5th, slightly. 

N. B, The wounds all slight, and the parties in the ranks, 
except two Sepoys badly wounded with rockets. 


H. Tovey, 

Deputy Adjutant-general. 
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I. Cp. 183.) 


To Lieutenant-colonel Fitzsimon, commanding, &c. Serroor. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to report, that in confonnity to your instructions, I 
marched from Serroor at half-past eight p. m. on the 31st of December, in command 
of the following detachment : the 2d battalion of the 1st regiment, about five hundred, 
tv^o six-pounders, and about two hundred and fifty auxiliary horse under LieuteuHut 
SvAaiiston. Having proceeded on my way towards Poonah, as far as Koreigaum, by 
ten A.M. on the 1st of January, my further progress arrested by the appearance 
(according to information then obtained) of the Peishwah with a very large army, sup- 
posed to be about twenty thousand horse, and eight thousand infantry, with two heavy 
I'uns ; the whole formed on the opposite side of the river Beemah ready to attack us. I 
continued my march ihTtil 1 reached the village of Koreigaum, in which I determined to 
miikc a stand ; and accordingly took post, selecting commanduig situations for the two 
i;uiis. The enemy, perceiving my intention, sent three diflcreiit bodies of Arabs, con- 
hhting of about one thousand each, under cover of their guns, and supported by large 
bodies of liorse, for tlie same purpose ; and I am sorry to say, from their superior infor- 
luiitioii of the nature of the village, succeeded in getting hold of its strongest post ; and 
fioMi which I was unable to dislodge them during the day. We continued incessantly 
engaged till nine p. m. when we finally repulsed them. At day-break on tlie morning 
of the 2<1, wo took possession of the post the enemy had occupied the day before, but 
ilicy (lid not attempt to molest us. On the evening of the 2d, despairing of being able 
lo make ray vvay good to Poonah, and my men having been forty-eight hours without’ 
food, and no prospect of procuring any in the deserted village we had taken post in, 1 
(Ictenuined upon the attempt to retreat ; and having collected the whole of the wounded, 
^coined the two guns and one tumbril for moving, 1 commenced my retreat at seven 
r. M. lj(Mng under the necessity of destroying one; empty tumbril, and leaving the 
eiiuipufre. Under this ex^Jtnation, 1 trust 1 shall he deemed justified in the steps 
1 have taken. Our loss has been heavy indeed, but not more so than might have been 
f'^peclcd in a struggle like this; and is as follows : 

Killed . . Lieutenant Chisholm, Artillery. 

Assistant-Surgeon Wingate, 2d Batt. 1st Reg. 

Wounded, Lieutenant Patterson .... 2d Batt. 1st Reg. dangerously, 

Lieutenant Connellan ^ dangerously. 

Lieutenant Swanston ) 
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50 men killed, 2d Battalion 1st Regiment. 

12 men killed. Artillery. 

62 killed. Auxiliary Horse, not included. 

124 

105 men wounded, 2d Battalion ist Regiment. 

8 men ditto Artillery. 

113 wounded. 

1’otiil, 175 men, Auxiliary Horse not included. 

• . 

In concluding this Report, I beg’ to assure you that it is utterly impossible for me 

to do justice to the merits and exertions of the European officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and privates, that I had the .honour and good fortune to command on this trying 
occasion. I have &cc. &c. 

(Signed) R. F. Staunton, 

Serroor, 2d .Tanuar)’, 1818. Capt. IstN.I. 


K. (p. 210.) 

Return of Casuai.ties in the Detachment commanded by- Major-general Thomas 
‘ Brown, at the Assault of Jaw ud, and Capture of Jeswuni Rao Bhao's Caiitp 
and Guns, on the 29th of January 1818. 



Rilled. 1 


Wounded. 


Mtsiinfi;. j 

CORES. 

X) 

c 



x 

X 

S ^ 


, 


(U 

Pi 

i 

o 

X 

fc 

c 

w 

> 

n: 

M X 

Pi 

•iJ 

O 

o 

European Horse Artillery 

1 

1 

- 

- 

4 

1 

1 

Native Horse Artillery 

;3d Regiment Native Cavahy 

1 

- 

- 


4 


1 

o 

- 


S 

3 

" ! 

4 til ditto ditto 


() 

- 

1 

1 

7 

1 

i 

2d Koliillal) Cavalry 


1 

- 

- 

't j 

4 

1 

1st Battalion 1st Uegiment Native Infantry . . . 

2 ' 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 1 

i 


- 

- 

- 


.5 

■ 

1 

Dromedary Corps 

- 

- 

1 

- 

” 




Total .... 


1 10 

1 

1 

3\ 

[) 

' * 


OJicer 

Ensign J. W. Patton, (commanding Dromedary (Signed) Thom vs Prown, 

Corps) severely, not dangerously. Major-general. 

(Signed) Edward W. Beatson, 

D. A. A. General. 
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L. (p.232.) 

Return of Killed 'and Wounded in the First Division of the Army of the Deckan, 
under the personal command of His Excellent ^ Lieutenant-general Sir Thomas 
Hi SLOP, Bart. Coramander-in-Chief, &c. &c. &c. in the Operations against tlie 
Fort of Tai.neiu, on the 27th of Februaiy 1818. ^ • 


Head-quarters of the Army of the Dcc kah. 
CampjiearTalneir, 28 lh Feb, 1818 . 


‘ 

B 

Kifed. 

Wounded. 

• 






'A 





o 




u 

lx, 


CORPS. 

1" 

O 

* -xs 
c: 
a 


{ 

O 

"O 

g 



n 

E 

O 

u 

•3 

(TJ 

OC 

Total 

1 

6 

% 

c 

£ 

Total. 

IIoisc-Artillery and Rocket Troop ..... 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 


o 

o 

liUgineers 

- 

- 


- 

1 

- 

- 

J 

I'laiik Companies H. M. Royal Scots .... 

o 

1 



1 

- 

;3 

1- 

I’lauk Companies Madras European Regiment . 

1 Hifl(‘ Cor})s 

" 

■* 

__ 

. 

- 

" 

i 

- 

1 

4 

> 

t’ 

1st Battalion 2d Regiment N. 1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 


- 

? 

1st ditto Kith ditto, or Trichinopoly L, 1. . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


o 

2 

1 1st Battalion of Pioneers 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


1 

1 

1 Adjutant-generars Department 

- 

- 


- 

1 


- 

1 

J)(’]mty Adjutant-general 11 . M. Forces . . . 

- 

" 

. - 

- 

1 


- 

1^ 

Total . . . 

2 

2 


7 

.5 

- 

Id 

18 


t 


, Names of Officers Killed and JFonndcd.'^ 

Kdkd. 

Major (Gordon, H. M. Royal Scots. 

Captain Mac Gregor, ditto. 

IVounded^ 

hioutcnant-coloncl Mac Gregor Murray, Deputy Adjutant-general H. M. Forces, severely. 
Lieutenant Mac Gregor, II. M. Royal Scots, severely. i. 

Captain 11. O’Brien, Assi.stant Adjutant-general, severely, 

Lnutenant Anderson, Engineers, severely. 

Liisign Chauvel, 1st Battalion 2d Regiment N. I. severely. 


(Signed) 


T. H. S. Conway, 

Adjutant-general of the Army of the Deckan. 
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M. (p. 248.)' ‘ 

Retuun of Wounded on the 13th and 14th of March, belonging to the Field Force 
under Lieutenant-colonel Protheh, at the Siege of Koaeee. 


rORFS. 

c 

c 

« 

. a 

s 

u 

& 

e 

•o 

cd 

X 

1 

I 

o 


§ 

e . 

rt 

ce. 

1 

t) 

SQ 

X 

1 

d 

x: 

QQ 

i 

Total. / 

En^iuct'r.s 

H's Majesty’s 47th Regiment . , . . 

Ditto ()5th ditto 

Ditto 8 f) til ditto 


1 

- 

- 

; 

- ^ 

1 

.5 

- 

- 

i 

1 

2d Gr(‘uadiev Battalion 



. j 

- 



1 



1 

•^id Battalion 4th Regiment .... 

1st ditto .'5th ditto 



- 


- 

- 

1 

- 


T 

.'id ditto (jtli ditto 

1st ditto 9tliiliftto 

Followers *. . . . 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 


1 

0 

Total . , . . . 


‘ 1 

- 

- 


- 

1 

i ~ 

I - 

12 


Killed, 


Drummer, II. M. 81 )tli Regiment. ' (Signed) frEoiiur Moorf, 

Offivte Wounded, Major of Brigade. 

Lieutenant Komon, Fvnginecrs, sliglitly. 


N. (p. 253.) . 

TR/WNSLATION, 

> Dated from Pcempulnair, in the Per^iinnah 

of Kurkum, wist February, iptH. 

Yesterday morning, after the Peishwah had bathed and was eating, the English 
cavalry arrived, with, an intention of seizing him, but he fortunately escaped. The Satara 
Rajah, with his mother and two brothers, fell into the hands of the enemy. Tents, 
elephants, colours, nagarrahs, pillankeens, and elephants laden with jewels and treasure, 
and the palankeens of Nur-Narrain, were all lost. We intended to march upon Trim- 
boorna, and had sent oft part of our baggage in that direction ; but when the alarm took 
place, the route was altered to Pureinda, near which place we encamped. Grain and grass 
were given to the horses, and it w as intended to move on ; how^ever, as 1 had lost every 
thing, 1 quilted the army, and came to this place on my way to Merritch. Our loss has 
been BO great, that not even a cooking-pot remains with us. We had no information; 
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which was the cause of our misfortune ; but some say treachery must have existed, 
aokla, with a part of the troops, went out to meet the enemy; and if the others of the 
army had charged with equal spirit, such a defeat could never have occurred. The 
English, in gaining possession of Maharaj (Rajah of Satara), have accomplished all tlieir 
wishes. Where the Peishwah’s army is going, is knbwn only to themselves. 

The Peishwah, on the first alarm, mounted, and rode two coss at full speed. 

The elephants belonging to the Alkote Rajah, carrying the colour and nagarrah, were 
taken, as were the whole of Nepaunhur’s. 

Some say Gokla is wounded f others, that he is killed. • 


Dated Peempulnair, in the Pcrgunnah of Kurkuni, 

2 1 St February. 

By B e Jasood, 1 wrote to you at Chinchunee, which you will have received. 

Yesterday morning, about nine o'clock, the English came from Amkluch to Aslitee, 
where the army was halting. Our men were eating, when the first report of their being 

within half a coss reached us. In the confusion which followed. A- m came and 

gave me more certain information. The army moved ofi‘; and when the guns opemd 
upon us, the flight became general : Bajee Bao went from right to left, not knowing how 
to act; tin; wliule of liis family were on horseback. The Satara Rajah, with his mother 
and two brothers, were also on horseback ; but finding escape impossible,- dismounted, 
and, as the enemy were fast approacdiing, sat clown until their arrival ; when th^y were 
sarrounded aiul tiarried off. The edephant, carrying the standard, of the empire, was 

n ; the flag duly W'as saved, by being put in chafge of a horseman. Five elephants 
laden with treasure, and ten Ilurcarrah camels, were captured. Two of Mahadeo's 
prdankcens, with the idols in them, were taken, together with many others, tents, stores, 
altahget'rs, Sec. In this manner was the wealth of the Sirkar destroyed. The mare of 
the Sur Lnskhiir, the nagarrah elephants, treasury department, were all, all lost. 
\kulkote Rajah lost two elephants carrying howdalis ; it is reported, however, that paif 
of his baggage has arrived in safety, * Gokla was Wounded, but he has not joined us. 
Poorundurie, Rastia, and some few Mahrattas, came up at night. Several men of dis- 
tiiiclion, belonging to Gokla, have fallen j and the troops that arrived from Nagpoor have 
fully shared in the misfortunes of the day. After this, we halted at Kurwa Roopallee, 
three coss from Pureinda. Sdon after sunset, a report of the English appioaching created 
the greatest alarms ; and becoming moje so about ^nine o’clock, the baggage was sent off, 
f^iid at midnight the whole army moved north. My people, R-o, Punt, Yadoo, and 
Bunajee, began to consider that after this it would be difficult for them to save them- 
selves ; and asp^l* villages were near, it would be better to return home. When the last 
ivlarm took place, we quitted the army, and went off towards Punderpoor. Where the 
Peishwah is going, I know not. The whole of our property is gone ; jewels, money, to 
hie value of one crore of rupees, have been lost, Let this be forwarded to our master 
What can I say more ? 
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Translation of a Proclamation published by the Hon6urable Cojrf^ANv, 
Sorsitn Suman Usur Myanlyu Onluf, or A. D. 1817. 

That all persons may become acquainted ,with this Proclamation, and regulate 
their conduct accordingly : It is notified, that from the time of the assumption' of the 
Government, liy Baje'e Rao, seditipn and rebellion prevailed ^n various shapes; that 
his authority wah not, at any time, establisl^^d in the conn try ^sllbject to his rule; that 
not very long ago, when Holkur was in a state of rebellion, he abandoned the country, 
and pusillanimously repaired to Bassein, where he remained dependant upon the assist- 
ance he derived from Khunderow Rastay. He then formed an alliance with the British 
Government ; and being joined by the troops of the Honourable Company, was by them 
re-established in his government. The disorders and disuffection which prevailed, were 
suppressed, and his authority was restored tliroughout his dominions in the most bene- 
ficial manner. In consequence of the previous disordered state of things, followed by a 
famine, the country was in a most depressed condition ; but its prosperity revived under 
the Honourable Company’s protection. Bajee Rao, however, adopted the system of 
farming out the districts ; and the farmers, on their part, made undue exactions from the 
inhabitants : still, however, the improvement of the country was matjpiially advanced,, 
so much so, that Bajee Rao was enabled, from the revenues of the country, not merely 
to defray the expenses of the administration, and to enjoy every degree of personal tran- 
quillity and happiness, but also to amass immense wealth/ The Honourable Company’s 
Government did not wish to countenance claims on the Mahratta Chieftains which had 
long ceased to exist ; it was the wdsh of the Company's Government, that he should re- 
gulate his conduct by the principles of equity. In conformity with this feeling, tlie 
Guickwar Government dispatched Gongather Shastree to Poonah as its agent, to settle 
the matters in dispute with that Government, under the guarantee of the Honourable 
Company. He accordingly repaired to that city ; and it wtas expected the discussion 
would be brought to a speedy termination, which would have proved infinitely to the 
advantage of Bajee Rao ; but in the mean time the Shastree was assassinated by a public 
officer of Bajee Rao’s, on consecrated ground, at Punderpoor. At the very moment in 
question, the universal voice of the country, including pilgrims and all thoi^e that were 
on the spot, declared that it could only have been by Bajee Rao’s order, that Trimbukjee 
perpetrated that deed: but still regarding Bajee Rao as an Ally ruling over a large 
Empire, and entertaining no suspicion that he would be accessary to such a crime, the 
Honourable Company’s Government contented itself with demanding the surrender of 
Trimbukjee as the murderer ; but as he was not immediately delivered up, as he ought to 
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have been, a large army belonging 'to the Honourable Company was assembled," and 
Triinbukjee was therefore put into our possession. The expense incurved by the Ho- 
nourable Company, on this occasion, was very heavy; but in consideration of the ex- 
isting friendship, it preferred no demand for the same, and was satisfied to accept the 
person of Trimbukjee, and to replace the alliance on the footing on which it had pre- 
viously stood. Subsequently to these occurrences, Bajee Rao dispatched^iettci s to 
foreign Chieftains, urging them to have their army in a state of preparation ^ while he 
excited disturbances in his own territories, and had his troops in readiness in aid of the 
same system; the object of which was to plunge the Company’s Government into a 
state of war, and to expose it to injury. For the purpose of suppressing these dis- 
lurbaiices, a British force was ecpupped and marched to Poonah, and the city was in- 
vested, with Bajee Rao in it. At this moment Bajee Rao was in our power, and a 
force was likewise collected fully adequate, from its strengrfi, to the subjection of the 
country; but from the time the treaty was signed, Bajee Rao had, on all occasions, 
■acknowledged that he owed his political existence, as well as the happiness and tran- 
ijuillily he enjoyed, to the Honourable Company’s Government, and that he’ was grateful 
for the blessings its protection had afibrded him. His declarations to this elfect were 
reikraled in various shapes; and in consideration of them, a fresh treaty was concluded 
in coufirmaljciit of that of Bassein, the object of which was to maintain his sovereignty, 
but to deprive liiin of the means of exciting disturbances. It was stipulated that the five 
thousand horse and three thousand infantry, which Bajee Rao was all along bound to 
funusli as auxiliaries, should he kept up by the Honourable Company; and to meet the 
expenses of tliis force, territorial assignments were made ; and from that moment the 
ydiue friendly course of proceeding which had previously existed was renewed ; dnd as 
(he Pindarries had been in the yearly habit of harassing the people in every direction, 
,!iul especially the territories of Bajee Rao, which had suffered the most severely, the 
Cuiiipuny’s Government determined to adopt the necessary measures for suppressing these 
fieehooters ; and Bajee Rao then acknowledged, that the accomplishment of this object 
would be highly beneficial to him, and promised that his army should also co-operate 
llu icln. Under the cloak, however, of an assurance so satisfactory, he remitted to foreign 
Chieftains that treasure which the Company’s protection had afforded him the means of 
iDuassing, for objects hostile to its interests, at the same lime that he put his own army in 
state of equipment; while, for the purpose of removing to a distance the British force, 
which was in its neighbourhood, he cause4 it to be jbined by a Ijody of two thousand of 
bis ca\ airy, and they then marched to a remote positioh. Taking advantage of this oppor- 
tunity, at a moment when there was neither cause for such a, measure>‘ nor any points of 
ditlcreuce in discussion, he suddenly equipped his army, put it in motion, and attacked 
t!ie Iluuourable Company’s troops ; he likewise pursued a line of conduct, which has never 
I'eeu adopted in any country. The residence and cantonments of^the British represen- 
tative were plundered and burnt ; inhabit|mt^ of the Company’s dominions, as well as tra- 
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vcllers, passing through the t ountiy in faith of existing treaties, were seized and impri- 
soned ; whilst others were plundered ; two British officers, who were on their way from 
Bombay, were put to death in the \icinity of Tellagaon, in a manner not even practised in 
regard to public offenders, and the perpetmtors of that crime are yet in his service — it is 
therefore manifestly established, that their murder could only. have been in pursuance of 
tlie Pcishwah's orders. Trirnbukjee Deinglia, the assassin of Giuigadhur Sha^ree, has 
likewise been recalled to his presence, and has been allowed to continue in the exercise 
of official functions ; and hence he has fixed upon himself the assassination of the Shas-' 
tree, which public, opinion had all along declared could not have been committed witlioiit 
his sanction ; he has, moreover, taken steps to call in the Pindairies to lay waste the 
country. Having thus abandoned the paramount duties of a Sovereign, for the purpose 
of ruining the Company’s Government, that Government is satisfied, Bajee Rao is unfit 
to reign over this Empire.^ Upon tliese grounds, measures are in progress to deprive him 
etfectually of all public authority, and to place the country and forts in possession of the 
Honourable Company, to be go\crncd ly them. With this view, a light force has been 
dispatched in pursuit of the Peishwah; another has been appointed for the reduction of 
the forts, and a third has reached the neighbourliood of Ahmednuggur, whilst a large 
army has also made its appearance in Khandesh. General Munro is employed in re- 
ducing the southern provinces, and another force from Bombay is in the Kokun, where 
it is engaged in settling the country, having already reduced the forts there. In a short 
period, theiefoic, there will he nothing remaining connected with Bajee fiao, and mea- 
sures wdll be adopted, by the Honourable Company’s Government, for the enlargement 
of his Highness the Rajah of Satara, now in the custody of Bajee Rao ; and wdio, when 
his liberation shall be effected, will be established in a principality, for the inainieiiaiKe 
of his rank and dignity, and the rank and dignity of his court. In prosecution of the 
measures thus contemplated by the Honourable Company’s Govoniment, his Highness’s 
fiag has been displayed in the fort of Satara, and satisfactory assurances given to his 
adlierents. In the territories which wall belong to tlie Maharajah, the administration 
of justice, the controid and governmentof the country, w'ill be conducted by his Highness. 
In the ton itories which will be reserved to the Honourable Company, their authority will 
he established, w'ithout prt’judice to any Wutuns, EnanTs, annual allowances, charges of 
the temples, alms, or the religious tenets of any sect. Whatever may be equitable, will 
be duly enforcied. Tlie farms granted by Bajee Rao being abolished, the duties will 
be committed to Kamavisdars, who will confine their collections to the just amount of 
the revenues. Every individual wall be secured from every species of tyranny and op- 
pression. Upon .this point, let every person be satisfied. Those wdio shall be in the 
service of Bajee Rao shall withdraw from.it, and retire to their habitations iu two 
months from this date; in failure of which, their Wutuns shall be seized, and ruin will 
be their inevitable lot. The Zunieendars ^public officers) are, without delay, to send in 
a detailed list of those in tlieir respective Pergunnalis, who are in the employ of Bajee 
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llao, qpntinumg also to repoft thosib iirho may quit hia's^rvice and return to their liomcs, 
aft they ^o BO. Ko ’ assistance is to be afforded to BajeeKao; and no payments, on 
account of revenue, are to be made to him. If payment be made to him, no remission 
will l)e allowed when the injury sustained by the country, in the present year, shall lio 
investigated. . If any revenue be paid to Bajee Rao, credit will not be allowed for the 
same, but the whole amount thereof collected. The Wutuns and lands of all those public 
oihccrs who may afford aid or pay money to Bajee Rao, will be forfeited. Dated the 
llth of February, 1818, or 5th of Rubecoolkaheir. 
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Rbturn ofKrLL^D and Wounded in the Field Division of the Anny before Sho*l a - 
C POOR, from the 10th to the 15th of May, 1818. 



* (Signed) Wal. Jollee, 

A. A. General. 

(Signed) Thos. Munro, 

Brigadier-general. 

N(mes of ^^^ovnded Officers. 

Ca[)tain Middleton, H. M. ^2d Light Dragoons. 

Lieutenants Maxtone and Robertson, 2d Batta- 
lion 9th Regiment. 

Lieutenant Wahab, acting in the Engineers De- 
partment, slightly. 
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Natfi€^^ of Wounded Office i\s. 

&]ppers and Miners, Ensign Lake, severely, but not dangerously. 
Battalion 13tli N. I., Major M‘Bean, slightly. 

N. B. one Sepoy, l/2d N. 1., since dead. 
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Return of Killed and Wounded in a Detachment of the IIyduauad Si 
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EUROPEANS. 
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Majors. 

Captains. 

Captain-lieutenants. 

Lieutenant-?. 
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rt 
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Drummers. 

Hai 

15 

1 

0 
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Ilk ati 
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Sappers and M incu s 

. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 


- 

- 


Dctachrncnt Artillery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- ! 

- 

- 


Ditto His Majesty’s Royal vSeots . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


Madras European Regiment 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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2d Battalion 1 7th, or Chicaeole Light Infantry 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I _ 


1st ditto 2d N. 1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

« 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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2d ditto l .'lth N. I 


- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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2(1 ditto 1 1th N. I. ....... 

- 
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•- 

- 

. 

- 

- 

- 
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Russell Brigade 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Detachment Pioneers 
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- 
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Totjd . . . 

- 

- 

- 
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1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 



Ntnucs of Officn' 6 Killed, 

Sappors and Minors, Lieutenant Davis. 

Ditto Ensign Nattes. 

2d Battalion 17ih N. 1. Lieutenant Kennedy. 

2d ditto 12tli N. 1. Lieutenant Eagan (28th, 

2d ditto 18th N. 1. Lieutenant Wilkinson. 
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l!i:r.;nN of an^WouNOED of the Left Division of the Grand Armv. 

during the Operations before Mi ndalaii. 

^ . , Oamp, 30th of A|)iil, 1818 . 

Artillery nc-tadiment One Private of Golandau7e, and three Ordnance-drivers. Wounded. 

Private Wounded dangerously. 

.'iili Brigade. 

,!d Battalion Ut N. 1 Two Sepjys, and one Lascar, Woivndcd. 

rid Ditto 1 dth N. 1 Se|)oy Killed, one Bheastio Wounded. 

hih Brigade. 

id Drittalion iStli N, 1 One Havildar, and two Sepoys, Wounded. 

Kt Ditto 1 1th N. I, . . . One Naick, one Sepoy, Killed, two Sepoys Wounded, 

id Ditto ^8th N. I None. 

^ ^riirce Killed, and fourteen Wounded. 


(Signed) 


W. L. Watson, 
Assistant Adjutant-general. 



Return of European an^ Native Commissioned, Non-commissioned Officers, and Piivates, of the Detachment under the 
^Command of Major Lamb, who have been Kilebd andWoui^DED before the Fort of Satdnwabree, between the 
Morning of the 8ffi, and Evening of the 10th of June 1818. 
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;8ignt'd) W. Gordon*, Captain, 

Commanding^ Df'Iachni^nt. 
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I 

ji, on the 18th March, 1819 

1 



-Signed) 

H. General Stall', Major iVj 
II. M. Royal Scots, Lie! 


J. Doveton, 

Rrigadier-general. 
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f Brigadier-general John Doveton, C. B. 

j Camp, Asseerghur, lUh of April, isig. 
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Lieut. IF, W. Lewis, Bombay Artillery, Wounded slightly. 

• r. J. Adair, IL M. 67th. ditto severely. 

— — J. Hannah, ditto, ditto ditto. 



itrev^ ol Asnj'i i:ouLK, 1 Ith Apiil 


APPENDIX 


479 






4S') 


APPENDIX. 


C. C. (p. 428.) 

Oi FuiAL Papers, (ietailiiig* the Operations of Major Pitman's Detachment 

against Now AH. 

To Henry Ri ssell. Esq. Resident at Hydrabad. 

Sir, 

1 HAVE the lionour to report to you, that on the 7th instant, in conformity 
with your instructions, I assumed the command of the force which had assembled for 
service against the Naiks, at the village of Tonnah, twenty-four miles north-east of Nan- 
dair, and three miles east of Nowsaghee Naiks Fort of Nowah. 

On the following day, the detachment took up a position before Nowah, and I was 
joined by Lif utenant Sutherland with his russalah of reformed horse. 

Nowah is a strong mud fort, of the usual construction. A square, with a bastion ut 
eacli angle, and one on each side of the gateway. The rest of the works c’.onsist of a 
fauhbe-hraj/c extending all round the fort, a covert w^ay, ditch, and glacis. The gateway 
is protocU'd by an outwork, in which cannon were mounted. The wall of the 
hiun/e is almost entirely covered by the glacis; and pieces of ordnance, throwing shot of 
between live and six [lounds in weight, were mounted on the different faces. 

From the above description it will be evident, that the only mode of reducing the 
place was by regular approaches. Accordingly, on the 10th instant, a mortar-battery was 
comiiienced, about six hundred yards from the north face of the fort, when the eiicniy 
advanccMl and fired upon our working-party. He was immediately driven back into tlic 
fort by Captain Hare, with two companies of the Russell brigade. This battery, and oih' 
for our eighteeii-pouuders, one hundred paces in advance of it, were completed duriicj. 
the nii;)it. Roth began to play at sun-rise the following day, with considerable effect, 
silencing tlie enemy's guns, and knocking off the defences. 

On the evening of tlie I 1th, positions were established to the right and left of uiir 
batteries, and within three hundred yards of the place; and a six-pounder and a mortar- 
battery were constructed m front of the east face, distant three hundred and fifty yards. 

On the night of the Idtli, the enemy made a sortie, and attenqited to pass our post 
oil the right. He was qui(*kly driven hack by l.ieutenant Hampton, with three com- 
panies of the Rei ar infantry. He then attempted to j)ass our post on the li ft, but retire<l 
after receiving a few shots from the party posted there, 

J)uriug the night of the 14th, an eighteen-pounder battery was advanced to within 
two hundred and fifty yards of the fort, and lines of communication were formed be- 
tween our se\eral advanced positions. 



APPENDIX. 


481 


On the 16th, a sap was commenced fVom our post on the right, which has this morn- 
ing reached to witliin twenty-five yards of the crest of the glacis. If the soil will permit, 
it is intended to form a mine to blow in the counterscarp, otherwise the ditch, winch is 
our principal obstacle, must be filled in some other manner. In either case, I hope to be 
enabled, in a few days, to report to you the successful termination of our operations 
against the place. Our loss hitherto has been, five Sepoys and three horses killed, and 
three European officers and fifty-five Native officers. Sepoys and Lascars, wounded. 

At ten p. M. of the 19th, about two hundred of Nowsaghee's horse came suddenly and 
fired on a small guard in the rear of my camp. They were soon repulsed, and Lieutenant 
Sutherland, with a small party of the reformed horse, pursued them for a few miles ; but, 
owing to the darkness of the night, they got clear off*. 

Having received information that a party of five hundred of Nowsaghee’s matchlock 
men had taken possession of Omurkair, which is nine or ten coss distant from Nowah, 
and is represented to be in a dilapidated state, I determined to attempt to carry it by 
escalade. I accordingly defiiched Captain Seyer, last night, with eight companies of 
iiifaniry, his battalion field-pieces, and six himdred reformed horse, and directed him 
lo make the attempt, should there appear to be a fair prospect of success. He will after- 
wai'ds take up a position to be ready to check the movements of the enemy, who has of 
lat(‘ been plundoring the country in every direction. 

I beg leave to inclose copy of my instructions to Captain Seyer, and have the honour 
lo ])e, 

Sir, 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) ' Robert Pitman, 

Major Com. Detach. 

r, imp before Nowah, .laniiary 21, IHK). 

oj' (lllicers Wonfidcd heforr Nowdh, fo the 2\st January, 1819. 

Incuteiianl Kennedy, TL M.(S6th regiment, doing duty with the Russell brigade, severely. 

L' iplains Larkins and .Johnston, Nizam’s Berar infantry, slightly. 


To Henry Russell, Esq. Resident at Ilydrabad. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the satisfaction to report to you that the Fort of Nowah was carried 
I'v assLiult this day, at two p. \i. The greater part of the garrison was put to the sword. 

AV ith reference to my letter to your address, under date the 21st instant, 1 have the 
honour to acquaint you, that, at nine a. m. of the following day, the enemy made a des- 
perate sortie ; and sword in diand attacked our working-party at the head of the saj), 
hut was very soon driven back to the fort. 
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On the morning of the 24th, a man brought me a letter from the Arab J^midar com- 
manding the fort, requesting permission to send two persons to treat for its surrender. 
No notice was taken of this letter; but the people in the fort ceased firing, and culled 
t>ut to our men to do the same ; and an Arab was sent to me wdth another letter, of the 
same purport as the former. To this 1 returned a written answajr, ottering to allow the 
garrison to surrender at discretion. The Jemidar replied by claiming their arrears of pay, 
and permission to leave the fort with their arms and property of all kinds. I answered 
that, as he had not agreed to the terms otiered, none other would be granted. I have the 
honour to inclose copies of the notes wliieh passed on this occcision. 

On file 25th, our sap had reached the crest of the glacis, where a six-pounder battery 
vv as established, and two mortars were brought into it. On that night, the engineer com- 
menced his mine, whieli was completed on the 29tli. The whole of the 30th was em- 
ployed in battering in breach with the eighteen-pounder, and in demolishing the Eowmee 
or Porkotah wall with tlie six-pounder. During the inght, shells and grape were thrown 
into the broach ; and it was determined to spring the mine, and make the assault, this 
day at noon. 

At eight A. M. two Arabs were again sent to recpiest permission to treat for Icrins, but 
they were told that no other could be granted tlian that of unconditional surrender. 

I beg leave to iindose for your information, co})ies of my orders preparatory to the 
assault, and after the reduction of the phu^e- 

( )n the mine being sprung. Ensign Olipliant, of the Madras Engineers, rushed for- 
ward with (he Pioneers, and plant(‘d ladders against the seaij) of the dileh, which were 
instantaneously ascended by Caj)tain Hare, and the storming-party, who in a few' nuLules 
had surmounted every obstacle, ami were in possosbion of Ihe upper fort. The Arabs 
continued to defend tl\emselves for a considerable time between the two walls, with tlie 
oxco[)lion of about two hundred, wlio lied from the gate of tlie fort. They were imme- 
diately attacked Ijy Lieutenant Camphcll, who commanded a party of infantry posted lur 
the purpose of intercepting them ; and nearly at the same time they were charged by 
Captains Davies, Smitli, and Lieulenunt Sutlurlaiul, with difierent parties of the re- 
formed horse, so that not a man of the enemy escaped. 

By the best accounts 1 have been able to obtain, the garrison consisted of more than 
five hundred men ; of these one hundred are jirisoners, more than eighty of tlicm are 
oh’eadfully wounded, and upwuids of four hundred bodies have already been counted. 

^'hc conduct of all iioops employed lias been exemplary, and I trust will obtain for 
them if je higli lionour of your approbation. 

^ 1 bef.V: leave to inclose a return of our killed and v\ouiided during the siege, and havo 
tl\^‘ to be, 

Yours, &c. ^ 


(Signed) 


Camp M\o\vab, Januarv .]!, I8iy. 


RonERT Pitman, 

Major Com. a D. N. 



Re j URN of Kii.lf.d and Wounded of a Detaf liment of his lliohneaS the Nizam’s Re'jcnhir Forces, comnrauded hy 
Major Pitman, during the Siege of Now aii, fiom the 10th to the 31st of January, inclusive. 

Camp al Nowdh, 3 Its January, ISIQ. 
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Official Papers, detailing the Operations of Major-general Sir William Ghant 
Keir's Force in the Sawunt-Warree Country. 

Extract of a Letter from Major-general Sir William Grant Keik, to the Honourable 
, Mountstuart Elpii in stone. Commissioner at Poonah, dated 3d February, 1819. 

Major Thatcher’s brigade having arrived at Choke, on the 26th ultimo, after a very 
tedious and harassing inarcli, during which the labour of the Pioneers was required in 
cutting a great part of the road, 1 lost no time in making dispositions for entering the 
Sawunt-Warree country. The heavy ordnance and stores required for the siege of New- 
tee having to proceed by sea, I directed Lieutenant-colonel Inilach to proceed along the 
coast with his coips, the 2d battalion of the 2d regiment, and some field-pieces, to pro- 
tect their debarkation ; with the rest of the I’orce I determined to proceed by the ford at 
Kalsee. This disposition was further calculated to embarrass any attenq:)t that might 
he made to obstruct our advance. Both divisions marched from Choke on the 31st of 
January, and crossed tlie Carlee river on the 1st of February. Some advanced pic(piets 
of Babna Gopauls apjieared opposite the ford by which Colonel Imlach was to cross, and 
fired on Ids advance. They were driven back without loss, and a position taken up near 
the Fort of Newtcc, by the Lieutenant-colonel, where every facility presented itself for 
landing the guns and stores. On my side, no opposition was made. The post of Coo- 
dall was evacuated on my advance, and the inhabitants of the country exhibited every 
friendly disposition. The road however .w as bad, and the labour of the Pioneers incts- 
saiitly required to make it practicable for the guns. Owing to this circumstance, 1 was 
unable to arrive before Newtee until this morning.' Four hundred men, whom I detached 
under Captain Donnelly by another route, have akso taken up a position to the southward 
of the fort, which is now closely invested on all sides. Every exertion has been made in 
landing the guns and stores, and the batteries will be thrown up without delayv” 

(A true Extract.) 

(Signed) C. T. Metcalfe, 

Secretary to the Government. 
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Camp at Newtec, 4 th F(jbruary, 1 819. 

To the Honourable Mountstuart Elphinstonr, Slc. kc, kc. 

Sir, 

1 DO myself the honour of reporting, that an overture was made to me this 
morning by the Killedar of Newtee, to surrender the place, on permission being granted 
for the garrison to march out with their arms. I have complied with the condition, and 
the fort is in our possession. The garrison consisted of three hundred men : of vvhom 
one hundred and twenty-five are Pur-Deshees, who have requested passports to return to 
their country above the Ghats ; the rest are inhabitants of this neighbourhood, wlio 
have promised to remain at their houses. Although the defences of Newtee are not 
formidable, they are of a nature to have caused a considerable loss in their reduction. 
The ordnance and stores are again embarking, to be transported to Rarree. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. Grant Keir, 

Ma.jor-general. 


Extract of a Letter from Major-general Sir William Grant Keir, to tlie Honourable 
Mountstuart Elphinstone, Commissioner at Poonah, dated 10th Feb. 1819. 

“ Having left a detachment of Sepoys in occupation of the Fort of Newtee, 1 
put the force in motion on the 4th instant, and arrived here yesterday, after experiencing 
a slight opposition from tlie enemy, in crossing the salt-marshes to the eastward of the 
fort. The position I have taken up is nearly that which was occupied by the Portuguese 
last year. It was my wish to have closely invested the place on all sides; but I find 
Unit a much larger force will be required to do this effectually. I am, besides, convinced, 
ir.om observation, that the active and concentrated employment of all the resources at 
my disposal, w ill be called for in the reduction of a place, the defences of which are so 
formidable. 1 understand, from some Portuguese ollicers who visited me this morning 
from their out-posts, that their trenches were open twenty-nine days, and that they em- 
ployed in the siege twenty-five pieces of ordnance, of which ten were of the largest 
caliber. 

Sambajee Sawant has declined to receive the summons which I sent in, and prepara- 
tions for the siege are in progress. The arrival of the ordnance and stores required from 
Bombay^ may be hourly expected. 

(A true Extract. 9 

(Signed) C. T. Metcalfe, 

Secretary to the Government. 
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To the Honourable M. Elph in stone. Commissioner, &lc. &c. 

Camp, Rarree, 14th February, tsip. 

Sin, • ^ 

I HAVE the satisfaction to inform you, tliat I have this morning taken pog« 
session of the Fort of Rarree. Having erected batteries on the night of th^fe 12th instant 
an unremitted fire ^vas maintained from day-break on the 13th, and which was so skilfully 
directed, that, at four o’clock in the afternoon, I considered the general defences to be 
sufBcieiitly impaired to admit of the outworks being assaulted. This service was executed 
by two columns under Lieutenant-colonel CliObrd, of IL M. 89th Regiment, in a most 
gallant manner. The troops were drawn up for the attack on the sea-beach, under cover, 
and so near to the breaches, that the enemy were completely surprised, and in half-an- 
hour were driven from two strong lines, defended by brick walls, flanked with towers, 
and under a very galling fire from the fort. This was situated upon a rocky hill, and as- 
sailable only along a circuitous causeway, which intersected the ditch, and was occupied 
by six gateways. To the second of these the enemy was followed by our troops, and a 
lodgement made in the first. Nothing could exceed the gallantry of all the troops en- 
gaged in this successful enterprize. 

I received a communication last night, recpicsting a suspension of hostilities ; and I 
allowed Sarnbajee Sawant, with a few followers, not exceeding fifty, to march out this 
morning, having declined to grant them any other terms. The remainder of the garrison 
made their escape during the night. The whole were said to have amounted to twelve 
hundred men. I have, &c. 

* (Siiiiied) W. Grant Keir, 

Major-general. 


To the Adjutant-general of tlic Army, Bombay. 

Sir, 

I HAD the honour, yesterday evening, to forw ard a brief report of the success 
of the attack on the enemy’s lines before Rarree; and have now the pleasure to acquaint 
you, that the fort was this morning taken possession of by a detachment from my camp. 

The difficulties experienced in the disembarkation of the ordnance and stores, retarded 
our operations in a considerable degree, but, on the night of the 12th instant, we suc- 
ceeded in erecting our batteries, and opened on the fort at day-break the mexf morning, 
with four battery-guns^ and as many eight-inch mortars, which were served with such 
vigour and precision, as to dismantle the whole of the guns in the outworks in the 
course of an hour, when our fire Was directed against the geneWl defences of the place. 
About three o’clock a breach was effected in a curtain of the advanced outwork', and a 
party of three hundred and thirty grenadiers formed for the assault u|kier*^^he cOmtnand 
of Lieutenant-colonel Clifford, of H. M. 89th Regiment. The troops moved to the 
attack about four o’clock, and passed the breach without difficulty, driving the enemy# 
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considerable numbers, toward? the second lines, which were , 

lodgement effected wthin hsJf musket-shot of the upper fort and a 

pursued, and many Uyone'tted at the lower gate, which was fn,! were ' 

session. The spirit and rapidity of the attack, added to the advant * ° 

was gained by the advance of our, troops, struck the enemy with sST' 

the whole of the garrison evacuated the fort during the nit^ht ^ ^ 

This morning Sambajee Sawant proposed to surrender * 

out with about fifty adherents, the small remnant of a • P®™'tted to march 
conjsted of near twelve hundred men at the commencemerofitgo " 

I leave to inclose a more detaUfed report of the att^.v * • . 

colonel Clifford, whose conduct on the occasion is deservin<r of Lientenant- 

- I have likewise the pleasure to forward a copy TtL field 

““r 

c..»„n.,wK,cK „u. . r,:::;™: tzr" 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 


Camp, Ranee, 14th Feb. I8I9. 


(Signed) W. Grant Kk.u, 

' Major-general. 


Return of Killed and Wounded of the Force under the commai 
Sir William Grant Kefr, K.M.T. employed on the Assau 
Outwork of the Fort of Rarree, on the I3th of Febmaiy, 1819. 


of Major-general 
of the Knemy’s 



Names of Wounded Officers, 

Lieutenant Aylmer Dowdall (severely), H. M. 89th Regiment. 

Lieutenant and Acting Adjutant Naylor, H, M. 89th Regiment (severely). 
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Official ‘Papeus, detailing the Operations of Brigadier-general Pritzler’s Field 

Force against Copaldroog. 

Head-quarters, Field Division, Camp near Alwuhdif, 
7lh May, ISIQ. 

To Henry Russell, Esq. Resident at Hydrabad. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that the Division under my command, as 
per margin,* entered the territories of His Highness the Subadar of the Deckan, this 
morning, and encamped at this place. 

I have, 8cc. &c. 

(Signed) T. Pritzler, 

Brigadier-general. 

♦ H. M. Ci'd L. 1)., three Troops; Detachment IstN. C., four Troops; Flank Haltalion, six Com- 
panies; Rifle Corps, eight ditto; 2d Battalion 4th Regiment, five ditto; 2d Battalion 12lh Regiment, ten 
ditto; 2d Battalion Pioneers, three ditto. 

Detachment of Artilleiy ordnance — Iron Guns, eighteen-pounders, four; Howitzers, heavy five-and-n 
half-inches, two ; Howitzers, light fivc-and-a-half ditto, two; Brass guns, twclve-poundcrs, two; Brass 
ditto, six-pounders, attached to H, M. 22d L. D., two ; Brass Mortars, eight-inches, eight; Brass ditto, 
hvc-aiid-u-half ditto, one ; Dooab Auxiliary Horse, one hundred. 


Head-quarters, Field Division, Camp before Copuldroog, 
gih May, 18 IQ. 

To Henry Russell, Esq. British Resident. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that I encamped before Copaldroog 
yesterday, and employed the morning in reconnoitring the fort. In the evening I 
moved down with the intention of carrying the pettah, and establishing a post for a 
mortar-battery; but I was met by a man who said he was a brother to Veerapa, and 
that the fort should be given up. I therefore halted, and directed eight companies to 
proceed, and take possession of it ; but on arrival at the gate, they were refused admit- 
t mee by the garrison, and returned, accompanied by the man who came out to meet us. 

Seeing that there was no prospect of getting possession of the fort, as was proposed, 
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I established a body of troops in the pettah, and occupied the position for the mortar- 
battery, which was armed, during the night, with nine mortars and two howitzers; a 
brigade of brass twelves, and a brigade of six-pounders, was also got into the pettah ; 
which, with the mortars, opened their fire between two and three o’clock this morning. 

Preparations are now making for the formation of a breaching-battery, which I 
•Jill inclined to think the wall will not long withstand. 

Mahomed Edroos Khan arrived last night, and was joined by his troops this mom- 
Hig, which I propose to send against Behauder Bunda, a hill fort, dependant on Copal- 
(h’oog, while we are carrying on the siege of the latter place. 

I have, &c. &c. 

(Signed) Theo. Pritzler, 

Brigadier-general, 


Head-quarters, Field Division, Camp before Copaldroog, 
Hth May, 18ly. 


To Henry Russell, Esq. British Resident. 

Sir, 

On reference to the subject of my letter of the 9th instant, I have the honour 
to acquaint you, that, yesterday morning, a breaching-battery of two eighteen- pounders 
was opened upon the wall of the lower fort; in the evening, a third eighteen-pounder 
was got into the battery ; and I have every reason to hope that the breach will be practi- 
cable by sun-set this evening. 

I have, &c. 8ic. 

(Signed) Theo. Pritzler, 

Brigadier-general. 


Head-quarters, Field Division, Camp before Copaldroog, 
12th May, I8I9. 

To Henry Russell, Esq. British Resident. 

Sir, 

After closing my letter of yesterday, 1 went down to tlie batteries, with a 
view to ascertain that the breach was practicable, and that every necessary arrangement 
had been made for storming the lower fort, which I had directed to take place at day- 
light this niorning, when two men came in to request cow;/, which was granted to them, 
on their giving up the two principal gates, and which were occupied by our troops im- 
niediately. 
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Veerapa, who^ with about five hundred men, retired into the upper fort, haa s^nt ^ 
letter to Mahomed Idroos Khan, and if he does not immediately accept the terms which 
have in consequence been offered to him, I shall prosecute the siege. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Theo. Pritzler, 

Brigadier-general. 


Head-quarters, Field Division, Camp befoie Copaid roog, 
i4ih May, 18 ig. 

To Henry Bussell, Esq. British Resident, Hydrabad. 

Sir, 

On reference to the subject of my letter of the Pith instant, I do myself the 
honour to acquaint you, that all negotiation ceased with the enemy about ten o’clock 
yesterday morning, and perceiving that nothing but a very strong and decided measure 
would prevent a long and protracted siege, I determined to carry as many of the lower 
works by escalade as could be accomplished ; for which purpose, the troops specified in 
the margin’*^ were placed in the batteries, and at twelve o’clock, they moved out under 
the fire of all our guns and mortars, commanded by Lieutenant-colonel Fraser, 12th 
N. I. in two divisions ; the first or left attack, under the command of Captain Tew, 
H. IM. 34th regiment — and the second, or light attack, under the command of Captain 
Cuppaidge, H. M. 53d Regiment. These columns were conducted, the first by Lieute- 
nant Grant, and the second by Ensign Oliphant of the Engineers ; and Captain Smith- 
waite commanded the Pioneers, who carried the ladders. 

Tlie left attack moved on without much opposition, till it arrived at the first gate, 
which was, however, blown open by a galloper gun of H. M. 22d Light Dragoons, 
under the coinmjmd of Lieutenant Gregory, to whom much praise is due for liaving 
carried it througn a heavy fire, and up a road apparently impracticable for any wheel 
carriages. 

The right attack found the wall they were to escalade very high, which rendered the 
operation slow and tedious. I therefore detoched Captain Jones, of H.M. 69th Regi- 
ment, with the Reserve, to follow up the left attack, and the whole of the three parties 
formed a junction at the second gateway; from which they pushed the enemy, who 


♦ Left Attack — One Company and a half Flank Battalion, one ditto Rifle Corps, one ditto 4th Rcgi- 
nienl N. 1., one ditto 12th Regiment N. 1. 

Right Attack — One Company and a half Flank Battalion, one ditto Rifle Corps, one ditto 4th Regi- 
ment N. 1. two ditto 12th Regiment N. i. 

Reserve, Captain Jones — One Company Flank Battalion, one ditto Rifles, one ditto 4th Heglmeht N. 1- 
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disputed eveiy inch of ground, through two gates, to tlie very summit of the hill, where 
f they begged for quarter. . »ueie 

Such a service could not be perfomred without some loss; and when I reflect upon 
the strength upon the enemy’s works, and the power they had of throwing down stones 
1 am astonished that it was so trifling, having only six killed and fifty-one wounded and 
which can only be accounted for by the spirited manner in which the officers and’nien 
did their duty ; and I have to lament the loss of a very promising young officer. Ensign 
Elliot, of the Rifle Corps, who fell, when exerting himself to the utmost, near the se- 
cond galeway. I have also to lament the loss of the service of Captain Dunn, Assistant 
Quartermaster-general, and Lieutenant Pringle Taylor, severely wounded, the former 
employed to explain ray orders to the left attack, and the latter, who happened acci- 
dentally to be on the spot, was permitted to advance with it ; both these officers, as well 
, 1 - Lu'utenant Silver, of H. M. Sdd Regiment, were .wounded, when shewing an example 
of the most determined bravery to the troops. A squadron of H. M. 22d Dragoons 
muler the command of Captain Mills, wms so placed as to cut off the enemy’s retreat iii 
tlie event of their attempting one, but the attacks were too spirited to give him time to 
think uf it before they were driven up the hill. 

Where every officer and soldier employed did their duty to the utmost, it is difficult 
111 iKiint out tlwse who most distinguished themselves, but I feel much indebted to Lieu- 
tenant Grant of the Engineers, for the very judicious situation in which he placed (he 
liiKtenes, planned the attacks, and conducted one of them ; and he was ably assisted bv 
Ensign Olipluint. 


To Mojor Cleaveland, of the Artillery, much praise is due, for the judgment which 
lu' sliewcd in so well directing the fire from the batteries; and the officers and men of 
fh.U corps, as well as the Artillery Troop of fl. M, 22d Light Dragoons, are entith’d to 
every credit, for the adininible manner in which the guns were served both before and 
(luring the attack, and the excellent practice which was made* Nothing could exceed 
the /cal shewn by Lieutenant-colonel Fraser, Captains Tew, Cuppaidge, and Jones, com- 
nuiiidiiio- the different parties ; and every thing that could be done by men, was accom- 
jilbhcd by the troops under their command. 

To Captain Smithwaite, and the Pioneens, I feel much indebted for their unwearied 
exertions, constantly exposed to a very heavy fire; and much praise is due to Dr. Trot- ^ 
ter, and the medical officers generally, whose assistance was, upon every occasion, and 
111 every situation, so promptly afforded. 

To the Assistant Adjutant-general, Lieutenant Watson, and Assistant Quartermaster- 
Meiul, Captain O’Donnoghue, I feel much indebted, for their great exertions, and 
the able assistance they afforded me, as well as to Captain Dunn, Assistant Quartermas- 
hr genera], and to niy Aid-de-Camp, Lieutenant Brow’n, of H. M. 25th Light Dragoons. 

I inclose a Return of Killed and Wounded, and Ordnance captured. 

I have, &c. &c. 


(Signed) 


Theo. Pritzler, 

Brigadier-general, 
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Return of Ordnance captured ut Copaldrooc. 
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(Signed) Samuel Cleavelakd, 

Major Commanding Artillery F. I). 


Return of Killed and Wounded in the Field Division under the command of Brigu- 
dier-geueral Piutzler, C.B. duriug the Operations against the Fort of Copaldrooc. 

H. M. 22d Light Dragoons — ^Wounded : 1 Lieutenant and 1 Private. 

Artillery — Wounded : 1 Sergeant, I Corporal, 4 Privates, 4 Privates Natives, and 
Gun-Lascar since dead, 

H. M. riaiik Battalion— Killed : 1 Sergeant, 3 Privates. Wounded: 1 Lieutenant, ‘2 
Corporals, and 1 1 Privates. 

KiHe Corps-Killed : 1 Rnsign. Wounded : 1 Havildar and 4 Privates. 

2d Battalion 4tli Regiment N. T. — Wounded : 1 .lemidar, 1 Puckally, and 4 Private';. 
2d Battalion 12tli Regiment N. I.— Wounded: 1 Subidar and 5 Privates. 

2d Battalion Pioneers— Killed : 1 Private. Wounded: 7 Privates, 1 since dead. 
Division Staff — Wounded: 1 Captain. 

Name of Officer Killed : Ensign Elliot, Rifle Coqis. 

Names of Officers Wounded : Captain Dunn, Assistant Quartermaster-general; Lieute- 
nant Taylor, H. M. 22d Light Dragoons ; Lieutenant Silver, H. M. 53d Regiment, 
Flank Battiilioii. 

(Signed) J. Watson, 

^ Assistant Adjutant-general. 


Camp at Copaldroog, 1 4 th May, I8I9. 



APPENDIX. 


m 


F. F. (p. 428.) 


Of FiciAL Papers, detailing the Operations of Lieutenant-colonel Thompson’s Detach- 
ment against the Fort of Madoorajpoor*. 

Extract of a Letter from Lieutenant-colonel Thompson, C.B. to Major Cartwright, 
Assistant Adjutant-general. Dated Mad ooraj poor, July 29, 1818. 

“ 1 request you will report to Major-general Sir David Ochterlony, Bart. G C. B. 
that Ensign Garstin, Field Engineer, having reported the breach in the wall of tlie town 
of iMadoorajpoor io bo practicable early yesterday evening; I ordered a storming-party, 
consisting of three companies on duty in the batteries, reinforced by another company 
fi’om the 1st Battalion 27th, and supported by two companies from the 1st Battalion 28th 
N. 1. the wl)ote under the command of Captain Leith. 1st Battalion 28th Regiment, to 
ndvance to the assault, at a signal of three guns fired at ten o’clock p. m., in quick suc- 
cession, from our battery. 

T also directed otliev CA)lumns, one under Captain Arden, 1st Battalion 27th, the 
other Linder Captain Watson, of the 1st Battalion 28 tli N. 1. each consisting of three 
companies, to attempt the town by escalade, at two different points, at the same 
signal being given. I am to add, that all the columns succeeded, no opposition being 
made, except by firing one or two matchlocks. The enemy either retreated into the 
foi(, or made their escape over the town wall, and got off, favoured by the darkness 
of tlie night. After our party got possession, a heavy fire of matchlocks, ginjals, and 
uims, was opened from all sidevS of the fort; but the cover afforded by the houses of the 
lown under which our men viere posted, prevented its occasioning that loss it otherwise 
must. 


Extract of a Letter from Lieutenant-colonel Thompson, to Major Cartwright, As- 
sistant Adjutant-general, Jyepore. Dated Camp Madoorajpoor, 2d August, 1818. 

I BEG, through you, to offer my congratulations to Major-general Sir David 
Ochterlony, Bart. G.C. B. on the surrender last night of the fort of Madooghur, to the 
detachment under my command.” 


* This fort stood a siege of tvveh e months against Ameer Khan^ army, immediately before the war. 

3 Q 
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Genehai, Return of the Killed and Wounded of the Detachment nnder the Cora- 
mand of Lieutenant-colonel Thompson, C. B, in the Operatipns against Madoo- 
iiAjpooR, from the 27th of July to the 2d of August, 1818. 


Camp befqre Matloorajpoar^ August, 1818 . 
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(Signed) W. A. Thompson, 

Commanding Detachment. 


THE END. 


LONDON; 

PKINTED BY S. AND R. BENTLBY, DORiET-BTREET, FLEBT.»TRBET 
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